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Qyeft* A  tm lve years ago a Tradef- 
X \ .  man in this Town, who was newly 

fetap, married a young Woman who was about 
feventcen years of agCf her Relations were dead, 
her Fortunes were 600 1. which was paid him 
down on the day of Marriage the IVjman quickz 
ly found that her Husband negletted his Trade, 
which made her the more careful to get an infight 
into it her fe lf, and being a quicksand inditfri- 
OHS Woman, in a little time jhe under flood and 
managed the Trade as well as any Man coud 
do; thus for eight years they lived together cre­
ditably, quietly and comfortably, as any couple 
in the ^ '̂orld, jhe being thefondefi and beft Wife 
{as he ufed to jay) that ever Man had', in that 
eight years they had fix  Children, three o f them 
are f i l l  living, Tho this man was idle, yet for 
eight years he was no great fpender, but fince that 
time is fallen to Gaming, Vrmking,Scc> and has 
n wjpetit and confanted all that ever they are 
v̂ orth, and run himfelf fo in debt, that it is 
expired every day when he fhall be thrown into 
hifon. They have not for theft four years 
hen in Bed together, which no body knew till 
he told it to one o f his Neighbours, to whom he 
slfo declared, that fo r  thefe two years he 4ras 
not been capable o f lying with any Woman: This 
Neighbour of his is a fingle Man, has a free 
ifiate of 3,00 1. per anTiUm, and has made to 
the other this propofal, that i f  he and (he wou d 
both confenty he (the fingle man) woud take her 
to him as hfs Wife, that he woud be bound to 
maintain the three Children, and to give them 
300 1, a piece when they Jlrall come to the age 
of twenty years j  That he will fettle on her 10 0 1. 
a year, which at htr death Jhe fhall have power 
to difpofe o f as fije pleafes ;  and that he will al­
low him the fa id  Husband 20 1. a year for his 
maintenance. —  The Man prefently confents, 
and was over-joyed at his good fortune } away 
they both went to the Woman, and told her what 
they had agreed on i f  Jlse wou*d conftnt thereto, 
^nd both urged it to her as much as poffible, but 
fieobfiinately denies, faying, that Jhe is not fa -  
tisfed but that it is Adultery fo to do. Now, 
“whether is tt not the fame thing in the fight o f 

(in this.Womans cafe) as tho‘ her Husband 
were really dead, finee in the place be never 
took ĉare for her maintenance  ̂ and fim e he has 
not for thefe two years been-capahle o f perform- 
t̂ g Matrimonial Duties ? Tie ajfare you the 
^hole Relation is true to a Tattle.

Anfw. W e cou’d heartily vviih tiie Rela- 
were not true, as alfothac the Perfons 

had given themfelvesthe/r/'eyot 
ofthinkjng, what the meaning of thefe words
are, tor better for worfe, tjd death do us part,
Which were fo folemniy vowed in the pre* 
jonceofGodjC^c. how ridiculoafly improos 
D cajole Heaven, and to make

with God, as if he were a Man; nay, 
fo hlly a oue too, as to be over-reach’d;

bur, miftake not your fe  hes.God is not mock- 
ed, nor can any plaufible pretences take with 
him, tho’ it may with prejudicate perfons. 
It had been as reafonable to have propos’d
Leafes in Heaven,' or to offer Security for 4 
hundredy-‘ars maintenance in the grave, "Tis 
enough for the injur’d to fcek for Juftice, 
and not the injurious themfelves. The un­
happy good-natu^d Woman, whofe Modefiy 
refpeci, &c- wou’d not fuffer her to divulge 
her Husbands Infamy, &  her own barbarous 
Treatment does certainly deferve better, 
than to be brougfit into further Vnhappinefs. 
If the Propolers objed:, that the Law it felf 
allows Divorces, we anfwer, it does fo, both 
the Law of God, and the Law of this Land^ 
and they both make Adultery to be a fuffi- 
cient warrant:. Adultery is not here men­
tioned, but ’tis to be feared ’tis too great a 
truth, for his vertuous Wife cou’d not make 
him in the condition reprefented* Nay, if 
Adultery it felf be granted (tho’ none but 
the moff infatuated wretches love Calumny 
and Diflmour, if caus’d by their own Con- 
du(5i:) yet the Law adis regularly. Divorcê  
ment may be from Bed and Board, but fecond 
Marriages are not fuffer’d, or if they were, 
what need of 20 1. per annum to the firft 
Husband and Portions to the Children, 
fince it might have been done without f 
that vei7 part of the propofal arguesguilt, 
and an indifpenfable Obligation ? but we’l 
fuppofe the Law of the Land wou’d allow a 
fecond Marriage in cafe of Adultery ( tho' it 
'does notj perhaps no Hifeory or Records 
will afford an example, fo full of folly, dif- 
grace, unkindnefs, and ridicule as this. 
But to the particulars of the Queftion, whe­
ther non-maintenance, &c. render not her 
husband dead in the fight of God, we an­
fwer no, both the qualification's fpecify’d, 
have been manifefted, and the forbearance 
of either through an impoffibility cannot 
now have the contra^ effedf, for we have 
not one prefident for it cither in Law,Hifio- 
ry or Divinity.

Quefc- Is it not better to Dye than Live ?
Anfw. The Queftion ought to have per- 

ticularized one of thefe, whether is better 
for good a Man or an ill Man, an Animal or 
a Vegetative to Dye or Live, and then a 
Diredt folution might have been given; but 
fuppofing the Queftion means in General 
Terms, we anfwer, that Life is much more 
defireable than Death, by acommon7«/fi;̂ f̂ 
<?/' f r l f  prefervation, all Creatures Ihun that 
great Evil Death. T is  the greatefe ofall 
Evils, bccaufe adefrru(^ion ofall good, a 
Creature is much more noble in its due propor­
tions and fhapes, tlian when it lies in its cor­
ruption or Chaos of Earth, inthelaft there 
is nothing in’cdefirable, inrerpect either of
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it fe lf or the reft o f  the Creation, but in 
the firfc there's particnUr imprejfe* of, and 
Communications from the Great Divine Ori­
ginal Good; nay a good man himfelf, what­
ever the Scoieks dream’d of, would be 
afraid o f the Grave, were he not in hopes 
oUiving again 5 Life is the all o f every Being, 
being a part o f him who is the Fountain of 
L ife  *, what perfection , bappinefs, enjoy­
ments &c. can be expected in Nothingnefs I 
A ll that can-be pretended in favour o f the 
contrary opinion , is the abftnce of Evtl j 
there ( fay they )  we fliall meet w'ith no 
Gr fjes  ̂ Difappointments, Pain, Mifery, and 
( in fliorc)  none o f the Evils o f  Life. 
T o  w'hich I anfwer, chat the prefence o f 
Good is more defireable, than the abfence 
o f  Evil, ap in , every individnal Animal o f 
the Creation may be happy, Birds, Beafs 
and Fijhet, feek no further than Moderate 
well temper'd Elements, tO fly, breathe, and 
fwim  in, and fufficient food to live upon, 
when they enjoy this, they can feek no 
farther, and i f  fo, they muft be happy, for 
i f  not,they w’ould feek for happinefs infome- 
thing elfe •, Man only that irregular, refilefs 
Lump, who kno\K̂ S no Medium of things, but 
is much more happy or miferable than all 
the reft o f  the Creation, is not left defti- 
rute o f Ins reft and end, to wit, God', i f  he 
w ill be fo inconfiderate, notwithftanding 
his frequent difappointments, to renew his 
ffarch after happinefs, where it is not to be 
found, he has only himfelf to blame, but 
he has no caufe toaccufe Heaven, who has 
taken care enough for his happinefs, un- 
lefs he expects to be made happy againfi his 
Will.

Queft. h  not Opinion the flrongeji thing in 
the World ?

Anfw* N o : Reafon or Truth is much 
fironger. I f  it be objected, that tbqt muft be 
the ftrongeft which conquers m o ft, bur 
above half the W orld is rul’d by Opinion, 
therefore it is the ftrongeft. — W e  anfwer 
that the Major Propojition,\% faulty, linceit 
does not fuppofe (  as it ftjould ; an equality 
in the fubjects to be Conquer’d, as for in- 
ftance i a ferong C at fpardon the Metaphor J 
may kill but Tix Rats, whilfc a weak one, 
fhall kill a dozen Mice;thus^f<ayb« andOphion 
in making their Conquefts, chufe different 
fubjects to w ork upon , but above three 
quarters o f the W orld being weak, unthink­
ing perfons, Opinion makesa greater Con- 
quelt o f 'em, than reafon does upon thofc 
few' that it can find worthy its Empire.

Qyeft. Hath the World any kjndnefs int but 
Inrerefl ?

A nfw . N o-. ’ TisSelfillinefsand ourown 
dear Jnterefi that is at the root o f  all friend- 
fliip, not to mention thofe little  benefits for  
by-ends which are fo common in the W orld, 
w e’ll go to the greateft Inftances and Proofe 
o f  Frtendfliip; nay, w r [ \  furmount thefe too, 
and go to thofe Obligations where mutual 
Elefi and Blood cannot be heard to make 
their Plea in this cafe 5 and amongft the reft,

i f  we confider the brave fayings o f  the Philo- 
fopher, o f  loving y'ertuefor its own/akg, and 
the common rapture o f  ibme o f  our Divines 
too, who tell us o f loving Cod for his own 
fakg'j thefe are great fayings, but i^rhaps 
have more o f  the Platonick Spirit in ’em 
than Reafon, I  wou'd and that with as 
much Modefly as the honour o f  Truth will 
w'arrant) ask thefe perfons ihe meaning of 
that paflage in St. fohn, We love him, becaufe 
he firjt loved MS. S t.Jo h n  that beloved Dif- 
ciple had the greateft flights and aflTurances, 
but he excludesnot Seif m tiie  Enumera.ion. 
And ’tis impoftible it ftiou’d be otherwifc,
1  cannot do my friend a kindneft,/ree/j» (as 
we fa y ) but I do it, becaufe I iijy ielf ha­
ving the fatisfaflion in ferving my Friend. 
N ay, fuppofe 1  die to fave my Friends life, 
W'hich is die greateft Teftimony ( if anyj of 
^nuninte efied Friendjhip', yet even there my 
owm Jwcet fe l f  is chiefly concern’d 5 for in to 
doing it is a greater fatisfa(Sion to me to die 
for him, than not. ’ Tis fo in Martyrdom for 
chrifFs faks, the pleafure in that great Of­
fice by manifefting and declaring this glory, 
defign, and fecure our own.

C^eft. How does a Spirit become vifible f
Anfwer. A  Spirit cannot become nfible, 

tis not an object for a Material Eye, being 
it fe lf not Matter. W hat appears to us is 
fomething chat a Spirit afliimcs, as Condensd 
A ir , or the like W’herein it aCts.

Queft. What reafon van you affert why the 
MwacUd Stones on Salisbury Plain cant he 
number d. I  defign to go tt at way fpeedily, if 
you will give me your opinion what method I 
fhould ufe, I  ll fpare nocofis to accomplijh my de- 
Jign in numhring 'em f

Anf. Numbring is the prerogative and 
right o f Rational Beings, that we may num­
ber, and number perfectly is certain to a de- 
mon/lration, unlefs hindered by fome Supe­
rior Agent, we are forbidden numbring in 
two cafes (  unlefs fuperfiitioufly ) by Hea­
ven, nor can I  ever believe chat oixr free 
wid is reltrained in it. I m fure Angels and 
Spirits adt not without particular Commijfion 
in any thing we do, and fure f  am, w’hat- 
ever power good Angels may have over us 
by Commiflion, the D evil and his Angels 
can c hinder us, unle^ we are become fo little 
as to be his Servants, by falfe perfwafion and

blinded Faith, I mean as to any opera­
tions they can have over us, by the means 
o f  lfumber,Charms,CharaSlers,SiCC.’So  that OOt 
^ v ic e  is either to let ’em alone, which W’ould 
fhevv a great command over your fe lf at fuch 
p  opporcunity,_andaJfoa flightingtheDevil, 
by not honouring him fo far as*to doubt 
o f his power b ya trya l ,  but i f  you are re- 
folv d to try, becaufe you think it a Eab/e: 
ufe your own reafon in marking a place to be­
gin at, as you would in other things, if 
there really any thing in it, as to an im- 
poftibility o f N um bring’em, pray give us a 
particular Mcoum of your Tryal, at your re­
turn, ^ d y o u  fhall haveour further thoughts 
upon the whole.
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