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The Athenian Mercury:

«8atu r5f|p,

Hat's thi Reafon that it generally
Thmiers moreTerriblt at Ki/bt than
at Dayf

Anfw. If the Query had been, What's the Reafm that
lhaiiT feems more Terrible™ &c.
lave been Icfs queftionable, and tlic caafe thereof ealily
iccouotcd for. in the dead of Night, tIx)' 'tii for none
but Heroes to have a horrid fitence invade their Ears,
til canmon enough for other People to have horrid noi-
fts do fo, which art rendred more diftinft, and confe-
“uvenjly more terribie, by the univerfal ftillnefs every
where clfe. Thus it may be with Thunder when it lap-
FCIS in die Night, which being accompany’'d withLiglit-
ning, and the Element otherwife very dark by the Thun-
der Clouds, muft ftiil ftrike a greater Horror into all fen-
ilbk Creatures than it wou'd at Day time, when Dif-
courfc, thelight, and various Objefts take off the mind
Dan ruminating fo deeply, and attending fo diftinftly on

ifut fills it with fo much concerni
But befidcs this accidental Reafon, we know not but
there may be a natural one given, lince upon the Obfer-
wias we have made upon great Thunders, they have in
ow Judgment been rc”y, and in themfelves for the moft
pirtmore loud and terrible by Night than by Day, the rca-
fddwhereofwe conceive to be this, — That by Day the at-
treftire Virtue, of the Sun gcncr™ly draws the Thunder
Qoudi higlier than by Night, when being freed from any
fudi attraftion, th~ fill down nearer the Earth, where
djfcharging tlicrofelves of their load, they muft by as ne-
reffary a confequcnce make a proportionably greater noife,
« tredifehargeof Cannon does in tlie fame Circumftances,
which if you arc Bear the place where they are Fired,
~kc you Deaf with the infupportable found, but
at fome diftance, it dyes away like imperfettThun-'

2. Gentlemen™ let me troubleyonr Society to give me

A Thoughts upon the force of thunder. Lightning. Earth'’

andEclipfesf
~/jp. Lightning and Thunder may go together, fince
N arc the Elfefts ofone Caufe, vi®*.  Your Vplluow Bi-
7vioiH fort of Vapours arc exhald as otlier Vapours
and mounting as high as the middle Region of the
N >they arc cncompals'd on all fidcs by the extream
of that Air which cnclofes them, arid in order
Hor ~nfervation, reunite and.take fire by an Antipc-
[Uli™ where ftriving to get out by their Motion in the
make that Voi/~ vpe caUThunder. But
~ic every Perfon don't underftand what we mean by
we fhall tell 'em that Nature docs not
of Beings, but fortifies cm againft thcAlTault
in vegetative and Animal Be-

ief nf ** jnanimate Bodies™ which ftand upon tlic

"hen they are fet upon by External Agents,
thu . qualities coming to engage aeainn ’‘em,
*fcre ~heir Forces, ana rally all together as It

n Body tlie better to receive tlieir Chai”.
«d  which Philofanhers call Aitioeriiiaii
Fir. * >"hen Water and
Wrjwf together, or Lyme and Water, or other
o f£Er A ~ h u s as wc faid before, thefe fort
e *j * Suture wlicn they
jjAciosd by an extraordinary cold, ftrive to defend
hcing too weak arc caft down with fuch
A jdee But fingc the M@ture oftpeir Force and Vio-

A

PYos ina$s

t . tnSorrh.t/npton-pire: lixtecn
Storm retirt

* one of cmtook a littleDog upon hfs Lap,
@oic onf the Ears, another took a Suulh-
~odin Pocket, and hid fome Snufh upon his

of " "hen immediately a Terrible
"f the Am Tbund::-I-.It, fd] into the mJdft

Alh-trcc under which tltcy hr, clove it into font

the Suppofit®on wou'd.
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pieces, killed four of 'em dead, and wounded ten more,
that 'tis fear’'d they’ll not recover, and two only efcap’d
(and whidi is wonderful) in the middle of the reft \
the Perfon that was taking Snufh held his liand to his
Nofc without letting it fall after he was dead, fitting
juft in the fame pofture as when alive; the other per-
lon with the little Dog, held the Dog in the fame po-
fture as if he had been alive, the Dog alfo was Dead.. 1
have read of a farallel inftance in a Church, where
about thirty fix (as | take it) were Kkill'd with fuch
another Clap of Thteider, and evefy Perfon that was dead
fat as if he had been alive. That they were Kkilled is no
wonder, but that they were Kkill'd to be fo foon ftiif,
as not to fad an Arm, or bow their Heads, is very ama-
zing i but to avoid being ask'd tlie reafon in another
Paper, wee’ll give oar Thoughts upon it here. That
the Spirits of Sulphur are incredibly ftrong, \scnced no
otlicr Inftancts than the Effefls or Gunpowder, and that
they are a chief ingredient in the matter of Thunder, is
evident by the intollcrable fraelj of Sulphur where the
Thunderbolt fills, and that the fwiftnefs of a thing mo-
ving, differs from tlie Nature of leifurely Motions | we
/hall alfo give you one Inftaucc which we know to be mat-
ter of Fart< Take an Apple, fet it upona Port, difeharge
a Piece with fmall foot at it,and tho it be foot thro’ with five
or fix pellets (as has been try’d) yet the Apple is not mov'd
It fcif. Now thefe dead perfons having nothing to be
fecn upon 'em, and yet Kill'd, it muft be by the fubtilc
fire, (coming along with the Bolt,) whofe motion being
fo violent and fiNift, it had not time to move the Bo-
dies j and being fo very fine it penetrated 'em without
teanng or mangling 'em into pieces, which Fire alfo?
feuft be occafion of the immediate ftiifiiing of their
dead Bodies, for Nature wot fo violently f>ock d by that
Mufual force, that its frame and manner of aftipg was
altogether inverted, and the Natural Ixat fo chang'd and
overcome lwthat unnatural Fiie™ that tlie.ufual oihce of
cooling by degrees into a ftiffnefr vvji extirpated and fui>
planted by a new. method of afting; produc’'d by the 5firi-
tuow Sulphureottt. Firet\\ut tQoMi pofleffion of tlic Bodies.

As to tlic Nature of Eartliquakes,we luve faid foineching
of it elfcwherc, fee Fo/. i. Sumb. lo. 5.

Filiffei, asthey are.two, fo tlicy have two diferent
Caufts: Well begin with that of the Sun, which is thus
effe~ed: the Sun is in a higher Orb or Sphere , more cli-
ftant from the Earth than tjie a con, which is alfo- of a
giore Opak*and Dari Body than the Sunj therefore when-
iever the Moon intercepts or comes bttwixt us and the
Sun in aright Line , fomueli of the Suns *dy as is in-
tcrceptcd by the Moon, is Eclips'd. . As to the
Eclipfe of the Moon, 'tis thus.. The Moon receives its
Light by reflection, or borrowing from the Sun\ now
whcenci'cr  the Globe of the Earth happens to intercept
betwixt the Moon and Sun all in a right Line, fo much
ofthe Moon as the Earth hides from the Sun, fo much
(1 fay) ofihc Alcen is Eslips'd. Thus much for a plain
ihort Defeription of Eclipfer,

Queft. 3. Tour Opinion » refuejled, Whether there be fuch
a thing as a Thunderbolt? What it is, at to its Subjlanct,
Nature and Form-, and wbtiber the EfeOs of thefe Stormy
Nights be particularly from Lightning, orfom Thunderbolts,as to
thefad Aisiditits winch do happen ?

Anfv, See Wl. I. Numh.Z. Q.7.

RQueth, 4, Vibfiker it5 uiojm 10 MEke & iKivy never to
Many? if'thfo, Ultynnettsallm wtU a one?, and if
fib Ve™ be UrtfuUj made”™ whether "or no it ought to

fo make an abfedute f.ij» never to Marry, and arc ratfiec
inclin'd to conclude in the N<%atlve, for. thisto usunan-
fwcrablc Reafon — Bccaufc the whole Temper and Gonfti-
tution of the Body hasbeen known toalferinfome Years
tiirej andlhtjugha Perfou mayatone t'ra* hare pow-

er



er over himfclf in things of that Nature, he may not at
another; the llody being ferfeSlly mechanical, and in fome
calcs refufing to obey the Mind* A ftfcr-Courfc in ouc
kclgpient, if Pcrfonsarc willing devote themfclves
to a Hngle Life, for the more uninterrapoed Serv'ice of
God and tlicirCounttcy, is to do as'tis raid a late Noted
Man has .done for fcvcral Years, Make a Vowevery Mor
ning, notto Many 'tiii Right \ lince fur fo long one may
be able to gir fs at ones own ftrengch. — ------ For the
next Qiicftion If hich a Vow be lawfid to Qe
wl\y not to AH? We have already Anfwer’'d, That fuch
an ahfolute Vow never to Marry, wou’d not be lawful
to ay Wf, ( we wou'd be imderftood, in fuch Cafes
where there’'s a poffibility of breaking it)and if not to
One, much Icfs to All. We add yet more, that though
to One, not to AHj for this wou'd in the time of two
or three Generations unpeople all the W'orld. The Utter
part of the Queftion is from what has been already faid
ealily decided. A Vow lawfully made, ought not to be
broken, unlcfs there appears fome impolTibility of its per-
formance , which cou d not be forefeen at the time when
'ewasdade But a Vow unlawfully made, that is,
either to an unlawful thing, or to what we might then
fotefee animpoflibility in its performance, mult be re-
pented of, that ever 'twas fo wickedly or ralhly made j
when in one Cafe it proves impoffiblc to be kept, and in
then othci ought to be broken.

Queft. 5. Whether ai Soldi wiU be e*uHy haffy in
Heaven ?

Anfw. We think not, being ratherinclin’d to believe
Degrees of Glory there, as of Piety here — If Degrees of
PunKhment in Hell, there muft be of Happinefs in Hea-
ven : One liicre is, or elfc all Sins were equal ~ the other
conrcqucntly tliere mult be 5 for there isa right unto, and
Julticc in Rewards as well as Punifhments, though one,
'tis granted, owing to God’s goodnefsi t'other to our
owndefert---------- Over and above, that withoutgrantin’
fuch Degrees , we know not how to make fenfe of
Paul's tVords___ As ore Star difers from another Star in Glory™

fo alfo JhaH it bein theRefun ((lion ef thejufi.

Quelt. 6. whether the Scul ofa Child “uUkjnihe Wonmb
JnaH tnfy Heaven or HeUM

Anfw. Enjoying Hell, isavery odd ExprefTion, — But
the meaning’s plain, — Whether it (hall be eternally
Happy or Mifefable ? In Anfwcr— It mult be one of 'em-
it cannot be without Aition , becaufe that's of the ElTence
of Spiriti andif it adts, it muft be fenfible cither of Joy

or Mifery. But we fuppofe the Quettion was intended
disjundlively, — In which of tiiofc two States xve ought
to conclude the Souls of Infants? W¢c have had fome
Occafion to give our Thoughts formerly 00 g Queftion
very near a-kin to this, wherein if we expreffed our felves
Icfs cautioufly than theSubjeft required,:or any Perfon
will take the Pains to coavinoe us of any Errour in
the Judgment given thereon, we are very-ready to
alter both our Thoughts and Words i 'till i*hcn we muft
t~e leave to continue much in the fame mind,, and (hall
give this Anfwecr to the Queftion now before us  That
for the Children of good Men or Believing Parents,
there's none of the moft rigid but think 'em rtippy, and
fay’d by their Parents Faith*, though rather wce'd &y,
by :the-Meritr of-our' Saviour. -That if any will fay,?
the Chiw lliall be eternally punidid with Eternal Mife-
Ff'for the Parents Sin, or want of Eaitii j ~ikl chat ChY
immediate' Parent , sas welfas Adffni, that the moft juft
and merciful God will put a pure ..Soul.iita cornupted
Matter , leric remain there but a fcw .Minutes'*rhaplw
OE-Hoursj- whltouc ever, being fo muob as capable bf
offending himj on purpofe only totakeat ouc agefl, anfi
~Tow it into infinite cmilefsTormenis-5 or (batlh”~'Mefits
of our Saviour cannot or muft not reach the ~oor Infant,
becaufe of want of Faith in hisimmediate Parents
If anyare of this mind,they muftfbrgiveusi if we can
never fubferibe to fuch Doilrincs, as in our Opinions, ne-
ctiiitate Mankind to entcruin very' hard Thoughts of the
common Father of theT Univeife.;

Qacil. 6. whether 'tn lawful for Cbripians to Swear on
any Okafon ?

Anfw. Yes, undoubtedly------ if on great and foU-mn
Occafions,-for they have the Examples— oFGod him-
felfj who is commonly introduced ia the Scriptures,
fvTCaring by himlelf-— and ftrengthning the Faith of his
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Aunron at the Ra-vert in the Rettiney:

Saints, by his Oath ss well as Us Promife : Am d
good Men, who have follow'd this Example, St.
himfelf calling G to witnefs ,* when he tells thc?
whom he writes — Before God 1 lye "TIS ot
cml of all Strife, ancTtfiieway o f Decifion not only pemut.
ted but enjoyned by,God blmrclf, and that not as

of the Ceremonial Law. ’'TisObjefted, That ourSari,
our Commands his Difciplcs -—  Swear notatall! T*
which we Anfwcr, that this Precept muft be reftraind
to common Swearing , upon light and frivolous Qucfi.
ons, which it feems 'twas the Cuftom of the Jens tn
do, (as'tis now withfo manywho difgrtce the Nane
of Chriftians) the Unlawfulnefs wherw our Saviogr
teaches, even notwithftandingall theirfubtofuges, ui
a fort of Clipping their Oaths (asfome not Sweir.
ing immediately and direilly by God, but by iftoo,
JeruJalem , the female, or the Altarj which our Saiom
tells’'em, is the fame as if they fwore by God himfdC
But that this Precept is not to be taken in the uoooft
literal latitude, wherein fome few Enthufiafts rccciit
it, is plain by examining thofe other Precepts given a
the fame time. That of parting with the Coat, of tun
ing the otherCheek, iSo. which asall acknowledge, a
ly (ignific a difpofition rather to fuffer injuries thanir
forr 'em , or privately revenge 'em. 'Tis alfo plain
the foremention’d Example of Sc. who undoubtcdlf
underftood the Mind of our Saviour in thofe Precepts ke
left: hisChurch; Unlefs thtrfe who arc againft Oaths w2
be fo modeft here as they have been in other places, ad
plainly tell St. Paul, that he wanted the Sprite whenle
made ufc of any fuch Exprellion.

Queft. 7. Wnether the Enlargement of the Pair tofmM
I>ayshe notan Ena eachrment upn the King'’s Prerogative, al
that ™ andthe ErtllingofBoothsfor unlawful Sfortsandfleji,
and the Viforders ufualiy committed there ™ be not a forftm
of the Fair ?

Queft. 8. Whether if the Fair bereally forfeited, ittm
not mth better, and of greater bereft even to the City it [if,
that it be wholly fu p rtf than centimud ?

Queft. 9, Whether the ereSfing of Booths for fuch farf®
at thetime of a Solemn Puhlkk Fajl, be not inconfftent withfu
a Reformation as ought indi”tnfably to acconpany a Puhlkk*
mUiatioH ¢ and whether the ToUration of-fuch an Abufeutk
fuch a Cinumjiance , be not more like to- provoke feme Jdk
tnent, than the Humiliation toobtain any Blejjing ?

1 Afifw. Thcfe three Queftions come from thefamehaal
that Writ thole Nine mentioned in our lafi Menorj; w
all which we now Reply, That we are well alTurcd !
there will be fuch Meafures fpecdily taken by thofe ii

Authority, as will render any Anfwer of ours «d
lefs.
Queft. 10. What's the Caufe of fly~iltws,as tUy-irt
caHed ?

Anfw. Tho’ they are call'd fo by the Vulgat, »»
foink the Flics fpic or blow 'em out of their nouch
'tis notorious, that tlicy are miftaken in- the End fi»
whence they corhe, they being no better nor worfc twW
perfeftE”i, by which all Infers (and perhaps all
livim Creatures ) are propagated. Which Egp in*
little time turn to Maggots j as thofe ikaggots oo ig
agen of the fame Species witli thofe wlicnce they are »»
produc’d.

*-NE Second Volume of the Athenlin"M"iluryfxs'novi
lifn’dj refolving all the moft Nice istA: -Cmous £

onj* propofed by the Ingenious of eifhr’'Stx ,fxora
fittday, May 50. to Tuefday, Augufi-y”. 1791.
4 d. This Second Volume is neatly done up in
Paper, with a general THemd Index to it,
Preface conFaining Rules for our ~criftsconlhiit!} »
obferve in their Writing to us. Printed
at the Raven inthc Poultrey: Whefe are'to be bin ®
Firli and Second Volumes of the Athenian MA ciiryfand”
Supplement to 'em, containing tlic Delign and Scope t
the moft confidefUble Books printed in all
ges, & c.) beginning march 17. and ending Aug. i8*
or any of the fmgle Mercuric* that arepubliiht every
dayaxidSatktday.
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