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The Athenian Mercury:

NatUrDtiPj September 19.

Woman at Rochefter, hafpgHing to fatljickj
was exirtaml) i'i almoji to Death Jhe had
two Children at Nurfe abut ten Miles from
iieflM, andJhe had a great defue to fee her Children, but
litfi thet Sfore abut b r kiiewvery well that Jf'e wmfar incapable
JfuihiUurneyy Jhefell into a-very deepJleep, arid when (he
f * fi'id that Jhehad feen her Childnn: tbofe that did
Titiibhtr, told her thatflie had net-been out of her Bed: Jhe faid
'ziaiitkdjcenthem, andn™w wes willini to dye, which Jhe
didmediately. Asfoonaslhe was dead, the Rurfe which wes
tenMilesdijiant, came lunningina great fright, and faid (he
hidfeel her Mijhefs, and that(befell her Children, andiurned
Wit (‘rorthitwastheexprcTion.) 1prayyour Sentiments
‘M hauld be, ‘that the Wormans Soul Jhonld take wing, andre-
tvnsiiin to its old Habitation ? or. Whether it be confonant to
Scriftae™ and whether the Sa»l did agrandi®e Air fo as to
rAnVerfend Appearance ?
kjv. We meet with parallel Inflances in Hifbry;
%r.(ancl alfo Kerman, de Mirac. Mort. relates, that there
waciwo Brothers, Knights of Rome, the Elder of 'em
wes Dared CorNiitts, who being in the repute of all Men
,dc*i,'the Tables of his lafi Will and Tefiament were recited;
[lawiich he had made his Brother the Heir of 3l he had:
'kindle midft of his funeral Preparations he rofe with
ipatChearfulnefs upon his legs, and faid that he had been
hisBrother, who had recommended the (.are of bh
J>iilhter\iS\toh\m, and had alfo (hewed himwhere he had
great quantit) of Gold under ground , wherewirh he
" Jddefray his Funeral Erpences. While he was fpeak-
inthiimanner, tothe admiration of all that were pre-
ic therecame a Mdfenger with the News of his Bro-
rsDeath, and the Gold wasalfo found in the very place
iiehad faid,------- Butwhat is yet a ftranger Relation,
admention'd by the faid laft Author, is this------ E-verar-
Arhla a German Knight, fell lick in Germany in the
'iocof Pope Unocent the Third, and when he had lain
‘Sowfijr fometime dead, returning to himfelf, he faii”®,
"t~NiSoul was carried by E-vil Spirits into the City of
irefitm, thence into the Canp of SaUdine, who then
"Ded in Egypt, from whence he was conveyed to Lcm-
‘i, where in a certain Wood he had fpoicen with a
aftvn Friend of his. Laftly, he was brought to the
Ti~of Ronif, the Sights the Form of Places and Buildings of
\'»m, together with the Features of divers printes there,
cxaftly deferibed j but what is yet panger , he
~N*hwhombhefaid hedid Converfc in the Wood, affirmed
™thchad there at the fame time and hour difeourfed with
liis £vfrar</iM, according as he had declared. Was Plato
Fuhegores alive, we know what ufc they wou'd make of
ItSanccs toward a Tranfmigration of Souls, Our
t"ODghts upon the whole are only thefe, that thefc Souls
INttnotto Ramble of themfelves, but were tfinvey'ri by
T"hi th2t had fotrtfe'particular to guard-*m, and
'pagans of Perception for 'em, for the Sod cannot aft
In“ fdfb' tponfufcdly : 'Tis faid, when Lazarus/ZW, he
eamedby Angels into Abraham’i bofom, not fled thither
Thefeareparcicubrinllanccs, perhaps mollly for
convincing of fit-h Perfons as believe nothing of Spi-
tetsor Witches. Let fneh asare not fatisfied of the poffi-
fach things, repair to the Rotterdam Cofee-houfe
A ohrlare, where they may fee the Original Letter that
Aitotheparticuhr Paflagementioned in the Queftion,
W\DKirc Arguments for the Cridibility oi this ftrangeln-
| that we havr ht'\f*taken Nf.ticc ot. *

«w Fritndlhip was to an Fxcefs; and now(he is dead.tho
endeavm’d all | cantothe contrary, myGrief is fuch, as
\"\j*dmed ne to agreat hatred of my Life; hefidcs which, |
»W/ dipailed - 1defire ta know
T Condition I may not voluntarily Te(ign ny Life ?

fuch an aU maynot,by the unbappinefs of my. ircum-
accounted pardonable in thefigjot of God »
We can olFcr the fame hare !y as has been al-

1691.

ready effeftual under the fame Glrcumftances. Natural
Philofopby teichts, that to trouble our felvcs for what is
out of our Power, is as great a Madnefs as ttriving to
maker Are? nineteen, or to hinder the Revolution of the Hea-
vens. ChripinityiyiMxzhhyttamottsTeliiidfoTtof Philofo.
fhy) teachesus, that’tis impofi.ble to cfca;™ Uncafincfs

. where we give thatto the Creatures which is peculiar to

the Creatori for the Mind being.Eternal, no lemporHI

. thing can be a fit Objeft for it, no more than Sounds afe

proper ObjeSs for the Eye,or Sights for the Pallate, as we have
formerly urged : Befides, if the lofs of a Creature, who
was only an Emanation of the great Divine Original, isfo
afflifting and grie\ ous, how incollerable wou’d tlic lofs of
thtVriginal it fd fbe ? or if we are unhappy in the depri-
vationof Oatfingleimperfell Gee/ffor a little tinue, inwhata
Cafefliou'dwebein, ifwclhou'd bedepriv'd of all Good
for ever ? V e are Creatures, and asfuchowe a dependance
to the Author of ourBeing, therefore if wou'd be an ik-
pardonable Theft to difpofe of our fcives without his Li-
cenfe. A Commander will punifli a private Ccntinel
that leaves his Polt without his Cdnfent, and can God
who hasa far greater Right over his Creitures take it
wel] to fee us (tight his Appointments, or take upon its
to Cenfure his Aftions? for 'tis in Effeft an Arraign-
ing his Wifdom, when we think we can provide better
for our fcives than he does, A little time and converfe will
vrtitof thtOi blackyr Thoughts-, {ferwhatcan he blackerthaa
Setf-mrd'erf\\\itnth'Xt is committed, there’'s no Remedy,
but a mbr« mexpreffibli plunge into Mifcry. Hdl (s only
rcmedileft, Uiit nothing dfe. Secureyour Duty t>6w,and rcit
fatisfied-, yopjwillfooh beMafter of a quiet, eafie Breafl. 1

Queft.,3.;j/~tf Man has aBrother, by Nature or A™initj,
that ones 2 or 3001. and is not worth halffo much, but goes of
"with all, with an Intention to pay none, ¢~ not half he's able—
he depofits thiswith a Brother, con\ding in him, and won't be per-
fwaded to pay asfar as it goes: Whether or no the Brother be
oblig'd in point ojrhonep to do Jufticc t$ the Creditorsin re-
vealingtbis Money?

ainjw. The very QuefticHi is its ownAnrwer. Eivery one
is obliged to do 'Jufiice, if even himfelf is concernd, and
no Br.'/Afr can be nearer. He may as well be accefrry to a
Robbery Cheat-, for t&5is nb Ari/er, and Ae is no other,
nay” 'tis in feme fort worfe than a Robbery on the High way—
that i may guard my fwlf.from, but breach of Faith | can-
not ; and indeed it feeras a Hardjhip in Our Laws, that a
poor Shoplift fhou’d be hang'd for breakfog in and pilfer-
ing a few Goods, not perhapsy /. ray, not perhapstwen-
ty fliilllpgs value. andyet one that takes one hundred,two
.hundred, or a thoulaudpounds worth, alter having noted
away onepartof it, Ihou'd with impunity carry off the
other into the Mini or Fryers, and fend it going after the
famArate, or elfe depofit it in afecond or third Hand, who
if he keeps it from the Credirors, is juft as honeft as the
PicA poikets receiver, \-.ho hands anay the Prey which hia Bro-
ther Kv"«ehas angled for.

Queft. 4. Ge«tlemin,feuadvert'.re in froeralcfyour Mtt-
curies Mr. Nafon can teach the mift exafi and (\norteA
Shorthaud yd Extant. Qucry,Whether any Perfen cad by that
Shorthand take a Sernon or Speech verhatim ? and how long it
, wid be (if he aPws himfelf three hours a day tolearnit) befora
he attains to that Perfeflion”and whether he canlearn by the laft
Hook Mr. Mafonhathpublilhed, without any further Inpu-
Ciioner Pirefim fromfjim? Pray give a ”>eedy Anjwer to this
QVHfiion, becaufe | would Icfe notime in Learning.

Anfw, Your three Q”~tions in one we (hall Anfwcr fo-
vera'ly.

1. whether any PerfoncanhyMr. Miron's Sliorthand*

.prmcn or Speech verbatim ?
Anfw. Yes, diverttoour knowledge do frequently doit,

and Ibmeunderfourteenvearsof Agewilldo theiike.
2. Hjwlong will it he (allowing three hours a dayto learif be-
fere oreaitain tothat Vtrfeflicn ?
Anfw. The faid Aut'. or can teach th”ts/hdcAl, faiilv
to write, audliltin'lriy torcad' any tiling writ thereby in
Engl'fh,



hg.liih, in the fpacc of a Mmh $r fix ~yt(b ¢ But it may
rcafimahly be fin-poCcd a longer time will be required for
before fuch a can be attain'd as is regm.
iteforthe taking of a sermon or Speech
9. if"ether ore cm Itsrn b) the laft Bjci Mafon hath
nub)t()ietl, ffithcat My fmthtr Jnftru3 'mi or Directions frem

/W ?

Anfa. That Book is generally owned to be the beft Shorty
hand in Print j but it being one Sheet of Paper, printed
fay a Copper Plate on one fide only, it could not cqtitam
fufficient Direaions, andtherefore it wa™ never deligocil
to Teach any without the Authors Affiance \ (although le-
vcral IngenioM Perfons have attain’d to a good Degree of
Pcifeaioti by the Book alone) yet bis Directions,” that
large Additionel Tieafure of
Pules, which never yet the Light, being lately Uored
tip by him, and referved forall fuch Loversof that Artas
{hall applyto him f o r w i | | notonly facilitate
the Work, by mik\v>gsttsfice asjhirt when learned, but al-
fo create much fleofure and delight to the ingmeu in

learning them, . - N
Queft. Aether there's any fuch thngmthePerirtctlonof

a Language, andsoherein it confyls, and xtbither our Language
isnovitt itshei”bth, or vhenit vatfof

Anfw, This may be a more diflicult QueRionthan at firft
it appears. All Languages are in-a continual flux, one
Age makingftill Additionstothc part, or at Icaftaltering
or taking away Many Words from it « that comparifon of
the Poets being extrcamly apt------ t\zt Words arc like
ifiTve5 the old fell wearing off, and new fpringing up m
their rooms. TheGtflwifwWinw, whole unenvied Bufinefs
'tis to Beat Languages, as oldhaincA\\% it, have almoft de»
monflrated that the PhetnUian is only a Corruption or Dia-
led of the Hebrero, the dref®, and perhaps many other
Languages of the PbanUian, the old Roman of the Greti,
the very Charaflers being the fame, as may” fecn inold
Infcriptions and Monuments. On the other lide , the Mo*
dern Greek and Rufian from the ancient Claffick Greeks the
Italian, French, Spanifii, Portuguefiefiomthc”~rcmionof
the Latin, and its adulterous mixtures with fcvcral barba-
rous Languages, every one of whkh daily alter, and are
ftill like to do o as long asthc World laftsi arjl whw they

arefomuchalter’di that the greateft
come to be chang'd. It's probable enough that thefe will

ftiUbecall’d New Languages. Thus twas”rein ~ghndi
the old Saxon is undoubtedly the proper Englijh Torque,
oorvery Country taking it's laft and moft ftmous Name
from thofe.4n”/i; and yctour prefent £n«/”~is as abfo-
lutelv a diftrcDt Language from it as the old Greek is from
the Reman. But ftill, which is more to our prclent pur-
pofe, old Chaucer, Gocer, and their Contemporaries were
call'd great Refinersof our tngUfi Language, and un-
doubtedly were thought to have brought It to as great a
Perfeftion by their Contemporaries, as we fay a Waller, a
Dryden, a5 — /, or B ----- 1 have in our Age brought it.
And ’'twas juft the fame Cafe witli Ennm &iA Luctimin
their times, who were thought as well of bv others, and
fpoke as ill of their Language who went wfore em, as
Horace or any of the Criticks of his Court, who
came after 'em. But the mentioning his Court recalls to
mind the Notion of fome Men, andwetlunkthemoltrom.
raonof anv other, concerningthe Perfection of any Lan-
guage : That the Court is the Standardof aLanguage, ad own,
that then the Language is in Perfeftion when the Empire
is in Perfeftion, and the Court at the greateft height, is
generally held, and an InlUncc given thereof in that of
Auguflw Cjefar.  But ftill the difficulty feems to recur--
Is not this a begging the Queftionand how know | that
the Language of the Remans was in greater or more
proper Perfeftion at that time than ‘'twas in the Reign
of AugufiM, or in the greateft heighth of what is call'd
Barbarifra ? w is there any reafon that he who Con-
quers moft, his Language muft be beft, which feems the
Cafe of Augufius------- If fo, thebarbarous Gothsand limns
had afterwards as good a Title to Purity of Language
as the Hpmans before, the Romans being at firft only as
Colluvies of Robbers got together, and hardly of fo ho-
nourable an Original asthoie who afterwards turn'd 'em
out, or became their Mafters. Accordingly if it be faid
that then a Language degenerates when-it comes to be
mingled with any Larbaim , that is, Ferreign Words-, it
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muft at this rate be faid, it always de”mratts, beciil
all languages daily Enfranchife futh ferreign tPorlt j,
they find neceffary or convenient. Eut all this is ).
Negative, 'twill be ftill faid we are never the ngmr,
Where lhall we fix the Perfeftion ? or is there acy«
No ? Wc think there is, and in thefe two things it nyj
be fix'd, or nowlicre------ in the plcafingnefs and tnrabtt.
nels of the Accent, and Expreflivencfsand Fulnefsofdie
Language------- and if this may be theSra;j«/jr<{,wcarcfL(t
our Language is now at or near the Acbme, and has notb i
fo in former Ages

Queft. 6. what's the Reafon of hating Chetft ad ttk
Antifathies}

Anfw. Very often, we believe, nothing in the Wit
but an inveterate Cuftoih. Sometimes it has, wc oti
a deeper root, and may probably fpriog from fored.
fire or averfion in the pregnant Mother. At wherct
an Occult Quality, that is, in plain Englijh, No Body Ifm
what, but a thing as purely knacceuntale as the
plexions, Features, or common Inclinations of difiercc
Men, one whereof loves one fort of Fruit or MC
better than another, tho’ allthe World can tellnoreai;*
why.

N the Querijl troubled in Body, Mind, Memory, Ki.k
his Anfwer, Numb. 24. of the 2d Volume, Qu,2.

The Supplement to tlie Second Volume of tlicAis
rttan Mercury, containing an Account of the Dcfiffl ai
Scope ofthe moft confiderablc Bcolts newly Printed is d
Languages, &c. In this Supplement arc Anfwcrd ait|
of the Queftions lately ii.nt us. Priceis.

The Preface, Index, and 12 Numbers, that conpitt
the firft i8 Numbers of our 2d Volume,were latdypwM.
all togcthet™at is d.Price. In thefe 12 Numbers,
our Firft Volume) arc allb Anfwcr'dmany ofthe ("ufticdB
lately fent us. Price Ore Shilling. BothjcUAt the Anaf

the Poulcrey.

E refolding (as we toldyou in our

ment) togi've an Account of the DefignandW
of the mojl confiderable B. oks thatJhaU be printed in
fromtimt totime, (oi wellasin FereignPaiisJwedefireald™
Gentlemen filWiyi any Book that deferves general

that they wouldfendit to the Raven in the Poultry &
printed, or an AbjiracUhrreof ready drawnup, and itfin*-
infefied in our next Supplement: The fame Promife ftuf
make to theft whofend »s any remarkable obfervitions or

PM Papers,fit tobe publi/hed. In cur treating p/Engliffi

we flail not content our felveswith giving t~ bate ~tiles,
part of Bibliographers have hitherto done, but JhaU briffiy~
what they contain, and what they may be ufeful for,

of nofmall fervicetothofelbat buy or perufeBcoks,

hereby be inform’'d what may be nofi worthy their reading™-""»
Supplements will alfo be advantageotu to thofe who JralJ
ta” any conjiderable Works, fince they may have

lijh their Defign, and invite aU Perfons to comunicate totij
nuferipts to them, which will contribuie much to the

undeitake, and wake'em the more knownn. \WAeJhaU TrialJ
vtk A«r TiTadhlv

N N\

........ Alplmbeticat j....
ry Tear, What valuable Englijh Bp/}, & « areatanj »

wojiiing in are Supplement, fiiall be added in the next

s InteSuales: Or Seleft Notions, Sentecert
Obfervations, collcfted out of fcveral
made publick, efpccially for the.ule
tMng into the Minijlry. By Matthew Batk/r
Gofpel in Lmdon. Price bound i s. printed for

ton at tlic Rhven in tlic PeuUrey.
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