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The Athenian Mercury:
OBokr 20. 1691.

Q ueli-i.^ ~ ^  Endemen, For tbt of a. difconfolate 
I  -w Gtnilemanj I prefmiC to defire you to An- 

jvter the jevo joUevping finicuUrs^ who 
ui'J-Jng about Seven 0/ Eight of tĥ  Cloth, m Nighty fjw, or 
tbiu>ht he ftir an Appriiion in the lihenefs of a Man walking 

'atThim, which purfuing him three times about a f/s/f, at the 
fnirthiime jpi{e to him many weighty words  ̂ among which 

warned him to Repent of a Crime which be had Com- 
aitteJ, tnentioning tbe Time and Placey and the Perfoa who 

was prhy to it, who is gone a Tear ftnee to Ireland as an 
Oicer; Tbe young Gentleman being very much Troubled 
ihut ii, defires to h.now whether this b: a good or bad Spi­
rit ? w, nbii it may be f  and whether it is neetjjary for him 
i» mirJbisfayingsP and whether it is better for himtodif- 
iT-(T tbe Crime ornoy which to concealy he bound himlelf 
with an Oath ? and whither this might be tloe Spirit of that 
Petdi wbhh was privy to it, ( which the young Gentleman is 
ffij»jJeJ that it is ) if  by Chance dead in iVar ? Pray be 
as ŝsuiuUr as you cany pr the faiisjaSlion of the Per-
\A.

Alin. That Spirits have fometimes •really appear’d to 
Morrais in the World, is amongft all fober Nlcn beyond 
CoiKfoveifie, and were of old taken Notice of,- as may 
berationally concluded-fi om that Scripture, Luĥ e i4-57- 
''here ’tis laid, the Diiciples were ajraiJy and juppofed 

hid jeen a spirit. I f  our Qiierift w-ou’d Have oeen 
fitisty'd, he fhou’d have felt whetJier it had been a Sub- 
Ihnce, or only a Body of Air, as svas advis’d Mr. Earl 
ci Ctkhtller about 57 Years Hnce, who once try’d, but 
Ws Arms met as if  he bad grafp’d at Air. We know not 
what our ^erifis Crime may be, but we think he ought 
to make what Reffitution he is able in Cafe of In ju ry If 

depriv’d of that Opportunity, let him make ms Con- 
iwiotK to God 5 if it be a Cafe of Murder, we don’t find 
tha: he is Obliged to deliver up himlelf to the Law, but 
0̂ Ipend his Life in a continu'd A£i of Repentance. I f  we 

‘ ptwthe particular fin, w’e cou’d be fuller in our Ad- 
ibre we are, his binding Mmfelf by Oath is not 

wligitory, if  the MifchiefofConcealing De greater than 
Ut of Confefiing j and ’tisalmoft impolfible, let the Sin 
«  wha: it will but it mull be fo. ‘Tis very probable, 
ifthe h-rfon be not MeianeboUy, but ’twas the Spirit ot 
^  friend 5 For we read of fome chat have been fo De- 
Ifeutt as to make Solemn Covenants with their living Friends, 

Appear imto tiiem after their Death, of which we 
an infianre in one Mr. IVaihJnjon, who formerly 

i ^ ‘'^f'mhhjield, who told his Daughter, ( taking iier 
of him, and exprefling her tears that Oie fhould 

•fj«r (ee him m oie) that Ihould he dye, if ever God 
ŵ_pennit the Dead to fee the Living, he would lee her

about half a Year, 
when Ihe was in Bed, but could not fleep, 

lioh •’'dufick, and the Chamber grew lighter and
Jf '**̂ **' hy the Bed-fide, who 

fo  ̂  ̂ woû d fee thte agen ? and
and ' w i t h  her upon feveral weighty Matters, 
rf enlarge here, A  Member
Stn- having almoji finifh'd a Treatije of Unbodied 

will be publijht in three IVeel̂ s at the fur- 
thjr'ft., this prelent Relation, it looks fo dark,
p. '''hole Society has thought fit to Advertize the 
Ltoil that if  he pleales to fend two or three

V Benny-Poft, diredled to Mr. Dunton at the 
in the PoHltrey, and therein to fignifie the Time 

W* y  L  ̂ '''bl be, the Society vs'ill appoint
° Members to meet him with fui ther 

wirK what to do —  and one who will alib go 
fit. A I CO fee and fpeak with this Spi-

hereby promile him all the fr/effdft/p 
n at their hands: But the Letter lo

fame Hand as this that gives 
0“k»-‘ ' v  prevent Millakes or Abufes,wmich

iwile be put upon either Party by any otlicr

i 59I*

Perfon. Let the Qiierill fend as foon as he pleafes, 
mention the Time and Place a day behore-hand, cF 
mayn't be dilappointed o f his Expectations.

Quell. 2. It was Obferved iry this City, upon . 
for the Publkfi Rejoycing about the Surrendring oj 
rick, f  which was OSlcber the tith .)  that there t. 
Bonfire fiindled after Twelve a Cloch, and Perjons very met. 
thereat —  the Query is —  fVkethvr it was for tbe Surrendring 
of Lymerick, or for the Artniverfary Birth of tbe late Ĵ ing 
James the feconi, he being born aljo about the lame hour, as 
is fuppojed.

Anjw. ‘Tis an unpardonable Folly to believe that any 
®0e can Rejoyce for the beginning of Unhappinefs, of the 
Commencement o f fuch a Life as was unhappily byafs'd 
into Mifery, and by fuch Perjons coo as by their Princi­
ples were acceflary to it. But if  after all, fuch Monjiers 
can pretend to be Merry, ’tis but as unaccountable as 
then Sorrow, for living under the ProteBion of fuch a 
Crown as wou’d render ’em more happy than their 
Willies. But thc-ir Zeal ( i f  lb ) has made ’em millake 
a day, the late King being Born on the i4r̂ >. ofOciober
about Twelve at Night.------Lymerick is Sutrendred]
and to the Happinefs too both o f its Friends and Enel 
mies, i f  every thing be impartially confider'd and eve­
ry Englijbman has Caufe to rejoyce, unlefs a few ridUng 
Gamefiers that value no Publick Lofs like chat o f their 
private Loui-d'eres about the Surrender.

Qi^ft. j .  One of a Sanguine Complexion being marryed 
to a Husband, who foon after went upon a Trading I'cyage 

for Virginia, intending to return baci în a Tears time but 
hath been abfent from her for above theje Eight Tears •* nei­
ther hath Jbe received any Letter fhm him in 'all the tine 
and not hytowing whether he be dead or alive, but by uncer­
tain reports, fl)e defires to be inform'd whether jhe may law­
fully marry another Man s'

Anjw. The Law provided formerly fevenTears, after 
which it fuppos’d the Man dead, but fince Navigation and 
Commerce are fo well fettled, a lefs time is requir’d, be- 
caufe Advices arrive much foo.ner and more cerrain'tharf 
formerly 5 if  Ihe means by lawfully, according to our 
Law, fhe may Marry another, but we can’t Promile her 
Free by the Law of God, w’hich no where makes fuch an 
Exception. We have feveral In/lances of this Nature 
as The Husbands dillance and filence for above the time 
the Law has prefeiib’d, and of the Womans marrying 
another, after which her firji Husband came home and 
Sued the other for his IVife, and upon Tryal’ the 
Judges gave her the liberty of̂  taking which Jhe wou'd 5 
and of lome that have had their Wife again, and turn’d 
the fecond Husband off. Thus the Law has<ione, we 
can lay no more, bur defire her to fecure the ^ J e t of 
her Confcience, and advife with the EcclefiajUcIi Authori­
ty, fince (he other gives her the Liberty fee wants.

Quell. 4. An bcmunculusy &c? the (pen'll knows the 
reft.

Anfw. Nequaquam.
C^eft. j .  I want to be refolvei what Ijnd of Creature 

that is which the Scripture calls a Dragon, for I  cou'i 
never yet be fatisfyed about it ?

Anfw. Dragons are o f divers forts, fcaTi and unfeaTJ, 
o f divers Colours, grey, reddifli, and variegated, and of 
Natures Poyfonous and not Poyibnous, Terrene and 
Marine. LHiran in his Pharfalia has a Curious Enume­
ration of ’em } where he gives Account of the great An­
noyance they gave the Roman Army, as they pafs’d 
through the Defarts: Some are of prodigious magnitude 
and length, witnels the St̂ in oj one now in the Tower ej 
London : I my ftif faw the Skin of one, call’d an Am- 
phiibana, about five Foot long, with ftiort Leggs, and 
the Skin about three Foot over, it was lhap’d almoft 
like an Oval Table, with a Head at either end, prectyj 
large, and lhap’d like the Head of ordinary Snakes or 
Adders. Some Htatben Authors mentioil very ftrange Ac-
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counts fuch as have b*en kill’d, and hang’d up in 
publick Places; Hiftory fpeaks of one that had devour’d
a whole Stag, Horns and a ll.------In the Life o f AttiUui
the-K««4s General is defcrib’d a prodigious Drâ ôn or
S e r ^ t ,  wdiich b y  its ve ry  Breath infe^ed the A ir , and 
ie ltro v t - • • • -  • -deltroyed the Circumjacent Inliabitants, feveral Devices 

were ufed to deflroy it, but in vain, ’till they had in­
vented Engines to caft great Stones at it, by which it 
was delfroyed ; and lb great was the Deliverance, that 
an Ovation ov Imall Triumph was made for it. In Ba­
ker's Chronicle, in the Reign of C :̂een Eli^nbeth, there’s 
mention made of a Imall Wing’d Dragon. The Dragons 
in the fi'aters, mention’d in Sacred Writ, is believ'd to 
be Crocodiles and Aligators As for the Land-Dragons 

. mention'd there, we refer our ^ e r ift  to the Delcrip- 
n and manner o f Annoyance of thole Dragons men- 

v’on‘d in Luc.in̂ s Fharjiiliâ  which compar'd with the 
terrible Hffedts of the other, will give the beft light in* 
to the ^uefiion we can meet with. The Devil is call'd 
a SiTpeni and a Dragon in Scripture, perhaps not fo much 
becaufe he ruin‘d Mankind in the fliape of a Serpent, 
as for the pernicious QualiHcarions of fuch Creatures, 
which are now delfroym every where but in the va/f 
Defans of Arabia, and a few more places; and perhaps 
it may be queftion'd within thefe two or tree hundred 
Years, whether there ever w'as fuch a Creature as a 
fFblf, becaufe they are alfo moftly dellroy'd by realbn 
of their Mifchiefs in all Coiintreys.

Queft. 6. Upon my IVifes Conception I am immediately fick, 
knd to continue every Morning ''till Jhe is qutc ĵ aaid bear 
equal Pains veith her vehiljl in Labour: This is matter of 
faHy pray your Opinion of the Reafon thereof r"

Anf». Agues and feveral Difeafes the Learned fay, are 
cured by Transplanution., o f which divers Authors have 
wj i t } and feme wou'd from hence infer a Reafon for 
fuch Inlhnces as this in the Queftion, but we think it 
forreign to the Matter. Sir l̂ enelm Digby has veiy 
learnedly Created on the Nature of Synpai^ betwixt the 
particulars of one and the fame Principle, which comes 
very near the Queftion, and to which we refer our
Querift.----- Our Thoughts upon it are thefe, That the
Semen has potentially an Idea o f every particular |parc 
o f Humanity, &ndi the Imagination in the Generative Cri- 
fis may be fo great as to fix the Idea a great deal

Sin, becaufe your Oath binds you not j bat by icfW 
ing it you Commit many fins at m e, and do niiS 
as in you lyes to habituate it. ‘ ^

Quell. 4. fI1;at oi^hi one rightly to thinly of fuch DilTe.it 
ers as have freely Communicated mth the Church of EneÛ * 
to beep the Places into which they were put by the late K-rl 
James, who row wilt by no means hold Communion xthh 
jame Church ?

Anfw. We ought to think, ’tis poffible the lyfeping thtir 
Plues was not their only or great Reafon for Commununif, 
but/omethingellej ’tis better and later to err upon t i 
right hand than upon the left j ’ds the proper qj 
a Chriftian not to ^udge others hut himfelf. There arei'o 
many Adlions which appear ill that will one day be 
found good, and fo many Addons which appear go(»j 
that upon a juft Try al will be found otherwile, that Vs 
impollible to Cenlure other Mens Adlions now, wit,!., 
out Condemning our own. ’

C^eft. 9. Gentlemen, Therê s a young Woman has f-t i<r 
AffeHions upon a Toung Man, and by means of jonePritti 
of hers has made him acquainted therewith, which be n- 
Braces, but will not Marry her without tiae Confeni s{̂ n 
Parents, which hê s afjitred neither of ‘em can obtain: Yntr 
Refilution is earnejlly defired in this Cafe, -wbethtr kt ast 
lawfully in fo ro  ^ n f c i e n t i *  Af^rry' />er without jucbCti. 
fent ? This Solution will not admit of deUyes, fo tbit tu 
<ire deftred to Anfwer it in next T u efd ayV  Mercury, ^

■ reafon fome of their Friends, whofe Advice they cnv'iit 
this difficulty, fuipsnded their judgment, anirccortmnkis 
to your deierminaiion ?

Anfw. You‘11 find a full Anfwer to this QuellioDS 
Pol. 3. Numb. 10. 3.

05“ Several o f  th ole  Inflances and ^ e jl io n s  lately fet 
u s ,-a re  a lread y  A n fw e r 'd  in th o le  i z  Numbtisrn 
in th e Prel's th a t C o m p le a t o u r  Third Tdm\ 
w h ic h  faid  i z  Numbers, w ith  a P reface andlnon, 
\y ill be P ubliflied  n e x t T i? u il^ ,  w h ere  yo’j'Jliia 
find th o fe  N E I V  P K O P O iQ cy 'tn en cio n ed  in I'to- 
cury y. Vol. 4.

ftroncer than Naturally it is, even fo far as to retain 
a feniible Communication to or from the whole Mafs
from whence it is feperated, fo that whether the whole 
or the part fuffers, the fame is Communicated to the 
other by the aforefaid I'eiife of the imaginary Impreffion.

Quell. 7. There being a firavge Story of an Apparition to 
[me Souldiers in Scotland, mention'̂ i in feveral News-Let­
ters, you are defired to give your Opinion of it ?

Anfw. In the EfJ'ay of recording Memorable Providences, 
W'e have an Inffance much like this: At Meenen there 
appear'd a Perl'oii all in white, with a Mitre on his 
Head, being follow'd with tw'o more in black, after 
him ante four or fv e  Squadrons, who drew up as if  they 
intended to ftorm the Town ; the Souldiers there re­
futed to Hand their Centry, having been fo affrighted 
that Ibme o f them fell down in their Pofts 5 thele SpeHres 
appeared evei y Night in "̂ me, \6%z. but as to rhepre- 
fenc Inftance ‘tis very probable that ‘tis an idle Story, 
or at moll a Confederacy, or an Afllgnation of WarUts, 
a kind of Wizards very frequent iu that Countrey.

Q u e ll. 8. It bath been my misfortune to be feduced into a 
very great jtn, and not only fo , but to mtd̂ e the moji folemn 
Oaths and Ptomifes to continue in it 3 if I  breah *ew, Pm Per- 
juPd, if I  continue inU, Pm in as ill a Condition : Pray your 
Advice what way to tal̂ e in it ?

Anfw. A  Promile, Oath or Obligation, to do an ill 
thing, binds not at a ll; for ‘tis not only falfe Words, 
but ill AHions that are Lyes, being Deviations from Truth 
or Equity : To Vow to do an ill thing, and perform it, 
is a greater Complication of Guilt, becaufe by fo do- 
ing you Patrm^e a Vow of Injuftice, and at the fame 
time break fome other Command to keep your Pro- 
mife, which was Null as foon as made 5 but by breaking 
luch a wicked Oath, you honour the Truth, and fhow not on­
ly your abhorrence of jsrofecuting a wicked Vow, but 
do in fome meafure manifeft a Repentance for a Breach 
o f the Third Command, when you took the Name of 
God. in Vain. By breaking your Oath you Commit no

We having receiv'd feveral late ‘aifc! ftrange Inlliws 
about Apparitions, Spirits, and finding rhe .Age iu3 
o f Hobbijm, Sadducifm, or Disbelief of jkh chkgs 
have thought fit to referve 'em all togedier Ibr ox 
Paper, which will come out very fpecdily.

T h e  Q u e liio n  ab o u ^ P reach in g  w itlio u t Notes, isfui  ̂
A n fw e r 'd  in th e  i z  Numbers chat w il l  be 
n ext Thurfdaj. •

We cannot find thofe QuelHons about Religion, iem- 
tion'd in a Letter fent us laft Night 3 bu: if
cou'd, we fuppofe the is ali eady
in one of thofe Rules laid down in our zd. Piepu-

aDberttremenw.

T He Hiftory o f the Jacobites o f Mgypt, LyhU- 
their Oricine. ReliPTon. CVr»m/sn»ftc iausti®

nc iiiuui/ ui uic jacQDites Of .e^gypt, Lyots.
*  th eir  O rig in e , R e lig io n , C erem onies, Law s»'« 

C u lto m s : W ith  an A cco u n t o f  the Jacobites o f  
D o n e  b y  a P erfo n  o f  O u a lirv . for and

. Y u i i d i i  /zccounc or the Jacobites ot Mg*-";: 
Done by a Perfon of Quality. Printed for, and Soid 
by Eliphal Jaye at the Bible on the North-lide of 
Royal Exchange, and R. Baldwin at the Oxfsrd-Arms ^ 
Warwicĥ -lane.

(r5 *In p h v y a td , the third Door in Grajs-lHn-ltnf. ^  
p r .  Thomas KJrUm, a Collegiate Phyilcian, and Sworn 
lician in Ordinary tu Kme Varies the SeconJ, until tus'^7 ’ 
who with a Drmk and P jl ( hindring no Uulinefs) 
to  Cure any Ulcers, Sores, Swellings ni the Nole, Face, o r ^  
parts ; Scabs, Itch, Scurfs, Leprolies, and Veneriatnilcale.ofpt^v# 
nothing until tlie Cure be linilhed: O i'the la'It he Iwtli cured .‘"-“'I 
hundreds in thh City, many o f  them alter fluxing, which 
ev'd from the Lower Parts to the Head, and fb dtllroys many. JJ* 
Drmk is 3 the quart, the Pill i a Box, with Dircflions 3 * 
ter Purger than wliich was never given, for they clcanle tlw Body" 
all Impurities, which are the caufes o f  Dropfies, Gouts, Scorsiw 
Stone or Gravel, Painsin the Head, and other parts. With an<^ 
Drink at i r. 6 d .u  Quart. Htcures all Fevers and liot Dilie??^ 
without Bleeding, except in few Bodies. He gives his OpuJi**' 
all that writes or cotucs for nothing.

L O N D O N ,  Printed for f  jBtmtOn at the Raven in the Poii/in;. 169
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