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Q ueft. I .  A nim A l is the mofiV V happy o f  all the Creation?
Anfrr. Before this (Seftion can be re- 

folv’d, we muft agree wHat happinefs iŝ  and 
then examine the Creation, which comes near- 
eft to that happinefsithere might be brought 
very plaufible Arguments for the happinefs 
of Many Creatures before Man, if the ah'- 

ftnee o f  E v i l  determined happinefs, or prefence 
of feme frtiall Good. Our Anfwer is this. 
That, happinefs muft confiH- in A 6Hon, and 
therefore a Creature which afts moll- perfe l̂y 
is mofl happy, which is a good Man 5 but if 
we take M ankind in G en eral, tliac they all 
are either more happy, or more miferable 
than all other Creatures whatever.

Queft. 2. l^hat is the difference between 
Subfiance and Body ?

A nfw . So much as is betwixt Subftance 
and Subftance, or Body and Body.

Queft. 3. hl'hat is the Cassfe o f  the (Variation 
of the Variation o f  the Compafs ?

A nfw . As to the Variation of the Com- 
paft, I hope ’tis fully and plainly refolved in 
K  3.— iV. 4.—  J^4>—  vU. The different 
Situation or Pofition of the E a rth  amongB 
the Seas. W e cannot ŵ ell tell what the Que- 
rift means by thf f^ariationof the f^ariation 
of the Compafs, unlefs who it was that or­
der'd this Situation at firft; if fb, our anfwer 
is, H e  that gave him the fa cu lty  and p^wer o f  
as^ng this f^ e fiio n  •, the Other Queftion f^nt 
with thefe three,muft have no other anfwer 
but filcnce.

Queft. 3. Whether the condemning a T h ief 
to fame certain Drudgery or Slavery fo r  their 
lives, or fo r  a limited, time according to their 
Crime, as in Holland and other places to the 
Callies and M in es, w oud not be an effeSlual 
Afirightm ent to others, it  being a U fiiug one, 
vehen thefpeedy lofs o f  their lives, being fpeedy 
and tranfitory, is not fo  terrible ? and whether 
this Kingdom might not receive advantage by 
their labours^ and their own Soul an opportunity 
and fpace o f  Repentance ?

Anfw. Coiifidering the frame of tliefe un­
thinking W retches, the benefit of Afflidiion 
to little Souls., who are ftrangers to Pvcforr 
nation by Gratitude, and the advantage to 
the Publick by their L abours; ’tis our Opi­
nion ftho’ we pretend not to inftrudf the 
M agifirate) that ’cis the moft proper Method 
that can be taken.

Queft. 4. 1  defire your Opinion what Book, 
^you won d advife me to fo r  my private Devo­

tions, as being a fingleperfon.
A nfw . \Vliat fo many great and good men 

nave been concern'd in the Conipofing, viz.. 
me Liturgy o f  the Church o f  England—  if the 
l*aoours of one man, then Dr. Taylors Com- 
PO lures, The whole D u ty o fM a n ,

Q iie li' 5- Image ought v e t o  form  o f

God in-our M in d s, or whether any when we praf 
to him, or at any other time ?

A n fw . The Church of Rome (in Sc. Veters 
Church at Rome) has prefumptuoully con- 
iradit^ed the exprels Command of the Su­
preme D ^ ty, in making the Image of an O/  ̂
Grave Man as a repretencative of God. If  
fuch an imitation had not been the breach 
of an exprefs Command, there cannot be 
found an zd  of a greater folly and ignorance 
througliout the vvhole Uiitverfe. How can 
Finite Creatures have an Una o f  an Infinite 
Being ? how can matter include im m dteridity, 
of a circumfcfipcible Image imitate a Bein^ 
that is every where*ac once? If we coud 
not difeern fuch a weaknefs by natural 
Reafon, the Sacred W rit would inform us 
C o d  is a Spirit, and they that worjhip him mufi 
worfhip him in Spirit and -in T ruth. Again—— 
He that comech to God, muft believe chat 
T ic  u ,  See. viz,, an unfucceftive Being inex' 
preffible by paft or to come, but always the 
fame, agreeable to another Text, Before 
Abraham was 1 am. Which word tlie Ar­
rians with all their evafions know not whac 
to make of when 'tis brought to prove the 
Eternity of our Saviours Godhead.

Queft. 6, One married to a M an by the  
Law s o f  the L a n d , but not by the Law s o f  G od  
and N a tu re, as jhe thinks, and one who is  o f  a  
temper fo  rigid as to abufe and beat her, and is  
alfo guilty o f  all manner o f  debauchery, query, 
whether it  be fin  fo r  her to leave him or not ?

Anfw. He that retains not one E a r  for 
theaccufedis unjuft j but upon a fuppofi- 
tion of Abufes, Debauchery, 5cc. the faft if 
prov’d to be matter of fad, is fufficienc 
caufe to be divorced from  B ed  and Boards, 
but the Law allows no fecond Marriages 
vfhilft either party lives.

Queft. 7* A  young M an not long fince mar­
ried one who had all the .Qualifications end  
Charms a man coud wifh or defire to enjoy, but 
Tyrant D ea th , a refpeSler o f  neither A g e  nor 
S e x , deprived him o f  her in a few  months', que­
ry, having fu ch  a G uft o f  the C reatefi, and no­
thing but the Sweets o f  Love, whether it is as 

j r e a t  a vertue to live finglc ever after, as i f  be­
fore he had devoted him felf to aCoelihacy, pro­
vided he had the g ift ofC ontinency? or whe­
ther one is not as difficult as the other ?

A nfw , TheQyerift fpeaks extreamly fefl- 
fible of tl^t melting, languifhing Pafiisn, but 
withal a little unintelligible,wftch is as par­
donable to any under thefe Circumftaaces, 
as little  Apifh  tricks are to Children. ’Tis 
not a vertue to live either fingleor married, b u t  
*tis a vertue to live weS in either ftate ■, if ei­
ther way of living has more advantagb for 
vertuoils adions, \is  the fingje (  generally ) 
w h er e  th e  Thorn in the fkfij is abfeflc 5 aatl 
’tis the fame thing after Marriage as before,

if
Ayuntamiento de Madrid



if it be poflible to come into the fame Cir- 
cumftances again as to the concerns of the 
World. As'to tht latter part of the 
fiioft, we believe 'cis harder to refrain In- 
cowfwewj/after enjoyment chan before, be- 
caufe lî bics (good or badJ are hard to be 
broke, cho’ poffible.

Qyeft. 7. Whether good mens Souls after 
their departure henae enter immediately into 
H e a v e n e n jo y  the ]^^atifck f î/iony orrefiin  
fome other place^et happy enough till the reuniting 
o f Soul and Body at the lafl and glorious day ?

jinfw. That Text— ^od having rejerved 
fome better thing for usy that they without us 
jl)Qud not be made perfeSl^ plainly (hews, that 
the fulnefsof Joy is referved till t\\tlajl day. 
But to give the defcription of fome deter- 
minate for its refidence till then, is but la­
bour in vain, whiUt we are alive and know 
certainly by the manner ofaSHon, that fuch a 
Soul has a relation to, and dependance up­
on fuch a particular Body, yet to fay the 
manner-how, is only fit for the Language of 
Spirits, or Glorified Bodies: The neareft an- 
fwer that we can give, is, let the Queftion 
alone til! you come into another World, and 
then you ihall not .need to ask, but will 
know your felf. For what may be gathered 
from Scripture and Phiicfophy afout the Na­
ture of the Soul, read our former Papers, 
particularly rol.— and f̂ ol.—

Quell. 8. Whether the Souls of Studious and 
Learned Men are not more perfect in the World 
to come, than the Souls o f the Ignorant and JUi~ 
teratt^ i f  roe [uppofe’em equally pious here,

Anfw, Piety takps its efimate both from 
knowledge and praEHce, fo that there cannot 
be an equality of Piety hereof between 
Souls equally careful and induftrious here 
for the motives and manner of this care are 
different in themfelves, and, a<51 by Senti­
ments not in the ,Nature, but In the Manner. 
As for in(lance,-vtwo tperfoe  ̂go along the 
fireet, one fees loery other is
almoft blind 5 they §o the fame Jour­
ney, take the fame care o f 'pU€hes,Stones,^C’ 
but he that fees beft has a bkter profpePi of 
the Journeys end, and can go on fordinarily) 
with greater pleafure, being ifcetter able to 
avoid the inconveniences of the vvay than the 
other- I iliou*d enter into the difputs whe­
ther doing or fufering ihall have the greater 
reward hereafter ; for I am fure they«^^«- 
ceed both from one Principle, but fur§.i 
am that the liker we are to God by boib 
kttoivledge and praSlice o f Holinefs, the higher 
our preferment will be hereafter with him;' 
and I doubt riot but in fome meafure this 
difference depends upon the Improvements 
our felves make of our time in this World.

Qieft. 9. /» Dan. 5.25. inthe,Hiftory of 
BeKhazzar we have thefe words written on the 
w M lM E N E  M E N E .T E K E L  V P H ^ B S IN .  
^Tis defredyoudrefolve us Language 
they f  what their fignification ? why Daniel 
in the repetition of *em leaves out one o f the 
^ E liIE ^ s, repeating that word but once? and 
why he changes the laft word from  Upharfin 
into Peres ?

Tothefirft Query we reply; The 
w'ordsare Chaldee— But why then cou'd not

Kingread'Qm, and why did he fend for 
the Aftrologers, Southfayers and Wife men, 
promifing ’em rew-ards to read the writing, 
as well as to make known the Interpretation ? 
neither of which,tho' the Story tells us fome 
of thefe Wife men were Chaldeans, cou’d any 
of ’em do as the 8th v. informs us ? ’Tis law­
ful here to infert a probable conjeSlure of our 
own, and we think this might be becaufe it 
was W'ritcen in Hebrew which was
the Sacred Language.

To the fecond Query, The Interpretation 
of thofe words, the Hiftory fufficiencly un­
folds em,and there’s no need of repeating ir.,

To the third—  Why Daniel omitted om 
the Mene's— wean[wer,herepeated both,v,z^, 
tho' he interprets but one, v. 26. The reafon 
of which was, becaufe they both being the 
fame words, had the fame fignification, being
only repeated the more vehemently and/o- 
lemnly to afirm the things, 3S is Common in 
all Unguages. Thus the -AiBiv, and our
^srily Verily,

To the laft— Why Pwwinftead oWphar- 
• pn f  W e are apt to believe the word Peres 

maybe falfly pointed in the Copy, and fo ill 
render’d in our Tranfation, the fame Letters 
with different Points making Pharos, as the 
Latines have it, or Thares, Ss the Seventy, 
which indeed thefe laft ufe in both places. 
Now there’s no more difference between 
Phares and Vpharfn, than between the fin- 
^ la ra n d  the plural of the fame word--which 
has a double fignification. It’s taken both for 
a thing abrupt^roken or divided^s Bel(haiz.ars 
Kingdom foon after was 5 and alfo for the 
Perfians who dividedlt, whom the Chaldeans 
call in their Language Phars, or Pharos, to
wfram there is mo^c than an AUufm in the word. Nay, 
Pli^  tclh us that ttic Perfuuis vverc o f old call’d Pharuji, 
which by the cafie cranf^fitionof cneLmerii the ftme 
with Z/pharf, and both thefe fenfes the Divine Interpreter 
clearly and fuccindly comprizes in his rcfolution thereof. 
Thy Kingdom, fays he, is diiidtd, and given to the 
Mtdts and Ptrjians.

. Qiicft. 10. IPhat an ve to ^fuch as an born with
Cawls about thtir Huds^

Anfrv. Some wou’d perfwade us that they are not fo 
fubjeft to the Miferics & Calamities o f Humanity as other 
perfoDS, and that fome fpecia! Privilcdgcs arc denyed 
the reft of Mankind which they enjoy j to this end they 
infinuatethe Hiftory of Antoninus, fitntmed Diaduminus 
related by Lampridius, who being born with fiich a 
Coif, did afterwards come to the Soveraigti Dignity o f the 
Empin, in the management whereof all things fucceeded 
according to his wifhes. Advocates io anticnc times ulii- 
ally made ufe thereof to gain reputation in their Pubiwi 
Pleadings,zad to that end were in fee with Midwives, who 
knowingthe excellency o f foch a Coif, fold it at a very 
dear rate. Some have had. the vanity to believe, that fuch 

■ ifjiave comc.with this Coif into the World, were toex- 
piftal! good fortune, even fo far as to hccomcinvulnerabU, 
provided they be always careful to carry it about 'em. 
Nay, i f  it fhou'd by chance be foft, or furreptiiioufly taken 
away, the benefit of it would be transferr’d to the party 
that found it. Put we believe no fuch Corrcfpondcnccs 
betwixt the aaions of Human Life, and that Shirt; bc- 
caufc,if fo,the ordinary difpenfations of Providence wou’d 
be fruftrate, and many aftions, which according to their. 
tendencies wou’d be inverted, and confequently a coofo* 
lion in the fettled Chain of Natural Oufes. This Opinion 
was fo ftrongly rooted in the Primitive Ages Perfuafion 
that St. Cbryfoftoni in fcveral of his Homilies fpeaks agaioft 
fuch as made ufe thereof to gain Eftccm, particularly one 
Pratus a Oergy-raan, being defirous to be fortunate, 
bought foch a'0 )if of a Midwife, which was very highly 
cenfur'd, as Balfamn affirms in his Commentaries upon 
the Canons of the Apoftles. In fhorr, we believe neither 
fortunate or unfortunate.
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