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The Athenian Mercury:
September 2̂ )* i 6^i.

Qjieft. u T  7 1  7  Hjt Ttjlmoniet pnd ye in Hi^ry ( the 
\ / \ /  Sabred excepted) thit can give, 
\  \  . us jdjptrance of fu£h a Perfon As cm** 

fnicKf and his Miracles ? It may be of great life to tĥ  fettling 
ti /'•me young Hobbifis a Ferfveafion of the reality of the 

' Religion.
Aafa. Tlie Death of Pan in Plutmh^ at OUT SavIouiS 

Nicivicy. Origen's feventh Book aeainft that witty HeaJ 
then Celjus., (hows that Celfus own’d fuch a Perlbn as ouf 
Siviw. and his Miracles  ̂ only affirm’d tiiey were done 
by the Devil. T.icitus in the Life of Nero witneires that 
Jel'iis (our Saviour) fuffiered under Tiberius. If there 
tudnor been fuch a Perfon as our Saviour, who had 
done fuch ftrange Miracles, ApoUoneus V^incus wotj’d 
never have been fet by the Heathens to have ap’d hitn 
in his Miracles. Symn Magus had his Statue fet up in 

v̂’ith this Infcripcion, Dedicated to Symon the Holy 
CHf, he himfelt affiiming that Title, and giving his 
Migxk the Apellation of the Power o f the Holy Glioft, 
which confirms fuch a thing as an Holy GhoJt, Ijpolce-. 
on by our Saviour and his Apoftlcs. Ptolemy had the 
Minicl̂  Boo{s tranilaced, fo that the Heathens had ’em 
bttore the Chrilh'ans 5 wherefore there cou’d be no per­
verting thoi'e Texts which Prophecy’d o f our Saviour, 
bat the Cheat wou’d have been found our. ^rijiobutus 
the Peripatetick, in a Treatife dedicated to Pivlomyy 
mentions the feventh day as a Reff, Plato had his Tri- 
ait) from the Rabbins, as alfo Ariftotle his Ens Eniium : 
From the Rabbins alfo came the three Deftinies, allud­
ing to the Trinity 5 all which proves that the Heathens 
had the Pentateuch, i f  no more, and if  no other Au­
thorities cou’d be given for it. cou’d be no
Bigot, feeCba;. 14. lib. 18. his TelHmony is good, for 
the Emperors wei e Heathens. — rertulUan,Apolog.ch.ii. 
fays thus. Our Saviiurs Miracles cannot be fulpeHed, for 

are Regifired in the Calendars and ptiblick A miaIs at 
Pil 'te, who was ftiled Prator of the Empire, and 

*'ho Sentence o t Death upon our Saviour, fent 
hii Regiiler o- our Saviour and his Miracles from Pa- 
k/fifle to TibL. lu ‘ . 1̂1;̂  Martyr in his fecond Apology 
to Anioninus, firft ffiews that tie'j-eveijh Prophecies were 
only fulfill’d by Chrift, and reiers to the Emperor to 

îlate's Record that m s in the Regiftry^-^ Confult 
nC  Apologies o f the Fathers to the Roman Empê

4nd the Senate, and there’s many more fuch Palfe- 
Ets- Paul Hiratius and Eutropius, Secretaries to Oclavi  ̂

fay, that at th.e time when Jefus Chrift was born, 
Ithappened in Rome, that in a Publick Inn vvas dilico 
^rtd and broke forth a fountain of pure Oyl, w'hich tor 
the fpace of a whole day inceffiintly iffiied out in great 
*bundancc. Eutropius adds, chat at our Saviours Birth 
*5. Rsme and adjacent Places at Noon-time, was fecn a 
Circle about the Sun, as bright as the Sun it felf. Com- 
M«r ij) his Scholaftick Hiftory, affiims tliat the lanae 

our Saviours Birih-isy) thfe Temple in 
pleated by the Kmans to the Goddefs Paix, fell to the 
^rth and was ruined ; and he faith, that at the Time 

It was built by the Romans, they addrefTcd to the 
5 *̂ of ApoUo, to know how’ long it (hou’d endure j 

made Anfwer, Even ’till a Virgin Jhall bring forth 
1 Julian, Vincent, Celfus, African, Lucian, Per-

&c. by their obftrufling Chrift and his Miracles as 
as they cou'd, and the Apolcwies Written to the 

a k t - ’ 'pcrors for the Chriftians, Ihow it cou’d 
j^ bea Dieam. Pilate, whom we have mentioned, 

fent to Tiberius an Account o f our Saviour and 
’ Miracles, it was moved in the Senate, Whether they 

Jelus Chrift for a God ? which tho’ it 
sd in the Negative, yet Tiberius forbad any further 
r ecuting the ChrijUans.— FUgon the Greek Hiftori-

our fuffer’d ) there was the gi eateft Eclipfe of the Sua 
that is to mer with in Hiftory, which alfo caus'4  
another Eminent Heathen to cry out, Aut Naiura dij^- 
vitur, aut Deus Haturtepatiiur. Macrobius an Ethnick Bijto- 
riogrjpî er, who recites Ibme pleafant and Witty Speech­
es of the Emperor Oclavian, fays, the Emperor having 
he^rd o f the Cruelty,of Herod towards his own Son, and 
the other Innocents which he Hew, reply’d, 'TNoasbeitir 
in HerodV Houfe to.bf his Hog than bis Child j which ve­
rifies the Hiftory o f  the Wife-rtien, and the Cruelty a- 
gainft the Innov'ents. We might add a Cloud more o f  
Wicnaffirs, X7̂ . Pliny, Suetonius, Dion, Tranquitlus, Cor- 
nelim Tacitus, jEHks, Lampridius, Saturninus, &c. For 
the Teftimony of our Saviour’s l^rth, his Miracles, his 
Apoftles, the Perfccution of the following Chriftians, 
the Ediils of che Emj^rors againft ’em made and aUinuII’d} 
but ’tis hoped herej* already more than is requir’d for 
the Credibility o f an Alexander, .Julius Cafir, or any 
ot^cr Perfons or their Adts, which our Doubters o f 
Cnrift’s Truth and Miracles can readily aifenf to.

i. H tether the keeping fo many hundreds as are 
kppt in ttilons (biding of B>efd)for Accidents and Con­
tingencies in Trades, lyhen thofe that keep them there knovf 
they are not in a Capscity to pay 'em, be not a crying Evil, 
and contrary to all Chrifiisn Prefidents, PnSlice and Cuftoni 
of Forreign Nations ? and ivhetber it ought not to be redrejs’d 
in Parliament .•*

Anjw. We are no Delators to the Parlidtnent, but a ft 
well aflur’d, dijit tho’ ‘tis a common Praftice, yet ’tis 
lo far from a Chriftian Temper, as certainly excludes tbe 
PraHitiowra. nut of Heaven, veiihout Repentance; for then 
are none thei e .c ^  cannot forgive impoffible Debts, non», 
but what are merciful, pitiful, and in fhort Imitators o f  
the bleflcd f̂/us.-

Queft. 3. If^ MaA has a Brother, by Nature or Affinity, 
that orets lo o  1. or 300 1. and is not worth near fo much, 
ha goes effi lOith all, with an Intention to pay as fur it goes, 
within a jmall Mater, and depo/its this with a Brother cm- 
jiiing in him, to pry as far as it gees, and the fame isrt- 
fufed by the CredUorf —  If̂ iether or no the Brother is Obliged 
in point of Jiiliice to reveal this Money, to become a Sacrifice 
and Prey to any of thofe mercilejs Creditors that will net ac­
cept of what is in a Man's Capacity and Power to do ; feeing 
the Trufi was a frte.TruU, and tbeDefeU came by Accidents 
and Liffcs in Tiade ?

An\tt. We had the reverfe o f  tins Queftidn anfwet’d 
in our iaft.Pap?r fave one \ dnd to this we lav alfo, that 
Claule of Paying as far 'as it will go within a [mall mata 
ter, is as much as lo fay, be a UttU u'tjufl,- if  any e f  what 
he has j'uftly belongs to the Ciedirors, then all doesj 
ftnee more tlian all is their due. Perl.aps the Creditors 
believe chtie ate Affa  ̂ enough to difeharge die whole j 
and ’till they are Ij isfy'd of that,..‘ tis their Charity i f  
they demand lets: Yet if  after fuch latbfadlion they pro­
ceed in their firft Derpands, they are mercilefs and Un­
charitable, aad nmlb be afham'd to think of their own 
Debts to Heaven, and how they can hope for other mea- 
fures than they mete to their Brethren. Our Opinion 
is this, that the Truft ought to be deliver’d up again in­
to the Creditors Hands, and the Tmth of the plain Cafe 
on both fides be made known by Affidavit or otherwife* 
and afterwards referred co.che Arbirration of tw'o pru­
dent good Men,; who are nor at., all concern’d in the 
Affair, nor prejudiced by Paffion, Affedlion or Inte- 
reft.

Queft. 4. fVhether there be a Species in Nature which 
one Creature does only exifi.

Anfw. No, The Phoeni* is a Fable, or any Creature 
elfe that pretends to a Privilege o f  Self-generation; 
read whether of all Living Creatures that went into 
N«(?‘s Ai k there were not Male and Female.
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An iiWr^^pfthcraoft valuable BOOKS new- by thcfe sufferings he n«̂v̂ympathirê  with emn, urf
Prfrted, to be continued Weekly. “ gr» .̂ h;. L i

fofcbic our Pafflons iiM p arrels bne with another are, EccUy.V 
aojp dijagr ‘̂̂ u  t o ^ e V t ^ r  of fbtfjl, Tbat,.jTin«»iJeQare feoa- 

le, ■‘ t is le lt c r ^  tail into tl«.HaDds 6t God, ( a; to T«ni».

r-* • .r. ./.WWW t/j M/C JttWJCe JJJ A im sjuiy
Rogers, Af. A. veto wds long uffitSei vfiih both. To which 

,&fe Annexed fome-ietiers from feversi BhineSy relgtitig to 
the ume SiibjtSi. London, for fho. Park-
hurft And. Tho. Cockeril At the Bible awrfthree Crowns 
*» •Ohcapfide, and at the three Leggs in the Poul- 
crey.

it|^ meir^ He fliowj, hts A4ere*es. Wagnifti hji 
5rov£rtne Itnemies dK the Church o f  God to be” ti I'" ' • ----V. [005

miltdken m their mfuJtmg over good People : Compares tlwcood 
Man‘s momcntaocous Afflicliocs with the fctcrnal PuoiUrnicButJ 

“the Wftked^ -
. Cjwy. d.’ tl)at fBth as never had a Sente o f God‘s Wrath upoi 
'em , ought* to admire and bids him tor that difiuiiuijbtng uuct 
ar»dy«t0Ottopr«lumewith Davidf ikying I  ftoUnmrtr-Tmnh 
left they alto Complain —  Tio« breU thy Face-, utui / 
trtKhied. Compares botli Conditional togtthcr ;• and conemoestia 
all Enjoymehrs are nothinjj  ̂untfcr Cod's Diljilealiiic : 'And taatem

• n r *  Author throughout the whole Difitourfe evident-- f t c T E c ^ o t  S  ."Si “S g  ,
A  iy  d llp la y s  an  £/'x;irt-/weH«/ a  M oder^ tl beware of the aegfAfliugrotOivine Wrath, and to Iccuie;*

■ Je^per, and a SpuicrepIeatw ieh.aU theCi!> tfrw ;*efA /rW : ip l*»  irom the E t e w  ot it.

ur j  L- Icnhote. Thê  Prf/dt'tf contatns ceifain w^B/ipmlbmcoi'yVa/oBj; Andlhowsthi.ttbo '̂we can'tPravwirfi, 
Heads ot Advicei to tiie Relations of fuch'as are  ̂Yet ‘ tisa more excellent state to Pray without lenHb/
cholly : As, i. That they fhould look Upon the Party'as than with it. That if our Tiioughts w»ndeT,Ptayetifihiu

imperinthisLite^ both Body and That tf we have no gracilis Return w our
J . ■ A  . . _ ers lor a long time, wcare allur'd by Pmmifiiit will j» . .  ~

I f  God refules Comtbrr, ‘ tis in Vain
PtyJifjAn ai)Q Mini/tefy 2. To be Compailionate to exh, ba'c a Mediator interceding for u.s. * ^
conudering that w'eour lelves are in thi Body, a. Not to ' ® Treats of the lixcdlency of Faith in thrift: That*
ufe harfli Speech^ to ’em, but imitate him that wou’d not S X S i n l *  '
break the bruiled Eeed, nor quench the fmoaking Flax w £  °{ • ^ortifie 4< agiinft^
4. T o M irv e  whatthry fay’ oraclaaft i h a S  % :  K :  ^
prehpn/ions are luch as they tell you they are; Tis a re- 9- Treats of direft arts of Faiths Advffin<» us to loolr ftH
a] Milery to them if  but tkocy’d. To Oontradift’em, is ....................-  ~ '
Cruelty, y. Ui|« 'etn not to do whatf they cannot, left' 
you add to their Burden. .............  . - -

ward to*̂  the .Author and Fini(her o f oier and hii Ex»
........ -  •’ ' ill the Lord.-!, . _ ; ^

(2O. We are Vis'^'rcitures, ana at«
‘till the LorJ.-ippcK.’ ( l.) LecaulTw 

has long Waited u:>onus. W h ______ j

d f . e e  n  r r V - , , A « r i t e e  u l. ,h^
o r m eer Dileafe to  the Devil, i t  may proceed t r o m a  fo^c lhou'd under all entertain a hope th a t‘ twill be over at laft

1 th eir S pirits. ' 7. D o  n o t m S ch  _ shows that we ought not ro expert j o y  and AHurim’violent prefliiie upon their Spirits. ' 7. ‘ D o not mSch shows that we ought not to expert joy and AdurW
wonder at what they fay or dc : All’s to be born with into the Gau'evof GodSAnw'i
where the Agent is lo unhappy as to think h S f  loft «  S  3 X 1 ;'.'” “ °"'
tor ever. 8. M«non no formidable things or Scor'es' .  ” • shows that out htem. i st<te isnottobeiud'ii'.-it rt
to em, twill etreci greater Diforders upon their'Spi- That‘tis an ill thin ; to be over troubled, ev'eo wi
ncs. p. When you talk to ’em, do norfpeak as i f  their' V ’ I* «“r sin hinderi owr reguiarProceeding is tlet*

'- e .  the L . ,  /Wr a  c S , ° ! n S '& * : „ T f S r
e^- A nE niof Miftry IS encowAgingy lO sGivc em Ex- P̂ Jfsus uponnwi.crt MeatrMui Ke icf. Tlvit ire lea..... - lu o i
^ p le s  or others under the lame CilicShiftances that Ptmer Exferieni.-s .■  .cX
have been deliver’d, riw Pray for ’em. •- raf* 'Get othefi' ' ''T Suiferings pf Godl* serv.ims are <e-
to pray for ’em. i  j .  Put ’em in mind o f  (he Sovereign^

V.VI.- 4 0...VC Auv»;cvi tu uiiqiuei raiiions, iiKea Man, but is
^way^Unchangablo ; lo that't.s an Eiprefllon to our l»h Di&lS Jrsmn'-^V ' r t e i d ^ i y

A  or JTiU to punijh Sinnerŝ  fucli Perlons tiiat dye in the Apprehension o f  Gods iiplei/in^
and effected w h en  he w ith d ra w s h im fe lf  from  a s, and ^®9“ ghtnot todeipair, butthatthey « a y  be o*
perm its o u r  U nhappinels in  A fflid iion s, D iftrefles, Ct-c. itmayfe

■ Thlftia’ a Paternal Chaftitaent to fe c u . ua from
Deftnidtion. Becaule our lins are of erearw Acroravafi-.: prej«dicial to ‘em. °

f Book----------------- — v- a Ji*« a jc  wi g ic d ic i n eeravac]-- Tu,\nUir ■ >. —  • -
one tnan others. For a warning to others and to wine off* rfeAn Trr/«c Sc,
aU AfperEpns that might be calf ut>on his Holinefr^And I V .  Wall AfperEpns that might be call upon his Holinefs. 
to teach us to value his Favour more.

Chap. X. Treats, That God is Angry but for a fliort 
Seafon. The Reafens. T is fo, if  compared to  the Eter­
nity of Happinels defiga'd ‘em. Compared to the Continu­
ance o f his Love. He remembers frame. ‘Tis theTe- 

of his Covenant to be Angry but a Moment. He de-
own Names fake. ‘ Tis

a oiltinctton betwixt the Righteous and Wicked.

. - 1 1 .  ,,t vtu ivrxr ravfr m
vy*ffwc«t of the .Autl'srs ovn Troubles and DPi*

’̂ etyorldfhellfpetdUyhave art ^ Ifra cf of M-. Norris‘ s 
Difcourfes^^w fivtM l Dtvme fu ojuu . Tlic Realadcn o f  thetadf 
-----------Travel* into Spain, &c.

anberttfenunt.
to Print Extrartso/ the cmMtrMe Bod} 

---------- -..t,..vvww., «..« .Tiwv<.u. Forrcigii Parts)a long rime !«'/''*
Chaf.^. T reitsof the faUacy of our Judments under B̂ oklellef-̂ ^

the Severity o f God‘s Difoenfations nmv<>fir rk- tncnrnmgon ibeJauiiVw{,{ainidi ‘̂
Condition o f tho Chur l . T  . ! « Vt tC o n d itio n  o f  rh». rk,....o>; r- j  r '7 /ypfaw »T onr brlt Supplement u> i/'c Athenian Mercury )
condjtion Ot the Church ot God, ^ i g e s  6 . 13 . ifa. 4^. ^^ngs bm g dndy Ctnftde,ed h  Our W nore Society, we M
1 4 , l y .  i j t . 4 0 . 1 j .  U m . 7 . r ,% y , i o .  ^oh 1 .1 9 .  Sc 1 9 .1 0 .  f<>t ^ ^ *g ^ ^ '^ S ^ fi'-cfth r  Learned Wurld - / a n r i » '
Shows we ought to ^ a r  it quietly, becaufe we have /in‘d

M» 3+. ZJ. That the If nw  «•«■ »»£{« suppiemeoti, may bf__ . Fv-1 . futrtilHfd hw rui- ' '̂ V ^
vokahim further. That he is juft, Job 74.^7
Mercies we have receiv'd fliou‘d be thought on **~That by ouf Weekly ..- W s .  ' 
we lhou‘ d compare thefe Sufferings with the Haobinefs to /i Pubiuaxmi »r.'/ a d r  xtaiiov, %o ihofi rjo
be revealed- “  ^nderta^e my Onfiderablt (;«f» ib-y tnay kivt Occafiod

Cila*.4.'Trcateth of the afeat Lovenfrkrin :» c if—; r  topKOhJb their Defien, ana mvite all Perfoit! .0 C t̂tmunictxt tlifd
whenSuVbenefitComcstous, upon fo^Sfic V p r i ^ S / p L S f  (7 7  comribut- miech i, ,be Warkik^
Thathefuff«r‘dnotforthcfdlcp^U .Tluthcii«/eX /;^^^^^^ wwre i-y tire general

N  D O  Printed for J^tmton at the in the PouUny 1691-
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