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The Athenian Mercury:

CuerDap, Anguflli. 1691.

Qicft r; A Minifternear Cyrcnceftcr inthe County of

f\  Glocclier, having [worn net to marry any
n ?erJons.cla»defl;nely in an Alehoufoy or any
tlitr enUwfid flace, but in the Church vilh Banes or Licenfe,
dU neverthflefs marry feveral Peoyle in an Alehaufe vithout
Baesor Luenfe « end being ae”d rthetber he vas not forfeorvy
afmred Ro j for fays hey | wasto marry none clandcliine-
Jy in an Aichouff, but a Coujple coming to me to be
Married is Tome------- vfon th'n E*uivoention he thinks himfelf
atfrfvern : 1 tfiru'd Jeftre your Opinion tf it ?

Mft. Several Letters are come to our Hands upon
this Subjcdl , which we ha\c been willing to wave, as
bciog very tender of the ftefutaticn of that Cloth'. But
fi*cc by other Letters we are inform’d, ciiat the Con-
Jguniccs of this Aftion terminate in a very great Fraud
and Injuftice about an ElTate, we out of rcQie™ toTrutli
adjulHce , have thouglic fit to return onr Anfwer ,
which Qe a Scliolar is concern'd in'c, wc ihall firft
givehim the Definition or Axiom of Perjury, which the
Sc-oolmm have laid chiwn, vlg. Perjuiiam efi diSum ha-
tktmifiifimy veLinfeVel injurantit ONinioney jure jurando
Myeraam, taj :i modi, afeveretio divinje adverfitur reve~
tutity im Dei oentnnrturn mplicatum htbet , eb idpe ne~
Tie ititT lethalia refenfetur peccalUy IUertt nihilominuiter-
fAftblkuti Munu adminijl: a/iii A aiterim pojiulatu, eh eo
N perfjtratlnm feieret, jMjarandwU exigere , “nod idem
» mvalo homise Crimen eft Gravifimum, fofet tamen

ad rei duhUe ccnfirmaticnemy at eo de cujtu perjurh
carti hahe'rty fine culpa jtujurandum pojluhre.  Upon
I Snppofition that the Account wc have receivctl is true,
Hiich wec are as willing as we can to disbelieve, we
~ 1 in Examination prove that the two effential parts
®f Perjury muft be grounded upon this Afiion, v;T.
in the Ooihy andfilfity in the Opinm of the Swear-
“fthy a truth. To the firfi, that it .is effcntially ~ e,
*P?arj both from the Manner tlic Law requires injn
as allb to the Orthography of the words: as cb'
“<Manner the Law requires. The Sxtearer k to ufethe
Nis in that fence that the tenderer of the™ Cath gives i/ia,
*Awnbis vroif. A dreadful liifiaace of Equivoca-
Ily we Live in the Indance of Arrius the Heretick,
fwore to the Tenets in his own Book he had un.
A hisCoat, ami not to thofe that were oifer'd to him,
**Na*he return’d home voided out his Guts in aHoufc
«fOfice; Bat as to this Equivocation , that a Marrjfia®
Nindsnot a Marryingfeme. Tis ilie meaneft Subter-
that ever | knew , and proves juft contrary to
he would have it, towit, thatheisPerjur'd, (fup-
thecretation to bcTtutlijl 'ds fuppos'd he wou’d
laid, that the not marrying nore had been a marrying
“*1 for here net ami none being two Negatives, make
y Arfinnative, to wit, feme. We cannot by this plage fup-
jy«h,ir. anv thing but a Scholar, and if any Scholar at all,
, ,he hts Opinion , as well as inthe ef-
yial faifiry of bis 0/ith, both which are fully prov'd by
“sfecond 0.1th he cook of their I>cinj; m4llied.
xuei{. 2. if-ketl-er a Perfon made (fo that he k
o return pertiinnt Anfipers to the Mini/iery either
diQated tJ him) canatfuch a time he proper™
married according tothe Lev of Oodf
Refjre I return a Negative Ani'wer where a
Naive Oath has alreadv been pal’'d, asthe Letters by

*fthnn, | {}iaB premife , that other different Oaths

ANken, asthat the Man vm made drunk] f<~ proof
they alledg’d , that being ask'd, Wilt thou

j Woman to thy wedded Wife, he made no other
wtr but this, / muftgo to fifs: Hut upon a fuppofiti-
by fi*vcral times asking, he madcufeof all lus
NN-mfes, it won't follow tliat the Law of God
aji, this as a Marriage ] for the Wifdom of
mm appointed the MatrimonialOfficctobeufed
W a Sappoficion, that thewords in’t arc to be offer'd
‘kh perfom as know what they fay. The words of
are not the clfcntia) aft of Marriage, but a

7/

publick Sign or Solemnisation of a Legal Contraff made
between the Parties beforehand. Now words being
only the Index of our Minds, and when words are for-
ced upon us by undue means, the fence of which we
neither underftand nor niily 'tis a Sacrilegious Rape
committed upon the Soul, which by how much itis of
a more excellent Nature tiian the Body , by fo much
greater is the Injullice, and deferves a fevercr Inquifi-
tion than what our Law requires for the Satisftftion of
bodily Rapes, and all Perfon’s concern'd in fuch Adlions
arc a fort of Spiritual Pimps.

Queft.  what Diftinliion the Scripture mekes behfeen
a natural man and a Spiritual man, or whether Learning ire
the Hebrerty Greek”and Latin makes a Divine ?

Aiiftr. This is anotlier of the unanfwerable (“eftions
which we had fame time Imce Pent us. The Author
adds his own Thoughts thereon. “ That a natural nun is
‘‘ not taught the underftanding the Scriptures by the Spi-
“ rit of God which indited 'em, as the Spiritual Man is,
“ That not many wife or noble are call'd, but God has
“ chofen thefoolijh things of this World to confound the
»/y>.  That hence it follows, that Humane Learning,
“ chat is, fayshe, Learninginthe Gr«i, and ij-
“ /A, docs notmakea Pii'/w or man: That this

Humane Learning may interpret the Scripture from the
“ Original, but 'tis Kevelaticn only muft unfold their
“ meaning: Thatone who underftaiids not thofe
“ ges, may by Kevelation be an abler Divine than fuch as
“ arc very well vers’'d in 'em , which he proves by the
“ Inftance of St. Paid, who whilft he was a Leaned but

natural man, and before he receivid the afllftance of

Kevelatien, perfecuted the Chordi by Comraillion from
“ the High Priclt and Pharifees, learned but natural men:
“ Where he adds hisfear leaft we arc now as ignorant as
“ the Jeifs then, bccaufe we think none a Divine without
“ Humare Learning: and is concern'd left there fliou'd
“ be now a Famine of the Word for want of it's being
“ rightly interpreted.

And thus have we patiently and fairly reprefenced
the fubftance™n” ftrengtb of his Argument , by which w5
ntay fee there are fome Perfons ftill foolim enough to
fee up for the old nev lights, which went out in a fnuf
fome thirty years paft, and have ever fince been Ib joftly
exploded. Suppefing the Roafts of tiiofe concern'd in
this and the pafs’d C~Rions to be true, that they have
been Jhotrn to feveral great Divines about ,Toi»rty we don't
wonder that they have thought it worth the -while to
beftow an Anfwer co fo inucli Confidence and Ignorance™
We had alfo refoivcd to flight this, but finding it ftill
font in agen, will now difpatch It to get rid of the Im-
portunity of thofe concern’'d chercin.

To the Queftion, What DiflinSion the Scripture makes
belveen a Natural- man and a SpHtual man, or ahether
learning in the Hebrm, Greek,”or Latin, mekes a J>ivine ?
To the firft part we anfwer,>------ That by Natural men
the Scripture means, fuch a one as arlfes no higher
than the attainments of nature, orunafljfted , as
did the Vhilofophers, and othersj by the Spiru
tual mm,one who is affifled and guided !>y God’s Holy Spirit
into the Truths of the Chriftian Keligion-------- For the ft-
condpart of the Queftion, thatand it’'s dependanccontbc
former is very pleafant, tr vheiher Learning in the Hebrew,
Greeks and Latin mekesa Divine: So that hisinterpretation
of Natural man, is, one that has Learning \n the Hebrew,
Greek, and Latin , or as he afterwards has it, Humeae
Learning, moll profoundly intimating, as men ofhisCa-
pacity generally believe, that chew’s no Humane Learning
befideS Learning in the Hebrew, Greek,, and Latin. His lo-
terprctaiionorSfirftfltf/is a Devine, gt Teachqr of
others, whpreas the Apoftle fpeaks not here of anEvan-
gelill, Prophet, pfesbytef, bfitoF the Chriftian church in
general, »ftd the thereof. *

But he explains hismeaning inwhat he adds, that a
natural man is not taught- tfre underftauding of the Scrip-
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