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The Athenian

Seftcmher

H(th'jf.Vvmne And Goodnefs, or P.-n-
dence™ be any defence againf Mifcry
and Misfortune, f Or nhether Virtu-

M fiti Good Men heent equally liable to tni“ry and dilhe/s™

Mttewrfiof menl WljaPs the meaning of that Common

ffMrby God never fends Mouths, but he fends Meat ?

Adhm does be provue for Men in mifry and dijirejid How

iityixteiithe Hungry™ Cloatb the Naked™ and take Care of

Virtm ,ttd GoldMen /

Aufk. Thofc who propofc thefe queftions, feem to be
verynMchin Earaeft, and to write out of the abundantfe
oftheirown Grief and Mifery, and thcreW at «iie fame
timethatwc blame’em, we mull pity 'em too, linccthc
wry bellof Men have fallen into the fame miftake, wlwn
theykivc feen good Men nsifcrablc.

Wt Aiifv/er then to their Huefions® — Tjlut* Virtue
aodGoodDxfs, generally fpcakjng* arc a Defence, tiiough
Prckiite aJfp muft be uied® That God does take Cait
of.tle Good, and defend and provide for tliem, other-
WthereccHild be m Providence™ and thm no God. Tliat
AftuVs Men are for tliefe Rcafons Icfs liable to Misfor-
XMs than the Wipked : Nay, tlrat Go.l by his Common
Jriwifntf makes Trovilion for all liis Creatures. [IfFaft
fe brought againft this, wc have this to fay upon it5
iiitoftd] times tlipfe are not good Men, but Hypo-
mto, who are miferable : Thatif really go”, they iniy
J«Hfomc things be faulty, and for that befor a time
hDDod to make ‘cip better; That if they neglcft pru-
N wsarto obfain or preferve a fhare in the

or imprudently and unnccelfarily draw a greater
j~gconthemfclves than they can maintain, they mull

»fr.{ dkmjeUes™ -not Providence : Tl/at in fome liiftoncds
wCommoji Calamities, the Good can no more expeft
~*lwaysprefcrv'd, than from Sicknefe, Pain, or th?
«» Natural inconycnicncics of Life : That notwitii-
luidug u|( this, a fervent Devotion and generous Trull
w Cod's Mercies, Promifes and Providences, are not.
uvun” they often deliver out of mifety and dijhsjl®
« noae knows that they fhaU not while tlierc is Life,
wlolong there’s Hope 5 and when once the happy Turit

theformer uncalie Circumllances render the pre-
~««ch more plealing and wdeom; That if all fails-
another World------ which if thofc who are af-
thisdon’t believe, nay, arc not willing to Hay
patient, they are not good, they have

m tins particular Providence of God, they them-

N Vindicate his Juftice, and Deftroy their own Argu-

QKﬂ..,,vy

2- ldowyou'll prove to an Atheiji™ That the Scrips
Mejjiai

ffril of thefe “-ftions involves an abfurd
when it talks ox proving any thing to be the

y fAd to ore who owns o God at all: Unlefs for
thinking, the Qacrill miftakes every. Anti~

‘sltor.rl. though the Truth is, among thofc
j~ptttend to be Chriftians, there’s little difference bc-

cm. But to one who believes a Gody we have
kef> ~ \Proved the Scriptures tobe his Wordj nay, muft
- VN according to the Wotienof the Deisf, who

edlu r Reejonto be the Word off God-j
That ail the Holy Scriptures™ and

iegL  ~~ntained therein, to be highly Confonant to
prov'd thofe

\ divinely infpir'd, who were the Writers of
SletinV'T’ by the
J N u”no *M<Pheeiesof the Old Tellament,

and the Scepters not

Wonders he wrought,

perform d by tortlic conffma-
8°°M of Mankind: Which beftdes,

N agreeable to God's Providence, to have
5fad he been an Impojhr. By tlie Confeffion of

th.r

i 6\ 1651,

tlie Devils themfelves of one fide, and by repeated Vifnns
and Voicts from Heaven of the other ; Laftly, by the Ten-
dency of our Saviour's DollrinCy by the Event or his Pro-
phecies, both upon himfclf and jerufalemy and concern-
ing the increafe of Chriftianlty over the whole Earth__ the
Progrefs whereof, without Fame, Art or Learning™ againft
a.l of cm, and all the World \ nay, tlie Carnal Inclina-
tions ofall Manxind is befides a llrong and invincible Ar~
gument f»r the Tmb thereof. Bcfides, thelJews themfelves
cannot*ny but tlut fome of tlicir own Robbies grant
the » was to be a fuffering Prince, and their own
/5/e/'A«r tells us, that about that time agreat Prince was
cx”elcd to appear in the Eajlern Parts of the World, the
Beliefof which, as he adds, was the Caufeof fo many
Revolts at that time among tlie Jews. And this is alfo
Go~rmdbyThcqueftionoftheFArtr/7e« to John, and
ot John and the Woman of Samaria to our Saviour. One
Argument more we liave, and that's the Diiperfion of the
/ejx unto this Day, according to the Proplicdcs of him
and Ins Apoftles concerning ‘ciu,

Queft. 3. Whetherit would not 6e highly beneficial to Piety
tf the London Divtneswou'd meet, and take each of'em a
particular Vice, in thefame manner as they agreed mnCor-

. . . handle his
Point with all the Charms ofSacred Elo.juenceand Holy Zeal
Tifcourfes

% 1£ftl1zZnf N

Anfw. They have already done what may beymoft
equivalent to this Propofol, in Obedience to Authority,
all their Pulpits luving been employ’d as the nuertli
would have the Fr#xi and if thofc DifeourfeswW h
have been there made, were but tlut way render'd more
pubiick.tiiey mightgo veryfar in helping forward that
greatKeformatm of Manners, which the State isfoearneft
to accomplilli, and all good Men fo much dclire.

Queft. *.Whefherthe Socinian Herefie were broach'd in
ot. jifinsTime, and occaftond the writing his Gofpel

o ipbis Time, in the Scriptures
tlieinfolve™ of fuch as denied the Lord tliat bought them.
ChurcliHirtonansgivc us an Account of Cemww, Ebionf
tlie Onojhcks, &c. .wlio denied the Divinity and Eternity of
curf.vm r, one whereof implies- the otlier j and that
on the Increafe of thofe Hcrcticks, St. John being then

h I>cfire o f the Biihops
and Churches of 4/, did ex pnfcjf, write this Holy Go-
ipd. Lets now examin into the Gofpcl itfelf, and fee

firft glance Ihews

us, that tisimpolfiblcfor Man to invent fuller or clearer

Exprclfions for the Proof of any thing in queftion than
? “/"i"Sel.fthas-for our Sa”iifs

nis Lxfftencc before he came into the World. His Ex-

ntcnce before his Birtli is provd from the Baptijl's Coh-

| 70A. 15. Hi was before me*~ and that in Or-

der ot Time, becaufc oppofed to coming after him. That

he was inTfaiah's Time, John 12.41. That he was before

~“Mam, and that as the very / AAf, the incomrauni-

before aUWoHds— In the beginning he was with God,
Joa. 1.1, and that he made the World, V. 2. AH Thms
were made by liim. -u 10. The PVorid was made by him
and this not .the Creation, becaufe, ibid, the fVorld
i“ewhimnot* Further, he is cxprclly ftiJed Cftf by the
Eyangelijt, v. i."Tiie Word was God, not Is, asthc SocT-
but was, and that not after his Refurreftton, but'

A "™ whdn | can fee all this Anfwcr'd
by tlie fubtileft Wifs jn the World, widioutftraininHit

into perfeft incongruous Nonfenfe, 1 promife to turn Sa~
aman.

queft. 5. Whether the foundations of the E'avth rtfe* to

continuefor ever | ' n
Anfw, The”uerift has propofed tife Doubt inTu'eha
wanner, as it he iateoded.a feerft vilwenaislt. That
the
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Pfalter fignifies very often any long fpace of time, or
Ittaft is " Poetical, Hype>J«li®=*i Senfe------ as
the Ancient Salutations of -fth
I"Khe live for every and Vavtd himfclf ( if that Place
iSkYnotbeylJid Solomon) whenhe Prays or Prophecies
of his Throne’s being as the Pays of Heaven.

Queft. 6, Herv wMt p~ffible that the Pew”~Hermon
/ho”d (ifeend upon the Mtunmins of Sion”™ when thofe Places
ire at iLji an Hundred Miles d~fantfrom each other f

Anfif. This Queftion, among others fo
M in. thatthc™ood Father, as was ufual in thofc Cafes,
Aigodzes awayali®jhe Di“cultpy and finds out a my-
llical Meaning, when he knew not what to rnake ofthe
htteral. No! have moft of the Attempts fince made
been more fuccefsful to remove one of thefc Mountains
and fet it a little nearer the other. &me f*).
fame fpecifical, though not individual Dew, at which
rate we might fay. The Dew ofTcmti” defcends u™n
Highgate-Hill, but how Natural'} let any judge. Our J® '
Trinllabon | cOnfefs docs the Bufinefs, though a little
too efFcftually, adding force Words to clear the &nfe,
wliich are not in the Original. Our Opinion in this.C",
with all due refpeft and deference for greater Men”t
a different judgment, is, That by the®ow”~nr of iToy,
here, are meant the Mountains of Gflead, which were part
of the Kingdom of ~hon. King of the and
which are jurt under/frrmor, and chat the Word .~5" here
crept in by the miftakc of the. Tranfcnber inftcad of
SiUy their Sound being the fame, or very near, though
there arc fome Letters differing m the Writing. Our
Rcafons for this Interpretation are, ,

. rhelmpojfibHity (as it appears to us) of glvmg any
other tolerable Solution of the Place, all thole already
brought being founfatisfaftory. L

2. The Oppofitenefi of the Metaphor, and tlw A”ec-
ment it has with that juft before produed. The Plal-
mifi there compares Unity, firft, To the Holy
which from Aarons Head ran down to hit Beard™ and thcncc
to the Sinrts of hit Garment: Juft after, to the Dew of
Hermon, which defeends on the Mountains of Sihon or
Gilead, lying near if, and which makes the Metapmr much

2. Bccaufe we find this Hermon calld Mount Sion, or
asthe 70, the Mountof Sihon, Dcut. 4.48. —ei"en wit*
Mount Sion which it Hermon. As in a great LcdgofHills,
all thefe being only a part of Mount Ltbanitt verging
more Southerly, the general and particular Names are
commonly confounded. Tis acknowledgd ths Interpre-
tation is alfo liable to Objeftions, but I think not to as
many asriic other. i

Oueft. 7. fdow Judas was Hangd, and "tburjt aptnder
ffow tix High'Prie\s bought the Field, and yet purchatd tt,
aswereadin the Ails and Evangeliffs? a

Anfw. The common Anfwer is, He firft Hangd hmw
felf breaking fell to the Ground, his Bowels
puftiine out by a ftroke, either on aftump ofa Tew, or
lime freat Stone. Nor isthere any abfurdity in. this
n~ion -----—- tliough there’s a fecond embrac’d bv many_
Turned Men. The Word driiy™a.le, here ufed, figni-
A Iv hind of ~uffotatm, which they think may na-

extream Anguilh of Mind and Do-
fo S i atleaft that'tis poftiblc for a Man to ftop his own
si-cath* and thereby kill himfelf, Inftanccs whereof Hifto-

D ON, Printed for Moljn a~ton at the

ridns give ui“to which Condition Judai being bragif*
he muft neceflarily fall to the Ground, and that with
great weight, as adead Man docsi by which Fall hisBodv
being before difpofed for fiich an Accident by Suffocation,
and the particular Judgment of God [0 wdering thiDg,
as a greater mark of his Vengeance on the Jraytor, hisBe-
ly might burft afundcr, as we have feen thole ivhichhin
in our own Age, and his Bowels rulh out at thcOrin,.
Either of thefe Opinionsare probable, and take which h
will, the Coiitradiftion vanifhes. For his Purchafing thi
Field, whereas the Priefls and Elders did it, altho’ injinS-
neji of fpeaking he can't be faid to have bought ithtmff,
yet in the common Latitude of Expreftion it may b’y ymt®
heow Afit, fince'twas his Money paid for’'t, tho' he Idt
it to their Dilpofal.

<~ueft. 8. Whether we are to refolve all Differences InR.
ligion out of the Wordof God ?

Anfw. All differences in Effential things are by that aly
to be decided, and are there plainly enough provided fx
Leffer Mattersare to be fix’d W lawful Auftiority, tho IM
with rcfpedl to the general Rules tlierc laid down.

Queft. 9. How knowyouprecifely what k tIx trueWord™
God, and that the Copies and Tranflations which we haem
fuch, finee we neer faw the Originals f

Anfw. By the forementioned rndications, if 'tisa Ptpf
propofes this ~ueftion, I'd ask !iim how he knows tre
Councils and Fathers to be genuine f fince he neither hestre
Originalsj nor if he had. Knows the Hands, nor coudoe
fure that they are not Counterfeited------ He therefiw
fatisfies himfelf by the concurring Evidence of thofcwp»
have tranfmitted fuch Writings to him, cotnparg a
Writings tliemfclves with each other, and with odws»
the lame Age. Now this Evidence | liave, ad)
more —I have the Teftimony of his Church, of al a
World befides, and of the very Books thcmfelres,
red with thenifelvcs and each other. |fa Protejiant maw
the fame t~ueftion. 1I'd ask him how he knows our p
fent Laws to be the fame our Anceftors made, fncf”
cords, ~c. archbutofa later Date ? Or how he know!
Deeds and Evidences of his Eftate’ to be the fame with tit
Original Writings which were made and fcal'd
Years, perhaps Agesfince? And whether fuppofmf®
fliouldbe one or two Letters miftakenin the Witirg)
he’d”~ thatRcafon throw’emallaway i In aword, | hK
all tiPReafon in.the World for the Affirmative,
nonetfcl be brought for tlie Negative.

Queft. 10. What's the meaning of that in the Pfains
Whofeedefl the Ravens which caQ upontfxe f

Anfw. The rooftCorreft Tranflations have it onlytb”
Hepvetb the Beaji hisFood, and to the young Ravensnx
cry”™ And accordingly the beft Interpreters Paraph”c J
That God (by his-Coramon Providences) fatisfwt*
Hunger of tliofe ravenous Creatures, tho' they arc *
nualiy crying for New Supplies, as we know their Natat

c”erThc feveral ftrangc Relations concerning awj"

with Child,, lately fent us from Maryland, In”
inferted In the 12 Numbers that complcat our I!«

Volumely with our Thoughts upon the whole.

The Supplement to the Second Volume of tlic-<®
nian Mercury, containing an Account of |
Scope ofthe moft confiderabic Books newly Prmtw
Languages, &c. In this Supplement are Anfwerd Bw.
of the C’ueftionslately fent us. Priceis. d

. The Preface, Index, and 12 Numbers, that
the firft 18 Numbersof our 2d Volumc,wcre lately
all together, at 12 d.Price. In thefe 12 Numwrs, I

our Firft Volumej™are allb Anfwcr'droany
lately fent us. P”ce Ore Shilling. Bothfold at toe

the poultrey.

Sttitetifcmecnt.

fomething in Our next Mcrcuryj

r r  ffiiiibe veryfervieeable to the Publkk.

No Letters for the future will be taken idj
Poftage is not paid for.
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