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The Athenian Mercury.
Qiieft. \ / \  7  f^ether A ngels may be properly ' V V / ‘ifd  to move ?

Jnfw er. The Learned has taken
a greac_ deal of pains in the difcuffion of this 
point, diftinguilJiing between a continued &  
an uneontinued Motion 5 but neither he nor 
any otlier l^hilofopher can rrove, that any 
Jtif’el.SoHl or Spirit can be faid to move pro­
perly : that they are fometimes in this place, 
and foinetime in that, is certain, and *tis no 
more than an adt ofour own Minds, we can 
think of Geneva, W e^-Indtes and then
the E a^ , without locally pafling over the 
Medium or Interjacent places, but ’tis ne- 
ceilary, that in a/o«om which can be truely 
faid to be pro^r, that they muit alfo be 
continuous and meaiure place all the way: 
but Angels not being Matter, cannot mea- 
fore place otherwife than by Virtual Con- 
tad.

Qaeft. W hether thofe that live in  H atred, 
Env) andMalke,vehen they fa y  the Lords "Prayer, 
h  m  in a manner Curfe them fehes, and whether 
tff fit for  'em to pray over that Prayer either in 
fi(hlickj)r in Private P

Jnfw . Yes, ’cis a Curling themfelves, but 
[f the words (as fome wou’d expound them) 
Jhou’d be taken in a milder fence, P îz.. 
Porgive us our Trefpajfes and give tts Grace to 
forgive them that Trefpafs again f t  us. Even in 
this fence fo long as they forgive not others, 
tisaSin,and we are exprefly told elfe where, 

that we fliall not be forgiven, if we forgive 
not.

Queft. W hether our Modern Ladies dreffes 
«ndhigh Topknots are not an infallible (tgn, o f  
their going to their old Father o f  Pride, the D e- 

M ii toithout Repentance and Reformation,^
-r^nfw. l am afraid the jQ^ritl is a Ihtle 

too uncharitable , not conliSering the C u-  
fioms of Nations,, the Differences of Imploys 
Ptrth and many more Exceptions vshi.ch 
tmghtily alter the Cla{t‘,God forbid we fliou’d 
ne fowicked as to Plead for Pride,qy fb foolilh 
2s to chaise all Ferfons (as in the Queflion) 
3S he Subjedls of \Y.Fride l)cs in the heart and 
m in thê  drefs, the laft is' an Effedl of the 

if itlay in thedrefs, then all people 
n̂ually drefs’d wou d be equally proud, and 

upon the fame Argument, an â pe drejs'd in 
rtou d be a Boy, when *tis an o4pe

[!\  ̂ Error, that the le-
ity and vanity of Servants fhou d afpire to 

d re fs  With tliofc that Command; 
y  tile Law of God has commanded a diflin- 
« ‘Oniii Habits betwixt M a le  and Fem ales 

S  Law condemns Excefs of Appa- 
Hinî  he allows a ditference accor-
in ^ t̂'fons, rhofe that are

^̂ '̂̂ ent ( fays our 
oaviour) was not condemn^ becaufe

) but becaufe in his Prolperity, he out

of an uncharitable Pride, negleded poor La­
zarus at h u  G ate. Tis Pride and Singularity 
in the !2:j*aksrs tO affed.a diferent drefs from 
the World. *Tis Pride to be in the extre~ 
mity o f  Fafhions-, but to Conform modeftly 
CO all Falhions is Neceflary and Prudent, 
unlels at the fame time we deny our felves 
the Converfe o f the World, and joyn with An- 
chorites or Brutes. W e are no where in 
the Scripture forbid or commanded to wear 

fu ch  or fu ch  a drefs, God Almighty has left 
luch indifferent things to the Cufiom o f N a ­
tions and the Prudence of the Age 5 Every 
one ought to conform to the Pradfice of the 
Age he or fhe lives in;but at the fame time, 
wifely and prudently to confider the flation 
that God Almighty has put ’em in, to live 
above that is an Indication o f  a Proud heart, 
and CO live under that, is an Argument of 

ford id  Covetoufnrfs 5 an humble heart ftcures  
us to God and our Confcience , and a dijtinbl 
regular Judgment keeps unoffenfive to the wifer 
part o f  the W orld.

Queft. Whether ’tis not time to fe n d  out a H ue  
and Cry after the lofi P ra^ ice o f  ChriPHa- 
nity, &c.

_ A nfw . This Queflion is of the fame thread 
with the two former, and we cou’d heartily 
wifh there was as much Judgment as there is 
zfeem in g  Z e a l  in all of ’em (for we are 
charg’d as we will anfwer it  to God that they 
be all Printed) and we have compiv’d, moftly 
out of Pity. Our Anfwer to this laft is,That 
there is a H ue and Cry  out, (as the Querift 
ftiles iO already s and we think the plaineft 
Minifters ficteff for fuch an Auditor as our 
Querift,toperfvvadehimofic, and we hope 
that many, tho’ differently ^ualifed are going 
o n  EffeSlually with fuch  a good Work,, but CO
expedfa thorow Reformation in this Age is 
mo charitable a thought, and if fo,the fame 
Queflion may be always in vain urged.

Qyeft M y  Education was chiefly at Cam­
bridge, where 1 continued fiv e  Tears,in all which 
lime 1 was not fo  induflrious how to ply my Stu­
dies as to k êp Company , efpecially at drinking 
Bouts ; flnee my leaving the V niverflty  {which 
has been two Tears') I  have continued under the 

fam e M ethod,w hich I  am fenfible has brought me 
upon the Confines o f  a Fever, as by fevera llig ht 
Symptoms-/ have reafon to f e a r ,  particularly a  
va/l quantity o f  whitefmrffupon myTongue,whU;h 
isfuppofed to proceed from  the immoderate heat 
o f  the B lood : However /  fin d  no inward figns o f  
it . M y A g e  is 2^,m yConfiitution indifferently 
hearty {efpecially whenlnegleSh Drinking) Ja m  
by N a tu re very Cholerick,and Paffionate, Ifleep  
little, but when J do , 1 am extreamly troubled 
with horrid Dreams, which puts me upon Fbw i 
o f Repentance,but they foon vanijh when the Day  
and my old Acquaintance appears-, Tet 1 am 
{without Vantty- naturally o f  a good DifpofitioH 
and very inclinable to Piety \ I defire to know
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vMr Opinion in this Cafe, whether you thw^upm place o f his Religio MeMci declared, that he 
my forfaking Drinking, J  may avoU the Fever cou’d be content that Mankind fllOU d Fro- 
that v i f i b l y  threatens me? I f  not, howlongyou c r e ^  liksTreeS’ , ,
Imagweit mil be ere it comes, .andho-w Fought Queft. /.have formerly a im e d  my fe lf  to 
to behave my fe lf  in the Jme%m f A nd iaflp, a mo  ̂Grievous Sin , and tbo 1 have for fome 
what may be the Caufe of thefe terrible confderable time by {the Grace of Cod) refrain d 
Dreams and what EffeUs ought they to have fromthe Commigion of i t , and have a great ab- 
uponme? horrence andreluFlance, at the ieafi thought of
^ The beft Receipt againft Impiety, it when I  am awake and have the ufe o f my Rea-i 

an impending Fever, and terrible Dreams, fan, yet notwithfiandingin my Dreams Ifem  
is to throw o ff all your old Companions, and to commit it, and to take a pleafure in the Com- 
lead fuch a life as may not be a Scandal to migion of it, I defire you woud give me your Opi- 
your Cloth *, i f  yoU do not, all thefe IVamin^, nion in the Cafe, whether I yet fin or no, and if 
together with your Education w ill appear in F do, what courfe F may take to break my felf of 
Judgment againft you ; Read the L ife  o f  fach Ule wicked Dreams which unwillingly and
M r.Fu lks------  and you w ill exadlly read unwittingly 1 am fubjeFl to ?
your ow n , and w e hope a dueRefledion Anfw, was o f opinion that he that
may fecure you from a parallel Exit. Dreamt he committed a Sin, 'twasthe fame as

Queft. Whether a Man in a regenerate fiate if he really did it.— But we are o f  another 
commits Sin ? Opinion,and- we hope for very good Re a fins,

Anfw. Y es , but not to make a habit on for tlio’ we lhan’t deny but that all the 
i t ; when he falls he r ifes , and takes the Thoughts, Words, AFHcns,3ind every thing elfe 
greater care o f  falling again. that proceed from ill Men are ill,as proceed-

Qjjeft. DoSlor Brown in his Religio M e- ing from fuch Perfons, and therefore their 
dici, P. l$ 0 . fays. He hopes he doth not break Drczms (where they are agreeable totheirPra- 
the Commandment i f  he loves his Friend before £Fices) zre wicked, ^ cau fe  all the Powersof 
the deareH of his Blood, even thofc to whom he their Soul with their Fmagination {which is the 
ewes the Principle of L ife  *, and immediately Parent o f Dreams) are equally depraved, but 
after, he never cafi a true / f̂fePHon upon a Ww ’ tis not fo in Other Perlbns whofe PPiUs and 
man. but he has lovd his Friend as he does PracHces agree not with their Dreams. Fnvo- 
tue, his Soul,his God. I  pray your Thoughts upon luntary Motions are not wicked, becaufe not 
both, the former feemingtoofar an Extent o f to be avoided, and what cannot be avoided 
acquired Friendjhip, and the Utter an Oblivion is no Sin  ̂ for i f  any thing were enjoyn’d us 
o f his Mother ? that’s impradicable, it wou’d be Injuftice in

Anfw. D r. Brown has throughout that the Law giver, and the Judge of all the Earth 
Book ftiew*d fuch a great Spirit, folid Judg- cannot but do Right. W e  believe the Querifts 
ment and evennefs of T em per, that he has dreams chiefly arife from 'his Tem per, and 
at leaft delerv’d Sir Kenclm Digbys Encomi- not from an habit, becaufe the habit is broke 

But to the Q ueftion, w e think his -e#,and becaufe other Perfons that have neverurn
Choice of Friendfiip wtry laudable, where he made the leaft Progrefsin fuch habits have 
fays he loves his Friend as his F'erme,his Soul, come under the very fame Circumftances. 
his God, Ws 3. hold  ftroke, a little too bold Queft. What is the reafonofiand when began 
amongft fuch as do not underftand what true that Cufiom of changing the Popes Name at hit 
Friend(hip is, amongft fuch as do underftand, Inauguration.
w e think him not to blame | he 6 ys he loves Anfw. U ntil the time o f  Confiantine tlie 
his Friend as his God,i\ot as much as his G od, Great (who gave fo much Goods and Privi» 
tiiac i s , he loves his Friend with a love o f  leges to the Church o f Rome, the Sovei*aign 
the fame Nature as he loves his God. W hat Bifiops had been all Martyred, infomuch that 
are we to think o f  thefe words, Thou (halt there was no Sueing for the Promotion of the 
love thy Neighbour as thy felf. This T ext Papal Chair', but thofe that Undertook that 
does not enjoyn us to love our Neighbour Charge,were conftraln’d by force or requeft 
as much as our felves, but freely,fincere]y,e>-c. to accept thereof. Pope Gregory the Fourth 
as we love our felves 7rue Fnendjhip is only being Dead in the Y ear Kghc hundred fortv 
fixt upon rertue, W'hkh is only an Emanation two, they chofe for the Sovdraign Bifiop 9 
()T Ray of the Divine Original \ fo that by lov- Rome a Roman o f  N oblc Blood, Illuiftkll^ 
ing a vermous Friend, *tis in E ffed  a loving Education, but o f  a harili Name,fix.. F/ot 
of G od ; fo that to fay, /  love my Friend as 1 face. Therefore becaufe this Name feemw 
iove my God. is no more than to fay, I love to him difagreeable to fuch a Holy Function. 
G od *, or to fay, 1 love one part o f  the D i- and remembring that our Saviour ebangw 
vine Communications as fincerely as Id o  the Nam e o f  St. P«er, heaUo changed Ids 
tlie whole, but not as extenfively •, But I can- Name &  called himfelf5ergj«^^which was h  ̂
not cxcufe the D r. for faying he never cafi Father’s name,from thence came the CufloQ̂  
a true affeEHon upon a Woman ,  for doubtlefs obferved to this day, that he who is chofpf 
there’s no Sexes in Souls, and the Soul o f  a P<ipc may at his pleafure take' what Name 
W oman may be as great and vertuous as that pleafes liim beft 5 And tho’ they change their 
o f a Man, but perhaps he was afraid o f  Con- Names, t h ^  keep this Cuftom  to take the 
^ rfin g  w'ith Womans Soul, bec'aufe he was Nam e o f fome pne o f  their PredecenofS- 
zfvzidtdiaFemimne Body— having inanother See Platimu, Eufebius, & c.
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