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The Athenian Mercury.

Queft. I. yNwhatStSitefliall fkSun, Moon
J. atjd Scars k after the Laft Day,
when there (hall be no Creature Hpon the Earth ?

Jnfw, That there fhall be no Creature .upon
Earthy or that the Earth fhall be annihilated
att\[tlafi Day, we are not fofare of from the
holy Scriptures;— perhaps thecontrary ismore
probable. FOr the Heavenly Bodies,— we read
Indeedthat the sun Hiall be mrnM into
Sack-cloth, and the Moon iInto Blood— and
the stars ihall. A/(f from Heaven-,--------- but
aswe are fure/owc of thefe are onlyfer**»w
Expreffions, fo 'tis GO be remember’d this was
to happen—" Before the great andterrible Day
of the Lord, notafter it and that Day of the
Lord, in all probability, only the bay of his
Coming tO judge Jerufalem; which was fore-
fhewn, as Hiitoriars record it, by darkning
of the Element, and the tno~ dreadful and hor-
rid Prodigies. Some great Men have thought,
thet only this sublunary 1Vorld, asinfeBed and
depraved by Sin, (Irall bepurified or changed by
theBVtfof thelaftgeneral conflagration-, but
that the sun and Heavenly Bodies™® being ma*
ny, or moft of 'em, in probability, valtly
bigger than our little Globe® and no way™ that
can be conceived, touched oOr infecied by the
sin of Man, Hiall ftill remain in the fameCon-

as they now are: Though, we confels,
we can fcarce fubfcribe to this Hypothefis,—«
becaufe tis laid exprefly,—* That the whole
Creation groans and travails for a Refloration:
nor can we well fee how that Expreflion of
whole Creation can, with any tolerable Senfe,
be explained by apart, and iht fmallefl part Of
the Creation only.— However, we think
neither Opinion but curiofi-
ty rather, and therein leave every Man to his
own Judgment.

Quelt. 2. whaisthe”tz.fonwhy 4 Man go-
Ing under Water with his Eyes fliut, cannot
open'em? Andwhyhecantihnc'em, whenm -
der Water with his Eyes open?

Anfw. We might eaflly invent a probable
Account o i t\\\% Matter, and affign the weight
ofthelvater for both, which, asin jet
down to the bottom oOf the Sea, (concerning
which, fee the Tranfadtions of the Royal
ciety,) the Toverj whereof zreprefs'ddownhy
the ‘onderoflty Oof the Ivater, prejfes here fo
ibrdupon the Eye-lid, whofeDP)W|j are but
[mail and weak, tliat 'tis impoiflble for it to
raife it felf againlt it— As tor a Perlons
not being able to flyut his Eyes under IVater,
we might fiy, *owes the got in between
theT”.f, which hinder'd the vndcr-Lid from
ritsng atjdjoyning the vpper without which,
*tis imp('lifible to jimi the Eye.— And here
Woudbeaveryfai' -ccounro~the Bufmefs:—
But tlie Mifchief is, that all this while there’s
not one If'ord Of the Matter of FaB true 5 and
fo there’'san End of afirtc Hypthefis:(— For,

let any one make the Experiment, as he may
eailly do, ina Bafm of iVater, (much more ef-
fectually than Sir iV/t"o/*ws learning to/iw'w
onthe Table-Board,) and he'll find that he may
eiclief put his Eyesthut m ier Water, and open
'em there * or flut 'em afterwards, when he
puts 'em under open 5 hay, open and (hut em as
often as he pleafes. :

Queft. 3. Why the River Save at Belgrade
runs “"much flower at Mid-day and Midnidit,
than at other Times, theCaxikbeingneitherKe-
flux, nor Stop of Current by Wind or other*
wifi f And why the faid River and the Danube
run together, as by Experience they are found
to do, and yet their Wztexs «or mix, the Da-
nube running uppermoft, and the Save under,
feeing ‘tts not in the leafl unc™ioUS ?

Anfw. Thefe wou'd feem two very great
Wonders, if the QueriSb had not been fokind
to quote his Author:— He tells US, he had
'em out of Sir H.h”s Fovage into the Levant*
which being well confiderd, we believe
there’s very few Readers will expedi any far-
ther Anfwer.—  Only, as to the latter of the
two, this may be obferv'd out of Dr. Burners
Letters, that the Story of fhe River pafling
through the Lakp Lemain, inthe fame man-
ner chele two are (aid to run, without mtX’
ing, isa perfect fable.— By which, if there
were any need, we might give agood Guefi
at the Truth of the other, without going fi
far to difprove it*

Queft. 4. Witches can contrail their
Bodies into fi1 narrow a Compafe, asto convey
themfilves through a Key-hole ?

Anfw. The QueriB might as well have
ask d,— how they can be in two Places toge-
ther™~. ~ce we have Authentick, Evidence
they have been really wounded at a diftance,
and given exaB Accounts of things which have
happen'd tnany Miles from 'em, at the fame
Moment. Thefe things are performed by
the illufive Arts of a prseBigiout Damon
Wounds may be infliBed by him, on the fame
part of the Witch or Wizard, whcreln thofe
Airy Forms, which he has made up in their
Shapes, may have been flruckit, of feeming-
ly woundedAnd fuch Shapes as thofe, being
nothing but Air, may eafily enough pafi any
where, through chimneys. Key-holes, Of where-
ever the Devil pleajes.

Queft. 5. Bhy, Sea fome places-
higher than the Earth, all Riversnaturally tend
to the Sea ?

Anfw. The Sea is no more higher chan the
Earth, than the Earth is higher than the Sea *
They indeed bodl make one Terraqueous Globe,
andnone willbef o t o fay, onopartoE
a Globe is lower or higher than another,— that
Is, fenflbly or confiderably lower or higher, thcf
Inequalities there may be, and are in the moft
exJ” and polipfd Globe rfiac can be made tl?]y

the



dw Art of Man, aswe plainly enough percehe
by Microfcopes, and that iuch unevenejfes as
are as confiderahle infuch a Glohe,as any Cavity,
Or MoumaifJOn the Surface ofthe Earth. Now
fuppofing the Earth but even and equal, the
Wwater Of the Rivers, as all Water, being a
Lubricous Slippery Body, vnudhQdili protruded
or thruit forward by that which follows it,
and run infinitely, were there not a Recepta-
cle made toretain this the sea it felf does
as far as it can, being[hut In by thofe Gates
and Bars which it cannot pafs. But thofe
little ineqHalities,w~ have granted in the Earth
will abundantly fatisfie tins Scruple. Water
generall Rifis INn Mountainous places, and in its
current, has a Senfible Fall before it Difen-
hogues its felf into xh~Ocean.

Q u e it-seeing there isdaily fuch prodi-
gious quantity O/ Water frosn all the Rivers
running into the Sea» how comes it not to be fil-
led, andfo overflow the World ?

Anfxv. There is indeed an hconceiveable
quantity of ~ater, every hour difcharged into
the sea, from thofe vatl Rivers which empty
thenifelves into it. As the Nile, the Folga,
the Danube, the Rhine, the and Others
in our World,not to mention thofe vaitly lar-
ger in America, all which, if exactly Com-
puted, wou"'d puzie a good Naturalifi to con-
ceive, orgive any Tolerable Account how the
whole Body of the Earth Ihou'd be fufficient for
its perpetual Secretion, and draining it through
its fecret Dusls and Channels. Indeed, were
all thofewaters torun in, and have no Tent or
Ctrculation, *twere impollible, unlefs there
were aproper Abyfs to contain it; but that
it muft Z\r\o(i immediately 1verflow the World :
As were all the Blood which paffes thro 'the
Veins, to flay in the Heart, a Man cou’d not
live a Minute. But befides the huge cavities
or Ciflerns that Nature has made to contain
ihe(e Watersoxi the Surface of our Globe, the
Sea being rather larger than the Land, and
fome Seas to us unfathomable; and thofe yet
much more valt Receptacles In the Bowels Of
this Globe, whofe Diameter being near feven
thoufand Miles, fuppofing we allow'd it 500
Miles thick , wou'd have yet above 6000
Miles Capacity™ | fay> btfidesall this, there
Isundoubtedly acirculation of Water through
the Globe, the Salt Water by fecret paffages,
being forc'd down through the veins cf the
Earth , and by thispercolation, cafting off its
salt, and flowing Frejh agen In Springs and
Rivers — all which Keafons are together, a
Satisfactory Account, why the sea docs not
overflow the Earth,

Quell- 7 How a Silk-Worm lives when it
has left eating, and is enclofed in its Webb P

Anfw. Itlive* on that Stocky which was be-
fore laid in, and which fuffices its little imper-
feEl Life, much more eafily by its being endo-
fed Inthe web, then if to live without eating,
when expofed nahed to the Air,'— There are
feveral things which make new Aliment con-
tinually necejjary tO Living Creatures, when
In their Natural State, among which Tranf-
piratson by the Pores from within, and the
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preying of the Air On the Body from without',
by the firft of thefe, as Phinhfophers tell us, a
vaft quantity Of matter is every day thrown of,
which mufl be fuppued 5 by the latter we fee
even Stones, Iron and Other the mofl Solid
Bodies are worn away — neither of which ac-
cidents the surworm feems obnoxious UNCO, Or
at lead isfo Ina much kfs degree, than fuch
Creaturesas ire O'penly expfed to the Air, and
therefore can live longer and better without
Nourifiment, than Others can.

Qieft. 8. li hat"'s the Reafon that the greatefl
~ils are generally fifeegreacell sots/’

Anfw. Becaufe chere’sno as the
Proverb has it, Without a mixture of niadnefs ,
that is,—: thofe people Who In this Age have
refolved to be called Wits, are fuch as have vaft
Fancies, which perhaps even without their Ib
much indulging and giving them the Rdns,
would be too ftrong for their Reafon, but tliat
being done, Whereas they ought rather to take
the Council of pPhsbm to his young H(u-
Bruins—

Parce puer StimuUs, ~ fortius utere loris,
they grow entirely Mafeers,run away \WIhxe
poor Tvitsgis thefe Fiery- Mouth'd fades did with
Phaeton, and throw 'em headlong into the grdat-
ell Extravagances — and when they have
fpent cneir spirits in whatever wild Adi-
ons they can think on, when all the brisknefi
of life isrun out in Froth, what remains, mult
of necelliry grow vapid or aiger, wowle Re-
flexion on their Folly ftupifies andftuns them,
ai™ they can find no cafe or quiet to their
Minds bur by hgeping them fill a much as
pofliblein the km t Humour.

Quell, p Whether tis better for a Man to be
hrn Poor and Fortunate, or to be bom wvh a
Confiderable Efiate.®

Weconfefs 'tism tvtry rationalto talk
of any fuch thing as Fortunate Or zZ/nfortunate,
abflraSied from Induflry and Reafon. and are
lure that thofe things are very often in ouroip«
power-, and we fee, every day. Men ftyfe them-
felves unfortunate, when they are indeed either
imprudent, Or criminal, Or together: But af-
ter all, it mufl be acknowledged there is fuch
a thingas a Lucky Hit, whichfome Men have
more than others, and there feems fome Foun-
dation M Reafon for that odd Proverb— G'fw
a Man Luck,and throw him into the Sea. NoW
what this Buck or Good Fortune is, twill be ve-
ry convenient to enquire, and even a certain
modern Philofopher, who was noneof the
bejt Divines, tells us — tis nothing but the
Tavour of God Almighty. {Sific- omnia di.vif-

>And if fo, he for fuch ends as he
thinks fit oftentimes raifing one, and depref-
fing another unaccountably to the commen or-
der o f caufes and appearance of Reafon, it'sa
c4/cwillcjuickly he decided. That'fis much
better to be Born in this Sence Fortunate,th<f
never fo poor . than tobe born Heir to the
greateil Ellate in the World.

c”ell. 10. 1f anything Temporal, ma~be
made f ere ?

Anfw. Yes, what we give away for therR~_
lief of the Brave and Miferable ?
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