for-

otn-

thit

Ui-

VOL/ IIL-

r'urof 24;

The Athenian Mercury.

OBcft. 1. wrnrdM Jthi Reckrfff) *miy»hin a Ship it
**  Hgh a Rocl{, andnot atothtr tints ?
Anfv. Becaufc 'lis impoflible tor 'em to appeir toa
where they are not—'fis tbeir Nature,to lye amongft
Rocks, and indeed mofl Fifh lye mar Rock’sand Shores;
We can't believe that when St. Peter wilkt uoonthi waftr,
thet be taught the Rock-fifli the Dfpriiu <j Bodits biing w
twoplactsit once y Since the Infallible Apoftolick Chair
(that pretends a Succeffion) has known that Hppnhtds
themfclves, buta few Hundred Tears.

Qu. a. WhyCarps bretd mre in Ponds than ?

Anfxc. From their hta” dull Naturty whobate Motion
fomuch, thatin thofc Rivers where they are found, they
awayskeepint h e pLteiSy therefore ftill places be-
ing moft agreeable to their Nature, are likewife moft
agreeable to the ProJudionof their Nature.

Qu. 3. Whtthir Fornicstm efttr a SoUm Comrad bt not
O4difjolving at Adultery after Marriagi, and whether the In-
mm  Party yoon fofficient proof and Deuflion of the Fornica-
tin nay rot be at liberti to Contrad again with another, or
Marry if thtythink/it fitting?

Aftv. Wefcenotrcafonatall, thatafterfucharw/a-
timofthtConfrad, irfhou’'d yet remaifi Obligatory; for
by fitch an Aftion the Perfon Oftcndiogis made are Flefh
rfithathirdPtrfOHy and therefore the Obligation to that
isyct (Iriilcr, thanabarePromifetothefirft. 'Twou’'d
be very well if our CommonWhorenongers wou'd mftder what
nrerons Afinities theyContraet y and what Portions they
will have with fuch Relations one day. 'Twasa very
tmthoafadjtd, that a Gentleman put uponaf-arfy 0/
Pliafure in the late Camp at Hounflow*Heath, He defignd
to have a fretfort ofa Corwtrfe with her, but ret liking Mr
fiatures, for perhaps from fomc other reafon, iho’ that
wes pretended) he began to draw off, and codlin the profh
ti.'Msof the Amour. What Sir, (faid fhe) Are ye afraid
of the ffifwr Indeed Madam freply’d he) I'm afraid
1fhou'd be a kin toamoli every Offictr w the Campy and
fomc of 'em are fuch as 1 don’tcare for having a™ Rela-
tionWi\h.  As to the latter part of the Queftion, Whe-
ther the Innocent Frrfoamay be at Uberty to contraft a-
giin *- we Anfwer,ycs y for what is undoneinonefenctyl as
rotdore at all j nay, the Liberty is much greater here
tluntlic Law will give in the Cift of Mamagfy fora Di-
vorce is from Bed and Boardy is not void in refpeft of the
Marriage \ fo as that the injur'd may Marry again, but
here the Law has nothing atall to do, and Perfons may
aft according to their Confcicnce a” the Law of God,
which will warrant a Diffolution of the Contrad onone
fide, when the other is violated as much as it polTibly
can he.

Qii. 4. Wiy have red hair'd Pe”Me thewhitefi Skins ?

Anfw. Whiteit no Colour at all, as is Evident by the
niching of i’'ww j for it Snow were a Colour, it wou'd be
the fame when it melts-, $0 that 'tis only an accident of Di-
litions, for all Liquid Bodies, nay even Ink it felt when
dilated or froth’d up, appears white. Again, Red, fomc
Yellow is the moll Imptrftd of all Colours, for every one
knows that has but little Converfe with red- hair'd P eqoly
that their hair is fooocr changed into White than other
Peoples. 'Tis foin things tbit arc dyed Red , as Rib-
iondyScc. it looneft fades and refolves again into White,
which williiiiii)«a//C(j/oa«itfclfi fothat the firft Que-
ftion is unnatural, and ought tohave been thus , Whyhave
the whiteft Skin'd PtepU the rtddejl hair\ and the Anfwer
wou'd have been, ~caufc Red is thc/awteff Colour and
ncarefl to White, and every one knows that’tis mofl Na-
tural for like and like go together. If K be further ask'd.
Why fomc Perfons have whiter Skins than othersi we
anfwer, frna\feveral Reafons, viz. from the Mothers Imagi-

. nation, from HcredKa”inefs,d™. butthetrueft and firfl

Reafon was a Delicacy and tendtrmfs of Temper; Thus the
J'panifh Nobility, (who upon the Moors Incurfions retir'd
to (he Memntains and mingled not with the Moors, as did
the Commonalty) are of fuch a dedcate Complexiony that
both their Skins and their Hair are White, and the
roughen temper'd perfons .imongft 'em (that have not
mix: with black inferiour Familits) have got kta 00 fark

ther Colours from White, thanYelloworRed, andeve-
ry one that has confulted Hiflory, are not unacquainted
with the tendernefs of their Education and ("~flim -
tions.

Qu. 5. Why Crooked Peaple arefor thi nofl part vtry good
Condition'd, or vtry bad ?

Anfw. The (Queftion had been more proper thus, Why
are Crooked People commtmly the nofi Ingenim-, Per-
haps, becaufc Nature for her deficiency in one thing,
wou’'d make amends. Thus the blind have good Memo-
ries, the deformid are wittyficc. According to the Poet,

~Nature took
To change a beauteous Lumpfor (loekof Brains.

But to the prefent Queflion, the Suppofirionis falfe, De»
form’d Perfons are but few, and therefore more remar-
kable. Juft fo fome Perfons will fay, a cut Finger is hie
oftner than the reft, which is an Errorj for when the
reft arc hit, there’smnofieetiMtnef it, becaufc they arc
not hurt i but when the cut Finger is hit, befure the Pain
caufes a remembrance, and makes it remarkable.

Qu.6._"Wkat's thenoft prefitabie, tape,andpleafant Tradt ?

Anfw. The firft bids fair wherever it is, for the Com-
pany of the other two perhaps a Merchants calling An*
fwers the (Queftion.

Qu. 7. What's the beft Antidote againft Fear?

Anfw. GoodNurfeszrc the firft, who by theirforbea-
ranee o f thofc Idle Names of Bugbear Ghofts, &c. make no
early Impreftioos upon Childrens Spirits™ for Experience
gives us Inftances too many, offuch Perfons as cou'd ne-
ver wear thofc thoughts offas long as they liv'd, but e
Perfon is come of a timorous fearful Family, there’s yee
bettermeafuresto beui’d, and fuch as won't fail j Let
'em imbilie early Principles ofReligious Vertue, and then
they will be Arm’d againft all the little Attacks of Fear 8c
Timidity 5  there’s yet another Moral Effay, which ftl-
domftils, towit,CuftomandUfetoDangers, itwill har-
den the greateftfool tfa Coward in the World, for the
reafon of Fear is an ErTontoHsJudgmentyt\\ztmo”\c% difmal
black rtprefentations of things which arc not fo in their ow d
Nature, butin the fancy reprefenring, and when a PerfoQ
tryes, and findsall his Fears groundlefs, he begins to take
Courage™ and laugh at hisold fiftitiousChymera’s.

Qu. 8. fVhat will make Perfonswakful that tri ghtn to
fletp?

Rnfw. Sleepinefs is fcxnetimes to fuch a meafure that
‘cis a Difeafc i fo that proper "Phyfick ought to regulate
the Conftituiion. But perhaps the intent of the Querift
may be, 10}at will keepa perfon awake» to pafs by Diftitf*
banccs.and the Cuftoms of fuch Philofophers as fleptwith
a Ball in theirhand over a Bafon, that when it droptthey
might awake, we fhall mention a nearer loftance. A
very Eminent Perfon at Oxford, having a certain Book to
fimfhfor the Prifs, and but a littletime todoitk, fe”s
in the Evening for one of his own Difhis of Cofiet, which
held above a Pint,and fecures a Quart more for the Night
time, he ftudy'd all Night, and by Morninghad fpenc his
Cofiet, and found himfelf wakeful enough to profecute the
Work he had inhand, and this Methc” he follow'd (as |
take it) for three Dayes and rhrccNights, and finifheswhat
he had todo, whereupon he order’d his Bed to be ready,
and faid he wou’'d/a tofUep, but lying down he cou’d not
deep, whereupon the Doftors were ~ t for, and under-
ftanding the Cecafionytixey order'd him to Bleed prefenclfi
gave himOf  and other things, whereby ihcycafthim
into a Sleep, which was no fborc one} but they all con-
cluded, tliat if he’d wak'd but a few boon longer, he
had never fle|ftany other, but his having drake
ofthat wakeful Liquor to fuch a great Excefs*

Qu. 9. Whether a Rook *‘ets Carrion or no? J

Anfw. The Querift has ~en very angry with us that
we have not yet anfwct’d his demands™ out for fuch ufe-

Icfs Queftions as this, we muft let 'em alone till their turd
comes, thofc that follow the Dire”tons laid down in the
Preface to the/irtad Fo/fow. may have fpeedier Anfwers,

for iboft.art t#* RultSy which we will not deviate fromi
w



but to che QUeftioD,<i C<trrivin, thdCr/sdst

ivtUcb are only diftiDgui(bed by their Bills, a Rooks being

v/hite>i Crows bUc\\ the Crovvs lived well enoughin che
great Frofl (about 7 or 8 years fince) fo many things Dy-

fog for themto feed upon; but Rodts were obferv'd, tho
many famifli'd and owch’d to Death by hunger, not to
alter their feeding, mch as Grafs and Weeds in Springs,
Com, Hay-feed*> found where were fodder a,
for there were no Worms at all for 'em, which isthe
hearclf Dyet to Carrion that ever they arc obferv'd to
fat.

Queft.io. W>ytht ibair ~onis Bta.rA.trms grtyfoontr than
ththair ofa MansUtalL

Anfw. From the divtrfity of tht Q"aNirity of tht MiHjluri
that mainuins both, the Brain alfords much, and hasbut
a littU way tofind itfonhy there being but little flefh upon
the Skull, butabout the Face there's a great deal more
flelh— and alfo more cooHringcntand clofe than the red
ofthe Held, and therefore the Excrcfccnccs are not fo
eafily emitted nor fo well fed, and licnccic is that they
alfo decay the fooncr, by degenerating into white.

Qu.il. i n briiding fdorfis,yokrSliiljul Jockeys lytkir
cartaxdclmet/thtbift,both asto Tmftr,Mital., Sfat«rr,&c.
com intoagoodraciof Horfifiejh ~ Whahirmight thert not bt
alfoagood race of Men (if care was taliin as thtir Generation)
both as to Soldiers, Gownmen, Politicians, Mechanic's, See.

Anfw. Thisisawrrry/arf (»/a Quejlion at firfl fight, and
not @be defpis’d neither for the Comparifon; It admits
ofa Poptivt Anfwtr, that anVVnmxt Gerurulion of the bed
Soldiers, mightin afew Ages fetupona ficondCongiuH »
tht World, and fo of chered j for Cuitoms and Habits have
a mighty inHuence upon Humane Nature j but yetto be
ty'd up and bound in degper Obligations chan God and Na>
turc have already limited, wou'd look Tyrannical, and
Man having not/r«Zii»£rt7 toclwofc an agreeable Con-
verfo further than Generation, itwou’d argue his Mind
and better part of little Ufc, the mod chat cou'd bepre-
tended, wou'd be a Subordinationand Sub;efiion to tliac
dullfilly thing tlie Body fo that by fuch an Alteration of
ourLiberry, wcfhou'dby feekinga Perfition of Mits,
Itife the Bravery aodNoblcncfs of the Mind,which all wife
Men will conclude a very unhappy Exchange.

Qjied. 12. I"oetbtr Devils can Gererate, and what art we
to thrm™ ~ fach Stories as that ofMerlin ; who, asis reported,
was begot betwixt the Devilana bis Mother.

Anfw. We ought to believe no fuch a thing, for there’s
the Reared Lnpefjibility in’e, of any thing that can be pro*
pis‘d in Nature, as we fhall make appear by and by, but for
the diverfion of the Reader, well tell him what grange
things of this Nature have been deliver'd in Hiflory.—
To omit the Births of Hercules j&ieas, Alexander, Strvm,
tally, and many other Heroes, which fome Poets wou'd
have us believe were begotten by tlie Gods, or rather De-
vils, undenhcUartiCioi Pan. IncubitFaunii nay, the He-
brews ihemfcives have their Ihire in this Opinion with
fome of the Fathers, from that paifage in Genefis, and the
SonsofGod went into tht Daughtersof Men, The Prince of
the Incubi, the Hebrews call Ha\a, and the Chief of the
~ceuba, Libitb.” In Poland, Princes ofthe race ofthe
Jagellois ifiued from a Succubus, intheFernofaBear. In
PottOM Counts are begotof a half Woman and half
Serpent.  In Hungary, Irtire Nations called Huns, born of
ofthe AHunts, Gothieb Witchesand Fauni. Even at this day
JD the IffandofHifpanhla (by the Relation oiChitra in ha
Hiltory of Peru) a Damon called by the Inhabitants of Co-
Tooota, hath todo with the and the Children pro-
«ediog fr<” fuch hax/ehoms,  as alfo among the
*urkKs mote people whom they call N/phifolians, arc belie-
ved to generated by the Operation of Devils. Thofe
whobd”e fuch Relations, argue for 'em after this man-
Ocr, The Devil perforrs the Natural ailions of Animals by
means Supern isural, as he /£« without Eyes, moves Bodies
without Contad, Tranfiorts himfclffrom one place to ano-
ther without Commenfuration of the Intermediate tpace
becaufe he hath no Quantity (fo fay they) he may get a
perfeft Animal wichoutobfcrving the Conditions of ordi-
nary Agents. To which, and all the reft we anfwer That
(by Gods Pcrmiflion,for without that nothing canbe’ done”
the Devil has Power to move all Bodies from one place to
amber,and can by that meansform a Body ofAir or fome
other Gfi/jii nay further, he can (if perbrnted) take a
Bodylatth Dead, Animate it with an adventitious heat,and
give AKh Motimisas he bleafei to all its parts; Butall this
won't d”for(Naturali(U tel us)thcre arc three things without
which Uit inpafjibit there can be Generation, DifiiaHion of
Sexfiopnlation efMalt and F emelt,and Bmiijion of font prolific™.
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matter, mattang »fl Usfelj a vtttue\to form all the Parts (roA
whwt it Jffutd. The Devil may indeed make the Two

nrft Conditions meet, as isEvidentby theConfeffion or
fn-tral mtehes that have been Executed, who dedarrH

that the Devil bad carnal Knowledge of 'em after the man!
ncr w Men. p”tthc kner reqiiifite is abfolutely out of
thepMbPmtr, tunwly, afitaxd eonvemnt Seed indeed
with Spirits and Vitalhtat, withouewhich thcadmuft
and barreni for he hath xofuch Sttd of hk 0
becaufe It ISdie rcfultofthelaft CencoCim, whidi cannot
made but 10 a Body actuaHy aHvtj Nor can he borrow
fuch S«delfcwhcrc  becaufe ii becomes unfruitful wiN-.
once fhed out of the V«0els of Nature, by rcafonof the
Evaporation ofits Spirits, It muft be an ofthe Natiu
ral faculty and the Vegetative Soul,which cannot be aporo-

Sf Mane? ** AtpnrtSpirit, not combed

product are plain or pcfetivt Proef, Hther from Scripture, or 7r«
Keafin, to deaonfirate any part thereof to be truely Mull o
wicked, ontly they like one way better than another | woiiddi
fire your Sentimntsywbether Schifm ( whichis an Antkmiin
dmfion, or Separation among tht Members of the trueChurch
wktie bofb. [ides prrftfs aU the farme meffa-ry and Fundamenti
Poms.) bag® n King contrary to that univer-
iv' commanded, mether (Ifay) this

Anfw. AsourLawdefign'd to Patronize Mpi«hcrt
foit wont excufc any hereafter: It's intentiDu is good;
but it perfons make uleof it toill ends, they will be an+

Schifmswill be,
whether the Uw is filentor not they were before Tolc-

mion tor Liberty of Confcicncc, and theyarc no mere

Churchof E//*/.iarfaiid Frei™frrww,being nearer an uni-

S w afccrNirds put into Witing,

) ) k ‘eccording totht
Agjment. Mb Parties Sign and Seal it: Afterwards this
n is advis'd, thatbemaya

tk Sense (atleafiin

forRef A i It ™ others
~nsanafciDeaierbyhisVarfe,cr
Cunning, fhall obtain the Sentence of the Court in favour ef
i A Circumvtnemisp sit
AP L Afpwfi»«, without Refiitution?
No; Rcftitunon ia Cafeof Injury to our Ncieh-

] . thioaelydcmonftra-
tionof the Sincenty of fuch Repentance: Nay further, with-

S'd NG5 AR SarisfNion to thein-

Stos Rc™nttnee, either for that,or
rlric repent of Injuring my Neighbour, and
'nd is a ContradiftioD,
A~nrl i ? certainly Damnable as ten; Tte

Cifcumflances,and his duty it,

N his Advice
he ought tocaulc a Refiitutuin, or at leaft do all that liesin
his power 10 order to Reftitution.

~ocrafiti that reitherjhould

AWV

ATLPI kth living | rora

oreof the perfins u frmet married to mother, pray anfwer
f thrp IrfizZ n .

1ZrZi 7 nn * v

xxroan] = ftw ObligatioDS always im-

* cannot bargain with perfons whether

" here an Obligation

ISvoid on the other hand; as in this Inftance, | give my
Eftecra, Love, for yours, my Obligation is only tb
you, but you difown, and cancel it by wking away the
Condition on yewr part, and if canccird, | am at liberty
again— Bullet the c{ f~ch Vowstakb
heed what they do, for they will certainly be met with
either hereorjiereafter.---—-- Ifitbe obje~d the Obit-
pnon wasrafti, unadvifed, we anfwer, Care/hou’d

have been taken before-hand in matters of fo great con-
fcquence.

Queft. 16. What u Solidity >

Anfw. A cipfi connexion of Material particulars, ufually
fpeakmg i "Nt in ftriftncls of fpeech’tis a Continuity ef
ll;/leét_tg, as Glafs and all Diaphanous or Tranlpareot
odies.
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