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taken, there wtU be no manner of diffioiUy in the
place.

Quefl.d. Whttber Ahafucrus in Sacred Writ, ivm tht
fmt with Xerxes in Proiane Hiftory ?

wifw. We rather believe hhn thefimt witli Anaxerxes,
who fiiccccded Xerxis: Our Reafons are, bccauf.*
who fiiould bed undcrflantl the Hiftory of his own Cruvry.

a”™ms it j or rather takes it tor grantid"ti athing whol-
ly uncontcftable, becaufe the of great Antiquity
and AHthoriti® confirms the fame, as well as the Latin Vtr-
fioni bccaule Aiufuirus and AUixtrxts are of the fane™ cr
very»Mr jignificationy ticing as much as
as JJud or Chitf. Thus An, in the Pi"(tan Lsngiugiy alfo
fignifies Grrat, being acommon amongfl’'em, asi™r-
YodoUts xAWoMiy and we find in thofewOTds,— Artal/jnis,
ArUvajUtSy &c. and X rjr« much the lame with Ao/b. This
Artaxerxes rul'd from Judu to Ethiopia, or Cu'h; he livid
at Sufa, or Shu'han j— he reign'd in Feast: AH which be-
long to Ahafuerus, and hardly to any other of the Kings f)}{
Pe~ti, who arc affign’d in his room. We find alfo, he
made ufe of the Council offtven Princes j which E(la?lilhrrent
was not in that Empire, till the time of Dmiiu From
whatice’fis plain that neither Cyrm nor Camfnfes ron’d be
t his N or coudithe/>4W«, who never was di-
vorc'd. but left his Wife Atofjabehind him in great ffonour—
"Nor XerxfS, bcci\i(c hewn engag'd in Wars and always un
happy.  All the di”*culty is, How could Mordecai live to tht
Time of tim Artaxtrxes ? But if we fuppofe him to be
carried into Captivity at Ten Ytars old, and to have been
very aged when ihefc things happuifd, that Objem'vnll ea-
fily vanifh.

Qiicft. 7. Wrence cones it that there's fo great a tfifference
between the holy Scriptures dnd orofane Hiftory in the
Namesoft/jr Kings fl/Egypt, Babel, otlisr Countries j
ttbich ferns the (Iranger. becanfe fomt of thofe Names art the
famre in bothyfiflorici, <uDarius, Cyrus Artaxerxes?

Anfw. For thefacred h'ifiorits, we are fure they are erst,
and confcqnendy, if there ftiou'd be any irreconcileable dif~

ferince between themand others, rhe iarter muft be mifiaken. e

But confidcring the greatdi®ance of Tine, the difference of
Pronunciation between the Hebrew and other Languages, rhe
uncertaintyof profane Hijiorians, who difagree usnmch btiween
thimfdi es, as witii tltc Scriptures, and are, at!)eft, but Frag-
nments, wc rather ought to wonder there (h. u'd be fo meny
tlames alike, than perhaps nore which difagrte. Inftance
of the difference of Nlares we have in the Qutliionjjft before
mention’'d, there being one c;*ina more which increafes the
Corffufim, which is, the famtN.ims I>cing given to a whole

Succ™n', as Pharaoh to the Egyptians, and Artaxtrxes to '

the Ptrffans, as Diodorus Siculus informs us.

<neft.8. Howoonesit to pajs that Ciia's Dmnztioa UJo
avouch'd byfomt Men ?

Anfw. We confefs, there are few Judgments of that na-
ture which wc do not think ralhly made, fuchjeertt things be-
longing to God. Butyet, ifrt/trone might venture to
pafs a Sentence, it might be. onewnu'd think intic «'afeof
Cain and Judas \ both of whom, fomc think it uncharitable
for us abfolutcly to pronounceamong the Damned:  But what-
ever their Judgments may be in thefe Cafes, particularly
that of C4i», we think it, atleaft, among thwi% mo™highly
probable, that he isof that Number* both becaufe he went out
fromthe Prefence ff the Lord, th Communion of his Church,
in his Father’'s Family, whither, thatwe know of, hene»
ver return'd 1,----- and beraufe of what isfaid of tliofc Re-
probates, Sc. Jude mentions, who had gone m the fVay
W C4»ji, and perishd in the Gainfajing of Core.

Queft. 9. Howjhali a Perfon eff an ordinarv Capacity he
throughly fatisfy'd, that the Bible that is now us'd in this King-
dom, Mtlwfamc thatwas written  ffcf sipoftles uvdP-o-
phets, 04th~were mfpired bytiu S'>u\tot God} thatitnow
tarries the fame Senfe inthe Literal UnderftandiDg, or that
'tis tht very Word of God ?

Anfrv, No rational Man makes doubt of any Matter of
Fafl, which has all the Evidences for it that the nature of
the thing will bear: And this Evidence every horgji Man h.is,
let him be never fo unlearmed, tliat thofe fVritings sve now
have agree, asto the main, with the Originals. He has the
nreontrol Td Alteflatin of aUAges and Places, delivering the
very Originals down to us, which learned and horgji Men

have tranflated into our own, as well as ofrers intoalmoft
all other Languages. He may adm have alfo the teffimony of
Perfonsof the fame Charadtr, that our Ptrfiin agrees with
ifficftOtigviais,——. This is as good, and much better Evi-
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dence, than a Man has for his own Eflate; or than is admit-
ted in Courts of Judicature to determine, either in matter of
Right and Wkong, cr Life and Death. That the hiy Scri-
Plaresarc the ffordoj God, and the fame which were wriettn
by injpired Men, and confequcntK f ave thefaneSe'fe for the
main, that they had when firft commitnd'to Whcing. and
thit Senfe, in what iir.eaffary for Salvation, ~ain, znAtaffe
to be underfiovd any Perfon of an ordinary Capacity may fair-
ly argue, fince ’tis agreeable to the Nature bf Gad to give
Yin Otaturts fomc Direilioos or otiicr in the Way lo Hti-
ven. This bare Tradition, or Reafon, are too weak, to per-
form. This no other can pretend to} and this,
the fame Goodrefs wh.ich gave it, isoblig'd to prejerveit from
any iffeutial Aiter'acim.

<\Wii. 10. Wat Credit i* to be given to the acoount of
Singing Pialms in the Air at Cevenr.es ana other places w
France, daring the heat of .the Perficution, as rilatid by
Menffur Joricuitto Pa. orallLetters?

A’-fw. Our Opinion is, if the FaHSt true, that'was
only the Ecdm of fome Voices fm.ii.ng in the hollows of the
Mountiims, svliere the ponr Protefiants might be got togc-
thcra' their D;i'6tMW, which \iy the particular Scituationof
the place, and perhaps the of tYfCWhd, ivight ke
heard at fo great a difiance,----- wc hope none will e
this Gi7i>>t or ours in ill part, fince it becomes fuchas
wou'd (ear-chafter Tratij, not tol>too credulous in the iflii/
of fudi things as feem vifibly to furpafs die orainary Fov-
trs of nature.

Queft. I1.
the Flood ?

Anfw. TktIeamtdmAjud|C|oua"|TWAttrRthelgherTfe"
it was Cruelty: And indeed, that may feem ‘o be nore
parcicnilarly pteroidtd againft by God, at die Rt-ptapling if
tht World by the Sms of Noah, who, tor that End. were
forbidden TO B.W. ’Tu true that we read in fevfral
places, before the Flood came upon the Earth, rhtt the wkilt
Earth W6 fill'd with VioUncf, and tor that Reafon G4
fays he wou'd deftroy all Flefh. But ihi™ Violnee ts uot dc-
terntiu’d to Cruelty and Murders only, i oce li .-rav refer &
much to Rapes. Robberies, and all firts of IfuHice, com
mitted with a firong Hand, aU the Wurldover.  If wc may
be ptrmifcd to add our Judgment, we are inclind to
diink it was not oreliagle Sin, fo much as a Cenplicativi
Of Sins, and that univerfally praftfed, for which the
World was defirry'd, (though, undoubtedly, thofe men-
tion’d might go a great way amongft rhe reft.) For ths
fays Godis Spirit,--—- “ Every Imagination of Man’s Heart
1'wzionljevU------- Andagan, “ The was ru-

rupi, and all Flefh had oorrupted his Way.

(iueft. 1j. Promwhence carre ffrfi the Superftition ef Ab-
ftaining/rcw Flelh? Or where hadit its Ortgxnall

Anfw. 'Tis a fhftion not edfie, perhaps impojtble, to be
decided, whet;ier ever hle'h was eatenbefore the Floo d —
though fome tbkik the Negative more probable, becaufe, &
they obfcrve ail the Herbs ff the Field, and Fruit oftht
Trees were given to Adam to eat, but no mention at dl
made of any Permiffion he had to eat Flefh 5 whereas this
Permljion is exprtfly given to Noah, at his Coming out of
the Ark! and to what End, one wou*d tliink, if he and
all had itbefore; nay, and thatwithafcem-
ing reference to the firfi Food.----- “ Every moving thing
* that livech (hall be Meat for you; even  thegreen Herb,
“ have | given you all things. However, there have bcai,
from thole firft Agft, fomx* v$-(ins whe™ defiring to be
thought more mortified and holy than the refi iff MankH
have either altogether, or at leaft in publkk., abflain'd from
Flefh. ’Tis hard to track the very Beginning of this
¢y, Mt as hgli as Pithagoraa wc cao go with it; and the
Reafn of his AblHre.::e is known to be his Opinion coo-
Mmmg Tranfmigratim, not daring to tat Flefh, left he
fti-~ d happen to [wallow a piece of his Great-Grandfather.
'Tis a ("ueftion wheihcr the Jewijh Effenes had ihe fane
Qpinion irnm him, or ke not rather from them A famous Siii
m die Indies are at this Day of the fame Mmd ; and fome
Relights among rhe Papifii, (as well as the mad Turkijit
Derviee,) nay, all the Roman Catholickp, as 'tis known, on

and Da;;,— - as was long before prepixfied
of cm— — irifli.4,3. * Forbiddingto warr;, and eoffl*
“ mantling to abfiain from Meats; which God had created,
“ to be receivd with Tihankrgiving__ Though they”
are not much hurt by*r, confioering how they nuke it up»
in the richeft Ffjh, and tire nobleil Wins.

W.'atwai thegriatifi Sin inthe W\dd before
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