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The AthenianMercury.

Qu.i. \Y/\VHat Defcription do ye meet
ttinth in Hifiory about Pi-

late’j Lak”™ ?
jinfw. There’s a Lake fo called in Suiffe,
near a Town named Lucema”™ in a Plain en-
viron’d Viixhhigh Momtahs\{x.om the high-
eft of which (as fome Authors wou'd make
us believe) EiUte caPl himfelfictto the W a-
ter, and the common Report is that every
Year he (hews himfelfthere in his Judges
habit, and whofoever it be that by chance
happens tofee him (whether Man or Woman)
Dies within the Year, Joachin radian the
Expofitor of Fomponius MeU writes another
nptable thing of this tak§, it hath ffaith he)
fuch a Property, thatifany one caft a Bone,
apiece of Wood, or any thing elfe into it,
this Lake fwells and grows into fuch a boi-
ftecous Tempeft, that it runs beyond its
Bounds in great Fury, in fuch fort, that it
fometimes Drowns a great part of the Co««-
try, from whence proceeds great Lois and
Damage as well to Trees and Plants as to

'Beafts, and if thefe thi”s are not caftin, it

fwells not at all. This Joachin further feith,
That there are EdiPts that forbid upon pain
of Life, forany one to caft any thing into
this Lake, and that divers that have tranf-
grefled ihisedidt have been Executed------
Pliny has a Relation much like this, ofa
deep Pic in Dalmatia, into which,
if one caft a Stone or other heavy thing,
there arifes fuch a boifierow and furious M r
outof it,that it breeds a dangerous Tempeft
to the Neighbours thereabout; the Q ~riB
isat his Liberty to believe what he pleafes
of both.

Qu. 2. IVhat Comtrypian Pilate ?

Anfco. Some fay, he was Born at Lyons iij
Fr.2wce; others,that thisName Vomim comes
from a Family in Italy , viz. Pontius Ire/ieas
Captain ofthe *m nltcs, which vanquiflied
the Romans: But be it how it will, this Pi-
'tte (either in refpeCt to his Perfon or his
Parentage) cameto be of great Rome,
and being known to Tiberius, Succellbr to
OPlavius (according to Jofephus and Eufebius)
Was fentby him in the Twelfth Year of.his
Empire to Govern Jerifalem, and ftiled him
Pro&or of the Empire; whereupon
governed the Holy City, and all the Province
of Judea which is called PalejHna, and he
he held that Office lo Years, in the Seventh
of which, and the Eighteenth of the Empe-
ror Tiberius, he gave Sentence of Death upon
our Saviour Jefm ChriB- Ifs alfo faid,That
when Pilate came to Rome, he was Accufed
M ove Caius Caligula, SuCCeflor to Tiberius,
to have Prophaned the Temple by putting
in Statues,Images,andRobbing the Com-
mon Treafury, and other grievous Crimes,
~  which he was Baniffied to Lyom, where
he killed himjylf witk his owQ handsy 'Eight

Years after the Death of our Saviour, ac-
cording to Eufebius, which feems to contra-
di(ft the Relation oftheLakeabovefaid.

Qu. 3. Is there Thinkingin Dreaming ?

JInfw. Thinking is (iXiaEtofthelmellcPI*nt
the intellect adts not but. by means ofthe
Senfes, immediately, the Phantafms or Re-
prefentations o f material objedls, or elfe by
a recoReSHon.of the Ideas offuch obj”S have
been formerly reprefenced, thefirft of thefe
can't be in a Dream, becaufe all the Senfes
are bound up by from their proper and
difiinit aPHons, as to the laft, vwe fee no
more reafon to believe it, becaufe the Arfii-
mal Body cannotat all attend the Intelleift,
a Soul which never fleeps, being it felt
bound up from performing its Ojficcs, indeed
we meet with, fome Ingenious Authors,
particularly Dr.” Brown in his Religio Medici,
who tells usof choofing a quiet Dreamfor his
Devotions, giving this reafon, that the Soul
at that time is ina tmtir}erfreedfrom its Clog
of Flefti, and aefts much after the
unbodied Spirits. We allow tlie Animal
Soul in Man to retain fome inipreffionsof
atts formerly done, becaufe pulhM on by
the conftitution, and to prove that Dreams
belong to the Animal, and not the rational
part ofMan, we can bring daily infiances of
Dogs, Horfes,'CNir. Dreaming, andif fo we
fee no abfolute neceffiry for thought in our
Dreams. «—There was another queftion
fent by the fame hand, which fhall be an-
fwer'd when forreign pieces come to our
hands, which we daily expedl.

C\U. 4. Whether a Lady having a Man to
her Husband that kpeps ill company, and de-
bauches himfelf with common Whores, whether
( Ifay) may notllje breakthe bond ofMarriage,
byfeparating her feif from him, and marrying
again, or by repaying him in his own Coinf "'

udnfw. — Upon proof of Adultery, ffie
may fue outa Divorce from Bed and Board,
and one Third of the Eftate for mainte-
nance, but the Law allows not a fecond
Marriage whilft he is living, asfor falfenefs
to him in revenge, 'tis very wicked and ridi-
culous, becaule the perfon that tranfgreftes
injures him (or her) felf more than the
other.

Queft* 5. Which is the greatefifin Pride or
Paffion ?

Anfw. Paffion is only an EfeB ofPride,
therefore lefs by far than the Caufe it
felf.

Queft. 6. Having lately bought an Horft
vouched to me for afound one, and upontryal
find him otherwife, — ~ery, whether I Amob-
liged to difeover his-faults unasked to him that
Jlioll buy him of me f

Anfw. No, we fuppofe not, the buyersprs*
dence and skill are to be imploy’d in thas;
buotdef hedleaves it to you todeferlbethe

Malitiee
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Nalines of your Horfe, you ouglit to tell
him the truth, and not be fo ungenerous as
to deceive him.
Q i./. What account canyou give m cfthe
fezoar ?
Anfw.

NN\

It comes from the Province of the
Kingdom of * Golfonda to-
wfard the Nortli-eaft, it is

the Paunch ofa WildGoatythit browzes Upon
a certain Tree, which bears little buds,
round about which and the Topsofthe Bought,
the Bezjoar Engenders in the Maw of.the
Coat it iIs (hap'd according to the formof
the Budsor Tops of the Branches which the
Goat eats, which is the feafoo there are fo
many Jltapes of Bezj)ar Stones, aboutas big
as halfan Hazel Nut. the Nativesby feeling
the Belly of the Goat know' how many
Stones Ihe has within, and fell the Stones
according to the Quantity, — lome fay that
In the Eafl and ffefi, ofthe fame Province,
that Bez.oars are bred in the fame manner in
Cows, tb the weight of fevenceen or eigh-
teen Ounces apiece, but thefe are of, little
valued fix Grains of the other working more
powerfully than thirty of tins; — as for die
BesLoar which breeds in Apes ( as fome be-
lieve ) it is fo ftrong that two Grains work
as effedually as fix of Goats Bez,oar, but kis
very fcarceas being only found in thofe Apes
that breed in the Ifland of Marajfar, this
fort of Isround, a peice ofit as big
as a Nut, .being fomecimes worth 2j /. Ster-
ling, — Portugals make a great account of
this Bez.oar, ftanding always upon their
Guard, for fear of being Poifpnfed.

Qu.8* Where, and how are yellow Ambergrife,
and Musk”produced ?

jinfw. Amber is nothing but a certain
CongeUation made in the Sea like GUm 3 for
you fhall find fometimes Flies, Gnatts, and
other Infeds congeal’'d ink. It’s only found
upon the Coafi of Pruffia in the Baltick Sea,
where the Sea throws it upon the Sand
when fuch and fuch Winds blow- The
Ele~or of Brandenburgh, who is Soveraign
of that Coafi, farms it out for 20000 Crowns
a year, and the Farmers .keep Guards on
both fides of die Shore in regard the Sea
cafis it up fometimes upon one fide, and
fometimes upon die other, to prevent the
fealing™

As Tor Amhergrife, it is moftly found in
theEaftemSea, though fome parcels have
been found upon the Cpafts of England,
and in fome other parts of Europe, the
grcaceft quantity is found upon the Coafi
of Melinda, but more efpecially in die mouth
of a Piver called Rio de Sona, 'tlie Goveniour
of Moz”mbick gets much by it.

All the Msk™ that comes from Perp,
comes firft out of the Kingdom of Boutan,
from whence 'tisbrought to Palna, the chief
City of Bengala, to truck it away for other
Comn”™odities. It grows in the bladder of
a certain Beaft much like a Goat, under the
belly, as big as an Egg, nearer to the

Genital parts than the Navil j when kis
ken firft out of the bladder, it looks like
clotted Blood:; There was one of thefe Beafts
lately brought to Paris, but the fcentof it
was fo flrong, that it made ail Peoples
heads toa\e, that came near it: Thefe fort
o fCreatures are invaft numbers in <6 and
60 Degrees, and in the Months
and March,.when they have endured a
hunger by reafon of the great Snows that
Fall: where they breed they will come to
or 45 Degrees, to fill themfelves with
Corn and new Rice, and dien it is that the
Natives lay Gins and Snares for to catch
them as they go back, llioodng fome with
Bows, and knocking others b’dr head

(™. p- Whafs the reafon ofthe PetrefaElian
of Coral, when it comes into the Air™ being foft
under the Water?

Anfw. *Tis a vulgar error, and as fuch
taken notice of, by the ingenioui Monfieur
Tavernier, who has defcrib”™ the nature of
Its prodiikipn, where 'tis to be found, and

ow ns fill] c for, — die places he mentions

the CozdsofSardtgna, Arqueyrel, Ba@Ax
Sicily, Catalogna, Ifiand of Majorque: It
grows under hollow‘Rocks where the Sea
isdeep. The Filhers fix two fparsof wood
a crofs, fafining a great piece oflead in the
middle to make it fink, after chat they wind
carelefly about the Spar™oodfioreof Tufc
ed Hemp, and fafien tSe Wood to two
Cords, one end whereof hangsat tlie Poop,
and the ocher at the Prow of the Veflel,;
then letting go the Wood with the Stream
or Current by the fides gfdie Rock, tlic
Hemp twifts it felfamong die Coral, fo that
fometimes they fiand in need offive or fx
Boats, to pull up the Wood again, and if
one ot the Cabl« fiiould chance to break
with ,thc fireis, all die Row”s art in danger
to be loft .while they tear uptlie Coral thus
by force, diere tumbles as much into the
*Sea 3s they fetch up, and die bottom of the
Sea being generally very Vjszy® the Coral
will be eaten asour fruits are by the Worms,
lo that die fooner they get it out of the
Mud, among fome branchesofCoral, diere
Eng~ders a kind of fAngy Matter, like
our Honey.Combsj m fome certain Months

jr ineeze out of the
.. Branch a kind of Milky Subjhnce,
which falluig upon any diing that it meets
‘"1 upon a De.d
SkiilU the BMe ofa Stford, or aPomegramte
produce anodier Branch ofCoral. And

thM fallen into die Sea, about which
the Coral had twind at lead half afoot
high.

Qu. 10. Jt is a great hinderance in my daily
Demtm , topray that which | don't nnde, fiand,
therefore pray refohe me the true meamng and
expofmon of the Pronoun-, k, .a 'tU memond
in the refpon/e in the Gloria Pacri?

uMwu Glory,-Glory be to the Father,

As Glory was to him in die Beginning, let it
be now, and ever.

Roninted: folnay ]





