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The Athenian Mercury.
Q i. I .  \ ] \ J  Hether *tk Lanful to Trade V V Negroes y and to Bay
*em of one another ?

^nfw . It’s undoubtedly Lawful to Deal 
and Traffick with ’em 5 for how fhould we 
elfe convert ’em ? As for buying ’em for 
Slaojesy how hard foever they work after­
wards, ’tis the greateft Kindnefs we can do 
’em, hnce Qtherwife they muft either be 
Killed or Eatcny or bOth, by their barbarous 
conquering Enemy—  Be/ides, it might be a 
means to fave their Soals as well as Livesy 
were that care taken of ’em that ought 
to be.

Queft. 2. What*s the true meaning of thofe 
JfehretP tpords which fpeak^of the Worlds being 
aChaoSyOreonfafed Mafs o f I know not what—  ̂
^nd therefore defire toknow e f you ?

Anfw. See a. foregoing Qiieftion, N .—  
.^ — Concerning the Creation, and the 
word Barah , where the Chaos 5 or Tohu  ̂
vaboha i$ alfb handled.

Queft. 5* What Language U Englijh f
Anfw. T is hard to fay what ’tis 5 but ’fis 

a fort of a Lingua-Franca— Indeed aHodg* 
fbdg of all Languages; and yet', as the Spa- 
hifli O lid\  it does well enough altogether- 
The Bdfis or Ground-work on't is the old 
&xon, the fame or little differing from the 
High-Dutchjor Germans; fromwhofe Na­
tion both our Anceftors and their Lanraage 
drew their Original e with this it has a 
fpfinkling o f Weljh^ a confiderable flock of 
French j Latin aOd Greek words innumera­
ble— not a few Hebrew; fbme Perfian, and 
others of almoft all the Languages of Europe.'

Quefl. 4- Whether a Minifier taking his Text 
out of the F irfi of Job, or any other place where 
the Devil fpeaksy may properly fay~—'̂  The word 
of God requires your Attention ?

Anfw. Why not— as well as a Witnefs 
ora Judge may repeat the Treafonablewords 
of a MalefaSlor^ without being Guilty of his 
Treafon 5 we have in the Scripture the aUions 
and words of good and bad Men, and good and 
bad Spirits too related,and the Penmen there­
of all Chriftians believe ŵ ere infpiredy on 
which account all the Bible is properly 
enough call’d the Word of God—; and if the 
whole, all the parts of it. Nay, xht Devil 
himfelf fpeaks fome Truth ,  tho’ he gives it 
a wrong Interpretation, or mingles it with Lies. 
For example in Jo b —  Doth Jobferve God for 
nought ? ’Twas true he did not—  but the 
Adverfary had a ffialicious fence in thefe 
Words, flily intimating, that ’twas only/«' 
tereSl whicji made him PioHs.—' tho’ he was 
l^ n  prov’d Z Lyar, and the grand Deceiver 
himfelf deceiv’d. Nay, fometimes the Devil 
himfelf ufes thevery Wordof God—• as in his 
temptation ofour Saviour. —  “  Tiswrictcn

he lhall give his Angels charge over thee— 
hut tlio' he has abufed thofe wordsj  we hope

the abufe there does not take away the ufe, 
but a Minifier may make ufe of ’em agen af­
ter him,and preach Dopirine from *em.

Quefl. y,. D id  Adam {in more than once ? 
^nfw. Yes undoubtedly, for the/r/?/« 

was produdlive of others both in him and us. 
But we can prove that he did fo by Scripture 
as well as Reafon, He finned once in Eat­
ing the Fruit; a fecond time in attempt­
ing to hide himfelf from God , thereby 
queftioning his omniprefence. A  third 
time in giving a/<«//? Cauje for arm , when 
he told God, that he hid himfelf becaufehe 
was naked, whereas the true Caufe was, his 
guilty Confcience accus’d him for his fin: 
in this queflioning the omnifciency of God. 
He finn a a fourth time in excufing himfelf in- 
flead of confejfmg ĥ s fin. “  The Woman 
‘‘ W'hom thou gave]} to be with me, fhe 

gave me of theTreeandldidEat. But 
if the Queftion relates to his firfi fin, in eat­
ing the forbidden fruit, we fee no reafon at 
all why we fhould think he did it more 
than once: tho’ indeed there is fbme proba­
bility tliat the Woman repeated her fm. For 
fhe did not only eat her felf, being then ab- 
fent from her Huband, but came unco him, 
“  and gave alfo to her Husband with her̂  
“  and he did eat.

Why did Lazarus never Laugh, 
ter he was raifed from the Dead ?

Anfw. Why fhould any man ask a Reafon 
for matter of Fadt, which he has no reafon 
to believe is true

(^efl-. 7 ‘ H ad the Empyreal Heaven no 
Beginning ?

Anfw. The Empyreal Heaven muft be a 
Places becaufe there is ^04 there, atleaft 
Chrifts glorious Body. Now all Place 
muft have beginning, becaufe all Body had ; 
again, wliarfoever is, and is not God, once 
was not: unlefs therefore we embrace their 
opinion w’ho hold God himfelf to be, Spa- 
tium immenfum, we muft believe the Empy­
real Heavens were once Created- And 
what if the Creation o f’em ftiould be inti­
mated in the firft oiGenefls} In thofe words, 
“  In the Beginning God created the Heaven 
‘ ‘ •and Earth, and the Earth was without 
‘‘  Form, & c, the firft verfe feems a fumma- 

of all Gods Work, and the Heavens here, 
not the 2d or ift Heaven, ( 35 to us ) but 
the 3d, tliac beyond the Heaven of Heavens, 
( which we look upon to be the place pf the 
Stars only) namely the very feat of the blef- 
fed, and what the word is to be taken in 
that fence , feems at leaft probable to os, 
becaufe the Heaven here may feem rot to 
be either the Firmament, or Expanfe, cal­
led Heaven afterwards, deferib’d as the 
place for the Heavenly Bodies, nor much 
Jels the Heaven: of the latter there
is little queftion, for the former, it is plain­

ly
Ayuntamiento de Madrid



ly  defcrlbed as made out o f  the t m h , 
which is divided from the Heaven m the 

verfe. The Earth w a s  without 
and Void, and Darknefs was upon the 

“  Face o f the Deep, T he Face o f the W a- 
“  ter. And God faid. Let there be a Etrma^ 

mentin the midft o f  the Waters: and God 
made the Firmament, and call d it Hea^ 

*^ven. N o w  this Expanfe, or Firmament , 
is only Water extended or ftrecchtabrwd, 
being transformed into and therefore 
taken out o f the firft Chaos before menti­
oned, and therefore part o f  the but
as for the Heaven, i t s  only laid, In the 
Beginning God created it, without relum­
ing or giving any account o f it, o ro t  its 
InLbitants the Angels, the Hiftory where­
o f  did not fo much concern us. W e  con- 
fefsifany fhali affirm this Heaven is the lame 
with what is afterward defcribcd, and no 
other than the Firmament, we know not 
how’ to difprove him, nor can he us, both 
o f ’em being probable Interpretations.

Queft. 8, ^  Adam haA not fin d , had he 
and hu pofierity been immortal ?

Anfw. Y es, or elfe to what purpofe had 
the threatning been—  In the day that thou 
eatefi thereof thou (halt furely dye ? I f  they 
had been to have died ftillnotwithftanding 
their obedience. For there not being room 
enough for his Pofterity had he liv’d, ~  we 
have ieveral things to fay, — and 
w oud Mr* Burnetts Hypothefis hold con­
cerning the Paradilical Form o f the 
Earth before the Flood, viz,, that there was 
at firft no Sea, except what was contain d 
the Bowels o f the Earth,— we ftiou’d find at 
lca(t fo much more room than now wehaye.^ 
But that we can go near to do without î t 
for undoubtedly all the Earth was fW ? for 
Adams fin, without which p r fe  itsvery  
probable it had zWhecnhabitable,-*-zndii 
fo, not only the vaft regions-of delart in 
A fik a ,  but all the huge Northern Trafts 
near the P o le , and the Southern 
cognita, —  which wou’d have made room 
for perhaps as many more as we fiaye now 
upon Earth. But there’s no need o f this, tor 
when they had lived as long as Qod thought 
fit, perphapsa looo years, they might have 
been tranllated to Heaven as Enoch and E lk
Of were. .

Queft. 9. How m a n y  Angels fell in  the
RtbtUion?

Anfw, Some think as many as all the 
Eleift upon Earth, who (hall fill up their 
rooms in Heaven, and be like the Angels, 
as the wicked like their companions the 
Devils, —  But how many either thofe An­
gels, orthe£/e^f of Godave, he only knows, 
who calls all the Stars by their names.

Queft. to. ’̂̂ hat became of the Bodies o f 
thofe men and women , who perifhed in the De- 
Inge ?

Anfw.- I f  the forementioned Gentlemans 
Hypothefis wou’d but ftand, we could eafi- 
iy difpofe o f ’em, for they might all be 
fwallowed up at the burftingafunder o f the 
C ortex o f the Earth, when the Sea came

out o f  it, or at leaft when part thereof was 
fuckt in again, —  N ay we can make a (hift 
without this ingenious fancy, for we are 
fure that theFoUntains o f the great deep were 
broken up , and by the paffages whence 
they came , the bodies might roll down 
into the Bowels o f  the Earth , to the great 
a b y fs , others might be buried in the M ud, 
or under Hills and Mountains; and what i f  
fome o f thofe Gigamick Sceletons which 
are certainly humane, and fome o f ’em en­
tire, which have been fo often found ia 
fuch kind of places, fliou’d be the remains 
o f fome o f thefe bodies, — which i f  granted, 
as we can fee nothing improbable in t ws 
thereby gain a great argument for the ,truth 
o f  the Hiftory o f the Flood, over and above 
Tradition and Sacred W rit, both of which 
alfo allure us that ‘ ‘ there were Giants in 
“  thofe days. That there have been fuch 
Bodies found, and this not very feldom, is 
too evident to be denied ; and now (hould 
they come there, under fuch Mountains and 
Hills, unlefsby fome fuch Deluge ? A s we 
find huge Trees buried vaftly deep under 
the Earth, which got thither in all proba­
bility the faine way : There are.ftill other- 
ways to difpofe o f the bodies o f men, (^c. 
who have periihed in the Deluge, than we 
liave already taken notice o f , which unleft 
they were put out o f the way, had they lain 
unburied upon the Earth, (  as they muft 
have done, for there were fcarce enough 
left alive, to have buried the Inhabitants 
but o f  one fingle Towm) w ould have by 
their Peftilenc and noifom ftench fbon have 
difpatched their furvivors; one way is, the 
Flood continuing from Noah\ going into 
the A rk , till he came out again, more than 
a fu ll year, the Bodies in that time, and 
perhaps much le fr , would break, corrupt, 
and be quite diffohed, fo that there would 
be no (ign o f ’em long before he came abroad 
again. The other is, that they might ei­
ther be driven or left upon America, and 
thofe fo lone after undifeovered and unin­
habited W orlds, or elfe whelm’d into the 
vaft Seas that run between them and us, or 
forever funk in the unfathomable depths of 
the Northern Ocean.

Qqeft. I I .  Why did Chrifi Fray^ being 
Codhimfelf?

Anfw, Both for our exam ple, and be- 
caufe for our fakes, he took upon hinuhe 
form q{^  Servant,  and was ^ a n  as well as 
God.

^ e f t .  12 . W batStx was Balaam’j  M t
of?

Anfw. W e  can more eafily refolve that, 
than what Sex the Author o f  the Query
is------For the A fs is at leaft feven times
exprefled in the Hiftory to be o f  the 
Feminine Gender—  particularly twice in 
one V e rfe , Numb. 22. 25, “ And when 

the A fs faw the Angel o f  the L o rd , 
“  S H E  thruft her fe lf unto the Wall and 
“  cruftit Kalaam\ foot againft the wallr—and 
“  he ftnote H E R  again.
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