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The Atheniaa Mercury.
Queft. l > \ T \ T H e t k e r  Peter or Paul, or V V any of the Jpoftles did ufe 
i^otes in their Treaching ?

Anfit. No, nor Bihles neither to put their 
Notes in, that ever we heard of. They had 
not fo much as Text̂ , as we fee by moft, if 
not all their 5<rwonj recordcd.in the Scrip­
tures. They had no Pulpitsy nor feveral other 
things in ufe among us 5 but what confe- 
quenctcan bedraw'n from all this ?“ thefc 
being only fuch Circnmfiances as enter not at 
all into the nature of the Thing; Such Notes 
as we have, they cou’d not probably have, 
our way of writing being not then, at leaft 
not fo commonly in famion. Fol* Zechary  ̂
when he wou’d exprefe his mind, askt not 
for Pen. lek  ̂ and Paper, but for a Writing- 
Table, tho’ it’s true the other way too^was 
fometimes ufed. But as the Apoftles ufcd 
no Notes, fo neither did they ftudy their 
Sermons bcfore-hand, nor needed they do it, 
the G ift of Preaching being one of thofe 

or miracHlQtu Gifts at that time be­
llowed upon the Church of God. As we 
may learn from 2 Cor. 12. 28. “ AndGod 
“  hath fet fome in the Church ,firft Apoftles, 
“ fccondarily Prophets, thirdly Tearchers, af- 
“  ter that Miracles, then gifts of healing,
“  Are all Apoftles? are all Prophets? are all 
Teachers ?—  As. for Notes or no Notes, at 
prefent it may not be unentertaining to dif- 
courfe a little further, tho’ beyond the Qqe- 
ftion, in reference to the prefent Cuftom of 
the Nation. ’Tis known that otir Minifters 
began to write their Sermons firfc alx)ut the 
time of the Reformation, when their Ene­
mies accufed'em for Preaching feditioufly, 
for which reafon they penn’d down all that 
they l̂poke, to produce their Notes if there 
ftiou’dbe occafion, to witnelsfor’emagainfc 
the Calumnies of their Enemies. And find­
ing this to be an advantage unto ’em, as to 
the clofenels of their difcourfes, and more 
corretS expreifion, they have ever fince con­
tinu’d it, and that to fo good puiyofc, that 
unlefs we extremely flatter our lelves, the 
Englilh-Scnnons are now the beft in the 
World. But there are different ways of 
ufmg Notes in Preaching. To have ’em in 
the Pulpit fpr an alliftance to die memory, 
which he that comes without maft be a bold 
”tan 5 or to ufe ’em altogether without at 
all trufringto the memory: And here we 
acknowledge a Sermon generally appears 
with much more Life when the Preachers 
Eye is not chain’d to his Book; and the 
cuftom of thus Preaching making rlie thing 
in time much more eafie than at firft it ap- 
wars.— But then on the contrary, to get all 
by heart word for word is a great flavery, 
and befides,* takes uff fo much time from 
ocher Studies, that weque(tjon whether it 
be always worth the while to do it. Upon

the whole, tho’ the common people wou’d 
never think St. Tmd himfelfpreachi a good 
Sermon, unlefs, as fome o f’em call it, he
read it every word without Book }̂ yet all
thofe who are worth pleafing, had rather 
hear a piece of good fenfe and clofe difcourfe 
read to ’em out of the Pulpit, than a long 
rambling Mefs of non-fenfe without Book, 
never fo volubly tumbled over.

Queft. 2. How flsaft we know our own wicked 
Thoughis from the SuggefHons of the Devil f

Anfw. W e believe this a very difficult 
matter, if  not next to impoffible, at leaft 
always to do. Sometimes ’tis pofTible the 
Devil himfelf may be flandered in this, as 
in other matters. At others he may injedl 
fuch Thoughts as we may yet think to be 
our own 5 fo fubtle an Adverfary is he, and 
by being all Spirit, having the advantage 
and power, when permitted, to put toge­
ther fuch Images of things as bethinks beft 
and reprefent ’em to our Fancies either 
fleeping or waking, which evil Thoughts of 
his fending, are by fome judg’d to be more 
efpecially aim’d at in thofe fery Darts of 
this wicked one, mentioned in holy Writ. 
Some Divines have propofed feveral Cri- 
terions or Marks whereby to dvftinguilh 
thefe from our own. As by their fudden- 
nefs, when there can no depcndance be 
found betwixt them and any of our own 
that went before’em. By their extravagance, 
blacknefs or horridnefs, their very Linea­
ments refembling and betraying their Fa­
ther. But to be ingenuous, we hardly can 
think either of thefe, or indeed any other, 
to be any other than a probable mark, at 
leaft not an infallible one, fince wc often­
times have independent thoughts from what 
went before, or from what immediately or 
nearly preceded, the firft Link of the Chain 
Cor the original of the Tliought) being at a 
great diftance from the other, and one 
Thought, as it were, diving for a while un­
der a great heap of others, (like fome Ri­
vers, or the Moon behind a Cloudj and ri­
ling again a great way off from the place 
where cwas a: firft obfcur’d. Nor can we 
think the extravagant wickednefs of ’em 
anyfurCThgn ; for Truth tells us, that the 
heart of man it felf is defperately wicked, and 
the Devil can hardly be much worfe. But 
tho ’us difficult to difcern thefe from one 
another, tis eafie to cure both, at leaft to 
know the way of doing it, which is of much 
more  ̂concewi to tliofe who are rronbled 
with ’em, and that is~to  take the Shield of 

immediately to make an A H  of 
Faith on Jefus, to flie to him for Refuge, 
with utter detcftation of any fuch abomi­
nable Thoughts,wbencelbevcr tliey come—  
and then be it i h t  Devil, or be it Chance 
that brings it into our minds (Chance the
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Philofophcr excellently defines “  the £feB  
of Cmfes far off) It fhall beao more charged 
to our Account before Go f  than if we read 
any fuch thing in a Book , or heard it pro­
nounc’d by any other.

Queft. 5. Where u the Soul o f Mitn when he 
is in a Swoon f

Anfw. The Ballad-Singers will tell us, 
’ tis—  with Dives and Lazarus— and the 
whole Creation^  in t’other World: But Pl;i- 
lofophy afliires us, that \Vherever’tis, or 
whatever it’s doing, the Body muft know 
nothng of it, nor remember it, theSenfi- 
tiye Faculties being unufefol by the unfit- 
nefs of the Organs, and the Common-fence, 
Fancy, Memory and all Band Bill as the dif­
ferent Wheels and Motions of a Watch or 
Clock, when either the Weight’s down, or 
any great Spring or Wheel’s diforder’d. The 
Soul undoubtedly a<5is at prefentby the cor­
poreal Organs, and thofe Species, which tho’ 
we can fcarce fay they are truly material, 
yefwe know' they can’t be properly Spiri­
tual : And accordi^Iy we ai'e not like to 
remember what pafles when we are in the 
condition before-mention’d. A  remarkable 
and authentick Infiance whereof we have in 
the Maid who in the laft Age was HarigM 
at Oxford for Murdering her Baftard-Child, 
and after many Hours reviv’d agen—  who 
wa  ̂fo far from remembring what happen’d 
after ihe was feemingly Dead, that her 
Tlioughts were unravell’d further back than 
the End of her firft Life; and fhe remem­
ber’d little or nothing done or faid after Ihe 
came out of Prifon, but began agen at her 
reviving with the fame words Ihe had fpo- 
ken fome time before her Death, what 
pafs’d afterward till Ihe was turn’d over, ei­
ther not having lain long enough in her me­
mory to make any lafting Impreffion there, 
or being immediately difturb’d and blotted 
out by Fear on approaching Death. W e 
conclude then , that the Soul is Bill in the 
Body, as much as Spirit can be in Place, as 
much as it was before the Perfon firft 
fvvoon d , and remains there either as long 
as the Body is any way tenantable (which 
it may be for fome time, tho’ perhaps a 
little out of repair) or elfe, for ought we 
know, till God himfelf commands it away 
to return to him that gave it , and that as 
really and diftindily as he fends it firft into 
the Body of the Child in the Wonjb of the 
Mother.

Queft. 4. Why H air does not grow on the 
Face o f a Woman as well as a M an f

Anfw. For a refolution of this worthy 
Queftion,we muft e’en refer the curious Au­
thor on t to Arifiotles Prohkms.

Queft. y. Canyon refolve m^vehy England, 
the mofi devoM of all the Reform'd ChnrcheSy 
is  yet m f l  remifs in Pfalmodyl Why thofe 
Angelical Songs  ̂ thofe Glorious fijonts o f Tri~ 
wnph , the higheB part o f all Devotion , and 
which are to endure for ever^fiouU be perform'd 
fo  *■//-— with much left Harmony than Frophane 
Songs.—  A nd why a vile Complaifance to a 
few  remifs Perfons, ( Im U  fiill retain with US

alone  ̂ that lifelefs formal hated way of Read­
ing Line by Line, when Thoufands abhor it ?

Anfw. To give tliis honeft Zealous Que- 
rift what Satisfadtion we can ujwn thefe 
Heads—  we Anfwer,—  for our being more 
remifs in Pfalmody than others—Something 
on’t may be attributed to the Genius of our 
Nation in general—  who are not fo cheer­
ful or mufical as our Neighbours. And tho’ 
we are the Ringing/Pardon the Chyming ft 
we were never called the Singing Iftand. 
^ut there may be other Reafons, fome of 
which have been already toucht on a Quê  
ftionnot unlike this.— As the meannefsand 
miferablenefs of the Tranfiation, which our 
Church has been too bufie fince the Refor­
mation to think of altering and yet there
being no Canon for the ule oiTom^Sternhold, 
we fee no reafon befides the Tyranny of 
Cuftoni, why Mr. Futricles, or any other 
l|6od Verfioii, fhou’d not without more 
adobe made life of in aft our Churches— 
as they are already fometimes in One, not 
of the leaft in the Kingdom. But were the 
Verfion better, the which'are now fo 
well fitted to the Poetry, arc moft o f’em fuch 
w/ff ones, that Oroheus himfelf cou’d never 
make good Mufick of em. This, and the 
reading em at fuch a lame rate, tearing ’ena 
Limb from Lim b, and leaving Sence, Q -  
dency, and all at the mercy of the Clerh  
iW/f, which an old inveterate Cuftomhas 
roofed among us, firft being it s probable 
introduc d by a fort of Neceflicy, becaiife 
tew coud Read, may be part of the reafon 
ofournegledf anddefedlin this Exercife.—  
Not to add the decay of Piety , in gene- 
n l,  Md that good old.Cuftom of Sing­
ing Pfilms every Night in Private FamiliK, 
which may have had but too great a hand in 
this Matter.

Queft. 6. Whether Negroes (hall rife fo at 
the la li Day /

1 Queftion only
lyes—  Whether White or BUck̂  is the better 
Colour ? For the Negroes won’t be perfuaded 
but their Jett \s finer and more beautiful 
than our Alabafter. —  If  we Paint the De­
vil black, they are even with us, for they 
1 amt him white, and no doubt on’t are as 
much in the right on’t as we, noneamoneft 
them who are legitimate being born white, 
but luen as are a kind of Leprous perfons.^^ 
And thw boaft of an Emperor of Rome, one 
of the teft of em, (  ’twas Severus,) and 
Saints, Fathers, and Martyrs without num- 
ber, wljo have been of that colour.-— But 
m tt  all, unkfs we are very partial, there is 
jomething natural in’r. Black is of the co- 
Jour of Night,frightful,dark and horridj but 
White of the Day and Light,refreAingand 
lovely. Taking then this blacknefs of the 
Negro to be an accidental Imperfediion (the 
Oufe whereof lee before) we conclude 
thence, that he fhall not arife with that 
Complexion, but leave it behind him in the 
darknefs of the Grave, exchanging it for a 
brighter and a betterSt his rctUhi agen into 
the World.
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