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The Athenian Mercury:

Aflturtiap]

'hen w0 Armies are ingageti, whether
God Almighty always fights for ore,
or if he dees not often leave it to

Gace, trtbefirengthof Arms} If otherwifef AopL ewis/Ae

Tjmiottdbefo greata Conqueror P
Mfw, Bktaline indeed tells a Story that two Armies,

beingon a Time ready to engage , both On all Accounts

equelly match'd, In Sun, Ground, Wind, Kumber,
Courae, officers and Generals, and both fides pray-
ing devoutly for Succefs , it was thereupon ordered
ihove, tilattwo Armies Ihou'd never hereafter meer up-
an fuch equal Term?, but that the fide which had an
idvantagein Umber, Courage, ConduH, &c. fiiou'd hence-
foward always have the Viiftory. The Fable was pro-
per enough for an Italian, and the Moral vcrypleafing
to a Nation tiiat's almoft all Atheifis. But we have
leemt better, That the Race is not to the Swift, nor the
hitttito the Strong.  Whence it's plain, that ftrength of

Ans does not carry it, many unforefeen accidents in

iaxments Time altering the whole Face of a Battel,

Jadfnatching it out of their Hands, who think they

are fearc or it j and this either by a motion made on

Nisind of a General, or infatuating him and his

«'"Hbts, or a Tannkh Fear unaccountably feizingonthe

~Niers onone fide, or an extraordinary Valeur given on

“cotiw. Or elfe by outward Caufes, a Storm fud-

rifing. Thunder, Lightning, the Sun, the Wind,

w which have in many Inftances entirely alter’d a Bat-

H fromwhat at firft it appear'd. Nor is this to be

Wfrd to Chance, or | know not what blind Caufc,

~nidi isnothing at all,) but owing to God’'s Provi-

and wife Difpofal of all Humane Events. The
were a Glafs to the whole World, when Pious,

JT Arms were fiiccelsful againft never fo great odds,

snthecontrary, they had ft'ill the worft-------- Things

fo e’ear now it's own'd, why God calls the 'Vi-

i* ftill
in the

QL.

»amorc ft,n of fuch vaft Numbers, and moll of all the
of Kingdoms and Emfires. For the Objcdllon
Nyit, if theftrengtn of Arms did notcarry al'l>» cores
te anttote fogreat a Conpetori We might ca-
liofwer, Hot by the Jlrengtb of Arms, it being notori-
2[i»ugh, that he never fairly wonaViaory,tho’ he has
yflight many. Buttocome yet clofer, let the Ob-
be fo modeft to ftay till he fees his End, per-

Ifch-k having oftentimes been fulfifrcd-to rife

n. m ldos?” order toa greater Fall. Att.er all, if that

olug, *nfwcr Expeftation, and God’s Providencefhou'd

hofc Itfj :~ ? f“fficiently vindiatedinthis, and fomeother In-

uerifts' World, let him but flay till the other, and
- "Jf dare promife him entire fatisfaSHon,

[/n™p 1 *e reany ether \Worlds befides this we

ICfAfk* World is in this .place an equivocal

Q. i"ousTrrw, which we mult therefore diltinguifii

ra Difeot™  jarcweanfwer thcQuefkion. If byif»r/<jfismeant

yiibfoM-* | "« Earth, fo inhabited with fuch Creatures as oars

1 then Ifrirc o there's no other vifibte World, bccaufe

B)tu \Y place where Mankind, or the Race of

That there arc other Globes befidcs this

‘At.'fcon™ 3re as fure of as our Eyes can make us, and

the t"oubt as long as we fee the 5ifw, Moon, and

fuccefs round us. That any of tbefe are aflually in-

at part ofe certainty can never be known, Ib we

the T4 . on k probability to be verywtfli, if it lies not ra-

er-theft |ng of ~Qf Queftion.  Sfiriti hive no

:pbnP» htn befides, the Ceed arc m Hca-

In* ni3 probality nearer this World, where

Wrs “'@l1 mifehief. No other rational Crea-

P'v * @rid for irrational, they arc

169N IVof v"'* 5fru;«., and what {bon'd they do fo far

[ »*s reach ? It's true, 6od may make fomc other
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orders of Beings, to us unknown, but ftlll according to
our notions of Things, they muft fome way or other par-
take of thefe natures before mentioned— tho’ whatever
they are, if any fuch thing, they are to us utterly un-
known.

Quell. 3, Why Religions Cenverfei as recommendedby Dr.-
Goodman in his Winter Evenings Conference, is not more
fraHisd}

Anfte. Becaufc the World is neither V>rtuom nw Ingenit-
eui enough to write after fo faira Copy--—-—- Tho’ wee'd be
as charitable as poffible, and hope one Reafon of this
negleft may be bccaufe not many perfons have Teen that
Book i for we think it almoft impolfiblc to read thofe
fine things he there advances, without fome Inclinations to
put’'emin praflice.

Queft.4, How comesthe Duty of Singing Ffdms in private
Families to befo generally negleSed as wefind it is ?

Anfw. There are a fort of Entbufiafls who negleit
this chrijhan Ezercife out of a millaken piece of Con-
feience, thinking it, forfooth, zsarnalway of W-rlbif, tho’
therein they dircdlly contradiii the Apoftles Precept,
and our Saviour’s pradlice, and may as well objcdl agaiiift
ufing Words as Tunes in Devotion, one being invented
as well as the other; nay,pcrliapsa r«nethe more natu®
ral o f the two: But of thefe there are not many. A more
general Reafon for the ncglcil may be tl'.e general Decay
of Piety, every where too vifibly reigning——#—Singing
Praifesind Pfalms to God being too Spiritual an Exer-
cife for the moft of Men, as too Carnal for fome few,
Wc are unwilling among other Reafons, to remember
that wc have feen thofe times when't had been enougli to
have been call'd a FAsw/ici, to have had any iuth thing
in n Familyl but thefe thingsare better forgotten,There’s
one Reafon more which wc -are confident has extrcamly
premdic'd the Ingenious fart of the World againft this
moft pleafant and holy Exercife, and that is the difad-
vantage of the Vulgar Tranjlation (not to add the ill
choice of the Tunes.) But this inconvenience is already
partly remedied by the incomparable 'Verfions ofMr.F«-
trick™™ (as far as he has gone) Mr, Ford, and fomc others.
And 'tis not doubted will be totally taken oif by a more
wneral and corrcdl Verfion, when ever a happy Peace
ftiall give opportunity both for that and other regula-
tions of greater moment.

Quefl. 5. Whether Pafijis ought not to be banijhed the
Hatian”-

Anfw, The Law h a little more proper Judge thanei-
ther the Querift» <x the Athenian Mercury. The Wif-
dom of the Nation has not thought fit to banilh ‘em,
and he muft be a bold Man who will pretend to lay down
berter meafures. But to come to the Reafon of the
thing ,tho’ they are Pafijls, they are Englijhmen,andas
fuch have a right to their Country and Eftates as well
as others, while tliey don't render themfelvcs obnoxi-
ous to the Grjtrnment , without which their Bamfhment
wou’'dbeas un>uft as impolitickj and impolitick 'twou’'d
be with a witnefs, todotuch a thing as muft unavoidably
exalperate all Pepijh Princes, who wou’d think they had
juft' Reafon for retaliation, and banifhing all the Protc-
ftants as we the Papiils, befides the Breach of the Com
federacy, which wou'd hereby be immediately ruin’d.
But what are all thefe prudential Confideratiens, fay fome
men, to fet by the Obligation of an jndifpcnfible Duty.?
They are ldolaters, and as fuch not to fuffer'd in the
Land, whatever Inconveniences may attend thcii reino-
vaL Befides, they are always plotting, their Religim
won't let them let us alone, and wc can't be fafe tilt
we are fairly rid of 'em.-------- Inanfwer, tho’ wc wou'd
not bfc thought Advocates for Popery, but Truth and
Reafon as for their being / ”~olaters, tho’ by their wor-
{hipping God by laggts, we really think with all Protc-
ftancs, they are guilty of what may not impropcrlybe
term’d by that Name, yet all know there are feveral
forts of Idolatry, of which,though bad enough, this is not

the



the fficft tuinous. Befides, wc kn*w fitio Warrant for
rm'.v'.nil, UoUitTiy tho’ we do fdoU out ofa Land . For
if th"v fkay kerCi ~Grace be comicrc-
cd if welLd ’emaway into Tcf* Ccmtrm, th(™ wd
thdr Children murt inev-itably omtiauc m t «t

lifw«, till the downfall Tho jhlltnercs a
gleac difference between our fuvhng cm all out of our
country, and fuffering the publick F.xercife of their Uo-
latTowi and then feducing others to it )cre, and
between our denying 'em the Lil*rtv ofthe.r and
forcing 'em to embrlce ours. As or the.r Fnmtles di-
rcftlv leading’em to , and hence our not being
fate without theic remoTC, wc are to remember that
their Ccumh ne.er oblige 'em toexc.rpare Hm>,buc
~hen they are able. They luve al-
ready, and niou’d be xtiftr now., and fenfihle ot the eafe
thev enjoy under the prtfent (jirt/fwwH/, more thanc re
thc\' had belorc fince the Ref..rmation, as well asgrate-
ful’ for the Deliverance they receivid by their
mwm as 'veil as we, they being m as *nuch dang”
of the littlt Mih as we of the great, who be”ii with
~cm as if they weitr in earncll, and ‘lad not the Govern-
ment Itrenuoiilly interpofed , and fettled all things, had
in a few weeks rooted up the very FoundatwiiOi them and
tIKir Houfe throughout ail the Km”™dcm.

Queft.«. Smet'me before the Denh of King Charles

there ms a vtty /ir.mgt Af*axemte tn the Air feen
herein England, viz. 1he 1ffi"es f Annus mAr-
ray m againfl the ether ™ the (general <f one of em bmg
Headlefs for fame time, trim fuddenjy there ms a Head
united to the Bely , thereufon both Artnes nmediate/y
vanijhed------- Tour Thoughts ate refired upon the vholt , and
what are rte to think of fuchf range P*ncmene .

Anfw. We have read many fuch ftrange Stones as
this in Books of Prodigies, but wifh moft of em better
attefted than we find 'em. Wc woud- fam know of the
Oentlc-manwho propofes the Queftion, wh” g(wa Au-
thor there is relates it ? whether he has it only fioin
fome oFtlw D/Hrff.r/joriWfrcarz«thcnprint®;, or whe-
ther lie a-ffirms itof hisown “now’edgc? But
it'true, the Event of things has long fince fufficient y
Ihpcrfeded any Intcrj>retationof ours.
grating that, and feveral other things of thefa ™ Na-
ture to”have really happen'd, as we believe fometimcs
they mav have done, it can be d ~ nothing elfe
but the 'hind warnings of foine irmfible Monitors, rtofe
perhaps who I>refide over the Fates
donis and mtions, (ifany fuch there »
fuch Jirange Tokens to pcrfwade men to Kepentaw, that
thofc Judgments may be tfurrict/which are juft
over their Heads. Or we mightadd,foppofingthis Ce-
rent Relation of our Quereft true, it nearly reprefemed
what follow'd, as to that unhappy Pnnccs
his Sons Succe"on, and immediate
thofe Phaeoomena’s were, we dare not offer
fince we can underfiand nothing, but cither
fes which convey the Hatio oi Quiddity
Underftanding, or elfe by immediate Injpiratiffis.
Uft is not expefted of us, and the firft >
becaufe the Eye (which inthis Inftance was all the Me-
dium of Conveyance; was toofar o ff; tho
had been nearer, the Apparition ought havebeen Air,or
Clouds condens'd into fuch neprefentatms ,
Monitors, Angels, M Spirits: »
Coniefture, and leave every body at w ir liberty.

1 Qmeft. 7. Why Sea-water is Salt, and jet Spring-water

pur Sm-

Tiie

N

which cones from it is fweet ? «, .
. Tlie firft part of the Queftion has alrejly
s™wer'd. ic proceeds as but lew now dou”, from

that vaft Quantity, and thofe huge Rff«h of Salt, wlitcn
arc in mViy .places at the bottom rf the Sea, or the
hardcTing'wires and Mountains. For the latter

ie Serfug-mt'er which gomes fretp this Salt is Sweet. Tis
Eﬂf Vi 9 _’?‘f‘"ﬁ?_ or P ...hjrh it- under-

« gave 0 » r.

at JC*. HH3 tar*'"" ... V.. = e R )
an Experiment commonly made by the Sea-fige. Dig a

hole one the Sea-ihore near the Water, and if the
lie Cady or clofe, the water you find there ihall be
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fwecccand ; but if roeVy or more open, the,
tecihal come up or pcrfcitly the jaRwv
Ret'bging ftraic or fine enough to drain aVfey itj
from it.

Quelt. 8. tfbelher a Contrail fclenmly mde nth ti,
noft Sacred Invocaticns, may be violated hyany unformmt-
cident or Error in Life or Manners ? (the breachoftk SntK
Carmandment only excepted) and whether the cfended Rdii)*
abandon the otherfor a new Lever, without a joynt Cnjnt,
whether it my be dove with conftnt ?

Anfw, Such a Marriage is Valid , and not to bear,
cell’d eidier with or without the Confent of cithers
both Parties, unlefs under peril of Damnation, whia
continued Habit of Adultery expofes the Viwbrnlrt
upon another Marriage, which will certainly orctc
or other be met, altho’ our Common Law takes no#
tice of it, for Marriage is like a Deed of Gift, thirf
no recalling it when once done: So that youngPfrfe
(for it’s too common a Vice of the Age) fnoud:
car;:;ful to aft no farther than they arc willing tofts
by. That Marriage is not generally what icistakn-
be. Is manifeft by the feveral Cuftomsof Nations, e
publick Solemnizacions are only to the fatisfaftion d-
World, to avoid Scandal, and make proper Objds I
the Law to work on, in mattqr of Iffiie, Debts, Nortg
ges, and togive other Perfons notice from Intrudingl;.
fuch a Right or Propriety; ail which wou’d be corfiisd;:
there was no Perfon that cou’d legally be indittd: affi
example, kWhore dtbt is herewn, but aWives her H&-L
We cou'd give many dreadful inftahees of Vow-bre™r
but of latea very particular one. Ayonng Man &sirtr.
a Maid, won her, and they were cOfifraftcd foleiiinl) »

but not marrying immediately , hcfdi;i
her for a Nights lodging,as there was convenicnceeDai
( too much as it hapned,) fhe obftinately rtfuferi, it
fore a publick Satisfaftioii was given to the Wtrli fd
promifed to marry her the next day, made manyJ;®
Prouftations of his Conftancy , and at length prcrf,;
they ftept together that Night, lbmcthing hindreiiie
Marriage the next day, and with lefs,. tho' notwi”
fomc Importunity, he flept with her again, and aw®
other Proteftation?, he wifh'd if he prov'd falfeto te
aiM piay'd to God he miglA break his Heck. In a
time fte prov'd with Child, inform’d him ofit, and m
Mm to marry her, Hebeganto fcornher, and went
courted another Miftrefs , and the next day afterl,!
lopping a Tree he fell down and broke Us Hecki
thus tlie Vowbreaker met his wlih’d for Fate :
well if all bis punijhivent was canceWd by fuch a »

meat.

We have receiv’d feveral Qiicftions, and vn?/j
markable Occurrences relating to the prefent
on foot, (and expeft to receive feveral more on the
Subjeft,) which (hall all be printed together m

AAM r. Jems Ellis fends us the. DIfcovery he n r f]|
in the Lettcrhe fent to us this Week, he fnall accowl
to his defire, have our Thoughts upon it------ WcjjT
receiv’d many Queftions this Weelt, which are anlAw |
thofe Mercuries wc have already puhliih’d.

Tie Queftions receiifd concerning the Education of fodfl!
Methods of reading EngUJb Hiftcry, 8:c. wift beanfweii’ -
little time.

3EJ\3ccttrcmcent.

~1 j™NE xt Monday teingthce lyth. of this®
. will be ftnifhed all the la Kuirliers thatm.'
pleat our Second Volume, which (hall then be W

all together, with an Index to it, and a
tila 'g ami: Rules we have lately

lh ofG:«l«

tainmenc of their Cuftoraers, fmgle Sheets being ap'
loft, except palled in a Book.
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