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The Athenian Mercury:
d€>iinirtrav ̂  i. 1691.

Queft. I . ¥ T  7 true Bounds of Honour, m to
\ l y  Pirfls and Seconds in Duelling ? — • and 
*  "  hiiv far may a Ptrfon of Honour refufe a

Challenge, and hosf far comply ? -------- Tour thoughts
uftn the whole.
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Atfw. The World is confounded with opinion»Cuftoms 
KifalfeKationsof Honour: —  That man is certainly the 
nejl B&nwablt that is moft Ratmal, and he is the mo(l Rational 
tbii is the hejl chrifiian j fuch Perfons as pretend not 
to that T itle, I have nothing to fay to ’em ; but to every 
one that owns that Charadler, let ’em think tlierafclvcs 
concern’d in the following Meafures. The ChriJHan Reli- 
tim is the mofl fer/efl Scheme of Morality and Greatnefŝ  
thatnirwas drawn', and teaches every man to be greater 
than Alexander himfclf, who knew not the Koblenefs of 
Self Cor juejl, and the bravery of forgiving Enemies. I f  1 am 
challeng'd, cither / have, or / have not injur’d the Chal- 
teigcr. I f  I have injur’d him, ’ tis a greater Injury, and 
ahafeObflinacy, to proceed farther ; I f  I have not in- 
JJt’d him, I ought to take fuch meafurcs as to make him 
fwCbIcefhis miftake -, and among'l ocher things, to let 
iminew / am a Subjefl\ and that Their Maj-lties have 
cfpous’d the' Right of my fluarrtl: lb that the Affront 
\(hcrever the Ĥ orld may tale it) is Icvell’dat ^o^trvereign 
fê er, who are invefted with the meafures o f Diftribu- 
non and Revenge j but when that Is extorted out o f the 
^ftrates hands into private mens, prefuming to give 
[Tws unto themfelves, it hazards the Peace o f the 
«'ngdom, by a poffibility o f growing from Quarrels to 
iMnamg , fo to Trooping, thence into Tumults and Com- 
pions, and fo into National Divifions and Inflammation?, 
;'P«'al]y where Young Men o f great Families are firtt 
orxern’d, We have almoft loft the true Notion of Vâ  
^  Fortitude, without diftinguilliing the Occafions 
*  Grounds o f Quarrels j whether they be juft, and 

, which ought only to be facrific’d to 
, Caufes, and honourable Services. It  was about 
^ '16 14 . when Men began in England to fight in 
Wj , upon fleight occafions; which induc’d His prefent 
W ,  then King James the F ir ll, Co pablifh a fevere 

againft private Combatants, and their Seconds, 
two Objediions I meet with amongft the 

'h c our Age againft the Defedtivenefs of tlie L aw ; 
l''cnrftis, that it makes no diftindlion between a hafe 

and hlliftg upon fair terms; thefecondis, that it 
_'ises notafufficientPumfbment againft fuch as give the 

l ’̂ ’̂̂  p'^contumelious languag,e. Thcfe have been both 
^ ' d  yAnfwcrM by Sit Francis Bacon , then Attorney* 
f* fhis Effea. As to the firft , «  Tlie Law

no fuch diftindlion, for Murder is jrurder. 
Law diftingiiifhesbetween Manflaughter in 

and Murder upon Malice, being the Effefts o f the 
” M a * or the Tothefccond, The
i< the power c f  cenfuring Injuries, R .̂
' in &c. And upon very good Rcafons our Civl- 

îL . '̂’̂ copcludcdtoprofccute in thefe Cafes, ( i .)  Such 
'2 \ the Field, though the Fight be not afted j
i)  n  challenges in W riting, or Meflage.

Dr (hall deliver cither o f them ; (4.) Or fliall ar- 
Challenges: C^.jTo be a Second: (6.)To 

Flhvr  ̂ Seas to Combate; (7.) To revive a Quar- 
Bruits, Pafquiis, ire. Greece and Rome had 

^rc Duels. It is faid F̂of eji &  ab !>oJlt doceri.
a Duel between two Eminent Turks, the one

N  dû n̂  Council, of
PW C h ! u n d e r t a k e  to fight one with another , are there 
av enough to ? ( z pertinent appliation

f^idnot you kpow, that whether of ycu 
V be the Grand Seigneur’s ? Judi-

'M thVvT anciently in Spain , the Goths,
^’3tions, and the French, before the 

îd pradtifed: But yet a Wife Man
%ff > Taliter pugnantes, videntur tent are, &c.

Hbt fo , fern to tewpIGod, btcaufe they are wil^

ling that God fhou'd wot\a Miracle, to \\\t ,■  that the Con-̂  
querour Jhou'd always be in the right, which has often fail’d. 
’ f is  a remarkable thing, that araongit Solon's Law s, 
there was not one againft Affronts; and being ask’d th e  
reafon why he ordain’d no Punilliments againft ’em , he 
anfwer’d , He cou’d not believe the World fo fanuftkal as to 
take ’em. No Challenge is to be accepted, or given, we 
may defend our felves, and kill the Aggrtffor too, when 
there’s no otlier way to cfcape with our own Lives. Se­
conds come under the fame Circumftances (very  near) 
with Firfts ; and he cannot be my Friend , that wou’d 
engage mo in Duelling,  contrary to my Reafon,Law,and 
Religion. —  ’Tis a bale, little Spirit, that loves Revenge. 
and Error; but he that begs Pardon for his Mijlaies, it Gene­
rous ; becaufe it is a Debt, and what is due ought not to be 
withheld ; —  Read Seneca.

Queft. 2. The {luerifi dream't he faw a Comet, and was 
extreamly frighted at i f ,  about a Month after which the great 
Comet appeared, the laft that war feen in England : He de- 
fires to kpow whether there were any thing extraordinary in that 
Dream ?

Anfw. There’s no Reafon to believe there was, his 
Dream appearing purely accidental, and form’d from 
thaIdea o f fuch Comets as he had before feen, or heard 
deferibed. There’s another Perfon < who comes in with 
his Dream too; That he faw a great Man lying dead up­
on his back in a River, with marvellous large Teeth in 
his Head. To which , all the Anfwer we think he de- 
ferves, is, That ’tis great pity the Roguy-Drearner fhou’d noC 
be Whipc ’till he confefs’d he dreamt all this waking. An­
other, o f a Gentleman whodreamthehimfelf wasHang’d, 
and looking over the Seflions-Paper, found one of the fame, 
both Chriltian and Sirname, tho’ both unufual, really Exe­
cuted j feemstobe o f the fame Nature withthe firft, which 
we have already judg’d only accidental.

Queft. 3. Whether a perfon who has been guilty of grievous 
Sins, but basnet been only truly ferrowful for'em, butabHainei 
from’em, askp pardon of God Almighty, and hopes he has ob­
tain’d it : Whether he ought net publkkly to confefs his Wicked- 
nefs,and deliver hirnfelf up to the Magijlratf ,tobe punifh’dac­
cording u  the Law ? And whether his Repentance may be judg’d  
true and fincere , without he dees fo ?

Anfw. Some o f thofe Crimes in which the Querlft in- 
ftanccs, are not putiifhablc by the Laws o f England. A s  
for the reft , That, Nemo tenetur accufare feipfum ,  No 
man Is oblig’d to acwife himfclf, has been ever thought an, 
unqueftionable Truth in the Law o f Nature; where any 
confiderable damage will certainly, or inthehigheft pro­
bability befall him for the fame. Where the Crime is 
not Capital, as infomc forts o f  Theft, the Cafe is fome- 
what alter’d : The party injur’d may be founded by a 
third Per fon, as has fometimes been done ;  and if  it may 
be without hazard , acknowledgment of tlie In jury, as 
well as Refiitution, where tis p»ffible to be made him.

Queft. 4. Whether fuch a Perfon may be judg’d a rightly 
prepar'd Communicant, unlefs be openly confefs thofe Crimes, even 
to his Fellow-Cbrifliansl

Anfw. Thisfeems a Nicer Pointths/itheformer. How­
ever, we arc miftafeen, if the Refolution thereof docs not 
chiefly depend on the Sincerity cf the Repentance. Now 
we are fare, tlie fame, and greater Sins than thefe, have 
by God’s Grace been pardoned. Thus in the cafe of 
Manafieb, who was an Open Conjurer and Murderer, and 
even in theirs who Crucified cur Saviour , who yet ob­
tain’d Mercy. Nor can wc fee any Reafon, why thofe 
who have a right to the of the Co^el, fiiou’d iiot 
have if as well to the Priviledgts thereof, and to the 
Seal o f thatPtfr</i?«in the Klcffed Sacrament; and this in­
dependent on any, but God who gives it. Nor fecras there
any Realbn to ftrain that Precept, ------ Confefs your faults
one to another, to L:ch a heigitth, as thereby to expofe a 
Penitent to thofe ill Confequcnccs, which might thence 
very probably happen.

(^ c ft . 5. Suppofe a Perfon whs hates rat, endeavours to
kin
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r L I another that Itves mt three, ^
15a w f , t»!/A *ie I* MftirircA a half. M em n  is clkemcd by f/c/û ô  ninptetn thoo.
interpfaiofmme^totheDungerof !m. i» J ^nd cimcs lets than the Earth , by Tj-t/io but nii;tt«s,
fithe jirongir, the Hatred or Love . . . .  Fftefls are ( a very great fail,) by Landibergi ĵ oo\y t^icc kfs. j}.

M fi.. They leem to ■  \h  thinks ’̂ the 5uo but a hunOted thitty ni»u tim« bigge,
fo, and the hazard )ull as much J*! ^ . than the Earth, Ctwmcu a huiulred hxtv t«o , the
u ’nlcrsftom a T h e o b g i a l R u a ^  “  a hundr/d fixty feven ,  is lib. J
Haired toberhc llronger, bcca|fe Jt makes > enough, and makes k  four hundred tluity four tunes big.
hazaal his as vvell a. hjs Bo j  U I.n,^m e, j^hereas eno &
tht F iend only ventures his Body, nay, docs a t, computations v>e may veil conclude the uacertajoty and

Wu I t a ’d be apt to S“fy h ^ e a fo n ^ o f .t m,„W ^  ,..

be from the difference o f *he S  .  . hecaufe Amraphcl iCin£ c/Shinar, of ttbom ve read Oen. i j .
exhaled; But that obfervat.on \ „ L  The affirmative feems not improbable, fma
C om erim es this happens m F o p , feveri reafors: F irft , The general ftream c f \Vri«a
the fame ground. What s^ o r e  ^  havmg as J
thicknefs of the Fog notorious, Karnes both m Sacred and Propha
favour. Add to this, ‘ . , either bv Writers. — Agen ,  ’tis generally agreed Km<u the Sot
fuller o f foyfonoHi and I  avs ô r the inward of Semiramis, King or Monarch or Baiy/on, the (amc wii
the various operation o f Suns . Boae/s Shinar reigned in Abraham\ time ,  and that the «tr-

? v m ^ w m h  throw ’ o f the four King? by hanptned duti,
tliercof, and we may have found lome coieraoic <teu  ̂  ̂ reigned, as Chronologcrs gencnl-
o f this micter. . . . . . .  . i .  AmiT,->nc er Iv ha.;e agreed, aS years, zni Abraham came iDtot«j«,l

^ u e f l .  V. m re there fi/r ̂  l l c o  d  n g  to  t t i r c L p u m  fo m e 23 y e a r s  after &•
a r^ e  to think a!i that Story no th in g s  ^ramis d y ’ d , w h ic h  w a s  th e  r^tb. y e a r  o f  h is  a^e, i\

Arfv. W e  a r e  r e a d y  to  g r a n t  , ?  a L h i s  Feliea / f in g f m ig h t  h a v e  r e c e iv ’d  th a  we-
m a y  be r e p o r te d  o f  th e fe  t h r o r i r t i r s  0  y e a r  ifAbr%am, an d  t h e  33^.. oft*
o f  t h e  W 'a rs  o f  Trc>, w h e r e  t il  y  _ t , , i - f r o m  h e n c e  o w n r e i g n .  I t ’s  t r u e  h e r e ’s  a  g r e a t  O b je f l io n a g a iD !:^ !  
p r e fe n t  i b u t  ’tw o u ’ d  be as h a rd  t o  c o n c lu d e  f^  h ^   ̂ chederUmer a n o th e r of &
th a t  t h e r e  w a s  n e v e r  a n y  fo e  1 ^ w h o fc  C o u n t r e y  w a s  £ / j» t  o r  Peejia, c o m m ^ l
a s  th a t  th e re  w e r e  n e v e r  ^ J ’  f  ^ I j e f  i „  th is  E x p e d it io n ,  th e  Kings of W c ® ,  & c . Ikii|
us) never fich % hnce \ i s  oMy a his ValTals, not the others. -  And tins not well agreeuj 
tive Arguments with the amount profane Hidorl^ give . f  fb . . . J
matter oi w®® | c„h iea. Plutarch has an ineeni- nefs o f the Babylonian Empire at that tii
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live /irg<iu,v.^» u T>eTjer to fuch Authori- with tne account proranc n iautf^  give us o f the p j
matter of Fadl, wee I refer enc Reaacr i  Babylonian Empire at that time. Tho to
ties as wehave heonlyfumms Sir ifWterRaWfigAvery judidouffy rcplycs,------Thatbil
ous Difeourfe thereon. ^  J  either J c  , and the foftntfs and luxury o f  N iM , the yaft C o "" " - "
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ucb 4b ww ixaf^ ............K,t«-;h«» tnirrhief is heonlvlumms S ir lfw rriw n ’feJgovciy )iiui«-wuuj
ous Difeourfe thereon, ^ fide, and the fofcncfs and luxury o f  Kiniaiy the v aft Conque kefw
up the Evidence, himfelf paffing nm and Semiramn being loft, the Empire he Polfeil iiii^
leaves the Reader 'o  ^  J^  |   ̂ ^  mentions Thalt be agen reftrain’d to Babylon, the Plain o f S h m a r^
any Sentence. ^^^.” ‘̂ °^^h?denred to be acquainted m u c h  fsialler T ra ft o f Groutki than it formerly

H  from hence chedertaomer might date the Graiidcaid
with that ^gorous

have not one word on t, ^unkfs The Gentleman mentioned in our laft M e^
as ^n^5ative Argument c a ^  ,he Account he promi^d us o f his fix «
Ihou’d fay for him, That he was a m  ̂ Confeffions he has got from fcveral H
too much Gallantry to boalt o jf'm w , ( fome o f ’em o f no mean Rank ) about tltf
Pomponm Mela are pofitive ^ to vouch) firft Engagements, t h e i r vith Confiience, fsil

X T o l  the mc| 4  o f their ffifirng it ^  the ^  ^
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the River jnejnoaoon, r ^  jj bepublilh’d as a warning to vicious
Troy ) the other on the Caffian Sez. in our Anfwer to the Queftion about
either Pliny ot Claudian , ^  . Credit to confirm m ikers, which will be publifli’d next Ttfr/iiiyj- Tl
whom we efteem much f  t^g^Jh ileto  take true, we fhould then have anfwercd the Oucftions
thehrExigence : Only thin r-arned Gentleman Sir us concerning Love and Marriage-. But ^ in g  J 
notice, that that Judicious a n c i ^  jpeedyAnfmr to this, we {hall (for ^
Walter Baraleigh d id ^ fc a l ly ^ ^  anfwering o f the Lovt^efiions till nex^^^

-u.,> *i,;c:« d^v.______TheOueft on about the Eleftion o f thc »*
i r u i i e r  n a w it ig , '' , 5 . ^ ,  .1
pie, and Teems a hctlcdifp eas fW  this in thepf̂ t̂ /? day.-------- ineuucm on 4uuut w*v
ted in sir ^ohn Chardin men- Pope, will be anfwcr’d at the end o f our Second ^

m^nMf Cokhu Mensrelia, and thofe parts which i f  not before.

feem to be the The flrange Relation concerning the I
Hiftorians, Particularly An. an Daughter, {hall ll^Printcd Saturday, with our̂ H

ih % m . Moon and Stars, each of which they ma e fo many Queftions fent this Week, are i \ m
times bagger than Ea^b pretend to anfwcr’d in the Supplement to our F i i J  Volume,

J ^ r  matters which depend  ̂chiefly on our Weekly Mercuries already puWiih d, and the reft ̂
S i l a u r e f  aid protab”  sup^fitions, Tbxt there « „  be .blwer'cl »t the end o f our Semd nlumu \
be no great certainty in things o f * JS  Natore, we may 
rationally infer from the vaft and irreconcileable 
betwixt W  Computations o f the moft 
Inluftrious in thefe Sciences. They all reckon 

and bignefs o f the Stars by comparifon 
in whofe Diameter they don't very much differ 
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! îEii] 
pHTOli. 
»fcPr
Jodth
Wob
Rdigi, 
Smtd' 
he IDO

I ,{̂ hen
^ a n

,Weha<
hothti

haayp
If^gh
iQppre
H  ( 
Iftlon

'Cdby,
thcBji

And

for ^W ton  at the in the rc.Ur^y. ^̂ 9‘ '

,<vcrv
14 ^ 1,

> s i  
ulat t! 

,'httk- 
ligate

Itlay
’̂ etron

Ayuntamiento de Madrid




