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.1 he Athenian Mercury,
Queft. I .  tvas Barrennefs con̂ ted

'  T ^ greater Curfe;» the Levi- 
ticai Law than in the prefent Age?

^nfw. One Reafon why our Women are 
not Co very defirous of Children as theirs, 
niay be, becaufe the Jewifh Women had much 
eafier Labour than Other Nations i, as in the

of the E p p tia n  M idw ives ------befides
their Country being warmer^ made it yet gentler 
tpn tis with ours in colder Clim ats, —  But 
the reafon why they thought Barrennefs Co

' " “ e « % cially , was, becaufe 
the ^ e »  all expeded to be the M other  o f  

promifed M efia h , the very hopes whereof 
and the Honour they expeded to receive there­
by, outweighed all the pahs  they could en­
dure—  whicli Honour, if  without Children  
they muft defpair of, and *twas this principal- 
iy, zsg o o d ^ u th o rsteW  US, which made ’em 
in that A g e Co impatient o f  Barrennefs.

 ̂ Queft. 2. years before r/tf Crea­
tion was Lucifer c a f f H e a v e n  /

A nfw  A  wife Q m jiio n —  How many years  ̂
'Vhen there was no fn eh  thing as Days or 
■ Months, or  Tears, or even Time it fejf, which 
IS only m t  meafure o f  the heavenly Bodies. For 
Which reafon we can have no clearer Notion  
ot Duration^ before the World began, than 
we have ot Infinite or Eternal—  Nor is’t fb 
niuch i i  certain, the A ngeh  tvere created be­
fore the W orld  (tho’ they might in the very 
hepnnmg of It, the H eaven  and all the H o tl  

H eaven, as Mofes tells Us, being part of0. ..v-ve,., cr.a»jza iciis US, Dcing partof 
intf i x  days Work^, and confequently, we can 
nave no certainty, that the Apofiacy  of the 
•^^gels was at all before the Creation,

Qyeli.^. O h what grounds doth A/r.CowIev 
hy-, that the CLof Sheba had a Child by A'.So- 
iomon, when no Aurlior befldes mentions it  f  

If Mr. Cowley fays fo, he has A utho- 
enough for a Poet to ground a Fancy  on—

all thQ Ethiopian or  
'^hffintan Hifiories poficively affirm the fame;

 ̂ ^uccejjion of K ings  from 
tnis Son of hers, tho’ 'tis more than probable
tiiey were miftaken, both in the .^ e e n  and 
ner Son. ^

^eH . 4 , H'e read in the  Hiftory of C ain—  
J t  he defired Godfi}Ould fet a mark upon him  ̂

J  ^ y  finding him,fiiould flay him,-... How could

people that time 
World befldes Adam, Eve, and h im fd f?  

U ' there had been no others in
V\orld, yet Guilt caufes AW , and Fear, 

i s j^^reafonable—  But theQjerifl
iher y >« faying, there were then no o- 

p jfo n s  in the W orld  befldes A dam , E ve,

the .  H  *iever prove; and

/ ‘̂ mediately af- 
'OUf/^ of A b e l, when Cain  went

/  OM the prefence o f  the L ord , mention is

made of his (Tz/f,-- and in the fame verfe. 
of a City  which he built, p ro b a b ly  within a

wTrhn'^Ti ^̂ 3n think he could cb

h^vochtldjn, vvhom he would have
f e a r , A d a m  might have wore Children  than 
are«rfwe^j nay, we are certain he had fo,

b € l,m d  Seth, he begat Sons and Daughters, 
Ouefl. 5. 0«r Saviour fa id  to the good 

Thief on the C r o & ,—  This day thou J h %  h

Z s " ' o  T h e A p oftks Creed
Jays Our S a ^ o u r ,^  the th ird  day aroCe a-

“fe fo foolilb to 
think oui Saviours Body and Soul died toae-

*i f  fure dejeended into
the G rave, or Heii  ̂and rofe not again till the 
th ird  day.  ̂ H is  perfon, all that was in 
mm, was in the/̂ -̂ /e o / Dead, or h a te  o f  

but ins Soul was in P aradifi, 
where he prcmifed the^oo  ̂T h ief, he fhoutd 
that very day, be with him. and undoubted- 
Jy he was as good as his word.

immediate
caule 0 /Sodoms overthrow;— whether k  
XPOS not attempt againft the Angels ?

more will make it run over —  That Jafl ahcL  
rninab e Wickednefs and Impenitence, even 
after they were ftruck^blind, did, no doubt, 
fill up tUemeafure of their Sins, and make ’em 
rtpe for D tvine Vengeance. ^

Queft. 7  r i s  fa id  in the Hiflory o f  Abra­
ham,-^ Three men ftood before him, and he 

feeing em, feU  down and fa id ,—  My Lord - -  
I  he meaning o f  it f  ’

A nfw . S ^ ie  have hence endeavoured to 
prove the T p m ty ,------ but we have dearer
places, and don t need it. What we efteeni 
more probable, i s , -  chat one of thefe three 
men or Angels which appeared in the form of 

himfeif, th^fecond perfon in 
the ever bkjfed I n m ty  who is called the A n -  
gel o f  the Covenant, and the A n g e l  which de- 
le e r e d  Jacob from  all evil. This A braham  
knew, and accordingly adored him, not the 
others, winch w('ud have been idolatry.

Queft. 8. W hether Fharoah were a proper 
Name, or only fignificant o f  the Royal Station 
among the E g y p tia n s  ?

jd n fw .  From the long continuance of that
’v? comparing

It witl others like It, we chink it raoft pro- 
bablethat iwas b o t h F i r f t ,  a Co£„,W„ 
froni fome accident or other affixed to one

T T - ’  ' ' ’^ 0  ^ e in g  in  high efteem  
Smongft em for Ins Prudence, Valour, or V ir -  
tue. It might afterwards be taken up by his 
Succeffwrs For his and their own Honour, znA  
ih€ more to ingratiate themfdyes with theAyuntamiento de Madrid



Peoth. asweHnd in t h e O / f ’s. and M g f  - 
j ! o (  t S  - a n d  perhaps in other In-

^^Oueft 9. DUo^ir S^iwW i Humane or D i­
vine N iu r e  dilplay »  M  i  “ ’" i
^ l  Ear h - , - V e .  M  he wm Sinlels W
Troughc Miracles hke a God 
all other things Uh “  man, M  m k s  L ife

‘" ' i / r U n d o u b t e d ly  there apP^red mudi 
fMre o f  his Humnnity than o f h S Dmmty 
X l e  he was here, for his «  m- 
deed ^yrouded or hid in Ins DC
ina then in his ftace o f Exw.imnon and H h m - 
r^tinn And *twas necejjary that he ihould
K o t h l i f e  he could not have .icif to

m  Cod creeae Man un- 

capable o f linning? Wrt]  ̂ \e(k
^ h e  very Queftion is little lets

than I f  >  vThich
p M o f  fn rw g  he had not been
L  co ild  not have beeniuthout a W
ierty and PatioMl Pcfwen,capahk oi chuji g an
„ / ;# £ G o c d  and E v i l N o w  ^
did c r t d t e a creature m  this, "I>at wn ^
a better reafon than that *v re b y  he might 
manifeft himfelf, and both excrcife and de- 
ntmftrate his Wifdom, 0 oodttejs, M ircy. Jufttce, 
p Z r ’ztti all Other his Dmue Amthutes,
which are the lame with his 
thing but what S ratwml is a p™per -Uhject lor
proper P u n i f i f n e m s  znd Rewards.

I I .  K hy diaChxd\take upn km  the
nature of Man on purpole tofufer E>«ath /or 
Redemption, and _ yet pray that that Gup

'” ’3l»/w^*H™dio’ *not ahfilutely pray that it 
might pafs from hm , but only, i f  I‘  wero P i-  
l i e  Z  Z  this to Ihevv him felf a real man 
and as luch yi«//We ot pam, and delirous to 
avoid it but this Hill "  iih the moli ennre 
Suhn.iS\on and Refignation to God ^
appears-trim the following words, d^otmy 
Willy but thint he dor,f>  ̂ , r

Quert Pfhat'i^ouoncanwehaveof
nature of that Being mhich never had a be- 

« • «.
® ‘T y i  Anitrprr/rffone, for could we rom-

p r e J d  him fully, ''■ e
treat, but alfo greater than he. ImperjePi
therefore inrWrffiow to c
or all o f  our Notions even alwut Senfihle Oh
je6lst ever prefent with us, whereof w e 
but very little as to their Properties or 
taresy—  what ftrange thing then is t r  It we
can’t comprehend the merrprfhenfibley \X_Wt 
are loft in what’s Jnfinitey and Eter­
nal ? Our heft notions o f G od are only nega- 
m e  in rd p c a  of our (elves and our own
weaimels —  v.e rerr.ove all thole Impcrfelitom 
which are in our fdves  and attrthute the con- 
, rat its thereof to thatm pft m
whole very bflence is included all pojftble

f"(^ u e lh  I? . K’f’o v -"
mocritus for  laughing, or Heraclitus for 
wetping?

Both equally in the Xfrong, one run­
ning as h r  in one exream  as the other in the 
contrary. T he m rld  is not fo had ivor r.ife^ 
rahle, but Ekraclum  might have fouiid fome 
thing in it to have made him fm k  w ira a huie 
more reafon than leeing an / fs  rnmnok ;  hijtUay 
nor fo happy , but VemocntMy if he luo lua 
much (Lood naUire, might have found Ouj.cts 
in’t, more than enough to haveyp(.;-=v hts 
Laagh er, In the mean time, as there are 
few perfons will be langhed out o f th or Jaaks, 
fo a  man may cry his Eleart oat before Cven 
ihcv’ll ^mcnd em 5 and upon the whole, 
^twasnot at all likely eitlier ot theie 
siants fi^ou d produce any gooa ejjdt oy their 
hehavioury on tlic mwds of ff.ew, only making 
ihemfelves equally riduulous.

Queft. 14 . I'f hether  ̂the ftratagem o f Zopy-
rua tvere f t  for Imitation ?

Anfw. By no means, and upon no account, 
T he Story is.—  that he rat o f  his m n No e, 
Ears, and Lips, and having thus frightfully 
mangled h iin lelf, fell to the Bahloma,,’ , 
whom his Mailer had long iefeged m vain, 
pretencing ’tuas he hac io ujtd him-, by 
whom being believed and made their cover- 
nour, he loon after found means to betray 
them and their C irjto  Datins, wherein ns a 
queftion. whether he were more cruel to 
himfelf, orfalfe  tothofe who tritfteahim, nei­
ther o f which feems to deferve either Itnttamn 
or Commendation. ’T is true, p a r m  highly e- 
Jleemed him for the aabn. and he had reafon, 
fince he had not many SubjeSs who would 
endure fo much pain, and luch a lafting <(</- 
grace for him, to purchafe him fo eafie a 
h a o r y .  But after a ll, trufhd he was by 
thofe pMpfr. and '^ ''"5  looks very
ill, whatever be the occafion, a Traytor is like 
a Spye in the Court or Camp o f  an Enemy, 
a fort o f  a necejfary evil 5 but fo IS a 
as w ell as both the others, whole ofice 
and Charaner there are very few woula be
proud o f   ̂ ,

^ e f t .  15 .  J^haf^ the reafon that a
W ound in any part of the Body hy a gnawo 
or chaw’d Bullet, proves incurable ?

Anfw. I f  it be really fo, tlw reafon may 
be becaufe the roughnefs o f  the Bullet, and 
its many unequal edges tare and 
in fuch a manner, that tiS tn.poifbk it fhould 
ever ctofe again, c r  admit o f  any Cure beliciCS
Anputation. . . r \

Quell. i6 ‘ ^ ’’hy a Snake cut m o  feveral 
parts-, villy i f  the pieces te any thing near, 
joyn again, and become found and w hok,^
the ^ e r i f t  having lately feen it ? u J

Anjw. W e  fuppofe, i f  the ^ e n i i  had 
not feen it himjelfy he ttould nere have hr 
lieved it'y-- andhem uft not take it ami s 
i f  we defire the fame liberty^—  and twiu 
be time enough to enquire mco the reajon 
of the thing when w e arc once lure oi 
matter of F a fl.—  wbich wc are the more 
inclin’d to doubt, becaule o f  the Conpauy 
it comes in, as may be feen by the two icl- 
lowing rSlueries Cent by the fame Hana.
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