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The Athenian Mercury:

Anturijap]
t-'T tifther tk fublijhing of the TsmfhUt
V/ V* a® Haturt of a S&men, rtfie&irrg on
Mr, B' — 4f tk Authory he con

viih the ?rmifles of thrijixmtjy and what are jour
Juistfon fuoh aTranfalfion ?

AX9. We have received fcveral Queftions oftWsNa-
twe, l'ore of 'em intimating that the Dei gn was done
puely to~a/f him; Pome alledge that there's a far-
tSorend in it, vix\ To renew the Feuds and Difconlents
M ik hil-hrain'd of both Partie\, But we have fo mneh
Charity (and wc hope not without reafon) to believe
thet neither was defign’d, tho’ the laft feems unhappily
ococemd in't, by accident. But our Opinion is, that
eidiet ?fftj that concern themfelves io’'f, are as much to
Watzess the .4arW himfelf} for he only gave it Life for
atire and the other cake the mofteffeftual Methods to
JMinee it, by making it the Sobjeft of Difecurfe and
Cogtertion. The  Author and Printer, whoever tliey

be\e done ill, tho’ ’tis believ'd they onlydcfignkl

WIT Intereft, by publilTiing what they thought wou'd
wsewith the generality of Peofle, that is"Foolsand un-
"trejttdic’d Perfons. 'Tis to be fear'd Mr. B------
(tre otherwife a Man of great Learning and Parts) has
ficeeded the juft Rules of Prudence , by fome uncom-
»0fl Expreflions and Comparifons; and 'tis hoped ftich
*fuluk™ Kefeiiion as this, will make him more cauti-
wé for the future. No good Man can ridicule fuch an
«@dent, northe Occafions of jr,butbe troubledat both,
@febring that common Buie laid down for all Chri-

0’ ‘taotbers burdenSf and fo fulfil tk Law

------ There was another Queftion fent us, to

do fuch Peofle deferve who refort to Mr

on furfofefor Matter io laugh it? To wljich we

They deferve to be difappointed in their expefta-
future. We

Nadd, thatif nofurther, yeein foro ConjeientU thev
~ under the Penalty of the Statute againft Propliahe-

of the Sabbath. n

Queft. 2. This Account is what 1 have heard fo credibly
that } cannot doubt the Truth of it. A Child of

< Weeks old , being takpt with Conwulfions™ the lafl fit

j”» orj'doutdtilinUlyy three times, 0 God, and imme-
JW tn tk Room, two of them
j** >fore of them were fo frighted, that theyfell into

I ~fireyourTkughtiof it.
havenany luftances of Infants, thatasdiey
“P <€'d hawe
i]/i”*i~ough their Age incapacitated’em to know the
Dr Hands or Eyes, or to be affefted with a>
asmfft'm that cou'draife a ftnilet, which Inftan-

* A~ ccfTarily have their rife from fome internal A-
*Qali Intelleft might have a fufernatural Ulu-
»oju Innocence, and tk haffinefi  the Condi-

intoj and this might be the Cafe of
loftance. Orelfe we Ihall offer this Phyfual
kf } Soul was forced to leave the B/y,
"« all its tuwers at once, to the higheft Degree it
*d A~ ~nond it's common ailing by frofer Organs,
H, . firife forced that unufual Inftance. Juft fo
* when'tis going out, rallies all its
* ' and emits one greater Flame than it did-

Q7 rocithad Nutrimentenough to fuftain it.
3* ~certain Bully o the Town, hoi by hA cunning
yougs Init of a tonfiderable Fortune
Cmtrall and Vowof Marriage, hk way of living

NN ‘
Contrail, without incurring tk Pe-
oyr Saturday's Mercury, Humh.6. we.
Wen , how far a folemn Contra(ft, made

two Perfons, was Obligatory, fuppofing Per-

29. 1691.

fons at their own diQwfej but the cafe is very different
here, and receives a gtlire contrary Anfwer. So long
as Parents are living, they have a greater Propriety over
their Children than the Age is generatlv aware of. We
don’t fay, thatParentshavethatright over dieir children
as to marry ’em againft their otvn Confent., the many
fad Confcqucnces of fuch Marriages fiiows it impradti
cable i but yet we affirm that Children cannot difpofe
of themfelves without the Confentof their Parents 'Tis
a facrilegious hnfiety, and the worjl of Thefts. 'Tis’verv
remarkable, that when Gc</permitted the Devilx.es cxef
cife his Power over the Goods of he flew his Chil
dren ; whence 'tis evident that Children are the right
and goods of their Parents.i but Goods cannot diriSfc
oh thcmrelves without the Owners tcavc. Our ia/has
upon this Confideration very- well provided againft cakine
away Children from Parents without their Confent®
malAng it Felony, tho' ’tis feldom lookt after, but where
an Ellate lies in Quellion, though tk Right is tk fame
to Beggars---—-- If wc read numbers ~ctli. the Cafe is vet
plainer, and fully Anfwcrs the C”eftion, vk. That
the Parent can difpenfe with .the Vow of the Daugh
ter, if he fb chink fltting. This hjUtution to the ?%s
was founded upon the Rights of Nature, and there
fore never to be abolifh'd, but holds firm, and not to
be Canceldj nay , perhaps where Parents themfelves
are not fo fit Judges as their Children. | knew a ve-
ry Learned, Piom Divine, whofe Benefice was above a
hundred Miles from his Parents, fo that 'twas impofli-
ble to have any frequent or great Converfe with them
further than by Lettersj but although this Gentlemdrs
knew that his Parents wou'd be fatisfied in what
choice he himfelf lhould judge proper, yet he wou'd
not Marry 'till he had firft intreated their Confent
being fatisfied of their Right and Propriety in him -
So that our Anfwer is this, That it lies in the Pal-
rents Power to Vacate the above-mentioned Contralf,
but more efpecially tliey are obliged to it, if the
young Udy her-felf defircs Itj but if they do if not..
Ihe cannot do it her felf, and if they do it, flw cannot
hinder it,

Queft. 4. wkther Adam fhoai'd have :tnuhiplied Children
if he had lived inthiStateof Innotency ? 'J

We meet with very plaufiblc Objeflion* a-

gamft the Affirmative, which we fhall endeavour to
prove, after we have anfwerd what is brought againft
fjy Opinion. One Argument isalledg’doutofLib.s.Phif.
7ifxtkf]. where tis faid that Corruption it contrary to Oe-
neration\)Ul Contrariesare inallAfts. « Now inthe State
of Innocence there was no Corruption, and therefore
cou*d be no Oeneratimy the Minor we deny not; and
the Major wou'd be ikiabnlh-ative if the Body begatthe
Soul, or if the Body of Man in its own Nature was in-
corruptible, when'tis generallyconcluded that it was not
fo according to its firft matter. The fecond Argument
us'd againit it, is, chat If Man had multiplied, and been 1
immortal, the World wou'd have been coo populous
To which wc Anfwer, This Pofition is againft the rd"
ceived Notion of all Politicks, for every one almoft f if
they will give themfelves the liberty ro Converfe) will
find that the pooreft Commonvealths are the leaft Peo-
pledj and if all ~Am’s Heirs had been alive at this dav.
thCTe is room enough for ‘'em, at leaft wou'd bej fod
if they found themfevfls.ftraitncd , therms no doubt of’
more nwDifcoveries tobemade j of thofe-that have been
lately found, how poorly inhabited are they, and -their
CiwCmCTCifQrceknown} and how many Places chat have
been inhabited, are now buried In Ruins. - Wc hope
there’s no need eff offering any more Argument to prove
our Opinion, than what follows,--------- Increaftand Mul-
tiply, ii was fpokenbefore Corruption, and when Adam'
and Eve were yet in the State of Innoccocy.
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Siarra hath left us A A and beautiful Virgin,

lived m bis time in
bHt far mo” famous for
infomuch that happy did n
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this admirable Semftrefs fat working in her Garden, that
cafting afide her Eye onfotnc fair Flower or Tree, me faw
ajj Ihe thought a httie Gentleman, yet one that lhewech
great Nobility by his cloathing, come ridmg towards
her from behind a led of Flowers: thus furprized how
any Body Ifeould come into her Garden, but mucii more
at the ftatore of thc'perfon, who as he was on "orle-
bflck, exceeded not a foots length in height} fhe had
reaibn to fufpedt that her Eyes deceived her. But the
6al)ant fpurring his Horfe up the Garden, ®*oe it not

1~ though his jjJfmaowr?"
JSt £ cimpkme* spaftjkt acquilmt. her «i.h the

c”ufe of his bold Arrival} that forafmuch is he was a
Prive anoHgli the Fairies, and did intend to celebrate
his Marriage on filch a day, he defired Ihe would work
him Points for him and his Princefs againft the time he
appointed. The Lady confented to his demand, and
he tookhis leave } but whether multitude of bufinefs cau.
fed the Lady to forget her Pfomife, or the ftrangenefs
of the thing made her Mglcft the work, thinking her fight
to have been deceived, | know not: yet fo it fell out,
th”t when the appointed tune came, the work was not
ready. The hour wherein lhe hail promifed the Fairy
Pfinte fome Fruits of her Needle, hapoed to be_one
day as Ihe was at dinner , with many Noble Perfon”®

having quite forgot her Promife, wheison afudden call-
ina ter“Eve to the Door , flic faw an infinite tram of

Fairies co” iar fo that fixing her Eyes on them, and
reUmbring how Ihe neglefted her promife, & Citas
one amazed, and aftonilhed the whole Company. But
at laft the Train had mounted upon the Table, and as
th«Y were prancing on their Horfes round the brimsof
aiar»D ilh of'White-broth, on Officer thatfeemed too
bufic in naking way before them , fell into the Dilh,
which caufed the Lady to burft into a fudden fit of
laughter , and thereby to recover her Senles. When
the whole Fairy company was Come upon the Table,
that the brims of every DIllh feem'd fill'd witli Htde
Horfemen, foe faw the Priixe coming towards her,
and hearing foe had not done what Ihe promifed,feCm-
edtogoa”aydifoleafed. The Udy prdently fell into
a & of MeUndurfly, and being asked by her Friends

evrellencv at her Needle;
Silnk himfelf
, though

tbecaufc of thefe,alterations and aftonHhments, related:

the whole matter} but notwithftanding all their confoteti-
ons, piaed away, and died notioi” after.

J-OiVi) OiV, Printed for ~Ofjn JDunton at the /lavfK in the Tonlmy.

by a greater lieat, fooBcr than thofe of the fame

Tn other places.
dancing there, but more probably from

tting, as has been obferv'd in the Tranfaftions ofi "

oyal Sodttyj and 'tis vethreafonable that that £fif«
N

--Sltifharo-~ heat (~Rieh always darts eirsn
from Lightning) fliou'd haften the wgeta/\WB e/(ir®

“where i dall . R ®réed<Féars, Affies, & a‘?{er\'gﬁé’

' demanded, that Lightning §
fcarce tall in the fame place tlie nejt year again, and \c

The Caiife ofthore Circles are nottil

in
ra

roiia™ yraiieefs if'/iie. 209 the eeh OF Resisef aflin fak

er Grafs than the other which is weaker, but int»o«

three years you will find the forced power to abate, W
that Grafs to return by little and little to it’s oldtfe

nefs again. That Houfes built upon Fairy Greund or ii
are more than ordinary ~ofperous, is fabol«
there being juft contrary iiltances. In fhort, wcitb
reafon to believe (as fome wou'd have it) di

Fairies generate, and are mortal, hut that thcyi;

Devils affuming.fuch little for ’tis adbfmi
never found but where Peopieiw

t i ous andcredulous: And as for the power
have had over fome Peo”e, as to UetP out an Eye,
lendMmeysto be foid again, to be kind in
/> Hoafewms, and finch the Sluttijb, all which Infc
fatisfied of, and it amounts to nom
PR WHOT gy gy Syt Y SIS
Ferfiilious i“eduLily, and a faffe faith, fuch Perfonsw
put themfebes under the Devils power*, as we »t
with parallel Inft*es of Charns for the Tooth-ach k>
we believing futh things,the Devil effedts’em, byi»
natural means we know not of, he being willii]*i
have as many Servants as he can uponany Terms»lih
ever. That. things appear Icfs than formerly»»
bccapfc the ChijUim Religion is better underllood, “
People are not fo ignorant and fuirftitious as
have been: and that this Argument is good, isw
by the frequent Apparitions and Dclufions of DeviS
/s.;i«/v~re the poor, ignorant, fuperftitious, O™
dulous Inhabitants are kept in a miferable awe and 4

°Y

ger fort of Grafs muft the next year produce a lire

_ Tlie ~eftions concerning the

already anl~r’d; and that Great Quefion (
on’d in tlic Preface to the Second Volume)
Polarity of theio<y?./?enf, and the Variation
Cmfafs, is now finilh’d, and will be publilh(fl<
dily.--

atibcrtitcnicnt.
. A r nt Si-
JN Plev.yard m Cray™nnlav<, lives Dr. T tall
"* /m, a O»l>egi«c Phyfioan, and Sworn Phyfi~.
Il. until his death ; who widi a Drink
(hiadering no Bufinefs) undcrukes to Cure u tfB
Sores, Swellings in the Nofe, Face, or oib» parts 3i
Itch, Scurfs, Leprofies, and Venerial Difeafo,
nothing until the Cure be finilhed; Of the. laft,jw]
Cured many hundreds in this Cityj manyot thent™
Fluxing, which cdrrics the Evil jlie lower»
to the Head, and fo deftroys many. Tlie Dri»
the Quart, the PiU 1* aBox, with Direftions,
Purger than which was never given,-for thevel”
Body of all Impurities, wliidi are the Cables
fics, Gouts, Scurries, Stone or Gravel, Pams
Head and other partsj with anOtlicr Drink at I
a Quart: He Cures all Fevers and hot tli
pers without Bleeding, except in few Bodies,
Bis Opinion to all tbat wrto or iom«
tiling.
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