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The Athenian Mercury

Atfifufi

I
Qefti: T"T 0!V neny Ani and Sdtnces may t Plan
by diligent Study be cafable of attain-
A- ing ?

Ali». All Arts and Sciences, N4j»..aware thin aU” and
ynikweacall. The meaning of this feeming Riddle Is
only thus much------- That the Nature of the Soul appears
to be capable of infinite 'Upyroverrents, or ftill new ad-
rioces in Knowledge, which fort of infinite Capacityt as
we have formerly remarkt, Is one part of that Imag6 of
God after which Man is made. Accordingly he’s iwt
only capable of underftanding all the .4r/s and Sciences
tirtidy invented, but of more than allj nay, a thoufind
tiiaes more, cou’d any fuch be. He’s capable, we fay,
or hes a power of underftanding 'em all, had he time
or ¢c"portuuity for doing fo, but he docs not aflually
nnderftand to  perfeftion any ore Art or Science 5 nay, not
fomuch as one individual in Phyficks as coall its Pro>
pe”s and ElTence. The Foster Nature has given to
7sicken our Indullry , the Impotence to increafe our
Modefty, tho' in the mean time fo much'Knowledge may
beadfually attain’d as will ferve for the vfes of Ir/r, arid
~e9tomake us happy beyond it} and the more know-
leke we attain to, the greater and larger ftill our Ca-
picity is for more, as well from a Habit of Thinking
tiereby acquird, as from tlut Cognation or Relation
Nereis between one thing and another, whence one Art
!E;nUKeS us better difpofed for the underftajiding ano-
10,

Queft. 2. irby tie .French generally lave t-e Englifh,
"dibt Engiilh hate ihe French} the Englifli love the
I"tdi 5 andthe Dutch hatethe Ei”lifti ?

A/ff. At tho fiett reading the Queftion, we fancy'd

Ouerirt thought himfelf at Crofspurpofes, or joft
°“'AXthe matter, and told hh Tale the clean con-
way} but upon further cojifider~tion we find there

tliofe i* ®7 be fome ground for great part of the Suppofition,
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tomany perfons at Icaft of thofe Nations aforementi.
accordingly we (hall examine the Q*ueftion ftpa-
1. Why the French Love the Fjtglilh? 'we'll
live an Account why they did Love 'em------- and
trasforthe fame Reafon that the Fox loves the Geefe™
tt tie Wolf loves the Lambs, becaufe they were good
they got Money by 'em : We took off all their old
2NioM andold LumiIxr, and fent’em fine rtew GuineaV
room of them- But there’s yet a better Reafon
*Athey do love fome of the ? than why they/fir/
; They find all the World againft 'em, and none
fome of the Englijh and the Turks that arc for 'em} all
“Norld Curfes ’em, and prays fortheirDeftruflion or
®@~fal i but we have thofe who would be call'd
that if ever they pray at all, do it for their Pro”
~»ty and Succefs, and that' they,may ftill go on to
the Univerfe. Nay more, the Snifs"Ouards on-
Jicn their Carcaffes and Lives for the Grand Lettish
~lome of the Englifi® thofe whd have fworn td their
went Majcffics, and yet arc In the Intereftsof Fr'mei
Ijt both perjurd Wretches and falfe Traytors, fo
the Glory of the lIrivrricibl<“Monarch , (for he
tuns away , mnft of Necefftry 'tiW he. is- werr
icn be always Invincible® and certaihiy the f*encimiift
S~ry ungrateful nor to Im'C (hole'who fen fheir Cori-
Honours, very Souls and all to Oblige ‘cm.
‘b to (how why the French Lote the Engtifr. But
N 8harder Task to fay why tlrc F.ngtifh Hfrite the
~'Q0— only there aje foole Of tHem are a parcel
Mty ru~cd Fellows that don’t much fancy the Death
fifft to be Tickled, and then to have their
cut: They don't care to' br'Slavcs themftlvcs,
, . feeany of dieir Neighbours fo-, unlef* they have
y~l”d to continue in their Bondage. They ddn"tfmuch
~Nther tire Faitli or Humanity of the French to-
Proteftants in TKelt own”CouritryTor
V»dok in their N«ishbourhodd , or their latP won-
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derful Loving-kindnefs towards the Englijh Seamen in
the «Eajl-Indies, all of whom they lovingly knockt on
the Head when they had fought 'em bravely, andcry'd
for (Quarter. So much for the French and Englijh, For
the Dutch and We, ’cishoped we (hall be fooner agreed :
We Lov’d them, becaufe they fo handfomly rejxtid our
Old 'Hist aeth kindiKlIfes, in lending us fuch a Fleet and
Army, and fending us fuch a Prince to Knock off our
Chains, and favc us from Slavery and Damnation, and
that’'s fo unanfiverrible ah Argument that the Pircihace
us, rhat we need fey ho moreon't.

Queft. 3. whether Sei-F)rmsof Prayer be testful}

Anft. Yes, hnlcjs it's unlawful to ufe the Lsrd’s
Prayer, which, ftiofc who affirm muft take hecdof BlaT-
phemy.

Qiieft. 4. Who voi thefirfl Founder of Atbelfm ?

Anfw. but tlie Devil™ the beginner of all Mif-
chief* cfi~ecially rfiat which will fo much promote his
Kingdom of Darlnefs? pofne may i>erhaps' objedf, That
we Jlander him, fince ids faid, He believes and trembles
therefore he can't be the Founder of Atheifin, and the A-
theijf muft by ricceffary confequence be even worfe than
his Father. But neither are many of thofe who dig-
nifie tliemfclvcs with that 7or/e really fuch, tho’ thej
wou’'d fain be fo; nor does it follow, chat one who
believes not Wmfelf, for that Reafon might not
be the Founder of it';-for he has been a tyar from the
beginning, and fo it fetv'es but to promote his Interel}*
wou'd freiely enough endeavour to perfwade others
what he does not himfelf believe, as he did in the cafe of
our Firfi Parerds.

Queft. Host is it tobe underjiood, that the Spirit of
God moved upon the fact of the ttaiefsi according to that of
Gm.cap. t.v,2.

Anfit. The Original is Metaphorical and (ignifies the
adl of the Wn upon her Eggs, viz. a hovering or batch-
ing, as much as to fay, as the Providence of God Al>
mighty does now iriimediacdy fuperintenii over all
foings that are created: So the Spirit of God did M
firft immediately hover, batch, produce and give a Be”
ing toaltthi'ngSoritoftheheanof firlJl matter, reprefented
to us under the Idea of a dark Terraqueous Confufibn.

Quefl:. 6. i~tn the Englijh, Dutch, and French Fleets
fount lajl Tear, many of nmy Acaaintance who few the Bat-
tel, con'd diftern the Flafiing of Firt' but beard no Gums ,
the Spebiators (iood upon a high Hid by the Sea, end ethers,
who were'thirty or forty ‘miles behind 'em within Land did
hear the Qus™-very perfeOlf: Query , thofe within
fight at ten l)eagu!s diftance con'd net hear, but thofe wha
were fo imuch farther of ceud» 11

Anfw. There was another (“eftion font by the fame-
band, which the Queriit may find formerly anfwerd :
—----But to give an anfwer to this, a found cannot
proceed farther than the firttr Body it meets with , all
ether are mock S™ndsoT EcchoAs by a reverberation-, or re-
percujfion of the Air } therefore the Sound iseeciQg wto’
that Hrfl whereon your Acquiintance ftood , was made
tfie firft reptrevfftcn which wou’d anfwer in the next Valley
to it, wichiriLand, and as many asit met with, fo
many Ecehees it made: So that wheb the Sound came to
thofe ptt-foBs fo far withia Land, it might very wtell
be heard half a quarter of an hout before it reach’d 'em.
I't was impOffible to hear it upOn thefieft Hill, for w'ant'of*
proper Eccho betwixt that and the Sea. If your Acquain-
tance had turn'd efieir backs, and hearkned fronv the Eci.
choss within Land,-they might have heard a feint Itpeticioii
of itthatway. wefhall in a-UctletimelanfwertheQue-
ftion about aih EceheynUch will plainly folveaHObje”~ona
that feem to obviate this Subjedl.

1Queft.' ‘7. At what time, Aid after what mamer d”™ cur
~als enter into our Bodies,

Anfw, For Queftions and their Anfirers about the
Soul, fee Vti h I, ~ejl, 2. ami in feyeral other
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papers, but particularly VoU 2. Nuwh. 7. the whole Ta-
per, and Hnvib. 1. Qutl}. 22. about Troduam: Pray con-
fult the Indexes of the Volumes, to fee if yofir Queftions
be not anfwer'd already to your fatisfaftion.

Queft. 8. iVhit's the reafon »>> a Man going underwater
ffl~nhjf EyeijnHty an ofen them, and why he cannot jhut em
when he goes with 'em ofen under the water ?

Anfw. 1 have experienced it avulgar Error,

Quell, c¢. How a fiece of Iron laid uf:n a Caii,frtvents
Tfmler™ or the tloife-Prum from marring the liquor oo
taift'd? Co -

jiafw. The Virtuofi of France had a Queftiofi machof
this Nature difeufs'd in one of their Conferences < but
"twas confin'd only to Thunder , and i cai of fFine,
We fhall give von a lhort Specimen of their Thoughts”
upon if, to which we ilull add our own. Thefirftof
'em had rccourfe to the heavenly Influences , and faid
that Mars (by wvhi:h Planet Iron is defign'd) had it's
Houfe in jiries™ and the Sun entring that Houle, .caufes
the moillurc of the Vine to afeend , and fo concludes
that there is a Corrcfpondencie betwixt Ifine ~nd Iron,
and that one preferv'cs the other by a natural Synpa
thy. The fecond affirm'd, the EfFeft was wrought by
an attraaive dit\d retentive Vertue: to prove which he
offered, that there’s but one humid matter whicli that
Central Eire forces from the deepeft part of the Earth,
out of which matter not only Metals and Minerals are pro-
duc’'d, but Thunder and Mentors, Now (fays he) the
Air being impregnate with noifome Terreftrial Vapours,
which are of the fame Nature as Iron, wlien they meet
with apiece of itlaid upon a Veflel, th~ make a nop,
and the Iron by a Sympathetick attraakie Vertue re-
ceives 'em, and by it's ntentive retains 'em. Some of
the reft were of this Opinion , and others attributed
it to feme hidden Occult Quality, they know not what.

OUr Opinion is, that they are all in an Error
about the Caufe, for 'tis not the Hoifomenature  Thun-
der, b :t the noift that fowrs Wine." This appears by an
Alteration of the Caufe aaing, the Medium whereby
it ads, and the Subjeft upon what it adsj as for the
Caufe, Shooting, Drums, or any other great noife, has
the fame Lffed: So Steel , Brafs, Silver, Lead, Goal,
or any other heavy matter laid upon the Cask, prevents
the Effedi alfo not only Wine, but Mead,Sydcr, Beer
and Ale, and other Liquors, will be fpoild by a great
Noife I from which it appears, That 'tis no Cale/lial In-
fiftnee, no Synpathy, nor other occult Caufe, that pro-
duces the above-mentioned Effed. But the Queftion
1$ not yet refolv’d, but recurs, vi®. How can Noife
have fuch effed upon Liquors? We anfwcr, 'tis not
Noife, (fpeaking ftridly,) but the effed of Noife, co
wit, a violent Concuffion and Agitation of the Airt
for the Air by Agitation is rarified, *and made”fo fine
and Spirituous, that it eafily penetrates all Bodies by a
new fort of operation, which | cannot rcfembleto any
thii™ to make fo intelligible, as by this eafie Trial j
take a Gi ft of Water, wet your Fingers end, and run
it round the edge of the Glafs, and it will make a fort
of roaring Noile, which fees all the Water i the Glafs
into a bufie fort of fermentation, beginning in ftiaking
trembling Circles from every'fide of the GlaS i but if
you tye a Thred about the Glafs , or hold your hand,
or your’'finders end upon’t, it quite alters theNature of
it's Operation. Thus a ftrong Horfe-hair ty’d crofs the
palm of your hand, breaks a Ferula, and takes away
the force: and thus a Rope ty’'d round a Cask hasthe
fame effeds as another Body put upon’t -------- The rea-
fon is, O power or aB meeting with two Bodies at one
timet divides it felf, ad ds imperftSly uon both. To
give a finther ifcmonftration of this, which may alfo
be ferviceable to the Publick: a wet Sheet ty'd round
a Cask, hinders the Liquor from freeiing, which if it
had been commonly known in the great Froft about
feven years fince, had preferv’d fome thoufand pounds
worth of Liquors in this City of London that were
fpoil'd, and good for nothing. Improvements upon this
Subjea wou’'d be very ufeful againft the fpnjling of
liquors. Fruits, depots, &c. in all forts of Weather j but
the of thefe things is not fo much our bufinefs, as
the Theory and Reafon how fuch and fuch Caufes produce
fuch and fuchEffefts.

Qycft. 10. What becare rftheArk,tohen the Ploodwm over?

LON DON, Printed for Stitjin 5&unton at the Raven in the Ppnltrry.

Anfw. It refted upon the Mountains of Ararat —
we are fure of, and no more; fince for the Stori« (
fome Fragments thereof reipaining a thoufand years»
more after, we efteem it pferfeftly fabulm.------ bi ~
probability it there lay ftill where it refted, for a Mm,
nient of what happend in it, for fome fucCcediug
neraiims; being belidcs of that Bulky it could not ndi
be removd® unlefs taken afundcr, where’cis i
remain’d, till Time, which confumes all things, hadx,
der'd it to Duft. And tliatmany 'a fair Tear and Qwe
before thofe who pretend any part of it remaining in thf!
Time, were in being.

Queft; 11. What's the Beafon of applying the enpty Suii
of fome Shell-fijhfs to your Ear, you ey therein peneive am.
Hie the roaring of the Sea f

Anfw. Thofe Shells have a Cyral Cenformalicn, not 2,
together unlike that of the Ear it felf: Now thcAi
being imprifoned in the turnings and windings
has that particular found, either,in forcing itfeif
out, or pafling front bfic part thereofto another, bat®
forc’d in by the motion of the.exterieur Air, and
d'ring about in tliofc Meatus's, or odd Labyrinths whergj
'tis receiv'd.

Queft. 12. Bywbat means a Budder guidesaShip?

Anfw. By makinga Gnall fort of a Stieam or
which takes the Ship or Boat either on one fide or t'dte,
and turns it accordingly which way foever the Steers-nuj
plcafe.

We defircallour Qtierifls toread the Preface toadf
Second Volume, before they fend to us again, that fi»
their conftantly obfen’ing the Buies there laid down, rir
ne'rc be difappointed in their expeflations from us.

5Cbbcrtifcmentif”.

His IS to give notice, thatw’e having noas

T ccivid the laft vniverfal Hijlorical Biblittiep,
~c. publilh'd in Holland, and all thofe forreign Pa”
printed clfewherc, that are to compofe the Supplereiti
the Second Volune of our Athenian Merf«7, that the W
Supplement is now in the Prefs, and will (together
the Supplements to be hereafter publifh’d ) not only &
tain the defign and fcope 0/ the moft remarkable Bob
printed in Lri*dnd,, but alfo a Tranllation of whecs
moft rare and. valuable in the vniverfal Hijlorical
itbefue, the Faris Journal let Scavass, the AHa Ejti®
rum Liyfut, the Giorualide Letterat), the Vhyfuall
the Hifloire des ouragts its Scavins, &c. as allb a Tat
Ution of other ingenious Pieces tranfmitred to us fit*
forreign Part?, i"alJ’ which are enter'd in the Hall-Bookj)"
that having promisd all thisto the World, we hope”
Readers will mot meafure the Defign by our firft fjfe
which is Icfs compleat than we intended it at firflik*
caufe being taken up e» 4 fudden, it was not pofCbky
get in wlaat help was dcfircd, and fome Papers thatwo*
neceffary to the perfeBion of it. But we have now
Affijlance of feveral Learned Perfons, well vers'd
Forreign Languages, to carry on the Work, and 18
have all new Pieces as foon as ever publifh’d: So dut W
thing fhallpafs in Europe wortliy the confideration wt*
Z.carncd World, that (hall not be met with in QUTit*t
lations-, and what is at any time wanting in one
ment, fhall be added inthe next.-——  We defign
the Centenis of each Supplement to that Alphabetical Tal®
we have promifed at the end of every Year, that”
the help of this General Table our Qjierifis may ptcicm
find any C”etUon or Subje6l th~ have a mind to cool™™
cither in our Weekly Mercuries, or Supplemental
fumes: And therefore to render our Undertaking
ferviceable to the Reader, we fhall (at therequcltof »
vcral Gentlemen, who tell us they’ll buy thefc Tranl:™
ons in noother Volure but what will bind up with our
ly Mercuries) Print the Supplement to each Volume of»
Athenian Gasyette on the fame Paper with our Wcckly

curies, that fo they may bind up witn -them.
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