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TheAthenian Mercury.

Queft. I. A\/ V DavidV heart fmote
hi

m when he had cut off’
the Skirt of Saur™ Rayment ?

jinfw. Becaufe -civas afort 6fLa;fe-Maje-
fly; and a Violation of that refped he ought
to have had for a King who .was immediately
deftgnd and anointed by God. The Rabbies
fay, That the reafon of his being ftruck Pa-
ralytical in his old Age was for aPunipment
tothis Crime.

Queft. 2. Why did tkje Lord commend the
Vnjufi Steward ?

Jnfw. He commended him not for his
hjuftice but his Wifdom, as to this World.,
thereby to provoke true Chriftians to imi-
tate him in what was good, namely fecuring
thtfutare, and making themfelves Friends
of the unrighteoM Mammon.

Queft. 2. Themeaningqgf theSth o/Rom.
21,227

Jnfw - See thisbefore refolv'd in the Que-
IHon of the Millennium.

Cheft. 4. Woi the Fall of Adam onthe day
ofhisCreationor how long after ?

jinfw. It'sfaid indeed, .That“ Man being

. in Honour continudnot. Whence fome WOUa

argue that Adam fell on the very day of his
Creation.— But we think very far from the
purpofe, for neither are we fure that this
Text refers to theFall of Man, though we
confefs that's a probable Interpretation, nor
does that Expreffion Ccontinues not! note
any certain Time, fince he might ftand both
Days and Years before his Fall,and yet that
be true enough that he did not continue in his
Reftitude or Honour. And indeed on con-
fidering the Hiftory™ we are inclined to be®
lieveourFirft Parents did not Fall on the
very day oftheir Creation.— Becaufe Paradife
or Eden leems to be form’'d after Adam—
Gen. 2.-y.8.—after God had formed Man
out of the Duft of the Ground, it's added—
“ and the Lord God planted a Garden Eaft-
“ward in Eden, and there he put the Man
“whom he had formed— agreeable to the
Tradition of the Rabbies.— * That Pa-
'‘“radife was one of the Thingswhich God
form'd after the Creation of the World.—
againin the 15th, ** And the Lord God
took the Man and put him into the Gar-
“denof Eden to drefsit and to keep it.—
Then fucceeded God'’s giving him the Com-
mand of Obedience— after which we are
jure he w”sfome time alone, which God faid,
twas not good for him to be, though how
long we know not. Then every Beaft of the
Field and Fowl of the Air, viz. One ofeve-
ry fort, feem to be form’d anew by God
when they were brought to Adoj~znd in-
deed it feems not the firft comntHCreation
here defcnbed, for here every Fo™'l of the
aswell as every Beaft of the Field are
rormd out of the Ground, whereas Gen, i,

« Waters brought forth
the Fowl—and fuppoling this, thatan In-

dividual of every.Species were created in
the fight of Adam, it would have been a
new and a ftrong Argument to move him
to adore the Wifdom and Power ofthe Cre-
and to keep him in his Obedience.
And indeed it’s pretty evident that the other
Furniture of Paradife was made after this
manner— V.8, & 9. “ God, himfelf,
planted a Garden—out of the Ground the
Lord God made to grow every Tree that
“is pleafant to the Sight,& good for Food -
Nay, among the reft the Tree of Life and
x Knowledge, which in all pro-
bability, were of adifterent Species from
ocher Trees— This however we are fure
of, that Adam named all the Creatures, all
Beafts and Fowl at leaft, when theywere
brought to him by God— and that with
Frames fo "ppo/ite to their Natures; for we
foppofe the Hebrew-Language to be the
Original, that they appear not a hafty work,
nor indeed is the Number of'emfo fmall
thatit cou’'d be very quickly fini/n'd. After
all tn\s Adam was caft into a Sleep, and his
Rib turnd into a Woman—with whom ’tis
not likely he would part the Firft day, un~
lels he wasa very unkind Husband— Nor
Was it till (he parted with him that the De-
vil metand reduced lier,nor did he immedi-
nately prevail— and then flie muft take up
feme time to find Adam, after whofe Eat-
ing,they few’d Fig-leaves together and made
themfelves Aprons— and then, when God
had expoftulaced both with them and the
Serpent, theywere turned out of All
thefe great Incidents 'tis not very probable
iliou d be difpatdi’d in fb little a time asonp
Day , and therefore we rather incline to
think Adam ftood longer— But how long
Is an unreafonable C”efeion, fince no Mor-
tal man can be certain concerning it.
Qejeft. 4* Whether the firfi v. of the firfi
Chap, of Ckn. beent a fufficient Confutation of

all Atheifls— thefirfi of the fecond of all Sad-
duces f

Anfw. To anerrant Atheift, the firft can
be no Confutation, for he denies the Sup-
pofiaon on which the Authority of the
Saipturesis founded, namely, the being of
a God—for if he dares fay there is no-God,
he neceflarily concludes this”snot his word,
nor any thing elfe—To one who believes a
God, and pretends to believe the Scriptures,
tis indeed a Confutation of his Atheifm,buc
he needs it not. But we fuppoft the Que-
rift may take Atheifts in a more laxe-ftnce,
for thofe who pretend they owna God, and
believe the Scriptures, or at leaft dare not
for ftiame publickly deny 'em , but yet be-
lieve the Eternity of the World, or atleaft
the Eternity of Matter, winch is much the

fame—



fame— And to theCe we think indeed the
firft of Gwe//is an unanfwerable Confuta-
tion, and have endeavour'd in a former Pa-
per to make it good againft’em from the
word rna, & the others In the Context. For
the firfcof the ad’'s being a Confutation of
theSadduces— W e fuppole’'tis meant that
opinion of theirs’ which denies any Angels
or Spirits— The Creation of whom the
Quierift thinks isprov’d from thofe words—
“ Thus the Heaven and the Earth were fi-
“ niihhd,and all the Hofi of’em,in which Hoft
fuppofes are included the Angels—
This wc take to be the ftrength of hisArgu-
ment. For the llkiftration or Confirmation
whereofwe can produce more thanoneText,
wherein by this or Hoft, are certainly
meant the Angels. That in the Hiftory of
“habznd Micaiah”™ 1 Kings 22.20 (repeat-
ed in Chron.) “ | faw the Lord fitting Ol
“« his Throne , and all the Hofi of Heaven
" ftanding by him. And Neh.g.6. Thou
haft made Heaven the Heaveo of Heavens
“ with all their Hoft— The Earth and all
‘things that are therein— And tl ou pre-
“ fervefc them all, and the Hofi rf Heaven
worfliippeth thee- ANnd Luk-2.1~. There
“was with the Angel a Multitude of the
“ Heavenly Hofi— or the HoB Of Heaven
“ Praifing God— -Thus we have brought
all the Light to this opinion that we can,
being unwilling to weaken any Argument
which any may think rends to theMabliili-
irent of Religion, tho we here defire to
keep our own private opinion to our
felves.

Qu. y. In Tohat Tt'ar was it that Cyrcnius
mniionedby St.hvikt Cap. 2. wm Governor
of Syria ?

Anfxo. The Queftion is coo loofe— We
ought to have known after what >Fra or
Computation of time he asks the Year. Rut
however wee’ll anfiver it as large as we
can He was Governor of NT/~when the
Taxing or Enrollment of all the World,
1t All the Roman Empire was
commanded by AugHflta™ in the fame Year
that our Saviour was Born— and chat was as
Hiltonans inform us, in rhe Year of the
World 3970. In rlie Third Year of the
134th Olympiad, in the 42th Year of An.
gafw, andthe34thofThetruthof
which Allegation is alfo plain from the Hi-
toy of Jofcphus, Lib. 18. Anti~. Judaic.

fays he, who had both enjoy'd
the Jonfulitiip and ocher Dignities was
lent by Cafar with a fmall Train into Syria
to Cefs, or Tax the People.

Quel!. 6. Why was Bethlehem appointedfor
our SaviOHrs Btrsh.,rather than any other Place |

AnM” Whatever place had been appoint-
ed for hisBirth.che fulfilling of the Prophe-
fis woud hayediredfed the People where
to have found him—But there may be forme
particular Reafons why he fiilou'd be Born
at that place rather than another ~ becaule
twas the Town of David, the place where
Jefetv'dy and David wzs Bornj and where
coud be a more proper place for tlie Stem of

LO NDon,

Printed for J. Dumn,

Jedfcj and him who Was both the Boot and
Offspring of Davu~ to make his firft appea-
rance in the World ? But there may be yet
a Myftery in the very Name of the place—
Bethlehem, which, if we mifiake not, fig-
nifies “ The Houfer ofBread., and where then
coud be a fitter Birth-place for him who
was the true Breadfrom Heaven.?

Queft- 7. In what fence that Text is to be
takpn, Gen. 49*— The Scepter flsall not depart
from Juda , nor a Lawgiver from between his
Feet until Shiloh come™ and to him (hallthe ga®
thering of the People be ? And whether or no
was it fulfilled when Herod came to the Crown
of Judea ?

Anfw. We think it, notwithfianding all
the Subterfuges of the Jews, a plain Prophe-
lie of our Saviour’s coming, and a Land-
mark whereby any but rhe hardened Jews
might have known it.— “ The Scepterfliall
« not depart from fuda.- the Royal En-

ligns and Authority— nor a Lawgiver &c

partly exegecial of the former Expreffioni

A L . Power and Soveraign
N Authority are infeparable— The meaning
ISno more than that neither fhou'd their

Line lofe the Kingdom , nor want an Heir
to till the Throne— Until sbilok come—

aword which fignifieth, sent— He that was
theMefliah, to which it exactly
anfwers— The Scepter was not to depart
from till this promis’d Prince fiiou'd
C9me— Therefore when it did pafs from
mm,they might befure this shiloh was

And pafs from ’'emit did, nay from the
whole race of the Jews, in the Reign and

oiHerod— whofe Father, as Jofe~
ph~ writes was an Edomite, and his Mo-

Cher an Arabian, and who therefore by fome
o”isFlacterers was cry’d up as this promifed

as foalifhly attributes

T ‘Jacobfin in getting

No certainly, becaufe 'twas but to

Wl L. Gt e

making good whatever of’em was lofr as
he flid from

rhauWws  2A'“'*N.unanfverable Argument
tnat this pradice of his was no fin, becaufe

{HQHHJ 'iHlTnMg was order d by God, Vg}v?‘ﬁs

“m.." " TA -Ahgel of God fpakc unto
“ Rams-arering-
“ ften afl andgrizled, fori have

improbable
that might learn the Art of the Rods;
h S W e" extrSaTy

before the Sheep before they wou’'d have
young ike em at leafr all the Ccattle cou'd

frl'd dofe
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