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891. 4 - Ciomb- 4-

The Athenian Mercury;
0 £ io k r  \ o .  1 6 9 1 .

Qijeft. I. Htther the Anfwers of the Oracles of 
oldy were given to their Supplicants 
by God, or by fome Evil Demon ? uni 

tietber in thofe dayes of Ignorance God might not be pleas'd 
»rneil bimjelf according to their Simplicity, becauje to the 
itfi  ̂their Underjianding and Education they H'crjhipped with 
u much ( if not more ) Devotion as many of our Modern Chri- 

îus i
Atiw. Twas certainly the Information o f the Devils, 

K Sacied Writ alfures us : The manner o f delivering 
their Anfwers was Ibmtimes by Night Fifions, and fome- 
fmes by an Ex/fre/i l̂ oice. O f the lirft fort, that o f . 
fhitnis is remarkable 5 after the accu/loired Expiations, 
thole who came to Confult with him laid theiiifclv..-s 
down upon the ground, npon the Skins of lurh A- .’/ 
as hid been Sacrihced j the fame Ceremonies were ufea 
by the and Grtel̂ s in the Temples of serapis
a.id Efiulapius — o f the latter fort, vi^. ao Exprefs Voice 
ww perform'd eiCier by Jf̂ oijpering out of certain Grcc.u 
or by the Mouths of the Statue's, oV by the Ptiejis and .-V- 
ki/, who being fciz’d by an Enthiifiaftick Fury, pro­
nounc’d the Oracles with an im]H.'tuous Voice and vvreft- 
td Countenances. Or Laf^ly, by the Mouths o f biure 
bfijiti thus the /Egyptians j if  their Ox Apis receiv’d his 
fodder chearfully, \w tts a good Omen j i f  nor., the co.n- 
tr>ry. The Tenadians ooferve the fame Ceremony to- 
JwdsaCuw ; the Imbhins ( a People, of ^ihitpia) to a 
%  j cue Pfr/jtfrtf to a Cvck- Bul amongft all Oracles, 

o{ Jupiter Ammon in the Councrey of Gu'-mantes, 
the very fam’d, yet not lefs ridiculous than others, 

“ Uig gi'ouniled on a fimple Motion of the Body, as a 
K 7  a Wink of the Eye, (ŝ c. Jupiter Ammon
^  another famous Temple in the City . f Dodona in 

where he took the Pains to pronounce his Ora- 
^ ‘■ wietimes with his own Mouth, fomccimes by ufing 
r  '^b'rcof one \yas called Perijiera 5 which
th fignifying a Dove, might give Occafion to

’ which reports that in the Temple o f  ̂ uoii.r 
there were Doves' that fpoke, as well as Oal̂ s, 

'jwch had a great Number of Braft Kettles fallened to 
^  Branches, and when the Winds blew hard, they 
^  a great Noife, in the Sound whereof Oracles were
tUi?, * ftipiter had another Temple zt Delos, w'here 

Ah;

ii-»r L rn numane jhape, as he did in Licia
r)i. *7  hF'olf; But his Temple at Delphi was
timM u r World for Oracles *, Ibme-
whicK n here through the Throat of a Dragon, in 
^ n Form he was Worfhipped j fometimes by his Priefi  ̂
V upon certain dayes, who deliver’d their Anfwers 

mes in Profc, and fometimes in Verfe. Ac Argos 
ti* ni J CO be drunk, and at AEnra
Amftiî a 1°̂   ̂ b̂e Oracle.? wou’d Anfw^er:
tnd”̂ f  J* the Priefts svere ciid in White,
(fljred through the hole o f a Cave, where they 
nianv 1 which inhabited it. There were
'̂ ts fn Abfurdities, and what was given forth
'  that it might ufually bear two leveralf-.v  UUOI
'«l«i fuch as chefe,

W'* Enmanos vincert pojfe.
’ 'J redibu nunqum per BtUa peribis.

Wlif
* t̂ers the Senfe, and 

in fH .?Y forward. Juft as we have
'̂'iour rnu'A ?' they can’t fee how our

btne ajfp. ,5  ®hd in Paradice at the fame

Paradice, inftead
*̂’'aiice.  ̂ ^  ”te in

ftort, we have all the reafon in the World to

conclude, that this Management by Oracles w'as purely 
by the afliftance o f the Devil, who w?s altogeth-4 
filenr d at our Saviour’s coming, who cou’u not alwav 
tell Irutli, but guefs’d at what was moft probable; 
who commonly equivocated j who fomttimes requir’d 
humane Saenhees. lometimes a Lommou Proftitudon o f 
Maids and Matrons. w h o(i i Hiorr adM fo as is incon  ̂
ji^entwirh the Injundiions of 4 .Divine fH ngj for God 
l;;.mielf reqinros nothing from his Creacurc» as their Du­
ty, but what isiHnnitel-' beft for em, and moftaerefe- 
ing to their Interc-.ft and Happmefs. ^

Qiieft 1. D i-.." reori which we Tranfltte
Created, ,f  Gen/is. u  give Hfcire
tie Subjett, Mauer, or t-n/y Exiftence ;■/,1 f > '..ifuch 
mor.:; catior.. ■ . ;c as in all particular mj^pr'ai 'S? I f  
it Jtgnify Hoih, oh en ceW  hoxv? 7t'e Ay.tvir r* - 4  
ry ts very much Ccncernedto know, becauje psrha.s his ReU- 
gion deperji upoxPt.

endeavour to prove ti;at bv that 
W ovl H - a > r e  ufed, »  an7 c',w!
l̂ ĥ --to g iv e  Ejjence totlie Subj.ii, Creation of 

Jir{t^a.uroi\toipu.:niub/ng: A-Hch. this is the Senfe 
thereof in this p l a c e , Bv th. re;fmonies o f t^ofe 
who are mod Lea-rn̂ d in the Hebrew Language Secc'd‘  
fy. By comperir.g fever’ l /y//ow;V,r 
ngnif)- the jame thug, aim lonx Tranflations -  * n 'r’̂ P 
pngmal. T'/ .-Vi/r, V.'eftiall prt\e that were - - • no 
luch revtUtion, Rufon might cc; ch us the »'’ mc fruth • 
at leaft that fuppofing the Creation o f  Mau., out o f nol 

Oioii’d ieem an AbfunMr, yet what muft be admit- 
ted if  sve don’t grant ’ is a much gnu: r : nay fl̂ at

a Creation.
Which it we perform, we hope trie Gentleman will Hill 
hjep bis Religion.

Ftrji Then, to prove t*-.;; Unifies primarily and 
to^rve Epree to the Subj.ff, cv the Creiiort 

of tht firji Matter uUC of pure nothing, .tnd :|.at this is 
here the genuine Sence of the ii .rd. We fey th’S is its 
primary znd original Signification, thereby grdnf’ ĉ- that 
it hzs fomeiimes another, hu: ti en this other ’tij onlv W-- 
rowffi and Analogous. Th ... X 1 3  is fomecime;. taken for 
thefwwwy o fa '7  t.jing extraordinary, great, or txcelkrtt- 
made by God s own Hand, the’ out o f Pr^exifient Mu-

; tho this by to the ether Sence of the Word.
Thus It is laid, God Created greit IPkales, and God Cre­
ated Man, but that this is only in an Analogical Senfe 
we prove from the very Text: The Whales GodCrtJed 
out ofthe Waters------ Let the If̂ aters bring fn.li abundant­
ly every moving Creature that hath Life, —  and God Cre­
ated Man out of the Dufi of the ground —  but for heaven 
® L- Matter, we find nothing out o f
^ u tnade, t\\c> made it was by God's IVord —
who in the beginning Created it, before any thine elfe 
was made to ma{e it out of. That it fignifies Primarily 
and Originally to give Efjence to the SubjeSt, and that ’cis 
lo to be taken m this place, we prove, i. From the 
It/faTW  ̂of ti-.ofc who have been mofi Uarned in the He­
brew Language, and that not Strangers, but Native ^ews —  
and who but luch are proper Judges ofthe Sence ofthe 
Word? For Exam ple in a parallel C a fe -n o n e  ever 
D ilutes the Sence and I>uvation o f the Word Ae//Wo, 
the Etymology o f which Tully gives u$, he being a JiideJ 
m that Language ; Nor ought w'e any more of the Wofd 

w hitj the Robbies afEire us anfweis the Notion 
we have fix d thereon. Thus«Rabby Nachman in his Com­
mentary on Gcpefis, Non extat nobis in Lingua. SanHd Voca- 
bulum quo produSionem alicuyus ex nihilo fignificamus nifi 

But Rab. David RJmchi yet more folly and un- 
exceprionably, Owi/x Interpretatio flU P 'H .lC reathnk'i 
ejl Innovatio rei iff egrefio ejus d non effe ad e(fe —  that 
is *7 All the Interpretation ofthe Word which
figiyfies Creation, Q all the true and proper Interpretation 
both of Noun and Adverb, or perhaps the Noun is never

ufed
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ufed in tny other Sence, fiot fo much is Andigialy tho’ 
xh& f v b  nw y] is the Beginning of any thing, or itt Egrefs 
out 6F not~being into Being. Hence the Hebrews diftin- 
guifli between thefe three Words, HWy and 
creavif, fwmavit, fecit: The firft they lay fignifies to maiie 
fometbing out of nothing j the fecond to give the Form to 
a Created Being j the third to make, mould or fajhitn 
the leveral Parcs or Members, as in a Man, ^ c .  Thus 
they infiance in Ijaiab —  I have Created him, Form'd 
him, Made him : The firft of which R. Ifjmchi expounds, 
I have produc'd from Nvn Effe to EQ'e, from Not-being 
o Being: The fecond made to Exijt by the addition 

Form: The third Dijpofed, Faftiion’d or Order'd

.condly. We prove that fignifies the Creation of 
firfl Matter, from the Context or following ff'erds

well as feveral Trarjlitions. By the Context —  not to 
nfift much on the Word Elobim, a Name tf God which 

figmfies his Strength and Power, and an Infinite Power 
it muft needs be which made the World— We fay, not 
much to infift hereon, we ftiall produce fuch Tefiimonies 
as are more evident —  and the firft ftiall be from thole 
Expreflions —  Heaven and Earth —  And ufe mad^out of 
nothing, becaufe in the beginning, becanfe before any thing 
elfe was made, and bccaiile out of this aU things were 
made, as is afterwards delcribed ; and that out of* which 
aU things were made is undoiibtediv the thefir/l Matter..  ̂
which is aUo plain by the Word H K here added, which 
is not only a Note of the Cafe, but fignifies the jubjiance 
o f a thing produced. Thus Aben-Eira, “  The Sertje o f 
‘ ‘ chat little Word HH, fays he, is both to fignifie the ve- 
“  ry jubjiance o f a thing, and to demonftrate the Oput ofe- 
‘̂  ratum. R. has the fame, fo R. N ’ ciwit).’, dedu­

cing the Word HK from a Root that fignifies 
or proceeding, very appofitely to the fignificacioii they all 
put upon it —  as if he ftiou’d fay, fays he, “  In the be- 
“  ginning God Creareo the CakBiaL and TerreBrial Sub- 
‘  /«»re--N or indeed cou’d chat Sence be more plainly 
exprefs’d than Mojts has done it.

We prove ir further from the Expreflions o f the fecond 
Verfe. The T lU V V in  —  which render without Form 
and void. Now what is the firB Matter, i f  not that 
which is without Form ? and how wou’d Men have clear­
er Words to deferibe it ? But perhaps they’ll fay our 
Tranflation has not done the Original —  perhaps, 
fo too, but then ’tis becaufe it does not or cannot come up 
to the import of the Words. Tohu indeed anfwers exadfly 
to the y>.n of the Greeks, and Chaos o f the Latins, which 
fignifies firH Matter, if  any thing does: See Ejmchi elle, 
who fayes upon the Word T in ,  that it fignifies a Thing 
W'hich has no Form nor Figure, but lb dijpefed that it 
may receive any Figure or Form. The 70 have it —  
etof<tjoc ^  eti(^aajdv!tr-ctf—‘ Terra erat invifibilis in- 
compofiu _  not macli unlike OvitPs —  rudis indigejtatjue 
moles. Aquila's Verfion has it rjeveo/aa «cAV, empti- 
ntfs and nothing, that’s nothing form'd, only the vaBWiL- 
demefs o f the firft Matter j and Th. niyo' ly aJiv not much 
unlike him.

We have ftill a further defeription o f the firji Mat­
ter in the next Expreflloft--- Darhnefs was upon the Face 
o f the Veep-, which Nachman exphins by —  Aquas puk 
verulentas, five pulvere mixtas, erat enim confufio Elemen­
ta ry  } Dufty Waters, or Waters mixt- with Duft or 
Dirt, ( which is Mnd) for, fays he, there was a Confu- 
fion of the Elements —  and where ever was that to be 
found, we mean before any Compofition made, unlefs in 
the Firfi Matter.

Thirdly, This Truth may be alfo fairly inferred from 
Natural Reafon, at leaft, which is tantamount, the ab- 
furdity ofthe contrary demonftrated. For thus 
we argue —  Either God Q-eated Firji Matter out of m- 
thing, or ’twas from Eternity j if  from Eternity there muft

two Eternals, and fo two Gods: Befides, Eternity be­
ing an infinite Perfe^ion, we can’t fee if we grant Mat­
ter that, how we can deny it all others, all the Attri­
butes of what’s adhially Infinite, being reciprocated with 
each other, and not diftinguiftuble from their Elftnce: 
A t which rate we muft in the very firft place make 
Matter adUve, whereas ’tis of it lelf a perfeft Lump ; 
and infinitel;jr adfive too, fince adlivity is a Perfedlion, 
and what’s infinite muft adl accordingly: But all thefe

are intollerable Abfurdities, and yet as it appears tom 
unavoidable Confequences of this ridiculous SutpofirJ 
Suppofing then, as was above hinted, that it ftou’d 
appear unaccountable to Reafon how fomeching fliou’d 
be tntde out of nothing, ‘ tis yet as much, nay, far mo'e 
fo, how there fliou‘d be two Eternals, nay, two lop. 
nices, and yet one divifible, and therefore finite. Twii 
immutables, and yet one in perpetual Flux and Charges 
fo that at Ixft fliou d̂ we believe Matter not Created, 
but by avoiding one Abfurdity to plunge into anwhfr 
vaftly more deep than the former.

But we believe we can prove there is no Abfurdirr 
at all in our Notion of the Creation of Subflance. k i  
nice Power we own is requir'd to perform ir, whili 
can do whatever involves no Contradidlion, andheiei 
none. It‘ s true, the Common Maxim —  Ex nihiio m; 

fit —  o f Nothing, nothing comes j holds in Pbilt̂ n-, 
but not in Divinity, or rather, not to fet thoic two 
good Friends at odds, it holds in the prefenc Courk 
of things, or Syftem of Nature, and Older of the Uni- 
verfe—  but this it might not do before, a.' oi:r Noti­
ons being fitted to prefent fin re and temporal ci ina 
and thofe which we borrow or fetch or btyood 
the World, n  eitrnal, infinite. muft need'be as our 
Knowledge is, very contufed 1 itr-;\'T Tlicvurw 
here in vain a Contradidfion upoi' ns —  Aks, lay 
they, muft terminate upon mg -■  C" . ’U: baa 
ASf, therefore it can't terminate vpc.  ̂ ;vrf-
fore It can't be the n.ahir.g of a thin̂ , ; ■ • <•' m,nr, 1  
this we might Anfw. r accerdv « :o' uiwt was juft ac- 
vanc'd, that the lioilcr of cur • are too (ho.* 10 
^ ich  eternals and infi/uter—  u-uit this Umit*rion iw 
be true of all lower AcHon, but not of t •' ir. iteM
of Creation----- Puc we need not run to this fr  icr-
We may allow their Maxim,— have ky.u 
TO terminate on— fo has this of^rearion, it hoshier" 
it [elf Created, it has this firji Matter. <.;reation is;,- 
doubredly an inflancaneous Ad, ( if  all others bdi,: 10 
alfo) now the A^f here makes the Objed, nor is ert a 
moment before the otlier —  No 6>e4aio». no 5 aslooa 
as there is an^Adl, there is a thing (.'reated to termi­
nate it, even in the very Inftant o f  the Ail, ami m 
A(ft certainly needs any thing to teiminate on bel«e 
It IS. And let thefe things ferve, wherein we have 

more large than ordinary upon this Noble
ftion.

I&  The Genleman that fays he ftnt us forre 
ftions about Fegetables, is defir'd to fend ‘em J- 
gain, for we cannot find the receipt of any toil 
amongft all our Papers.

That great Qyeftjo:; coi..'- n’ngthc Milennium, 
Jephus, &c. will fpeedily be Anlwer’d.

SiDberttfrnimtsi.

j.., .u em. M OUT itiira Supplem.;r:, (
/»o» be m the P teft)  the .ySceoutn we Jhall g,iv» sf (if
that Jhkll ctmyofe a , will fufisciently tetammend it to ell 
Petjms,

But finding that to infert .y4bJireHs o f Eeo!(s in out 
Mercury u j too much room, ami tk-.t Gngle Sheets 
rally loji, foretfh we had publijht W eeikm  iS / a  S h ft , ‘ Sw,-fsr
meat to our Athenian Mercuryj (  which Jle-<<d have m ’OsiKd »  
iy .Ah^reBi of Boo{s)  but finding this Method wou'-d be "wr C^’ 
gable and lef?Serviceable to our R,eaders than our former,we 
thereof every Saturday only Print the Titles o f shoje PMks ’W ' ’  
Uon for our next Sinrtilnnrnt. /X n __:fl. mat fcyf

,j — M, iifi. life lines oj noOjC -
Jtgn forour next Su^lemem, that fo our £tterifis may not brr 
fame Extralis twice, and be fully f/itisfyedihTr fo d l findix oxr S*r

j a i l n I J am ^ m P-IWI
in n c, unu oe jutty j/itisjyeaii>ef Jhall tinatxei" —r

fUments all the Valuable Boolfs jnnted —  tVe delier. it P-itj
our Supflemms in a fmaller Letter, and enlarghinr Nund>efiour ouyyiemtTiit ,n a jmaller Letter, and enlarge >»bi- p
Sheets, rather than omit any Hcw-pece Printed in Enobod 
where : y d  what is wanting at any time in one Supolcnunt, 
be added in the next.

That .jSlfbabetieal Table we have promii'-dat the end oj •very I '* ’ 
Jhall not only contain the Contents of our Weekly M e r c i i r . ; • '
the Authors Names, Titles, and Proprietors of all thof I ' ,”** 
fert in our feveral Sappkments, that fiallperjons majK.i'v 
to fsndftr them.
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