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The Athenian Mercury:
^ fltu rtra p j September i2 ,  16 9 1.

Hick of our Sevfcs can we befl[pare ?
Anfec. None o f ’em very well—  

for God and Nature have made 
noting in Vain : However we may make a Comparifon 
between'era, for there arc in all Goorfx, except the 

is tl-.e pleafanteft Senfe—’tis a pleafanr thing 
10 b^ld the Sun̂  and a fad thing to be Blindy as thofe poor 
Cieatures fell us, who are fo unhappy to be fo. T is  bc- 
fides, thefineft, the pure«1, and moft fpiritual o f all the 
êefesy performing its Operations rather by the Image of 

Witter, titan Matter itfelf. , ’Ti%t\K LearnedSenfc, though 
herein//i-ar/flj puts in for its R iv a f  and ’tis the moft cer­
tain ofill the reft, giving occafion to that Proverb, Seeiugs 
6diem:it tho’ this admits o f limitation } Rcafon being 
required to affift and regulafc this as well as the other Sen- 
f«. Hearing has the moft delicate o f any fenfible Pleafures 
for ifi Entertainment, namely, the Noble >4»-f o f Mufic^, 
â d hthc moft fpiritual of any Senfe next to the Sight j 
itJOWefl'bcing Sounds and that only Air moved. This may 
MaCTcatmcafurcfiipply thelofsofthe Sight, we having 
• nsutitude of Inftanccs o f thofe who have bwn excellent 

without their Sight j tho’ o f very few, i f  any, 
wnoirercborn Dw/i who therefore muft be Dumb, and 
pnffillyare very weak andfoolifh, it being a difficult 
^tter to convey any o f our Notions t o ’em, and indeed 
.^wftunintelligihlehowit flx>uld be done, Natural Signt 
wii^fofirw, and infuffidcat to ground any thiifglike a 

on. Thougli yet even here there are Exceptions, 
w thofe that are fo, arc a fort o f Prodigies in Nature. 
*ycan we tell what to fay to the Atutes in the Seraglio  ̂
'tu we know wliether tliey wa-e born fo. Tafling feems 
Tcenvcnicnt even for Life as well as the Comforts o f it.
•_ TowcAisthemoft neceffary o f all the reft, for wloen 

I Life’s gfine\ and indeed the otlwr foia- feem
^ € ile  than this diverfitied according to different Ob]dis 
'̂ Organs. For the SmcHing, it ’s a Senfe that appears to 

purpofe for .tlic ,Rf.w, to regale and rcJfrcfh 
watiag^ble<?»«Wj. .However, tlie inconvenience is 
WwiiderabJffontlieJofsofit, efpecially compared to 

o f the-others: We thfrefbrc couclude, tlut this 
better Ipare tiwn any o f the reft.

|X}*clt. 2, Whais tlK Definition of a Drmhn Man, and 
degr  ̂ o f Dnwkcmtefs will render a Man obnoxim to 

lenaltits of the I~aw ?*
^ ’•P. The Definition o f a drunken Man is a Drunl̂ en 

call him by any otlier Name would be an Abnfe i 
Devil is not fo greataFool, and a Bcaft is a much 

regular fort o f Creature, and anfwers the Ends of its 
As to the latter part o f the Queftion ( to wit, 

Orw^ewic/f will render a Man obnoxkiu to.the 
b̂e L a w ? J  We anfwer, The Law is by fo 

me more perfeft and pure, by fo much as it has a 
relation to the Law o f God, but there all Intern- 

^tfvn ^ ’^cefs is forbidden } ’tis not the quantity, 
Perfons would never be drunk with double 

others. A  Man is truly and properly faid to 
exceeded fo far as to impair his 

htf Rcafon i both which Cafes are a 
re for our Law to lay hold on, for ferae PerfoOs

and feme arc continually, fjek, and pre- 
n̂mk of either may be folfty fuggefted} but

comes ovi'^eotly under the Penalties of 
‘S'wfarx, Vomits, Quarreb, Reels 

tumbles into the Channels, & c. purely 
o f Drink, and nothing e llc} ’twould 

i f  ‘  onaitics of the Laws were executed more, and

^  Ritiilh'ss that received relief
f dMrit̂  tfxir retreatJ will be obligd to 

Poffe^ons j  andif f i

Ci/fisfree, and obliges no 
'■ 'Id be ^nd Jlctribution, ifeverthe Cafe

fevers d, and Perfons change Circu^ftanccs.

hoped the Irifh will be always in our Debt 
and that we/hall never be fo mifcrablc as to have occafion 
or Retribution, tho' in the mean time we ought not td 
think uncharitably o f ’em, as that they would not havx 
done the fame to us, Charity more rejoices a true giver  ̂ tfian 
an indigent receiver.

Queft. 4. myforne People love Oil and hate Olives, and 
nehy form love Olives, and hateOild

As to the difference o f feme Peoples Averfion to 
fuch or fuch things, as Cats, Eggs, iyc, fee VoL 3. N. lo . 
Quejt. a.

6ueft. 5. tVhat's the Rcafon that waling in the dead of 
Night, /  cm perceive a fort o f a Light, which vanijhes in a 
Moment d ■’

’Tis only Fancy, for when you begin to make ufe 
o f your Rcafon, you fee no fuch thing in earneft. The 
Occafion o f it is this, The medium of Ob'jehs to the Eye is 
Light:  Now the Eye opening and going to aft, your Fancy 
goes along with It  ̂ and (you naving not time to confider) 
do fuppofe the Medium ready to find an Objeft by which 
fupposd Medium, the Light, vaniflres fo foon as vou find 
your Error. ^

^ e f t .  6. There k  a fort of a furiow little Blood-fucker 
call d a Bugg 5 pray what k the Reafon that they fhould fall 
fofurmfly upon a Stranger o f the Fair Sex in one Night as 
rnahe her Blind, and yet at the fame time be partial to her 
tender-shin d  Bed-fcHow ■, who is o f the fame Sex, better in 
Health, anda ConftantCuftomcf ? ’

Anfw. Vvxtly for Variety’s fake, and not outofany fpite 
to their New Pafture. Nor is it an uncommon thing in any 
Creatures to love Change in Feeding, Fleas will do the fame 
andleave their old Commons at any time fora new Supper al­
though tlicir Diet be much confer and more unwholfom’.

Queft. 7. lirhether it be a fault in a wife Man to be affeN- 
ed, and have a Complacency in himfelf for having made a fine 
Hitrangue d ,

Anfw. ’Tis fuppofed that a w/fe Man thinks, and there­
fore tis impoifiblc but he ftiould be affefted witli what he 
fpcaks but to ask whether a wife Mon (for that lookilike 
the)=»tter part of tlie (^ueftion) can be guilty o f a Folly 
is incongruous, and is as much as to fay, n'hether awife 
Man can he a wife Man and a Foot at one time d Rut perhaps 
tl)c QueriftsSenfe was thus, Whcthcra Man may aft pru­
dently, i f  he has a Complacency in himfelf for makiiig a 
fine Harangue d To which we anfwer, That aH thin^ are 
good or bad-, i f  his Harangue was good and moral, he had 
rcafon to rejoice at it, but lie ought not to praife himfelf 
fo n t, but think of S t .P W ’squeftion, What have we that 
we have not received d I f  the Harangue vvas Wicked and 
Immoral, ffo t  f f  it changes not its Nature, but rather makes 
itw orfej then the Cafe is quite-alter’d, and there’s ooca- 
iion enough for Self-regret and Difplcafure.

Queft. 8. Having heard that there is a part o f the Hebrew 
joUp/bwxiftillextant in the V.uican Rome, but t^Reve- 
tend Dr, Burnet doubting of it .• I  defire to kpow whether that 
i f  a real part of it or not d

Anfw, That Ingenious Great Man Iiaving doubted o f the 
Report, we ftian't pretend to give our Opinion after him 
unlefs in the fame Words j  for every one knows rfie 
Learmng.he has, the Inquifitiyenefs o f his Nature, and the 
Opportunities he had to be fatisfied o f the rcaforublencfs 
or unrcafonablenefsof the Relation, render’d him as ca- 
pahlc a Judge o f it asany Perfon living.

^ucft.9. Stncey^u have given me tloe Encouragement o f a 
fiirther Anfwer, upon a particular Rdatkn o f the Nature and 
Occafms o f my Defpair, I  fia ll here add, that ’tis the un- 
ktndnejs of Parents, not allowing ww -Ncceffaries i butchieify 
m^^fcontent mifes from the-hiding r f  Cods Face from me, 
and being dcfiitute of all Senfe of his Mercy m myAppliof 
tm s to him. '  ■'

Anfwer to your (^ueftion, we add, 
•Tliat a lupponcion o f unkindnefs from Parents in rrot 31- 
low ingN c^aries, may be as well,m Error o f your Judf,.. 
merit as o f theirs j  and ’tU much tlie likelier o f the tw o;

for
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f j r  nothing is abfo!utcIy nccelVary in this World, but i  
moderate Competaxy of Cbth and Bread; as for EKpcnccs, 
they are not very necefl'ary amongrt Virtitous Compani- 
eiu , who may .eitlier Coqvcrf<i privatdy, or rwluch 
inoft adds to the Happinefs o f Converfe) talking toge- 
ftc r  if the difpofition of the Body wilibearit* and it 
Nature would want Refrefomcnt in thofe Intcavals, it 
may be prevented before hand. Take this for an Infal­
lible Maxim, He that eamot be Content in a mean Condttm, 
cannot be fatisfied in a great one-, for ’tis not theCondiMon 
which in its fcif affords fatisfacbon, but a quiet, peaceful, 
rcf.mn^ BreaJ}-, i f  that be difordcred, all Enjoyments clle 
arc only Nominal, and carry but a bare appearance of

__ iB u tfu p p o fc  an unrcafonablencfs ofthc Parcrit
in the above mentioned Cafe, you ought not be diUwbcd, 

Performance of your ownVuty that is t h e m  of
your Happinefs or Vitbappmefs. Epiljctw ( that great Man, 
1  had like to have laid more) divides all things into two 
Claffes, w>. Such as arc in our ow^ Power, or luch as 
arco u to f ourDifpofe. Of the firfl he reckons up the- 
Goods of the Mind, as Learning, Mecknefs, Tem^rance, 
Couraee, &c. Ofthclaft the Goode of fortune, (with Chn- 
mans, o f Providence) as Preferments, H ânours, hr^ends, 
Relations, &c. I f  we are irregular in the firft, we have 
rcafon to be difturb’d, but only io far as to take a greater 
Care for the future, and keep a nearer Watch oyer ̂  
feIvcR. I f  we arc difturb’d m the laft, b yL o lfeo r Dif- 
appointments o f ’em , tiic Fault delervcs I know not 
whether more Pity or Ridicule-, who crys for the Snow m 
Winter, or the Heat in Summer? or \yhos fo diltrafted 
as to proraife himfelf to cfcapc Death, the common Lot o f 
all Mankind. I f  your Parents Unreafonablenefs is out of 
your Power to alter, all that you have to do, is to carry 
your fcIf like a wife Honeft Man, that is, Secure pur own 
Duty and not vex at Impoffibilities. As for the other 
branch o f your Difeontent, vi^. DefPair of Goif s Mercy, 
and the hiding his Face from you, this indeed is more afflift- 
in eto  than a Complicated heap of all tlie
Wiferies Loffes, Confinements,  Difappointmcnts, and 
every thine elle that we can give the TiA/e of Horrour-, for 
an Eniovnient of the Sapream Good being our End, our All, 
(  for whatever little Intcrefts we grafp at here, arc but 
faint refemblances o f the great Original) i f  mifs 
this, we mifs all, and all that we do is in vain j nor is 
there any thing clfe that can make us happy, becauie 
there mull be a proportion betwixt every Power and its Ob- 
xeU; we diilinguilh not Sounds by the Ej’cs, nor Smells 
by the Ear, but remit every thing to its proper Senfe. Now 
the Mind of Man, flriftly fpeaking, being the Mm, f f r  
the Body differs only in its jhape from Brutes, being fenfual, 
jtm K '& c.) itmuflhavc its adequate and proper Objert 
too, which is Sod, i f  wc Ihould Uy tht Senptur,: hy, 
this may be proved by Reafon -, for the dilfatisfaftion that 
all o t h i  Objects afford, fliows that there s not a due 
proportion betwixt them and the Saulj tor fo> it 
would fix there, and feek no further} as dm Needle 
torched with the Loadftonc, is never at reft till it merts 
yyith the Northern-Pole, but then it fixes irom farther 
Rambling} now the Defpair o f meeting this great and 
only adequate Objeft, as in the prefeht Cafe, may well
meet .widi the Utmoft Horrour and Difeontent; but in or­
der to the regulation o f the Querifts, and other Perfons 
dillraaions, that may licunder die fame inquietude, we
lay down the following Rules. ■■

1 .  That the Troubles for want o f fuch a Happmefeare 
the firft ftep to the attainment o f it. No Pcrfqn will purfue 
m y thing, i f  the want of it would not make him miferable*

2. The fenfeof this Unhappinefs raufteither be from 
the iS/iiffr o/" God, or the Suggcjlions o f the Devil-, i f  the 
firft,‘tis an Argument of Sonfhip and Adoption, and ought! 
to be ■ fo received, with this Effeft upon you, a greater 
Care and Encouragement in your Duty. I f  the laft, ’tis 
an Argument your Cafe is yct tlic better, for the DevU 
dijiurbs no Body that he is fecure of, but to thofe that he’s 
afraid o f lofing, he makes good his old Cliaratlcr, That be 
is a Lyar fiom the beginning,
■ .2. That a Senfe o f the Difplcafure o f God, and the 
hiding of his Face, is the Cafe of many of his People} fee tlie 
Example of the whole Churcli in Solomons Song, as alfo in 
the Lamentations -, and for particular Perfons, fee David, 
a Man after God’s own Heart, and our Saviour himfelf upon 
the Crofs.

We might, enlarge, but our general Dcfign, and ( 
fmalincfs o f our Paper denies it, therefore we refer you [ 
thofe Places whcrlj the Remedies againji are ^
treated oiij in V »  PraSice of Piety, TJoiWbtldputy ĵKg 
add The Supplement to'-the Morning Exefeife, inSemiimi

I
Mr. Travefty.
F  at any time Our Anfwers are not fo fatisfafh^ as y. 
could wiHi, if you will, as direfted by our Advert: 

went, mention in what particular, you (lull have a fui 
Satisfaftion in the next Mercury. I f  this won’t fufficc,« 
forthcr affure you, that whatever Queftions you diflife 
thofe {very f ŝeftions Ihall be all anfwcr’d a-new by i 
Ccommon Equity to our f^erifls obliging hs to it  j  and in ' 
New Anfwers to the faid QuejVms, our Readers lliallin, 
with all tlK ObjeHhns you lend us, the btjlofyourThoî ln̂  
and our own Improvements thereon, that fo meeting with"  
together in one Paper, we may fave ’em wliat Cmrgesi
can------When our Projeli was firft fet on Foot, the
were not halftlie Perfons concerned in’t as now arc} (i 
tlierefore a few Hips then were the more cxcufable)j 
now our Society is fixt, nothing Ihall pafs without 
minathn and the general confent o f all concerned in’t } h 
i f  after all any Errors jhould feape our View, Cfor foiiet 
pretended to be InfallibleJ i f  convinc’d thereof in a lint; 
two, wc’Jl reftifie ’em our fclvcs in our next Mercury^--. 
For your further Information, read our Advertijemtu. 
Merc, 7. Vol, 2.

QU<

Gmtleman that fent to us tliis Week conorc 
a Copy, he has by him, i f  he brings it to the Rottitk 
Coffec-houfe in Finch-lane next Mornhy^yioraiag jt 
o f the Clock, he ffiali have his ^nfwer.

£  rtfilving {asrte told you in ourfrfiS^
ment) to give an Account of the Dtfign asi S 

of the mojl conftderable Books that JhaB be printed in Er^ 
from time to time, (as rrell as in Foreign Palis) we defirnUt* 
Gent\cmco who publijh any Book, that deferves general 
that they would fend it to the Raven in the Poultry as /»* 
printed, or an Abjlract thereof ready, drawn up, and it jW 
inftrted in our next Supplement: The fame Promife 
make to thofe who fend wi any remarkable Obfervations or i»f 
cui Papers^t to be publifhed. In our treating o/Englilh B(* 
we fiali not content our felves with giving the bare Titles, 
part of Bibliographer shave hitherto done, but Jhall briffi)<lt̂  
what they contain, and what they may be ufeful for, which fi 
of no fm ’U fervice to thofe that buy or peruje Books, finceih 
h r. by be inform'd what may be mofi worthy their reading—-« 
Supplements advantageous to thofe who fiaJluo
tai^ any cOnfiderableiVurks, fince they may have occafionH* 
lijb their Defign, and invite aU Perfons to communicate theiil 
nuferipts to them, which will contribute much to the 
undeitake, and maie‘em the more knows. Wefh Q Pnetd' 
Supplements os the fame Paper with our Weekly Merotriis* 
fo t ^  may bind up with them, and Jhall adJtheContcr>ti(^ 
all to that Alpbtheitcal Table we have promis'd at the endtf 
ry Tear, V̂ sat valuable Englijh Books, &c. are <tt tfj * 
waiting in one Supplement, Jhall be added in the next.

The Supplement to the Second Volume o f thê ' 
nian Mercury, -containing an Account o f the Dcfig*' 
Scope o f the moft confidcrabJe Books Printed i n all 
ges, &c.. In this Supplement are Anfwer’d many 01 
(Queftions lately font us. Price i s.

■ The'Preface,Index,itid 12  Numbers, thatco^ 
the firft 18 Numbers o f our 2d Volume,were la tc ly f^  
all together,at 12  d.Price. In thefc.12 Numbers, 
our Firft Volume) are allb Anfwcr’d many of the 
lately fent us. :Prke One Shilling. Both jd d  at rtf ff** 
the Poultrcy.

FLores InteHuales:  Or Seleft Notions, ScntencfS 
Obfervations, collefted out o f fcveral 

madepublick, tfpccially for tlie ufo o'! I'riupgSchoK̂  ̂
trin  ̂into the Minijiry. By Matthew Barker Minilfo^. 

Gofpel in Lond-m. Price bound i s. printed for 
ton at the Ravipn in the Poultrey,

L O N D O N . ^  Printed for 3 |ofm 5© unt0n at the Raven in the Panitrey. 169
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