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he Athenian Mercury:
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i\ King and Qaccn liad
each ofthem declared their earneft De-
fine oi”"General Reformat™onQ™\)eV[ -
Bersof the People of thi* Nation: And the Jufiices of the
fcdCffor the County of Mraiif/e/ex, in purfuance of HcrMa-
idlics Letter, had caufed an Order o f Seflions for the Exe-
cution of the Laws againft divers fcandalous Sins,and parti-
cttUrv againft unlawful Plays and Sports, to be Printed,
Puwilhcd, and Affixed in proper Publick Places; and the
iMdMejor Court of Aldermen had likewife fet out an
Orderto like purpofe; and had moreover, upon the Petiti-
Mof fcveral Inhabitants of the adjacent Parifties, fetting
tochikLewd”Is and Debauchery, which hath apparently
encreafed, the Tumults, theBloodfhcd andDiforders fre-
~ntly committed5 and the continual Danger of Fire to
TOHawfes and Eftates of the faid Inhabitants, at the Fair
oiXBartholomen>f by reafon ofBooths of extraordinary
ai~efs forStage-Plays, Mufick and Tipling, contrary to
wuw, being fo many Receptacles of vicious and difor-
J™y perfom, and whereby the Trade ofthe faid Fair hath

much interrupted} had publifhcd and ported ano-
JOTSpecial Order concerning the faid Fair to put a rtop to
OKfirther fpreading of Wickednefs and Vice, to preferve

the to pro~de for the Safety of the Inhabitants, and

the full enjoymentoftheir Trades

Pi! obftruftion j And when a liappy be-

Luw "igoroufly pro-

Boofre Circumftances to ereft

bermt sndforfuchpui'pofcsasaforefaid,

henotanAbominable Wickednefs and Impiety againrt God?

A p" Infoleiice and Pre-

~Nir Majerty, who hath fo happily given

2 Aginning of a Reformation ?

liimwmr

*N(011 againft the Lord Mayorand Court of Aldermen >

fuch an impudent Oppolltion to the
®tid now profecuted, as ought

Infolence,Prefump-
Wickednefs, undertheCircumrtanc«

Codfor It ? provoke fomc fpecial Judgment of

fo great anOccafion of

Uui-fv. Wickcdncf™ and fo plainly contrary to the
hour of Dleraiih to, aiidDiminutionof thcHo-
Mefts ? ~or good Government in otlier

who Let the Ground for fuch
P¥foos notorioufly known to ufe fuch Em-

wlio!-r~*P? equally criminal and punifhable with

8. WhPfk end ?
BonViu gueens Authority for

“iInd if dilcover d ~ enquiretl after, and duly pu-

~ hot onlvV Lotteries, which are
gjinoj be 7 pernicious, but ahb contrary to Law, and
P’ or Coul. Ny 3Ny of the Lord May-
S~elf ora or by any Charter of the King

to give rhcir Alfirtance

« TH: fne W‘MER&QS‘W@%H ?

both JiH of very great weight and

~orein concern d i and therefore

2% 'without s o» World our Thoudits upon

that fo doing i whicii if we rc-
Vft. 2

« thorough Reformation

\yN "-~fobeln
AMhortty, fince they are

tabetitZt L | f

Po-An U d rejlraint andfupprcffm were put
tpAo notwuhjhnding Her Maje-'

1f, % '/Middiefex, d, w,dir

A anditttlethings!

f  ~ certain Qreat Perfonfwhoje Name » j fsaU

18. 1691.

ear.aulfar hit FitmUies Rei'Utathn”™ having decay'd a GentU -
mans ii'rfe aveaj from hinm™ too™ a Lodgingfor her and her
Maid-Servant. Her Hufhandfiding outwherefloe wasy came
and demanded hU Wife™ upon which thegreat Man ordersjome
perfons to eolyy away the Gentleman hyforcCy and kept himfe~
veral hours. At laji the Affiiir wmfo contriv'd, that hit Wixa
Servant Swore Treafon againjl him, which 'twas thought wou'd
have tahen arvay his Life. In fhorty'be was Imprifond, and
tho’ upon hisTryalclear dy yethislVife was heptfrom him bv
this Great Man, andno Jufike done to the injur'dparty : Bur
hadit been my Cafe as it was the Gentlemans, it flm'd not
have ended here, for wherever | had met the GreatBubble, |
flooude’n A.rveEfquire Thynn’d his Honour: Tour Tmughtson
the whole?

Anfw. 'Twoud have been a better way to have appeal’d
to Heaven, and refign'd thtCaufeto the RighteousJudgepu-
ther than to encroach upon hisPrerogativevvithout a War-
rant : But finceour Thoughts arc required, we anfwcr thus.
That we freely lift our fclvcs amoiigft that little Party that
have begun to ftem the great Torrent of Impiety. |f the
worjl ofmen in an id Caufe can be brave and daring, whyjlsou'd
the Profelytes ofITtrtue be timeroits andfnealfng. We profbfs
ourfelvcsDifciplcsof tliat*redfiT/dfl, who being ask’d by
Heliogabdw how he durft be fo plain, Becaufe (laid he) 1
dare Die. — 7 canbutDieifIffeal™ the Tuth, and I mufiDie
i f Iflatter. We have upon fuch a fuppofition taken Advice
upont, andareaffur’d, thatthe Husband may bring his Afti-
om and recover good Damages. And befides.the Crime is pu-
rliihable by Fine and Imprifonment, and may be profecuted
by Indiftment by another Perfon i And wcarc aifo affurd,
that if the Gentleman will appear with liis Evidence at the
next Seflions, that it may be known he hath fufficient Evi-
dence to make good the Indiftment, there will care be ta-

aftofInfolenceang®ieby asTOwerful (tho’ perliaps unknown) Friend” that

the Injur d mall have the Afflrtance and Encouragement that
the Law affords. 'Tis falfly alledg’'d, .That the Great ones
begin not themfelves: Their Majeftits and tlicir Officers,w:th

Nobility and Gentry having encourag’d all of
Us by their Piosts Example. And though fome few of the
Great Ones do Clandeftincly aft what tney arc atham'd ofi
yet there senough that dare let 'em know they are Subjellt
to tbofeLaws they would pervert, and fuch as will endeavour
to make cm “enme that Titles » fHonour-are loji in little

Alhons. I
Q§t5 lu \ymian,. who wm a Rrejgiier, h*wng takm «I**ftin a
W\/\%‘I‘ﬁﬂ’, comd”erved by her Nitithi«$tri

T ailday, Im that tmvrdtU Evening there WMrtemrJi

ar ttuicUi, wl.ofumed tole efne mean’\alaé, whtth eccafi.

e edRmefMfpintnjbat the>/g>irfins met there apon fimefeeret BufineS, aivler

SmgTre’\mafqtmfitne Gnernment.Bcz. wimeupen Informatien beinagiven at

t<mrt,twoljie>,gn, went tefearchthe Huefe .a the ufHatttmeeftl.eC<mpa»ye

ngtIM A and uponfeareh tinyfund only « ee.tain Lord mth 4U dj
Family, whe was W fete another Lord.

(ﬂ l. Wnetherthnwiek’\dnef?benet reatly aggravared by the Sualitt ofthe
Ferflnt, who ought to be Examples rf\/ertue

2, WiHthered 4 duePuniZhment iffueh wickednefi in fuchperfms, be
Hyagr=*frr” ~ ¢ and PrevocaUM ofssite ‘judgments ifOod upen the Katm,
than anegltS of Puiufhment tfthelikg wieifdneft in meaner Perfons.

3- Whether t~ fault iffuch a Negleci would not be greatly agtravated h
being comrmrted now in the beginning tffi Ixpeful a Refwmatttn

f-W xtl” the duepunifhment thererfbe not like to be WeU-pleafmgto™imgh-
~ w(l *’rouragementr to thepromotien ej tIx R”ormatton deftrtd.

i [thetreatertixPerfonswixflIKuldappearubecmceern‘dfwthepu-

erPi

7
1. how far tl.etveoM le Familhs related tothel..,d, and Urtn;,, Ttd L rd

"Nl Tq tliefirrtquertion the Anfwecr is clear and cafie.aiid
muftbcinthcArtirjiiativc.Thc true endofAW.».,ordiftii.-
guilhing fomcPfr/ortjrt"Mte others, hrewaiding Virtue, tiut
luch I crlons wlio have done handpmAllions, being advanc'd
to Honour for that Reafon, others miglit bv feeing’em in
fuch high Stations™ be perfwaded even out oilnterejt to inii-
tatc t)ieir/,7«g-. But iiinftcad ofpcrfifting in that Viftue
winch did or fliou'd liavc rais'd tlicm or theirAnceftors,thev’
only make ufe of tlieir power to be more ykious th,mothers,
and give bad inrtcad of good Examples, they arc as much
more guilty than others,as theyare higlxr th.m t/;ey.TlicirNamcs
will be cxpos’dffor they are known)tho not in this little Pa-
per,yet in thebolder CkronUes ofafter Ages,6¢ whilft Often-
ders of lertcrquality may fcape with the La(h iuB,/Ve»>f/7TA"
their t-.mits&: tliey be foortly Burv'd tonefhcr.i



lliall be a aniirnttcd down to Poflcrit)' in tliofc
/»0ffrC?/o;<. JtheirCrimcideferve,-'ifindccd they met atthc

rertainlybe of much worfeConicquencc,”hah if thofc cou-
cern d had I>cenofa meaner CharaCkr. Bdides, the malici-
cusWerid '-ill fay, and juftly too, that Jufike U mt fairly
h'cd.xini”i, hut makes afliift toget a glance ofthe Parties car-
eerid, arid(faresone mare thananother—t\ut all is bucamock-
Reformlition, cr like thofe which great Flies
break through, and that it'snow plain all this noife is only
[)Out little Sinnersy while the Prunkard, the Swearer, the
n'j.off. mujhrofllualityy may itill take what Liberty he

To tile Third, we reply in the Affirmative, and can cafiiy
guefsvvlutthe Thoughts of fonic will_be concerning it,
namely, that chofc engag’d therein, tho’ they have fo great
aiiExaniple, were hardly in carneft, or atleaft that they
durfl not profecute what they had Ibliappily begun.

To the Fourth, if the Faft be plain, the Refolutionis fo
alfo. The Crime is foul and horrid, the jufl puniffiment
tlicreof mu/l tiicrcforc be a brave and noble aft', and as ac-
ceptable to God as honourable among Men.

Wecani'worrlie fifth as tlic former—for this fo good
an Example in great Ferfons, wou'd in fomc meafurc cure
the mifehiefof one fo ill before given by others.

The two Ufi we acknowledge too big for us to ifl/wcr,
may Religion, juftice and Honour dircfttliofe concern’d.

Ctueft. 4. Whnctiicr an Informerii mt as much a Rogue
mjpfor injorming agahjithofe Pices that the Lauf now taj”s
h U ory as he wasfor Informing againfi the Dijfentcrsformcr-
Iy irb.-n the: mei t6get}yer contrary toLaw /

Ahfv. Til'sis dvery rude fort of Quefiion, and carries a
grcatdealofMalice and Igiiora.icc in the yety £fice on't j
and plainly Hiows which hde the wou'd take, if he
ivas fo be ;m Informer. But it may beconfidcr'd, that words
osi™*oodoi'indi~*crent fignificatiou have been (afrerwardsby
fomc abiifc of evil appearing in the thing hgnitied) vul-
garly ufed in an evil fence (fee/o/. fIMClimsihout
tl:Cc Calumiy ofthe wordhfrmcr) and the like may be ob-
ferv'dof ProWfiensand Employments good and lionourable
in rlicmfelves, but often abus'd, and tliis in the Cafe of
Information; What fhallwe think of a Perfon who profe-
cures another moii a Cafe of SlanderMurther ofa hriend or
Parent | witliout doubt our Haters of Information wou'd
hot think it ar all fcandalous, tho’ here'sbut a particular
Member of a Body Politick concern'd j much more is the
Cafcenhaiic’'d, whenthe Fui“damentalCen”itutmoitXvt whole
is endeavour'd to be lupplanted 5 for it alters not the Cafe
asto the Aftion, wliether a Rcpublick® falls by Ignorance or
Mdlke™ ’tis down vshen fallen, and the advantages to its
Enemies are the fame. Hence it is iUidifputably. evident,
that 'tis an Indication of Ignorance or Kcbeilioit, or both,
to give fuch Informersas are inflruniental to the Happinefs
of a Body Politick, tlie Epithets .of Bafe™ Little® Scandu-
husy or Uich like. A common Ir.former, in the Eye of the
LaWy is he whomcerlyfor Lucre or Malice doth profecute vexa-
tious IndiilmenSs” Informations and ABionSy uponpenal Statutesy
witimt regard to the Service of the State and Governmenty
and the Reformathfi of the O”ders. And of this fort were
tliofi: who Wore rticft aftive heretofore in Informing a-
Matiirt Oijfentos, dse, merely for Lucre, Malice and Faftion;
for the Dijjcr.iei s Prafticcs were not Offences in their own
Nature, but accidentally fuch, as contradiftory to fomc
ppiitiyc of die Nation. But the Cafe is now much
alter’d, and IUofe who Inform for Supprclfion of fuch abo-
miiia.iic W icijcdneffes as arefuch, both in their own Nature,
and in tlicir Confoquences, do no more than what every
Heathen State wou’d wairaut for its own Prefervation—”
But niTS! the Engfijh B'uvery and Vhtue are come to a Ivw
Elly when its AUemoersjhirt fucbObjellmsaswou'd have it
arfilutely drain'd/ Some through an ignorant, over-bufie
Sprit ( to give 'em no worfe Charaftcr,/ wou'd introduce
fuch Mcafures as wou'd render ‘cm uid their Pollcrity mife-
Pable, if yetthere were not fomepubiick,.good, wii'eMen,
that lijvc more pity for cm, tlun rlicy have for themfclvcs.

Quieft, 4. Acertain Ferjbnon Sunday lajlin the Sermonrime
w.rs diinking in an Aleboujc whete he aincdy for whichhe was
fo.cd iOpuy ~s. dd. let theJuHue of Peace, who caufedthe
Mantopaythefriid'mone), wMthefame day TippUnghimfelf
in Sermon time. . Now Twoudf'uini“now what treatment this
faiJr'fu'Mce ought to meet with, and to whom may a manfafely
go toinform againjl him* for witimt doubt no Jufike will fine
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or condemn a Juftice, but latheriend the Informn to Pify, Cl
therefore what ought to be dorein this cafe, that the Reformaiit
may take itsfree Cmfe, for witimt doubt, ifk is anounit®
Crimeina mean Man, fisfolk a Jufike ofPeace/ Towhic
for a parallel we may add another we have receiv'd, tow-
A Jujike ofPeace hit Sonwas lately taken /n/tTippling-hou-
Mri;/iw?c/Moming-Scrvicc, coatraryto the Stature
Cafe made and provided  whether or no the Confiable tui
f-arrh'dth: Moufvfor Tiplcrs, andtook, him, andafrertfai,
let himgo agen, becaufe he was a Juftice’s Son, oughtrotttk
treated in gpen Court, like that Cotfird/le you make inentiuiofu
>wrMercury, Aug. 4. idyi. whorefufed toexecute a Wimm
for thefeirjng oj Fruitpub?/kkly expofedtoSale ontheLord-Ig]

Anfw. In Anfwer to botli thefe Queftions, we
'Tisa Vulgar Error among Juftices (and now is tijetimt
that it will be made appear foj concerning chatMaxii,
Par inparsm nonhabet potcjlatem i That an Equal has &
Power above his Equal, we grant to be a Truth, fpeilgjj
ftriftly, without confidcring whether Circumjinncu d
Exceptions may alter the Cafe. But let fuch asonly losg
General ConJlruBion of Things, eonhder, that a Cri/r.hiU
not equal to an Innocent Perfon, mucli Icfs with a MagUIra.*,
and that by Breach of the taws he may (tlio’ ajuftioej;
Peace, or a Magiftrate) become fubjeft notonly toa M.
ftratc ofequid degree, but to an Inferior Officer. RPa/r
ment-man,i Judgeymy, a Nobleman, maybe fub)ct>ic>.
reftby a petty Conjiable, in fome Cafes. If wc look is;
Stow'i Annals oi Henry iV. we fhall find the Lci-Ch,C
JufticcGd/ciy'Hf film'd for executingtlie Laws ipji-lift
Prince i and read the Statute, \Hen,y, cap. 12. andja
will find how careful that King was to fee his Subjotblv';
Right done : And wliat King left fuller Coders toi
celfbr than he did ? Bat to the Inftanccs in
No other Jufticcs can refufe to aft upon Informationi™''
the firll Jufticc, the other juftice’sSon and the Corlt)"*
if the Information appears to be truthj which letttri’
former be welllatisficd of by fuch fudkient Evidencts
the Statutes in tliofe Calcs require.

(Neft. 5. Whether the manner of Selling Offices hni’ fr
firuUive to the Progrefs of the prejent Reformat m/

Anfw. The Baw provides, iThatnonebut
Perfons worthy and npeetjhatl be advanc'd to
Offices, and not anyfor Money, Favour or Af-

ftllm : And thatgreat Mkijiers andOfficers 2

feBing Offices,foodforfeit their Ejiate theeinj 1 HN6
and that PurchafersffiaQ not hoid'or enjoy the

Officesbought. And, b That not any AUni- ~ 61}

Jferor Officer can beadmitted to the exeeutvn
ofanypublick_Office, -wi'lmt taking an Oath

to ferve therein faik.fully, according to the Laws
tutes of the Realm, s (hey tender the Honour, ComfrUi
Prefperity of the Nurm. And, c Voat ad

Laws are to be expounded to advance theRe-  tCckl»j"o.if
medy, andfupprefs the Mifehief, and that

theStatute, 19 Edw. I. cap. 50. fudy im-

powers Their Majejiies tomakcall Laws an- 2,1, 313-

fwer the Hue End.------ Now according to

the aforefaid iVtoud Note of Reference, vi**. b G
orMinifters, fa ting Oath to ferve faklifully accordiflj**
the Laws and Statutes, and yet at Uk-fame time
unmeet Petfons into Offices, for Money, Favour or

aft contr.iry to the Statutes, and their Oath too;
tnuft certainly be a very great Evil, becaufe by (b doit
Places of Trufftand the Management of the great

of tlie Nation are corrupted; and if fo, no wonder**
the prefent Reformation may meet with many Obftrufhile*
but wc hope none itifupcrable to the great Care, P!-)
Examplis of thgfc many worthy Perfons who are coctf*
in't, and who (wc doubt nct™ have laid down tins
Tuat before a Ratiw can be happy, ail concern'd in tIX
rntgementof its Hippinefi muflprjt b.gin ihe R'Mulaii»

5tQ\iccdi‘cuicnri®,
N “pHE 12 Numbers that compleat the
of tiu: Athenian Menury, are now j ublid; d,

Preface and Index to it. '

Early Rclijoti, or a Bifeourfe of tlie Duty and Inr*™
of Youth. By Timothy Rogers, M. A.

The Life and Death of Mr.John Eliot, who was t!liC' *
Preaclicr of the Gofpcl to tlie Heathens in A m/V,,
by Cotton Mather.
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