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fUnmb. ir.

The Athenian Mercury

NUCCha,

Queft. jth?r X Compyehenfory™ or the Uniting™
w Conforvjiifs and Nonconformijis,

'e mxrjfxry for the Rrformivg of

Anfm Yes undoubtedly — bccaufe the Schifm it felf,
on which *rce foever the faiil: lyes, isa great Sin and
SciniiU dAdi highly needs  Keforntaiion — for that* there i
aSchifm is as plain as.thac One and One are not 0 »e> but
5 fince there are different Churches, different Communi-
and Hearts nore different and cfpojite than either. This
Kiigi is furrlier neceifaiy, even to PERSONAL REFOR-
MTfTION, becaufe the want thereof has fo much ob-
ftiuiked ir, Perfons being more concern’d for their own
periiedir™ Terents than for common Chriftianitynay,
entertaioing the moft bitter, fcurrilous and prophane
itttfiagainlhhe contrary Party, even itvrheir moft fo-
itfit and religious Performances, with Approbation and
Plafure — as let thofe concern’d fay what they will,
kb whole Converfation is but any way general,
onootbur have feen and heard Inftances of but too ma-
ny* Ad thus while one laughs at the others PREACH-
ihe other at his PRAUNO, the Atheift laughs

«”h, and there are very many believe neither. Be-
Mes, the World is Cofooliffly ill-nx-ur'.I”™ rhat oppolite Par-
ties roomj.)-)k are out of fpite eifl’cr carelds or negli-
pnt many Chriftian Duty which ti-ey fte their Oppo-
len Knft or eminent in performing. Another Keaioii
ficJdiuntibus, we fee nochow the ancient

fo much defired, and the lofs cheieot Ib

lamented, can ever be renew’d, without which
itsirot very likely fucb 1 REFORMATION as is defired
“judtake very large fteps among us: Since as things
I L Perfon be Excommunicatedin our Church,
L fo fly foi in theirs he flies to us, or

al hemeen both, rails at all, and is ol neither.
n5 fhis/<*M/'t«J/>04/<IJW Divijion lids, it can-
anl ? ouf will ftill be different Interelis,
darZ! be not only
but breed Animofities, Strife and

the different Parties----- m kh God 'motvs

Exk] non Ompofed and

. Qpefi. i. mnber 5 Regulation in the EleHing of Mem-
KEFCAE'?‘E ~~tiament will not greatly Contribute to the
ilk AMATIOM fo much (pallen of and defred ? or ggA
tfutaitrptest Reformation without it P aiikd would not fiich

UiiliTT theprffent Endeavours, and be a Means

firV 1 a Ejiablijhmevt of the Rtformation begun and
"7 continuance thereof ?

cifiodiatjpfos? Tliac fuch a

7 s , d i ; e ; s ‘' aaounts:

Tre's™ m Neriff mentions,
a/ff icn ~™iner of doubt to be madre— But all the

m-jft ka j - " Regulation he acecomphline ?
wlin » Parliament, and confenred to by
“iI'h much F.ime/— that we can neither
N N Manners fay any more on Ib tender a
N Lives NnderflanJing, Virtuous and
H « Countrey 5 and in a word,
Nhat the fittefi of Men to be chofen Mem.
‘“ormer more doubt to be made of this than
1 ilik ihall we find enough of 'em, (out
wpNi? n Chara”er? And upon

Liberty of Free-men and

iSm n have FOTES, (inany

N high'ah'bradiz. med Perfens as de-
N Bive uh or*" fhereunto
~nwili diflikf ff. ; confident no honeft
N 7 Ndtereft does not extreamly byals

Novemkr

1691.

T. That thofe th” gives their rotes for, be Men of Senfe
and Ability ; by rchich m mean, not only of fount Reafon,
but wfU vers'd in the Interejis of their Counirey, and ofall
Europe and in areerd, ft totrafe up a part of one of the
mofi augiiji Affemblies in the H'crhi.

a. fijat they befirm Friends and Lovers of theprffent E/ia-
blijhmem in Church and State, yet no Biggot” nor fiot-heads,
whoare the unfitteji Men in the 1\VVorli to ma\e\atfr for others
when they han't Prudence enough to rule themfelves, rhefe Ex*
tSreaIms being the certain Arguments both 0) weal™ and narrov

ouls

3. That they be Mtn, as far as can be guefs'd, oftrue Pie-
T/, which can only be kywwen by their virtuous, Icber and re.
Jigious Convt-rfdtion: Fi-r juch as thefeniU neither be
Corrupted byall the Gold of France, ncr Sway'd by any Fa-

England, nor (O joon by.ff'dby any little private In-
tereft, injurious to the Fublid™ Benefit of the Nation.

Thus have we endeavour’d tO Anfwer the Gentlemans
lecond Qiieftion-.-buca’as we may be yet far enoti-tfi
rrom making any fuch Clioice j for while the EleShrs
are ~vern’d by Faffon, or Interefi, or Fice it lelf, it's
not like their Fotes Ihou'd be any jujUr chan themfelves ;
and tis too certain, that moft of tholb Qiialificacions
mention J, wou’d bring their Owners many Enemies, for
no other Realon bur becaufe they were Ib. Confidering
then tn™ Prefent State of Affaars, we doubt the Reformat!,
on muft be more general, and begin below, as it has al-
Moy tjbove, before it can reach the middle.

(iieft. 4. 1”hjt Methods will be bejl to tafe, that fuob
Perfons may be EleSfed, and belng Chaofen, that they ey be
duely Returnedp ,

* ~MMiment Bufnefs, than the
Work of luch a Paper-- A little more fVit and Horefiy
CGStrue, and a little lefs Drinli and Money wou’d do the
Work without it — But the two firji ofehefe Commo-
dities are much more fcarce than the two laft: The for-
mer ot which is almoft always the great HAwv e of
ons, and the Utter too often of Returns : For it can’'t be
imagin'd how much it inclines a Scribes Hand toJJip, when
its crammd fuU of Guineas, er even his Head it felf 10 mi-
jtal”e, when feme particuUr Irterefi or Faaion—fills ewvery
Cell of his Brain. Seme Perfons have piopoled, and that
with Realon enough, that the Penalty of Falfe Returns
Ifioud be greater, both on the Returner and the krrw«-
M — for tjs an eafie matter if worft comes, to pay a
Jmall Summe of Money for a good Friend, who has forfeit-
ed Confettnee, Honour, S(ul and all, to Oblige a Gentle'
man : Whereas, were the Penalty in this Cafe more le-
vele, and upon rhat fide it can hardly offend 5 the Crime
r.aviiig perhaps as bad or w'oife Confequences than the
very higheft of thofe which we make Capital j ( Jow-
ever certainly a little more hainoiis than Stealing an Old
filare or Thirtetn-pence-half-penny.) We fay, were the Pe-
nalty, Enure Forfeiture of pTfonal and real Ejiaie, making
the Family eternally Infamous, by Ibme Publkh® Brand
let ujwn ’em, and rendring 'em utterly incapadta'.ed for
any future Employment— This wou’'d make thofe who
are concer'nd, a little more afraid of Burning their Fin-
gers. ------ But whether we fInll ever live to fee fuch a
nappy Reglatien - - N. L.

C~/eft. y. fFhetber to purchafe Votes with Money or pro-
cure 'emby Treats to Excefs with H'ine orfireng Brink &C
be not an irregular and unfair ProceedingAnd can fuch
Perfons have a true aim at the right Ends of Giraernswnt,
who endeavour to be Chofen by Methods fo'rebuiaant and con-
traly thereuntoP— And can ary true Engfifh-man, who it
willing to ferve as a Member in Parliament, out ofa true
2ealkr thegood ofhis Countrey, and having nothing elfe in
his Eye, give Countenance and Encouragement rt fo |gnoble
and bafe a Choice P

Anjw. To purchafe Angle Votes with Morey, is fo
fcale and mean a Thine, that vre can hardly think there’s
any that pretend to be Gentlemen can be guilty on’e.

To



To procure or obtain 'em only by Treats™ See. Is much
e lame with the other — but there’s feme cNifFeience
betwixt prccurin™ rotes by thele TreoiSy as they are
here call’d, and only allowing fome moderate refrejhment
to thole wliopeihaps come many miles to give them,
and rauft toil and I'wcat in a Crovd j'ometimes a whole
Day, Liefoie their Voces can be taken : - However, Ib
great and Icandalous is ti\e abiiie in things of this Na-
ture, and Ib vaft *is the- confequence thereof, that
‘cwou’d perhaps be happy torE»”/jrJ it thiscuftom were
entirely leftolf, nay, forbidden by feme fevere Penalty:
for the jreople' more iieed to hear a Sermon, or
fome good Difcoarfe, diredfing 'em in their Choice,
beioie they fet about it, than to make ihemlelves Brutes
before they come to choofe Members ofan Aflembly
that is to regulate the Affairs of almpH all the fTorU.
But the mifeiy is. 'I'hat rebus fic Jiamibus, Let a Gen-
tlemin have the rinue ofa Saint, and the fTifdom ot an
~"n2el, if he’ll no: life the accuilom’d Methods, and li-
guor bs %Toat, he gets not a Soul of 'em to lift up
their roice or Hands in his behalf — And the charge is
now grown lo extravagant, that there are many Ele-
dlions which cut arcayf/m a Gentlemans Ejiatej what
wou’'d formerly have been thought a good Fortune for
one of his Children, —which makes many dejer.ving Gen-
tlemen of the cleareft Sence and Reputation, and excel-
lently accomplifli'd to leive their Countrey, He at
home ( while others of much lefs Meric are moll for-
ward Candidates,) rather than injui'e their Families,
to hurnour the extravagance of a drunhjtn Crond. As to
what is pleaded of the peoples fatigue, they might be
moderately refrelh’c, when the Work was ended at
much lefs expence than ufual on fuch occafions — But
this might be difeharg’d with much more Juftice, by
the Countrey than the Candidate, fince 'tis for their fer-
vice that the Gentlemen exp.fe themfelves to much
Wirethan going a few miles, or jianding in the
Field a piece of a day— We mean, taking long Tourneys
10 London, and from the mofl diHant ‘pz.ns o fEngland,
and remaining there at great Expences as long as the
Seflions hold. But after all, we can fee little likeli-
hood of having this Regulated; tho’ ifever APDKESS
(™ PETITION were defenfible, or advifeable, 'twou'd
bsin a thing of tl]lis Nature; Not butthat we are fen-
fible twou’'d be nO very eafie matter to perfwade all
the worjhiplul EleSiors to fet their marks to an Abhor-
rence of Calces and Ale, fince there’'s a great many of
emwoud looner be brought to part with their Wives
and Children.
QuelT.  Wljether the Commons of England ajfembled in
Parliament, are not a Fountain from whence our Laws
not an indufiricus care and concemn in the
People to prejerve that Fountain from Corruption, be in a
great degree the effects of Reformation, and a true proof of
their earnefl Inclination and Delight to drink at a dear
Stream ?
Anfw. To find the Fountain of the Laws, we
by whofe Authority they are EraFfed :
And that all the Ails of Parliament cell us, is by the
Ids 3nd Conans, and by the Authority of the
fame. Therefore King Lords and Commons, are the
Fountain of the Engljjh Laws, neither without the o-
ther ; as we think all true EngUjhmen have ever grant-
ed, and we fee not how any can deny, unlefs fuch as
run madding either after Democracy or Tyranny. It’s
~ue, the Queftion is propofed caucioufly, and the
Commons are therein called a Fountain, not the fo«a-
mn whence'the Laws proceed. But Strjsraigntym the
proper fence of the word, can be but one; Now the
Fswer in England, if it be a mixt Monarchy

r~mm Lords and
King is the Heal tho’ confi-
X n« his 1”eople, without whom he'
ill a Head fepara-
A% Soveraignty, we fay, where-
thereof is

M I Countrey in different Hands.

N

|¥LW nm”» . 'Atits and Forms
ofLaw running in

h.—'Vr”
is Name, whereby we come as near

Af I and mconvenience, name[?/, clofenefs
of Councils, and readmefs of Execution. he Legifk-

ttvc power is ma't in both, for both their Confentsffi

their Authorities are requir'd to any Law. The po*
er of the F«r/eis in the Lords and Commons PBsin-
ing, tho’ the Sword in the King’s, and tho’ the
Conlent is requir'd to the granting any Taxes

han’'t many Inftances of-V/oBy S///r not pa(fing)/ii
this fecures us from the inconvenience of ablclutel
narchy : — He who has both Law and Afom oi h.-.a
may make his Subjeds Slaves whenever he pleaU .?’
people who have them in their own Hands if
Slaves 'tis their own Faults. Now rhefe 'three v*
Lards and Commons, sccoidfng to the Conffitu-inT
England, are as has been faid, but one Body inpi/
menc, and but one Authority inherent in 'email odn®
Therefore our Laws cannot be properly faid to”
moitthinonefountain, namely, the High ComcfpH'"

Now as to the Head thereof, thanks to Heaver
have afoeady fuch a one as every good man, a,dW
Englijhman woud wifh to have, might he be puttok
Choice. Asior the Ordines Jtegni, the Lordsand
not to enter into the thoiny ].ow theTlI
Efiates are to be divided, we flialronly fay in
to the Reformation mention’d and defired, as to thebS
that the example of fuch aR ing, and both the BatrS
and Precepts of lo many of their Members, the
ritual, than whom even Envy it feff muft grant
better mn filCd the Pajioral Chairs, thele thim,V-
own Conlciences and Honours, and T/w may Shei
makethem anTwer the tnds for which thevenwvS
Dipicies, and be themfelves Examples to orheRurj
Rtft"matm. For the we have difeours’defa
inthelaft Quefiion, and made rhatwr Conduftno™

And thus TOij
the aueftioils relating to the Parliament, whichlw
on the fame Subjed and fentall by the fane

nave aniweied here all togecher.

7. !}Nhether a Kingdom ofthe Pegples-M
worthtiding* 9 [P n
Anfw. So it has been thought, or elfe how as
there to be lo much jirtving to be Kine of Fisu'
But further we ftould hardly'have had an™

ledly the Original ofall the Kingdoms at prefentia &

thlr "“f ofdoors) ad -

nf®Dbethought themore W
ofattaining power ? But we doubt there’s more /ithi

this ~ery than appears, which we ftalJ endeam'S
provide an An idote aganiR without difeoverft
more plainly. We ly then, and aie pretty conL
we can make it good, chat the Kingefom of ErM
neither is, nor_ever was unlels nerha«V*
ly lo in Its Oripnal, on fome peculiar finglefe -
which cant make ~Denomination, any more than ii«
contrary the Son to the prelent Ki-.g of

fhoud happen toluccecd his Father in chat Kic-g"
woud the 6ro»« thereupon ceale to he EURKki.d
delerve the name of Hereditary. We vyet go furf
and add, that neither can there be faid to be fo

as an Infiance of an EleSthn, where an Abdicatioa™
die prior PolTeirot, a proper and a Derivative Riel™

Right if not of a Conqueror, yet of a Deliverer, cox =
tor (hares m lo great an Event.

QiieR. 8 ~bether the Government encourages tht ™
formation for Gods fahe or their own

Anfw. Undoubtedly for Both: For our Comfort ft
God and theKJngare now on the fame fide.

We have receiy d a Queftion, and fimethirgint®

) ) GUI™.POfPDER-PI™
which fliall be Anfwer'd next Saturday

The Ladies Quellions ftall be Anfwerd o®

Tuefday.

aidtiertifcmmt.

He Mottrners Companion : or Funersl *
T courfes on feveral Texts. By John Shtfd'
Printed for John Ditnton at the Ruven inrheV
trey,, and Abraham Chandler at the ChfiFp-
ons Arms” at the Entrance into Barthoici™At
Clofe in Alders™ate-fireet.
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