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The Athenian Mercury:

Seftember 8- 1691

Tuly Wife f
Anfv. Give-her Rope enough-* Our mean-
ingis, cen let iier alone, for/lie'snotto made Civil by
any thing but the Worms. But if you have a mind to try
wiutHand you liave at wording MiracUsy you may make u/c
Offoroeof rhefe following Direftions; Watch her Tame—
dutsthe/<i/?RemedythisisawaytotameevenlLyons,
anditmay Tygers too; Some have and*beat
it folong'till their poor Women have been /truck perfeftly
Dunband Deaf with the Noilc on't. Sonic are for Letting
her"M —fany where, 'twould bebc/t one would think
unitrthe Tooge™or in both Arms, to prevent her Scolding
or Fighting. Others arc iotVravring her Teeth, which would
dowell enough if they could Cut the Nails too at the fame
time: But the fureft way ofall is, being a gopodHusbandyour
felf, for 'tis bad Husbands are very often the Caufe tlut tlic
Wiwves arc no better than they Hiould be.
Queft. 2. Is't probable th:re will be any Sexes in Heaven ?
I We believe not— Our Saviour fays, thxt there they
*hber marry mr aregiven in marriagean” iffo, \vlutneed
«Stm € and why that in Heaven which there’s no needof/
Althaetsofthe Elfenrc of aMan will undoubtedly bethere,
olidthjt'sa rational Soul unitedto an organif*d Body, but
whet Organs will be necc/fary then we can'’t tell, hosvevcr
trefecannot.  Eefides,-this difference is only accitfcntal,
Afifl andWbman being in Effence the fame. Butin a State of
Blifsand Perfeftion, all tlut's imperfea: or Accidental fInl/
Mremoved, and accordingly one would think Sexesjloould;
won't add for anotjjcrRcafon what, as we remember,
oreofthe Fathers has faid—Tliat were thereany Woman in
Rfaven, tie Angels couldnot-Jiand long; but would certainly
befeduced from their Innocency, and fall as Adam did.
; Oueft. 5. Two Friends fee tIxfame Lady in thC fame day,
t«firjl bringing the fecond to fee her, asking hit Advice, and
ufimg his afflfance in the Amour”~He on hit feeing her, falls
desperatelyin Love with her— Whetherof thetwointhk
O/eoughtto defifi/ andwhether i f both Addrefl, their Friend-
W it not thereby atluaUy dijfolv'd and ruin'd/ 1
Anfw. "Twould hegenerosst, if in thisniceCafe hethat
uw licr la/l would for that Reafon give up all to his
friend — "twould be more prudent if both could prevail
fipontliemfelves to guit their Enterprifei— rBut’tis not
yrypropcrtotalk either of Generofity or Frude”~ceialLyve.
Togive our Sence freely, we believe it next to rmfii~blc their
ffiendfoipnmld be long-livd  but the only v»dy to makb
isfor both to continue their Addfelfcs faifly and
bjQjfomly, without any Refieftions or Derogation by one
« me other, to leave the Decifion to the Lady her felf, of
Fortune and for him that has hcr—Hapiy .Man be bit-

Queft.i. I IOW mas a Man reclaim a hettdJlrong or wi-

4. whether it does not weal™n theCredit ofthe A-
*nian Mercury, that the Authorsofic defeend tofuth apiti-
~ployment, otto take notice o fFeminine tmpertinencies ?
of venture a good W a”r,tho’ that way
Paradingis now a little out of Falhion, that the (~crift
» *oBe/o»r, o/</, furly, oryoung diftppoiHtedLover-, or ~fc
grave Phiiofophical Don, fo perfelHj refind, that .ncs
up of notliing but Spirit and Notion : But living
Julies, vvemuft tell himwe arc troubled with Ten, ~r-
asP AUfeuUne Impertinencies to one Fettiinine,
*Aiglclfwon'd find, ifhcwasforone AazZ/fejjn- to read
Whereas, on the oclKt fide, wc have letters
the Pile from Ladies, and thofc without
oflearning, which arc of fo great Concern,
Weight, that we dare not without confidc-
"itha attempt tlicit Anfwer. For riicdlihg
v ons of Courtfiiip, Love zvA Marriage, we might,
tkaf ~00"gn’d thereby to mingle the Duke and theZ"/e,
4Qnrrrif ® gilded Pill or fweeten'd Potioh, get
but r other. Butwe fcorn to cxcufe what needs it not,
ofrF fincetho’ fome things
n Matters ofG'allantry, yet there
y many (~ftions wliich lwvcatilrirtuetidit®

on thcHappinefs of particular Men, and the F..rcjo/ra-
milies™ but even the good and welfare of larger Soefcries,
and the whole Commonwealth, which coiififts of pamihe*
and fingle Perfons, the In/Fanccs whereof need not be
more diliinftly remarkt to the Obferving Reader.

Quefi. $. Whether our Laws againjl Adultery, and t™
Proofof if, beent toofavourable to the Worren/ irndwhether
this be notan F.ncouragerment to Offender's /.

Anfw. If thofc Laws,. and the Proofrequired, be too
favourable to the Women, they are. feito the Men alfo,
there being o effential Evil in the Crime committed by
one, which is notin the others. And though next to Im-
punity in this Cafe, may render the Perfons concerned
more confident and impenitent than they would otlicr-
wifebe, and perhaps than the requires, yet
if they could but lookon a little further into the other Woutd®
they'd find Puniniinent fulficient to deterr 'em from (hat
and all other fuch hainous OffenceSi ..

Que/l. 6. Will Loveand.Fricndjhip continue after this Life/

Anfw. To usit feems probable they may-—as whatever k

and feems to depend on the Mind, not the Body.
Tis probable that there’s fuch a thing as Friendfhip among
Angels, for Love eadi otiicr undoubtedly they muft, and
love more intcnfely they may, fuch as have the mo/l beau-
tiful Cf'rfiviiyerj oftkDivimyowerand Goodnejs upon them:
Now we Hull be like the Angels, and may therefore have
Friendlhips as well as they.

(“uefi. 7. Whichis thejh onger, Friend/liip or Love ?

Anfw. Love-, for'it fnaps afuiider the ftrongc/l and bdV
hid Fncndfhips in the World in the Car/e of Rivals, and
totally fucks it up and drowns it, where between different
Sexes, And Love fucceeds inits Room.

<Tueft. 8. .Is there any real force-in Chams, Amitlets,
L-rve-powder, Potions, See. toprocure Love\-t '

Anjw. For if there’sany thing in’em, abjhalled
from Fancy, as we have already dilcourfed, it mu/ibe Dia-
bolical—-but they can't do no more than the Devil him-
felf, who can only reprefent the Ob)eft, not force the’
Will to embraceit: All your Babble of Amulets, Talismans,
~C4 welookupon to be of the .fame Nature, and their
Planetary Influences perfeftly unaccountable, if not ridi-
culous. Love-pouder and Potions there may bt with a Ven-
geance, but then they arc all Natural, and rather move De-
fire than Ltyve, and may command the Body, but never touch the
Mind. The only lawful Philtre or Charm then to procure
Love, iij.qvc, attended with Zeali*Affiduity ahd Difcrc-
tion, And iHuhatedwithfair and vrrtum Amons.

(“uc/l. 9. Why worren are generally -fondefi of men that are
moji regardlefs of 'em / —andfinco- they arefo, if they'll have
reafon to complain for the future ifalltnenjhouldflight 'em /

, Anfw. To the nrft—if taken generally, astb~"refl,’
'tis the/iir/Aij/? in the world'frotti'heing true: 'Tis'Lcrve
i™ the Caufe ofLove; and itinu/l ~ » ArUnec fort ofanAn-
tiperiftafisindeedifjfconi fliould prMilCe’ rt,’ finecthe'Ef-
fertwpuld thcjiGoniraryto.the Axk)«, be abfolutely dif-
ferent from the Caufe whence derived." Tt'i true,
there may be fomc little GoquetS-'ctf thisHurriour,'swho may
be troubled with the fame Caprice diat' Af«ii5-\Ws MIArefs
was,-wlio plainly tells Jier, Potk dejfiairing Lmer—1 \annod
loveif fm if/oo™—-But it'sim~fnbfe any Woman effifenfe
or generofity can be guilty of' fo mean a FoHy, ¢

fome may pcriups out of a Pique of Modejiy, to comply
with Cuftom, of to makb the Ix)Ver inbre eager, at rc-
fiifc what tliey love, and havingtired 'em cut, repenttoo
late their npt.taking 'em at their Words, thefc being fomc-
tim'es a Critical minute for Men at well at Womren.  For tlie
fecgnd QucAion, it depends indeed on the fir/l, and that
falling, muft take the fame Fate. Butthere'syetnol”afon
NofufpeA tlyit Men lliould c\tt'tnxn.Women-hafers;, fmee
fiatwrehoi tied ibeCham ofhclinatidh fo Jirong onboth fides,
that there's never like to be Ic/s Love in the World thafi
. now we find therein: Nor can all Men, ifthey wdiT” /Tight
Women as long as- Ampr nrget habendi—any morckhan all
Women tu'nr Amk\ons, and the Converfation of
Men. qucA.



Queft. lo. ii FaipmlIn Love agreaU? Foly orKtueiery?

Anftp. The latter by far— for it may often happen, and
in effeft does fo, that Perfons grow weary of each other,
fnddefelks notoWerv'd before, longfor the Charms efh'a-
riety™ or fixona more dtferving objeft, in many or moft of
whichcafes it may Teem Wifdomratijer thanFoUy to change—
thoin the mean time thofc who do it firft, will have no
other praife for fuch fickicnefs, tlwn to be accounted —
More Knaves than Fools by all that know them.

Queft. 11. Whether it k honourable p>r a Lady to An-
fiver a Gentlemans Letters™ when Jloeintends not to enter-
tain him /

Anf(v. It'strue, that Writing's a nice thing ; 'tis not eve-
ry One’s Lettersthat will bear beingfecn : Men whenre-
pulfed, often grow malicious or delperatc, and will make
wlilt Interpretation they picafe of what is writtenj or if
tliat's too prudently exprefs’d to admit of any Cavils
(which is almoft impolfible) they’ll as fcvcrcly cenfure
thevejtyAifhnofWritingy or clfe interpret it too favoura-
bly for themfelves, and put the Lady to further trouble in
undeceiving 'em. For which reafons it had been much more
proper ifthe Query had been,--* Whether fuch writing had
beenPrudent ? rather than Honourable i which in moft In-
ftanccs we mull have rcfolved in the Negative. However,
there may be fome fmgular Cg/exwherein it may be both
Honourable and Prudent for a Lady to wr;Ve,—as when ftic
IS fatisfied the Perfon fhe writes to is a Man of Honour,
and cannot otherwife fo well difingage him from a fruit-
Icfs Amour.

Queft. 12. Nous vous demandons, (fyc. e demand rvly
the Englifh, both Men and Worreny are thefneji Peoplein the
World, whichdepettds uponthe Temperature ofthe Air, andyet
arc the worji Singers in Europe, which depends on the Tempe-
rature ofthe Air aswell as the other ?

Anfw. The Englifh Nation are more obliged to tliis Gen-
tleman, tlian to his Countryman A his Charafter
of’em i and indeed one would be apt to fufpeft him in
Love with fome ofthe Ladies (their we mean,
not their Vokes,) did he not not give the Men too fo fa-
voprable a Charafter— Which taking for granted, we
liall, according to his Demand, fa”Enquireintothe Keafon
ofit \ which we can’'t allow to that produc’d bythe Uuerifi j
nam”, the Temperament ofthe Air j liccaufe it muft then
necclurily follow, that all thofewho enjoy the fame Tem-
perament, muft be equally fair and lovelyj and thateven
oar Antipodesmud liavethe fame Complexions that we have,
which is known to be falfe. The other part ofthe Suppo-
lItion feeras alfo ill grounded,— good or bad Singing
depends upon the Temperament of the Air.------ For our Air or
Climate is more Temperate than thatof Italy, yet we are
judged wvorfe Singers, and deny not but we are really fo.
It's true, theSoil may make fome difference, and the Sea-
Airs make the Cold more moderate -in England, than ’tis in
otlier placesat the fame diftance from the Pole.— Befides
all which, there may be foroetliing in tlie Strain of Men, as
there is ofBeajls; and yet it may be no more polfible to
give any natural Reafon, whyfome Men arefairer thanother/,
or have thinner Lips, finer Nofes, or better Complexions
than why a Greyhoundk more cleverly made than a Cur, or
a Racer than a Car-Horfe. On the other fide, if 'tis true
that we Sing not as well as the French or Italians, there
may be fomething in the Coldncfs of our Climates, com-
pared with theirs, which perhaps may rendCT our Voices
generally more hoarfe or unpleafing than fome others.
Befides, we have no Eunuchs, as are among them, which
fometimes make their Conforts much finer than tliey would
otlierwifc be. After all, they have merry Religion,

part whereof confifts ingi“Painting
and SiMing: Nor arc we to wonder when they think they
may acape Purgatory, or get Heaven for an old Song, if
they ftraixj harder at it than others, and endeavour to do
the very belt they are able” which ufes’'em to’t, befides
their Operas, much more than our People arc.

ftO* The Queftion concerning the Maidens (keping and
dreaming of her 1™er, &c. was loft by a mifehance.
butiffontagain Hull be anfwcrcd the firft Tuefdayln
the next Month. §

tgrVie having long before certain Offers were made us
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edia England, (as well as in Foreign Parts) whklifiulKjj
conftantly perform’d, and what is at any time wanfin.
in one Supplement, Ihall be added in the next. Our Rcadm
may eyi“inowThirdSuppleTient, viz.

r. Tie iToyagt into the Worldo f Defewta, which isoned
the pieces inferted in the Hijiorical Biblhtheque, which fiii
Book our Stationer has long fince enterd in the Hil-
Book.

2. Mr.K'j*erADifcourfcs on Sicknefsand Recovery.

3. Mr. Norris's Difeourfes on the Beatitudes.

4. The New State of England.

$. Dr. Bateson the four laft Things.

6. The Life of Reverend Mr. Elliot.

7. Mr. Norris's Retlcdlions on Human Learning.

And alfo all other confiderablc new Pieces fPrinted k
England] that fliall be fent us. :

All thofe Learned Gentlemen thatfend us in their Boob
when newly Printed, or Abftrafts'of their Books read
drawn, or any remarkable Obfervations that may be ufcw
to the Publick, if tlicy fend’em to the R/n/eij inthcPoif.
try, they Ihail be inferred inour next Supplement.

Mr. Travfly may expeft our Sentiments next

The 12 Numbers that complcat our/econjfFfl/m
are now Pubiifli'd with  Preface and//jrfe* tott,|
Price | s.

Sttiijertiuntnir.??,

S«pp/e/enr to the Second Volume of tliGilrff-
«* nian Gaet is now Pubiifli'd, containing an A€
count ofthe Defign and Scope of moftof the conlider”l
Books Printed in Europe, but MORE ESPECIALLY H'
E£IVGZ VD, and of the Quality of the Author, tfknomi;
asalfo the Ingenious Conferences of the Foreign Pirtief
upon many Nice and Curious Queftions. The whole " |
ing a Tran/lationofwhit is moft rare and valuable in tiel
laft Vniverfal Hijiorical Bibliotheque, the Paris Journal h
Scayans, the Alfa Eruditorum Lipfia, and in the N&»
{?& £fli~rerienx .Serw/ex ™ Galantes, hrc.
i- /] improving of Natural, Moral and Dn«
knowledge, as is fpccified in the Preface to this Bok
which laid Pre/tfce gives the Reader a fuller Account d
the D~gn and Ufe of this Vndertaking than the foratt
J Papers are added the Contents both ofths
and the former Supplement* Price i x. Sold at the KasA
in the Poultry.
Wchavc Printed each Supplement on the fame Paper’
with our Weel(ly Mercuries, that fo they may bind md
add the Contents of 'em allto
tilat Afohabetical Table we have promis'd at the endd
every Year, that fo by the help of this General Table, ad
Q««//fxmay prefently find any they hee

font us this Week are Anfwe™d il
recited,-and’ fonie-ef enure
Numbers .(Ar;y Publili'i
the firft eighteen NumbersUi
~cond Volume. And therefore we defire all our (IyF
Conrenfj- and Preface to our Second \imk*
(and the Supplement to it) before they fend to us aggaift
uy conftantly Obfervhg tite Rules there IM
cr bedifappoint”™ in their Exped**
jT. "’\com us — Read alfo our Advei tifcmeut in Mercury’
™r your/«rxAer Information------ And remember
thatno Liters will be taken in, whole Portage is not paid
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