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The Athenian Mercury:
CUCRja'p, Q^oberG. 1691.

Khrcif hr fame Mifi-.i-:.- r  '•-''•rr .t Letter mth feverul Love- 
( ^ f t ' O ' i s f ’*'* th: Athenian Societr, wxt(uptr-_ 
(ir:b'd jor i  in 'far enough diftanc from usj
whiib, finding ibe Mifiake, he has been jo Civil to re- 
j«r» — on the tyr\ ■!■ of 'em they appearings; worth our No­
tice, w? have here tfccorifrn̂  to the ,^erifls Defire at- 
timpiti their fatirfattioii.

I*irtof/wr Letter is thoû t̂ fit to be inf̂ ried. in the foUovo- 
J1T liorit —  31 Tjtthilt a ff)0?t time to toait on 
a louas iliiD*’, U5h  ̂ to one of tl)e raonticrs of 
the 3lgc fo: JCit, iBcauttv I5 ittb  anD f  ou
tune, atvo tljcrcfoit toou ti Bcfitr of vout ^ o c ic tf  
a FORM oi; COURTSHIP tn 3 fnfaiet to rt;c fol^ 
Utoing jH iicn cc:

I. \  Fter trbat Manner fhofid a. Gentleman at 
the firjl P'ifii accoji his Mifirefs ?

^nfte. Tis pity to roh the Old Ac- 
ahn of Complintents., and we won’t pretend to fet up a 
New out in its room. We fuppofe the Gentleman is 
not for, having a Form of Hoards tor this Occalion, fince 
E«fK^« Courtjhip is certainly thie beft, whatever Ex- 
fmtn Prarers are. Befides, the Lady riiighc chance to' 
wtfthis Mercury, and .the i he is undone, as bad as the 

who Complains he has loft his Mjirejs alrea­
dy by fome fuch thing, unlefs he can perfwade lier that 
^  lEits jump, aad tliat both He and the Athenians de-' 
ftrve that N.ime. We fuppofe therefore be rather de­
fines _a DirePlion for bis Behaviour than his lEords, which 

is almoft as difficult toprel'cribe as the other, there 
htlig a ihoufand little Circumjianccs which ■ will extream- 

alter the tlature of the thing. Mijhcjjes are to be at- 
like ToivnSf according to their Fonificaiions, Schu- 
or G4rri/fl», r\Q general Kw/e being to be given for 

*tni, Some are weak of one fide, feme of ano» 
wr, which a cunning Engineer will foon find out: 

are to be Mined, fome to be Bomb'd, Ibme won by 
others by Compofiiio.i, ftthers to be Starved into a 

SwTtndtr. The pleafenteif wav of Ccurtfiip we have ever 
l**rd of, was that of a very oU, very ric\^very covetous, 

very it̂ ly Humble Servant, to a tine young La- 
9  7* whom having taken abroad in nis Coach, after lome 
Ê ’atory Hums and Hams, 'and gentle Leer#,.he puls out 
f u n d e r  his Coat—  what — but his great Bof'd Bible, 
'‘'ith Silver Clalpj, &c. and turning to the beginning of 
^ f ‘s, (hows her— mot that ’lext, Encreafe and multi- 

which ’tis veiv likely he held his upon, but 
iiwther a little after it. It is not good for Man to be alone, 

thereupon made her a very (eafenableHolding-forth on 
b̂e life and Excellencies of Matrimony. But this Method 

*’[>ald go near to dif^leale the Gallants as well as the 
and therefore we ftian't much recommend tt. For 

I'^Oyeftion in Hind, and the Gentleman’s _//«? Milirefs, 
ilr f ^  ''®'’ily and indeed fuch a Hon-pireil, as fie re- 
Pf«ents her, in w’hich Cafe we muft tell him he ought 

produce his Vouehert; for Lovers are for the moft part 
h)ers, as w'ell of their Midrefes as to ’em } and be- 

IR w e ra llv  a little Purblind in the Matter: But if ftie 
for Piety, Wit, Beauty, Birth and For- 

— and a Miracle fb.t is indeed if file’s but half of 
we'll tell him what in our Judgment wou’d he his 

It proper Method at his firft artcfiing her. He ought 
«*tre/,‘ the bigheft RefptH poffible. but this more by 

jL than his Hardt j and lather to lether/^Mcw
he Le-j»r, which if (lie has K it fiie‘11 loon difeo- 

1A or ar leift that he’d l>e thought to do lb ) than to 
*nd)Chc to the Trouble iwd Confufien o f a 

tK»̂ , . which if  at all necelfary to be made,
i f i - e n o u g h  for douJg it afterward on their hex- 

^^paiKiance.
 ̂ vyeft. i .  What Behaviour arA Carnage in the progrefs of 

'WOW -ivitl he mnfi iVinning and Acceptable tt a'lidy of 
H nm j and Fortune f

Anftv. There are different forts o f Ingenmles —  You 
fhall have fome Tertmgam fVits, like Sylvia in r̂ e SeA- 
dierj forta»p, that are only to be won by dovrnrigbt C i - 
ttr-rvauling, that is, Rambling and Fighting, and Scratch­
ing, breaking Leggs, and Arms, and Necks, 'and then to 
Furring agen. But wc’ll fuppofe ‘ cis a Tame-lVit, whofe 
Power this Gentleman is fallen into, and therefore that 
file’ll pull in her Claves when (he Flayes with his Heart, 
and be more merciful to him than to make him breai(, 
his own before he joftens bers. A Woman of true fenfe 
as file hates on one fide a Freahifh Lover, or a fiipple Fop, 
that’s eternally Kneeling, and Cringing, and Whineing, 
fo file’ll ne’rc endure Stiffnrfs, Pride and Haiightinejs, 
which as ill becomes Love as it does Draotion: And the 
greater her Birth and Fortune are,fomcrhing of a proportio­
nable greater Rrfpecf ougfiC to be paid her. In a word, 
a modeft Affurance, a manly Behaviour, a Tendemejs for 
.all her Inclinations,  ̂ diligent Obfervation of her Temper 
ap.6 Humour, ( much eafier to be pleas’d than thofe of 
Itfs IV/t) Faithfulnefs, Affiduity, Liberality, and good 
Senfe, will at laft carry licr, if flie is not pre-ingagei or 
wholly impregnable.

Queft. 5. lEhat Expreffion's fiiteflfor a Lover to ma!{e ufe 
of to declare his Paffion .<*

Anjvp. That’s impoflible to preferibe, and as needlefs as 
uytrtajorubk to defire. Lovers ijinguage |s quire contrary 
to the Chinefe 3 o f which ’tis reported that there are ma­
ny Jfyrdj impofiible to be underftood by fpeal̂ lrg ’em, 
unlefs they are ilfo veritten or deferred on a Wall or 
the Air, GĴ r. whereas the Language of « Lever can hard­
ly be exprefs'd in IVriting 5 at leaft it thereby lotes a thou- 
fand little Beauties which it has wheo ’tis fpoî en : It has 
not that Ipirit which makes it acceptable, it looks fiiff 
and dead, and there are very few even of our. Drama- 
tique Writers.whole Love-fp ĉhes read veell, or appear 
fr̂ e or natural: Whereas if a Man Lrves in earnefi, if  he 
ben’t a F?o/, nay. almoft tho' he is one, were ic 

‘poftible for fuch a one to be in. Lovo, he ipeaks with 
another (ort of a Grace, he is mo:« in earnefi, he has 
mere Ipirit, he feidom wants Words to eKprei.» his Con­
ceptions, unlefs- he’s a Jdajiard and Coward, and lb un­
worthy a Ladies AfitBioai, and he gees verv often be­
yond hmjdl at other tunes and on other occafions. Be­
fides, this Love has in‘particular l>evond the ocher âjjt- 
ons, thac kjoftens eke 5'ry/eas well as the Temper ( whereas 

renders it more W4/-/e and rough) and rhakeseven the 
I'uice move tiin.ble aad. harmnious. But lbou'd a Man be 
Dumb, iiecou’dnoc want waves to exprefs .his Paftion j  
nay, lomenmrs a -well-managM Silence is the beft Elo­
quence. He has and can wr/ie— he has Eyes,'
and can lay a ihon(ani 'Charming things « ich ’em j nay, 
ejtprels all his Fa^vs, efpecially Love, I>fire, Fear, 
Delpair, Hope, Pieafure, Submifiion, or almoft what he 
pleafes w'kh ’em, and that i inhnkcly moie fo the Life 
than by any other way. But fince there is Occafion for 
feme louder Languagê  acd « Vumb Mijlrefs oi the two 

‘wou’d be more acceptable than a Lover in the, lame Cir- 
cumftances; if  he muft fpeak, his Exprejfions ought to 
be of a piece with his Behaviour bcfoi e delis ib ^ : He 
ought to confider Time and FUce, and as njuch to avoid 
being always dijcou>l,rg.lut~Love as never doingit: His 
ExpreJ/jow (hon’d be quick, relpedful, fer.nc'" and lively, 
more undevllood than Ijxiken, yee ejfily intelligible. In 
a word there Ihou’.d be in ’em tbat— ne fca qusy -~ 
w hich none bur a l over kuowsiw hat to make of.

Queft. 4. K-Tiether Xfart, Sighs, ard virtertfirntreaties be 
oj greater force to cbiain a Ijuhes Favcw than a moderate De­
gree 0] Zeal with a wje and nttrirCarriatgeP _  ,

Anfw. Still as Jhe is • -- and Hie' inch a one as is defcrilij 
ed 5 yet there are f^w tadir' but love to have an Aoicluit 
Fmer over their Lovers, and ro be at leaft able to brir4g 
’em to what they pleale , accordingly for Tears and all 
that, tho’ a lAVtr ougiit not to b« too free, of ufi.1g ’errt

yc«
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cn hef RM too twou‘o bt better not to put mm lo ij 
and her Heart to be wrought upon by feme iefs 
tedious Method than fuch frequent Props as even wear 
into Marble — leaft the Scene Aou‘d change in a few 
Months* and it lhou‘ d be /w Turn then as ‘twas former, 
ly  her Lovers. . .,r

Queft. y. f4̂ ether Interrupting Dijeourfe bj repented 
"‘t rude and mmsmnrly  ̂ nnd more apt to create Aver- 

Love P
e. Not fo hafty, Good S ir! you have made great Pro-

indeed in your Amour, if  like the Tartars in their
ch, you are got to Plundering already, bcfoi e there

s any News ot your being fo much as arrived in the 
.ountrey. I f  you get within one Step o f the lajt̂  before 

you have got well over the /r/f, ten to one but you‘lI 
make more hajit than good [peed. —  To thofe — Ofetda qua 
y e n u s ^ ia t u  parte fui Neifaris /wfcwt —  as Friend 
Horace has it, before yon have fo much as made your 
firft Mdreffes. But we‘ 11 be fo kind to fuppofe this is 
only a Prudential Care you take, that you may know 
how to belvdve your felf hereafter, when tiw bulinefs is 
thus for advanc‘ d. Taking it then at that Point, the truth 
is, liifing is a luP?ious Vyet j ‘ tis too high Feeding for a 
Militant Uvery and belides extreamly apt to furfeit. He 
muft therefore remember to feed caucioufiy, as if  he 
were eating Mellons. Moderation verily is an excellent 
Thing, which he muft Obi’erve from the Teeth ounward 
as well as invearJ, and l îjs as well as Tall̂  with Pif. 
cretion. It may do like a high Ctrdialy or a Tarter of 
Cold Tea, a lirtle now and then —  but he muft have a 
Qire how he makes it his Conflam Drinfi, unlefs he has 
a mind to burn his Heart cut. Then there are certain 
Times and Seaibns to be Obferv’d : For Example, If a 
pair of (oft Ups are about to pronounce fome hard thing 
or other —  fome terrible repulfe or denyal —  if  they pout, 
and look forbidding and angry —  then a Noli Profequi may 
lawfully be iffuei out, and one chat underrtands the Me 
tbods o f that Court, will be for flopping tlx Proceedings as 
fort as he's able.

Qijert. 6. Hiw far may Singing ani Mufleî  be proper in 
nalfioe Love f

Anjvr. There’s nothing which Charms the Soul more 
than flne Mufich. Oshom fayes unluckily, after his man. 
ner, o f  a fine JPoman who Sings well, that rtie’s a Trap 
doubly baited ; and why is not the fame true of a Man ? 
there being indeed fomethlng fo ravijhing in Mufidz, whe­
ther in Man or fVomtny chat ’tis almort impoflible for 
any thing that't humant to refift i t ; tho’ in Vocal ftiH 
more chan Infirimental: It fmooths all the rugged Papons 
of the Soul, and like Beauty, berriiches into Love, almort 
before Perlons knou' where they are. But even here, 
as well as in all other Cafes, Extreams are to be avoid­
ed, nothing being more ridiculous than an eternal fa4 a- 
cf a Lover j and a Lady of Seafe and IVonh wou‘d as foon 
make choice o f a singing Mafler as one who is always 
tiring her with hard Names and dol^ut Dittys. He murt 
then Sing very rarely or never, unlefsthe Lady defires him', 
he muft be neither too forward aor tvtrfe, and muft not 
be of the Humour of moft Songfltrs, who neither know 
when to begin, nor make an end. His Performances muft 
be natural and eafie, and carry fomething o f a fiee and 
genteeleAir j and he muft never himfelf appear too well 
pleas'd with ’em, but Order it fo, that he may feem to 
Oblige the Lady, not himfelf, by his Melody: At leaft 
let it appear to be acciimal only, as if by chance, nor 
knowing any bears him, and tor his oven private Diier- 
fioa,

<Jueft. 7. fybeHftr moud it be greater Prudence ani Ho- 
nelly for a Ptrfon of a narrow fortune to conceal his Unhappy 
Circumflanees 'till after Marriage, or to make his Miflrefs 
acquainted wiib the fame as joon as he has gained her Afe- 
Sions ?

Anfw. This Qpeftion has been partly Anfwer’d alrea­
dy : We have this to add here, that luppofini the Lady 
fuch as fhe is deforibed, and not only Religious and 
Witty, and Well-bom, but too, which laft he
may know by narrowly obferving her Sentiments in ocher 
Cajet o f this Nature, we fhou’d think it the moft pru- 
d'rtt and moft handfome way to reveal it to her before Mar­
riage J for a IVoman cf Senje will rather be pleas’d chan

etherways, that (be can make the fortunes o f a Gemie. 
man who wants nothing elft, but may refent it very ill if» 
Cheat (hou’d be put upon her, when (be once conies to 
know it i  whereas it muft n ^ s  encreafe her EQeem of 
the Gentleman, efpecially i f  (he really loves him, for hia 
to deal fo ingenioujly with her. —  And this for a Form 
of Cmtjhip; and in Anfwer to the feven Queftions fcnc 
us on that Subjeff* ^

Queft. 8. Tow tell us in one of your Mercuries, in your De­
finition of Love, that 'tis a little pretty foft thing that p!ayo 
about the Heart —  / defire you to explain this Definium, 
and, what you mean by the Word Thing ? and how tte nt] 
î now this thing from ary other Playing thereabouts ?

Anfw. And here, thinks the fubtle ^eriH, have I 
blown up the Athenian Mercury for ever, for this cemio. 
ly they can no more Anfwer chan I find cut the Philejt- 
pbers Stone. However let’s try, and lee who gets firH tt 
the Goh. And firft, Love is little becaufe ’tis a Boy, and 
pretty becaufe ’tis little, and foft becaufe ’tis young, or if 
you pleafe, becaufe ‘ t has ff'ings, and confequently the 
Body on‘t muft be downy. But the lage C^erift asks 
further —  What do you ratan by a Thing —  q  the 
Philofopker! Why by a Thing we mean a Thing, and be- 
lieve that‘sa ll the reft of the World means by’t. But 
if  we muft be more explicit, have at Metaphyficks- 
and accordingly we tell him for once that Kfjaod£a 
are fynenimus Words, and that Ens is —  ^ o d  bik 
Effentium j —  and now we have wonderfully ESify'd tlx 
Ladies, who may be apt to think thei e‘s loma harm k 
all this Latin, tho‘ there‘s indeed no more than the*
isNo»/e»/fin the Englifi).----- But we had liketoiim
forgotten one main part o f the Doubt —  Wiry dots 
little pretty foft thing pUy about the Heart ? O  Sir! Iwade 
this cumiinĝ t/wn̂  Rogue oiagoi, loves, like Ushu'sita- 
rm , to lye in Udies Befoms j -ij belides, whenever hr 
Jhoots at ‘em, he as certainly jplits their Hearts in two e 
ever Adam Bell did the AMle upon his Childs Head ■, for, 
little Urchin as he is, he‘s fuch a Dub at his Bow ani Ar­
row i' that neVe a Finsbury Archer o f ‘em all can prernd 
to come neai hi'm. But ftill how Jhuk we finow tbisiii% 

fr'omamher thing that pl.tyes about the Heart s’ Whatwiff

«0l

thing is’t that this Querift finds fo troublefome in bis Dor 
It it be a louje, the -ft o f the Vcjcriptm fl»« 

the dsfierence, tor rhai<s not foft, nor pretty, norperfaM 
Uttle neither: If it be & Flea, he had the F m A
frame t* /_ 47*. ^ *gies o f It formerly, Nurrb. . i .  and can nrt
fore mirtaketnai ior Love. Wecoufo makea (hiftrato
find one another Explanation'----- We call Lffvelittltbf
a tamihar and more endearing way of Ipeaking, uIujI 
m all Languages in things o f that Nature. Thus theli- 
tins ule Corculum -  which may be Tranllated liitU Htsrh
little Rogue, or what the Reader pleafes We call < 
pretty, becaufe ‘tis fo piealant and agreeable a Pdai
(oft, becaufe its EfeBs are fo, vid. Queft. 4. and deferike 
It playing ibout the Heart, becaufe thac‘s thei/a/ofrl* 

After all, w-e pretended not to give an E»fi 
Itarcht Definition of it, but a loofer Delcrhrion onljj 
and we are jure a tittle, pretty, foft thing, comes neartf 
l^ e  than a great, ugly, rough Thing, which neither is 
Love, norfo much as like it, any more than a Lover; 
nor are the Udies ever likely to entertain it for (A  
tho It (hou'd talk o f Love this hundred Years.

Thofe very Learned ^eftions on which the Author 
his Religion depends, will be Anfwer̂ d next Sawr- 
day.

■ ^^^7 ’Hat was mentioned in the Atheiden ^---  m LUC jihfACniwn • —
- .  Numb. 13. Vol. 5. concerning ceitwP

Offers made to our Bookfeller by Mr. De la Croftwiiv.19 uMuc (.u uui noojuciier oy Mr. ue la cro/f,*" 
It w «  a great Truth, fo ftis not in the leaft oefljw 
by him in his Advertifement. The Realbns why he__  ̂ t T ^uy lum in nis jiavertiiement. The Realons wny 
^  not deny it, he Conceals, but except he‘s 
DESTER for the future, we (hall Publifh ‘em to ^  
W o r ld .- -  As for his being concerned either in out 
Mercury or Supplements, let the World compare the 
late Extradl he gave o f the Voyage into the iVorUn 
Defcartes with an Extras of the fame Book wh.-d) 
they’ll find in the Univtrfal Hifforical Bibliotheque, and thefl 
let ‘cm judge whether we cou‘d ever be (0 lenfelefsĤ.VC vii, ;uuf,v niicruici wc tou □ cver De 10 jCnjeiejt iw- 
admit him into our Society. ~- We fhall add more in 
Weekly Account o f Books,to be Publilhc ev‘ ry iVednejifJ-
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