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The Athenian Mercury.

QUu*I\NXT\T~A~AN jsthereafon (Mifany)
\f V thata Bible having aKey
fafinedinthe middle™ andbeing held between the
two fore-fingersoftwo perfonswill turn round af-
terfotne wordsJaid, asif one depres topnd out a
Thief, a certain <verfe taken out of a Pfalm isto
be repeated, andthofewhoarefufpeBed nomina-
ted, and if they are guilty, the Book and Key
win turn, elfe not 3 one who hath lately fcen

ftand that the Senfel are acquainted with O™
jeW i before the -IntelleSI can have an Idea or
Conception of ‘em, as in the afore-mentioned
Inftances i, firft we hear, and then the Intel-
led takes cognizance of the nature- of the
found or expreffion, but finding fomething
uncommon -(for indifferent things cannot
move Laughter) is accordingly alfeded,
and as a dempnftration ofit, urges the Paf-

*that Experhnent, rather to amazement than* fion of Laughter by a titillation of the Arteries,

fatisfaSHon, depresyour thoughts upon it, and
whether there’s any pnin making tryal offuch a
thing '

“nfvp. We have light upon feveral In-
fiances of this Nature, vrhicfi are matter of

1 faft, and our Opinion is that *tis much of
the nature of Spells, Charms, &c. the Devil
can only adl: after this manner, u-herehe
finds credulous unthinking perfons to work
upon ; as we have faid formerly in the cafe
6f Charmsfor the Tooth, fowemay fay here,
that 'tis wicked a~d unreafonable, Nor Can
it be any wonder acall that the Devil makes
ufe of fome place inScripture to

for if he iliohld enjoyns Cur'firg,
Blafohemies, &c. he would appear too bare
facd. | remember one particular inftance
of a Charm fOr the Tooth Ach, which after
a fort of a Dialogue between our Saviour and
Peter upon the Tooth Ach, it ended thus.
In the Name ofthe Father, ofthe Son, and cf
the Holy pkfi, and this Charm had effects
according to the belief of fuch perfons as
made ufe of it.Of this nature are theCharms
for Witchcraft, and amongft the . re/l,
there's a cuftom that the Bewitched party,
Is to Pinch, Bite, Scratch or Prick the
Witch till flie draws Blood, and then £he's
well 3 thus the Devil cures one Difeafe of the
Body to make anotherin the SouT, God com-
mands , thou flialc do no Murder , under
which is comprehended beating™affronts, c.
No, fays the Devil, break”this Command, and
ril cure the DUtemper. There's nover-
tue in Words, Charms, 'tis fo ridicu-
loufly filly that the wifeftof thofe that ufe
'em' can give -no account at all how they

5 or what reafon there fliould be for
fuch thirds. 'Tis in fhortirtthe Devil, tilat
puts the Cheat upon people, and all that aft
impliciteiy what he enjoins, do own their
dependance upon him, and dtfpife the ordinary
methods of Providence.

W e have agreat many Quefiions Cent us
about Thunder, Lightning, Adam zxxd Eve,

already anfivered.

Qu. 2. IfAy do various the contrary Efi"eSls
caufe equal Laughter ?

Anfw. We’li fuppofe an Inftance in iTit
and Folly, as when a handfom Satyr or Re-
parted isprefented, we are incited to Mirth;
N alfo an impartial Silly one has the fame

To anfwer which we are“to ander:

and a concraciion of the Mufcles5 fo that
kis a wrong fuppoficion, in thinking kis the
ObjeSl that is the cuide of Laughter, but the
facetious apprehenfion of the Intelled; for
if it was the Objed, then every one wou d
laugh at the fame Objed, which fomccimcs
Is diverfiy apprehended by divers Intelleds,

1 that it caufes quite contrary Effcds, as in

the Inftance of Heraclitus and Democritus,
one laught at the Vanity of the World, and the
other wept at the fame. A fmall motion of
tV)Q Tajpons caufes afmile, a little greater can-
fes laughing out-righc, a little more chan
that, caufes fuch a hearty laughter, tliat Kis
accompanied with tears, the next degree
above that caufes weeping, the next above
that fuch a CQufupon gf the Spirits, that we
can neither cry ngr laugh; and 'tis this laft
swhich affords us fome Inftances of People
that have died immediately. Now we ha-
ving fhewn, tliat 'tis not the Objed, but
the Conception of that ObjeSI that has the
aforefaid Effed, the fuppofition falls to the
ground, and the Queftion needs no further
anfwer.

Qu. What is Reafon, and how are we to
dipiTtguip) between Rational and Irrational
Creatures, pace a Fox, a Deg, an Elephanr,3ic*
feem to aEl much beyondfome perfons ?

Anfw. We hope we have given a fatif-
fadory Account as to the Definition of
Reafon, in Vol. 2. N .i. Q 15. By which
alfo you may know how to diftinguifh be-
tween Rational and Irrational Creatures.
W e don't deny Reafon toa Dog, a Fox, an
Elephant, and more Creatures, according
to the Definition fome wou'd give of.ity.
but we deny 'em the power of apprehend-
ing and abfirailed Notions, as univer-
fais, s"c. They cannot Number,Compound,
Divide, &c. But confult the above men-
tioned Definition, andyou’ll be further fo-
tisfied.

Qu. 4. Why drowned Bodiesfioat after nine
days time, and whether the common faying is
true that attributes it to the breaking of the
Gall ?

Anfw. W e hot long fince had a C"eftion
(enc us, why Menfwimwiih their faces up-
Wards, when drowned, and Women with
tlicir faces downward, which we have de-
ny'd upon experience of the contrary : Nor

widt Fliny%deafon mend the raatcer, to wic,_
veluif



pftdori, &ci Nature modeftly ordain-
ing that pgfture to conceal the lhame of the
dead; foriffo, why not in both Sexes?
j4m and Eve were both aftiamed in Para-
dice after their tranfgreffion. Scaiiger dif-
liking this reafon, ftudies another 5

ventre vajh ftmt Mnlieres. &c. from
the different make of Men and Women;
but we find both Man and Women gene-
rally fwim with their face downward, as
we have faid already in the fore-mentioned
Queftion. In like manner fome have ftu-
died why the breaking of the Gall Ihoud
make drown’d people fwim upon theWater,
when that is not the caufe; nor is nine days
the certain Crips of floating, but foraetimes
more, and fometimes lefs5 'tis the putre-

fadion and corruptive fermentation (as*

Learned Enquirers into Nature affirm) that
Is the proper and only caufe; for the Body
by a putrefadion fuffiers a turgefcence and
inflation, and becoming airy and fpumous,
mounts up to the top of the Water, moft
commonly ( but notalways) at nine days
end. This is evident in Eggs, Nutts,
found ones fink, and the rotten or defedivc
fwim. ’Tis faid, that Rhodiginns the Tyrant
caufed the Bodies of thofe perfons he mur-
dered, have their Lungs taken out when
thrown into the River, but to no purpofe.
Experiment has been made upon Cats and
Mice, which have had their Lungs, Galls,
Gutts and Bladder taken out, and yet have
fwum, tho' ina longer time, which fliews,
that the reafon of *dies floating upon the
Water, is the fame which is before af-
figned.

Queft. 5. Whether theSij be ofany colour ?

yinfiv. No. If you mean by sky the
t/Ether; nor are Clouds of any colour na-
turally, butwhat they receive by refledion
from different Lights.

Quert. 6. One that pretends to Religion has
rendred himfelfa great Knave to me in a par-
ticular alion,which is not my ownJudgment, but
others alfo, it being tooplaina matter of FaB to
he denied5 pray how am | as a Chrifl-ian, to
tarry myfelfto this perfon, it being a Chrifiian
duty toforgive Injuries ? and whether fuch bafe
alilons ought to be conceal'd out of tendernefs
as a Chrifiian,or madepubliek”™, that others Per-
fbns maynot beinjur'd by him ?

nfw. We fmd no where that we are
mjoyn d w forgive Injuries before our par-

»don IS defird, but only to be always ready
J L condition. ’'Tis the Me-
thod that God nfes with us, tho’ we ought
to tell emofit in a friendly manner, that
we may have an opportunity to exprefs our
forgivencfs to em f if after all he perfifts.
pity him, and look upon him as a ftrangerto
you. As for concealing or divulging his
fadt, you muft confider his relation to yon 5
ft he be under your eyEconomy or Government
you arc anfwerable for what mifchiefyou
mighi”~inder in giving others warning; but
“ you have not that power over him, you
ought to conceal his failings, only as you
nave opportunity you may at a diftance cau-

tion fuch asfhaveto deal with him in the
World, which you may prudently do, and
yet be tender ofhis Reputation.

Queft. 7. Whether one who perceives no real
efential, fundamental difference betwixt the
Church ofEnghndiand thePresbyterian Party
as to the manner of Worfinp and Preaching,
ther fuch a one may with a fafe Confcievce me
only hear both Parties, hut receive the Sacra-
ment fometimes in ont Church, andfometimes
in the other ?

Anfw. The Querift might have chang'd
the word, perceive no real, &c. intois no™real
&c. for they are really one asto fundamen-
tals, and one fo perfuaded may with a fafe
Confcience communicate with either; and
letthefe that keep up the Partition Wall,-
take left they”~e thereby excluded
out of the Bond of Charity, which makes
all of one mind, and partakers of the fame
Pnviledges.

Clueft. 8. A Man rehearfmg a Story told by
another, rehears'd the others Oaths alfo, query
whetherfuch Rehearfal of Oaths isfInfuU and '
alfo whether it comes within the penalty which
our Laws enjoynfor Swearing .?

Anfw, The Law is not concern'd in it,
no more than if the Oaths were read out
of a Book; but yet notwithftanding this,
there might be a Om irt the Rehearfal ot
the Sacred Name ofGod. e~c. if it were not
ufed with reverent being thereby guilty
of breach of the third Commandment ; and
tis hard to ufe the Name of God reverent-

N “ ">"100 difeourfe.

eat vlackPuddtn” be a greater pn |

The firft excludes out o f Heaven
the laft does not. For thofe Texts A~s 1?7*

«20. and i9”erfej were defigrfd for a few
believing Gentiles Antioch, whowere wc
newly converted lochriflianity, fo that £Is
was to comply with the new Converts
amongft the Jews, whofe Confciences were
weak and tender about the abrogation of
their Ceremonial Laws, - for the Hoiy
Ghoft, and the whole Council of the El-
ders at condefeended to fuch
weakaeffes for a time, rather than keep up
the Partition Wall, butnever condefeended
to difpenfe With any Fundamentals of Chri-
u“ genuine meanin

“the Text, you have our Saviours word
th»t gO|th mo a

Alfo the Apoftls, Whatever isfet beforeyoH,
eat, makingno ~efi om for Confcience L .
And many more fuch paffiges- o

. . “Tom-Tit, t he
110Z;

gerf

ert] “ A efs(!i)nconqlS

e Wonhlefs nature of the

. G with
few of the moft ufeful conflderable Crea-
tures; asa Cow or a Mare produce one
only at atime, ~d the Elephant, which
IS the moftufeful of all Crratures, goes

18FH but one young one. " brings
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