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foeft. 1. jHethtr Witchirafts or Pojfeffions are credible'  ̂
^ A /  and whether natural Dijlemfers han’t often 
•  ^  preternattti al Efe^ls which may he jadg’d h  

fm iibeihe Wofk of fhe Pevil ?
* A/». That Witchcrafts are credible , we have for- 

inerly frov’.d, as far as either Humane or Divine Autho- 
jit) can do It. Pef'Jfjns indeed feme Divines den), but 

have another word call’d Ohjefims, which they ufe 
inft«Ki on’t, to fignifie fomething very lihe it, i f  not tJie 
fame thing. Tojfefjms they fay were only prefer to the time of 
twiasjm, tho’ they have no ground that we know o f, 
for fodi an Affcrtlon, either from Scripture cr f  und Rea- 
f,n— —On the contrary, tho’ we are fenfible there have 
been very many Cifitfio/ thhkind, yet we believe there’s 
Rsf(^ not to think all Inftances we have thereof arc 
io be reckon’d in that Number. Fcfe/Jkns we are fure 
there were after our Saviour’s time , Once we read of 
the Man in whom an E vil Spirit was, whom the feven 
|0K of Sexva Exorcifed fo long, ’till he fell upon ’em 
4id beat ’em out o f the Houfe naked and wounded. 
hPf 'ojjs we are almoU as fure there were after the Times 
iftkApejiles, namely, in TertuUian's D ays, who fpeaks 
tif'emas a thing/rey«ewt and noiorim, and appeals to the 
MitKS thcmfelves concerning them, and that Power 
which the chrijlians had over the Devils who feiz’d oh 
the hiiti of Men. That there have been Pefeffions Once, 
ttCfl in our own Age, we fee no Reafon to deny, Once 
»t wily y!ra»gf Vcicei have been heard from the Bodies 
of the poor tormented Creatures, which we grant might 
lx Natural, not only Hair, and other ftrange Suhjiaaces 
bare been Vomited after a Orange manner , which yet 
®ight be natural too—— not only their Limbs and Bo- - 

have been ftrangely writhed, and very odd Pains alf 
OTcr ’em, which m i^ t, we own, be ftill Nktufal} but 
they have fpcksn divers Languages, tho’ utterly unlearn’dj 
they have reveal’d Secrets, difclofed what pafs’d at a di. 
btau, reveal’d futuritits, Vomited Pins and Stones and 
fti7j to a prodigious quantity, being carried in the' Air, 
ad hung up againrt a IVaU with no vilible Support, all 
which we defie all the world to prove pojihle by the 
power of KituTt only.

. Qiiei), 2. iVaot and ill Company induce a young Man to take 
 ̂entries for feme time' afterwards he gets into Bufinefs, 

a vertuctu Woman, by whom he, htn Children , 
ajffance of Friends, and his bonefi Endeavours for fe- 

fears, is hlefs'd with a Ccmtetence, juft fufficiest to [up- 
Family. Query, w  is injufice obliged furth-

with it pari with all, to make fatisfaUm an far as be can, while 
’‘ Ines, or leave it to the Poor when he dje>, and thereby 
W e bis Family to want and beggery, who had no hand 

the Wrong, mr any advantage by i i }  ■. or what
 ̂nltejl for him to do in this Cafe, fince be k>iows not all the 

whom he has wronged.
-*•/». We have printed this Qiieftion at large , as 

^  fent us, becaufc wc ellecm \t<s.\cvj fingsJar Cafe,
Judgment concerning it is as follows----------

iL 7 be ought in the firft place very fericujly to repent 
C  whjch he has done—  but this we hope he 

already done, by his being fb concerned for reftitu-

i f  any o f his iU-geUen Goods remain, he ought 
^ w jth  to reftore ’e m , whatever the Inconvenience 

be to his own private Fortunes— But this i f  he 
hrt i- fairly , there dees not, fince he
J  ks Family receiv’d no advantage by thofe Injuries he 
“̂ iirormcrly done to others.

hat he ought ferioufly to put the {fteftion. Whether 
Ik  r  might be made in his own or hisFami-
tljh, ’ which i f  poffible, he ought to do it, tho’

witliout wanting Neccll^ries,
U . ^  ‘o reftore as much as he can o f what he had for- 

•i*y un'̂ ujUy taken-Sway,

T h it  i f  ever he is in better Ciicamftirtes, he ought to 
make full reparation, even to the Inttreft o f what he 
has taken, either to the Perfons injur’d j  or if thatcanc 
pnllibly be, to the Poor, who ate God's Trujlees in fuch a 
Cafe.

H ut, to come to the Pinch, we think it hard for any 
one to ruine and ftarve hi* innccent Family, becauie he 
him fdfhas formerly been an ill Man, which he fays he 
muft do i f  he lliou’d forthwith make facisfaftion. Nay, 
’cis our Judgment, that God does not require he, flwu’d 
do fo, ei|iecially when, as he fays,.they had no Hand itj 
the Injujhce, nor Benefit by it j and chat by the aftittance 
o f Friends, poffibly his Wives as well as his own, he 
was put into a Capacity to live honefUy , and maintain 
his Family} and if  he ought not to beggar ’enr while he 
is alive, w? fee little or Icfs Reafon why he ftiou’d do it 
at his Death , when he himfelf Is l.ke to feci none o f 
the lurdfhips his Family will fulTer thereby tho’ i f  
he can make Reparation , and leave ’em a competenti 
tho’ not a plentiful Eftate, he ought to doit.

This Ts all we have to lay on fo Hke a SuhjtQ— which 
being o f fuch great moment, wc advife the Querift not 
wholly to rely upon our judgment herein, but confultToroc 
Grave and Rev erend Divine, who on knowing thewhbic 
Concern and Circumftances thereof, may give him zmori 
certain nn  ̂entire facisfat^ion.

And if  there be any good Man who ftull be offended 
with what wc have advanc’d on this Su b jc il, we de­
fire his farther thoughts thereon, as always profclTIng our 
felvcs as willing to retraft or learn, as to teach or in­
form others.

Queft, what fort of Matter cur Bodies Jhall he made of 
in the other World ?

Anfw. It dees not yet appear what we Jhall be,  that is, 
we can give no full or exaCl Account o f the future Con­
dition either o f our or yet this in general wc 
know, that as our Souls Ihall be impeccable, fo our 
Bodies (hall be incorruptible------- that they (hall be glori­

fied , and therefore muft be glcrieus and luminous, like 
the'£/tfn'v»« Bpdyo? our Saviour at tlie Transfiguration. It’s 
alfb probable that the Matter whereof they arc compo- 
fed fiiall be fo refined in quality, and perhaps fo dmiujjh'd 
in quahtiiy, that we ftiall be in that fenfc leayfiKot— 
that our Bodies fliall be no longer Clogs to our Souls, 
but obey their Commands, and indue the Nature o f Spi­
rits in their quick and in.pcrceptiblc Motion from one 

•Term to another.
Qiicft. whether the Tree of Life and the Tree of Knowledge 

wet e two diferent Trees
Anfg^.So 'Antiquity genctally held, fo JoJepfM thought, 

and rfeivers it as the received Opinion o f his Countrey- 
men. \nh\% Antiquities, cap.2.p.^. of his Tranf-
lation— Among the Trees of £tw«, fays he, were the Tree 
of life , and another, theTreeof Knowledge. Sothe Scrip­
ture feems alfo riot obfeurdy to affert. Thus Gen, 2 .9 .
Out o f the groundGod made' every free togrow--------- the
Treeof Life alfo, andthe Tree of Knowledge rfOood MdEvilfr- 
and yet more plainly after the Fall, Cap. 3, v, 22 . Behold, 
faj's G od, the M n is heemi as one of as, to know Go6d 
and Evil j cliat is, upon eating of the Tree of Know- 
ledge of Good and Evil — - — And now leajl be put foith 
his hand, and take alfo of the Tree o f Life, and Eat and Live 
fer rvtr. — — What’s the meaning o f that Alfa, if the 
Trees were allorre, and what wou’d it be but a dijlin- 
Sion without a diference \ nay, a fruitlefs Caution, and
befides an impofliblc one---------- it he was to be turn’d out
o f Paradife Icaft he fhou’d cat o f that Tree which he htd 
eaten o f already. Befides, the Effedlsof the Tret of Life 
were Life, as appears both by its Name, and by the fup- 
poficio.'i here made, that oij the tailing thereof Man 
might live for cverj ( nor can we fee anyneedofan 
Irony, which is commonly fuppofed in this place) where­
as the Effedls o f the Tree of Knowledge were quite contra-
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ry. U tht Dd) theu eaieji thtreof ̂  tku Jhalt furely djt \ 
and what can differ more than life  and Death ? In the 
mean time we moft ackaowledge/ifcerc waiftsnot feme 
Conieilares from the Hiflory which f e e ^  to make for 
^  other fide, and woo’d perfwade ns it might be one 
Tree only v fo r 2 v. c. before mentioned, we re d 
The Tree of Life a fo In the midft o f the Garden •, and 

the. Woman .tells the Serpent, who very 
proba;>Iy had but a confufed Knowledge o f thofe things 
before he got ic oat >̂f the Woiiun^ as it fhoa’d feem 
by his fr jl Queftion to her, the tells him the Forbidden 
Tret was that uhith w js in tlie mdfi of the Garden. 
It’s plain die Tree they cat o f vyasthe -Iree.pf Knowledge  ̂
tlic^ree thi.y ea’. o f was that in the midft o f the Garden^ 
the Tree of Lift was in the midft o f thcGarden, there­
fore one wculd^iink the Tree of Knovltdge {hoM'd be the 
Tree of Life, m  notwithlianding chi$, wg are rather in. 
dined to our former Opinion, and believe it’s not ve­
ry difficult to get clear of this ObjeSion—  bcciufe there 
might be tifo Trees planted about the middle of the Qardeny 
tncoftipafs’d perhaps by all the reft— which if once grant­
ed, ihe difficulty wou’d vanlfh •, and becaufc the words 
rath* Verfe of the 2dChafUT may be tranfpofed, or 
fiill'e pointed , an alteration in either o f which wou’d 
make the fenfe .very plain: For the Tree of Life in the 
midft o f the Garden, and the Tree of Knowledge of Good 
and Evil— If we {hou’d read, the Tree of Lift\ and, in 
the midtt o f the Garden the Tree of Knowledge o f Good 
and Evil, that rhrafc,.ia the midjl of theGarden, belong­
ing to the following words» the Tree of Knowledge of 
Gosd and E'aily not m  Tree o f Lifty which goes before, 
This is our Jai^m ent, from which we are not Angry 
i f  any differ, and Hull alter our own when they give 
us better Reafoas.

■ Queft. f .  What Phjfiid Alteration was made in the Body of 
Adam by the Fall ?

Anfw. We believe, and none doubts that his Body 
was erected widaout any allual Difeafe , as well as his 
Mind wiLhout any aClual Sin, tho’ both with a pofltbi- 
hty o f cither. Now had he for feme time obey’d God’s 
Command in ab'Uaining from the forbidden fru it, it’s 
very probable his Mind had been confirm’d by God's 
G t^ e , *is Angels and good Men now are y and his Body had 
alfo been preferv’d incorruftMe, and in a fit Tenor for 
the Opermions o f his Soul by eating of,the Treeof Life, 
whofe noble qualities wou’d have corrected or fix’d the 
motabihty of Matter, and reftrain’d or united thofe con­
tending Principles and KmeuTSy which by a Neceftityof 
Nature were in tire Body o f Man. Now upon his Fall 
he was forbidden to tafte of this Tree o f Life, as God 
himfelf fays, Uajl be Jkould eat and live for tvtr\ and 
for that very end he was thruft our o f Paradife, and 
a mandni Sword placed before the Gate. The Pbyficul 
Alteration then which was made in his Body we efteem to 
be clilefly a letting loofe of all thofe Prineifles and Seeds 
of J)ifeafes wherewith hewasmadey all which,had.heflood, 
wou’d have been reftrain’d, or employ’d to a better Ufe , 
as it alfo wou'd have been in the AffeHim o f the Mind , 
which are now turn’d into Vices and Tormenting Paflli- 
ons. Befides this, the Change o f Climate, Change o f 
D iet, nay, Change of the whole Creation with the Fall 
o f Man^ (and fuch a Change it has undoubtedly under- 
g6DQ,fincc we lead it b o w  r̂-'<iw for a Renovation;) 
Theie ill. Accidisnts, with continual Labour for himfelf 
and his Family,  and other Domcftick Vexations, and 
tire: in s u la r  Motions o f his Mind, his now unruly Paffi- 
ons and Affieilions and perhaps as much as all, the quick 
and vloieftt 5/«^.of what he had lofl ,  Eden it felf being 
not improbably always in his Sight as well as Memory. 
We fay i l l  tb» together, was fuffident to make thofe fa­
tal Alterations In his Body, which his Children have re­
ceiv'd from him, and ftill labour under; and fuch they 
were, as are the common and neceffary Effeds o f thofe 
Caufes already mentioned-

Queft. 6. Why Adam and Eve after the Fall few'd Fig- 
leaves togethery and made themfelves Aprons ?

Anfw Why do Men now fow Cloib together to make 
thcraielvcs Bm cicj ?

Qtteft. 7. b there arty fuch thing as Katural Modejly ( in 
the Cafe above-mentmed) and has not Bergerac Reafon for 
that contrary Cufim vUcb he introduces in his World in the 
Sun i

Anfw. That Cuftom may do well enougli in an
nary iVorldy b u t  w i l l  h a r d ly  e v e r  t a k e  in  a  W o r ld  in h a b it^  
by a n y  t i l i n g  t h a t ’s  humane——  a n d  f l io u ’d  the 'mad Ao.
thor who recommends It himfelf have pradifcd ir , hj 
wou’d have been ChaitPd for hA Pains y and titatcd lie 
a Mad-u:an as he was, almoft in any part o f oar World. 
But ’tis no wonder to find one ridicule Modejly, who 
does as much by Piety it fe lf , any more than that our 
Atheifikal Sparks fhou’d follow his fteps, and when they 
had rirft parted with Religion , fend their fmall Hum:. 
nity after ic. But le t ’em fay what they pleafe, there h 
ftillfu^ha thing as if  wc can ever know
what is Afjtard/,'and there certainly muH be foj whid 
all Nations and all Men praftife, and own to be fo. 
They can’t have Mo 'efiy in Cliniates where there’s d o  

necefiity, and i f  there ihou’d be any found fo bruitijh at 
to be willing to negledl it, Hature her felf has done it 
for ’em In fuch a manner as ftie has not to any ofthi 
reft o f tlie World. - '

Cueft. 8. Why dees our SanJieur aft. that oddShUhtiiitf 
a Camtlsgoing through the Eye of a Lltedtty and what's tbfgi- 
nuine meaning of /Aar Text:'

Anfw. It betrays a weak Judgment rather than (hows 
an acute one, to quarrel with any^hitig thate/emslTTBA 
has deliver’d ; we ought rather fe'odeftly and joftly to 
queftion our own KnowledgCy v<’lfich is finite and drtfls 
min’d, whereas the other is unbounde'd and infimte. The 
Cuftoms of Nations among other things we are cob. 
monly ignorant of,though foeafiiyknowable,evenbfchofe 
near us, much more of thofe fo far diftant, and tbaiii 
Age and Time as well as Place. The?*rw£rAic/(iSNif»H 
aie fiid to contain the greauft part of their Exptr'm 
and u'lfdom ;  and this Similitude moft Comlnentiaton»• 
gree is founded on a Proverb of ihe 'jitts: Some fty'it Jl* 
Iddes to a very ftrait and lotv G)cte in Jtrufalim, caB'4 
^he Heedle Gate y through which the Cmels cou’d netfc 
pafs, without firft unloading their Rntdens or Imyiihuu- 
tay which if true, Were a very heattti^l and afpejite Sinik 
But wc doubt this is rather a -hiity than a true 
tatlon. The Learned and Indefttigable Bechart has aao- 
thcr he tells us ifi Ills Diftertation concerning the Caî  
in his Hieroioicon, that the word Q m al, which 
fies a Gamely is alfo inrerpreteit a -cABi^ , and ttiW 
tells us, ’ tis a common Froverb among the EijlehllO‘ 
onsy when tljey 1‘peakof an impoffibility------- “ That’w

eafier fot a Cable to be thr'eded through the Eye ff* 
“  Needle,— which,is a very proper and apt Sirtiilw** 
this of tlie two wc efteem the tfiore Natural Irtcrpf«»* 
tion, leaving the Reader to embrace which hepleafcs.

5C & ^crtircm cn t.£?»

w 'Hereas the Corporation for the Linnen M*®'* 
failure in Ireland, have in the London 

(on the 14th of tHis'Infiant September 16 9 1 .)  
that their prefenc Joint-ftock, confifting o f 400 ShafOi 
{hall be made up to jcoo  Shares by Subferiptions at 
ycr Share. NOW the GOVERNOURand ASSTSTAN]  ̂
o f the KING and Q U fetN ’s CORPORATION
l i n n e n  M A N U F ^ T U R E in  England,
notice that they arc notonly fntercftedln 17^ 
o f  the faid 4C0 Shares, but alfo have a‘R i^ t  to Subfcn«® 
foraMoiety, orhalf partofthcrem alrt^g do6Sh«rtj^ 
appears by A R T IC L E S  o f A 'GREEldEN r,
Hands o f the Governour, Deputy^Odve^tfur, ^n dJI^
A f f i f t a n t s  o f the faid IrijA Company, ANT>
Hp> Corporation (having advifed thereupon w i^ 
Lawyers o f this Kingdom, W'ho have given 
ons under their Hands that the faid Agreement 
both in Law and Equity; and that they can 
fpddfick Exccotloft of the fame, and being 
vindicate their juft and legal Rights) HAVE ihouS'*^ 
HEREBY to figoific fo much, that all that havC'.?^^ 
fubferibed. Or who may hereafter fiibftriba Or 
(aid Shares, may be cautious how they fubfcrlbs or pay 
the fame.

Willlamite’i Catechifm (is new publjjht  ̂
ten by Benjamin Bird, ReLlor of W o tto n  

tjfs/Dorfct. DcenfedaccordingtoOrder. TrUtedftTT>y 
ley.

L O N D O N ^  Printed for %0^n 5©unton at the Raven in the -Poiiltrey. 1691*
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