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T he Athenian Mercury.

Queft. iJ"JH AT we are to thinks of Jofe-
phus his Tefimony of our Sa®
viouYy whether geauine or no ?

Anfw. We ne're yet could fee any con-
vincing reafon to believe it ocherwife. ’'Tis
found in his i*"ihUDb.Cap. 6. “ About this
“ time, fays he, there wasone Jefus, a wife
“man, if it be lawful to call him a man,
““who wrought Miracles, and taught them
“ who embraced the Truth witfi gladnefs.4
“ — He had many followers, both Jews and
“ Gentiles; the fame was Chrift.------ And
* tho' Pilate by the Judgment of our Elders
‘ delivered him to be Crucified, yet he
had thofe which from the beginning lo-
ved him. He appeared unto them alive
“ the third day after his fuffering, as was
“ fore-told by the holy Prophets. Not only
“ thefe, but innumerable more wondrous
“ things are reported of him 5 and even to

this day the Chriftians encreafe who took
“ their name from him.— Thus far he, and
let never any more ask the Queftion— why
Jofephm took no notice of our Saviours Ap-
pearance, RefurretSion and Miracles, ( Fid.

----- 1) when he actually does take no-
tice of *em, and that in fo noble and auguft
a manner as we have recited. Nor wants
there the moft probable Arguments to
prove this pafTage genuine. Jofephas was a
curious and careful Hiftorian, he omits not
the leaft paflrages,much lefswas he likely to
do what wou a make fo much noife as this.
He takes notice of John the Baptift, who
was but our Saviours fore-runner, and bore
witnefs of him—giving an account of his
Birth, Preaching, Baptifm, Enemies, Impri-
fonment, Death, and even the ends of his
Perfecutors. Befides, had he not been at leaft
well-afFe(fted to the Chriftian Religion, and
therefore likely to write at that rate; how
comes he not once to fpeak ill of it thro’ouc
all his Works, which the Jews were feldom
very fparing ofdoing? Again,quotes
at large this very paftage in his firft Book
and 12 Chap. (according to Hanmers divi-
lion] and after mentioning it, glories in
it—" What fliifc or refuge, fays he, have
“ thofe impudent perfons who have forged
“ Writings out of their own Brains contra-
“ ry to thefe paffages ? Is it likely he wou'd
talk of others Forgery, had he not been fe-
cure that what he himfelf produced was
fincere and genuine ? Befides, tho' we deny
not that fome forged Pieces might even by
this time be (pread about tlie Church, or
at leaft Tuch as were attributed to thofe
who were none of their Authors; and tho’
fome things might be ftruck out of the Fa-
diers, which might not pleafe thofe who
fucceeded 'em ; yet there cannot Inftances
be fo eafiiy given of things added unto 'em
10 early— at leaft this feems not feazible'in

the Writings of Jofephm, who had given fo
many Copies abroad, as he himfelf tells us,
and whofe Book it ftlf was placed among
the Emperors in the Publick Library.---—---
Befides, had any fuch thing been done,wou'd"
not the Jews or Heathens have loudly re-
claim'd againft the Chriftians for fuch a
Forgery, or at leaft againft Eufebius for
making ufe on't, efpedally when he gives
them 1o fair an occafion, and which in a
manner defies’emall todo it ?

Queft. 2. Our Saviour afeended corp>ovflily.
into Heaveu. “Tisfaid no fiejh fhaU fee God—
How do thefe agree ?

Anfw. This is fo frivolous a doubt, that
were it not for the (“erifts importunity,
we ftioud not think it wortli an Anfwer.
It's no where laid, no flelh lliall fee God—
But no man lhall fee my Face and live— yet
we hope after Death the Juft Ihall fee the
Face of God, and their Bodies as well as
Souls lhall be in Heaven. There's a place
indeed fomewnhat like what the Querift al-
ledges, which we are apt to believe he in-
deed intended— ’'Tis that ™ Cor. 15. Flefti
and Blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of
God—That is, the Body of manr in fuch a
ftate as 'tis now, cannot enter into Glory—
but 'tis added— we fliall be changed into
Angelicam fubfantiam”~dS TertuUian calls it—
we lhall be made like to Angels—nay, our
vile Bodies lhall be like the do”ious Body
of Chrift.

Queft. 3. JVhat's the meaning of that Text,
Matth. 26. ip. But I fay untoyou., | will not
drinkhenceforth of thefruit of the hne, until
that day when | drink it new with you in my
Fathers Kingdom i *

Anfw. W e dare not, tho' fome have been
of that mind, interpret this of the Time of
the MUemium” left the conceit Ihou'd feem
too grofs, tho' we are fare that Angels have
eat and drunk with men , nay our Saviour
did as much after his Refurre<ftion. And
indeed to that eating and drinking of his we
are more inclin'd to refer this Refolution”thm
to any other 5 namely, either that with the
Travellers at Emmaiu, which fome of the
Fathers underftand to have been a Sacramen-
tal Feaftj however, its probable enough
they had the Fruit of the Vine, or Wine
there, which was the ordinary drink of the
Country. Now the time after our Saviours
Refurredtion, when the great work ofmans
Redemption was accomplilht, is fometimes
call'd in the Scriptures the Kingdom of God,
or the Kingdom of Heaven- Repent yf,fays
St- John Bapt. for the Kingdom of Heaven is
at hand, namely,the Times of the Mejfiah, and
Jofeph is laid to be one that Waited for the
Kingdom ofGod, Now that tliis is the fenle
thereof, and that our Saviour here refers to
his future eating and drinking with his D if



ciples after his Refurredion, \ve think Is
pretty plain, from what we find in the fame
Hifiory as related by 22.from
V. 16. to iS. “ | fay untoyou, I will not eat
“ any more thereof fof this Pafibvet-} until

it be fulfilled in the Kingdom of God *
which feems to bear the fame fenfe with
what follows— “ I will not drink of the
A Fruit of the Vine until the Kingdom of
“ God fliall come. He wou'd not eat the
Pallbver until fulfilled,thu is,compleat-
~d, the Prophetical Type in the great Anti-
type, Clirift our Pafover, Who. being once
offered for us, fulfilled that and other parts
of the Typical Ceremonial Law— after
which he eat the Paflbvcr again, thatjs the
Ld’s Supper inflituted in its room”which we
ought not to believe he tarried fo long as
forty days with the Difctples without once
celebrating 5 and accordingly did partake of
the *me aswell as the Bread, and thus drink
It anew with them in his Fathers Kingdom—
which he refus'd to do at his laft Supper,
becaufe he w'as approaching ro the lowefi
Degree of his Exinaniiion, his Agonies in
the Garden, when his Soul was exceeding
forrowful even to Death, as well as his Paf-
fion , which foon after fucceeded------
And here at lealt we may have room for
a Query, tho we lay not much ftrefs upon’t
— Whether when the Souldiers gave him
upon the Crofs Wine mingled with Myrrh,
which when he had tailed thereof, he re-
fufed to drink, whether the realon of fuch
his refufal was not this Promife*— “ That
“ he would not drink of the Fruit of the
“ Vine, till he drunk it in his Fathers King-
“ dom. We are not ignorant that feveral
other rcafons are alledged for it 5 but this
may appear as probable as any.

Queft. 4* Whether it were afin in Jacob
to defraud his Brother of the Blejfing ?

1"nfw. Had he only defired old Ifaacs
Blefling, or had he got it by fair means,
without repeated Lies, we think he had

1 done nothing but what was lawful,nay com-
mendable. f urther had he defired the

fing of the Pirfi horn, this wc alfo think he
might lawfully have done, and obtained it
too, becaufe he had fometime before fairly
purchafed the Birth right Brother Efau,
So that he did not fo properly defraud Efau,
as Efau whaud have defrauded him, had he
enjoyed the Bleffing, which was a fort of
a perquifite to the Birth-right, and was
therefore by Efau formally renounced to-
gether with it, and fold for a Mefs of Pot-
tage to Jacob. Our Judgment then is, That
Jacob fimed not in getting the Blelfmg it
felf, tho’ he did in the manner of his getting
It, and making ufe of Lies to obtain it.

Queib 5. Jefie isfaid to have eight Sons, in

Sam. 16. ftven,in i Chron. 2.

‘'ow do you make this agree Scc.

Anf Very eafily* tho' he had not only
eight, butin all eleven Sons mentioned in
Samuel, and but feven in the Chronicles, it's
plain he liad eleven when Samuel came to
view' 'em5 for he made Eliab, Abinadab and

Shamma firfl to pafs before him. Again, he
made feven of hisSons pafs before him,z/.io,
and after all the youngefi, David, was fetch-
ed from the Field, who made up their num-
ber — But if he had never fo many
more, they might all die, asfome of’em, no
doubt, did before their Fatherj and there-
fore Four of 'em being deceas'd, and that
probably without Name or Iffue, the other
lurviving, feven are only enrolled in the
Chronicles, and their names tranl'mitted to
Pofterity.

Queft. 6. Wherein conftfted David Sfin, in
numbring the People ?

Anfw. Some think 'twas in that he there-
by feemed to attempt the felfifying or con-
tradidion of God’s Promife, who had feid,
they ibould beas the Sea Ihore inuumerable.
— But chat feems but a figurative expref-
fion i and befides, they were adually num-
berd both when they came out of Egypt,zod
at the forty years end, as well as ar their re-
turn from the Paptivicy, and other times
befides, as we fhall anon prove. Another
realbn which isgiven for't is—that his fin
was Pride, and that being now with his
People in a flourilning condition, his mind
was too much elated, and thereupon to feed
that humour more, he refolved to have
the number of his People. But it miglit be
aswell from a Political Reafon, to know
the llrength of his People ~ or ifa little va-
nity might be mixt with it, it hardly feems
to deferve fo fevere a punilhmenc j or ifit
had, how could the People be jufily punifli-
ed for David's fin ?— It mufl: then confift in
fomewhat wherein the People might be
partakers with him, and this die Devil
knew, who therefore flood up againfl Ifrael,
and provoked I™avid to number em,i Chrom
21, r. And thisJoab plainly intimates, v. 3.
“ Why doth my Lord 'sequire this thing?—
Why will he be a Caufe of Trefpafs in if ad?
Now what this Trefpafs was which David
caus'd'em to commit, we may have a fair
euefs from the lothoiExodus v.12 “ Wlien
~thoutakeft the fum of the children of
“ Jfrad after their number, then liiall they
‘“ give every man a Ranfom for his Soul
unto the Lord when thou numbreft themi
— that there be no J*lagut amongfl them
“ when thou numbrefi them. Hence we
learn evidently— that if the Children of If--
rael were number d without paying this Ban-
fom, a Mague wou'd follow. We are fure
now that they were number d,znd that a Plague
did follow', therefore we may very flrongly
infer, that it was for* want of this Ranfom,
which cither David did not require 'em to
pay, the Friefts being rich, and the Temple
not yet built,or the hafte of the work would
not permit 'em to do it, which feems to be
ahidden motion rais'd in bis mind by the
Adverfary, and as fuddenly imparted to Jo'
ab , who with the Rulers of the People only
was commanded to number ifrael,no mention
being made of the who wasprf-
fent when they were firfl number'd by Mofes
in the Wildernefs,





