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rhe Athenian Mercury:
^ a tu ta a t, November 14. 1691.

Queft. z, Whit certiin indiibitibU Grounds can we hitiie 
for the Prudke of injam-Bapiifm ?

fo many ^ e ,lions about rnfant-Baptifm, Were not a little imperriiient, tell our Querift that fe- 
tbi! 'lu mpo/Jible to Stue 'em ally Verbatim j ; «  we'U veral Nations had and yet continue the Cuftom o fC ir- 
Uilliur d:l--iitr^unicey as hear as juch a fmall Pu~ cumcizing the Nimphse of their Females, bothuponaRe- 
ftrviU ter hv Stating the fumme of all fiah ^ f i i -  ligioiisand Civil Account: Scmewill tell usthat this Cu- 
M is ire of ihe U>ne Nature togtiheT, which perhaps may ftom ( and ’cis not vi-ry improbable J was derived from 
UpiU) fkuid to ibefe following Ones: the JewSy it being well known chat the m H n e of the

f. a. -w 'em y ,, L / ■ which taught, was learn’d from the RaWis,
*■  \  / I  / Wwftrr ( as is commonly Taught )  Bap- and alio that feveral Nations have feveral ^ewijh CuAoms 

\ !  \  U\mis the Proper and Natural Ami- amongft’em, the Jewx being difperled through the 
V ^ type of Circunaifion? i f  this bejrov'dy whole World, and in fome placBS in very ton/iderible 

2ffte’s(f,l* 0; Antipsjobaptilm falls to the groundy Numbers.
fuperitruHure from which all juch Conlequen- 

Fioiis deduc'd by Anfinardobaptifts, or Baptifts,w;y^
tdame of Anabapeifts. .............. .. r

fhe odwiL KRownnj the Cufioms of Nationsy LinguifmSy From the Scripture s And FirA from the Or-
\y prefi*l ( mav lo lay ) or Exprtffions only peculiar to fuch der of the Words in the Commifllon, fm M c m -n  yrdv-m 
iybeaiA.|“ ^^ Tongues, together with the Ignorance of the «  Vifciple all Nations \ and then follows Rctdr- 
)d to’t ; ierl W k 5 or Original Significations in Languages, are the 77̂ o»̂ 7fif îJU<TMv-nf j from the Order of which Words; 
Itheykel UDihcle of unuerllanding Truth, and by conie- t. Inlants are not Excluded from Bapiilmy as is eenerilly 

* C ?  ^nhappy Introduicions into many dangerous believ’d by Anabapiilis. A  Perlon may be Baptiz’d
toties and Schiims m the Church. Pei haps thele may before he be Taught-----  For fiem-
jetCegrut CauleofDilputesuponthis prelentSubjecf, to Difciple all Nations, perfonally and lubie- 

zspirn  of Contention. Our pofitive An- ^ively, as Me fhall IheW prefen:ly j being a general 
1 1̂0 me Qjeftion,is,tha: in many Cales it will bear the Word, it contains in it the two others that follow, w>.

 ̂ endeavour to prove from ^‘cprnifiV'jic x) JidsctrKovTtCy Baptizing and Teaching, it 
-I .o.vtng Confiaei^tions. ^ ‘"g.the Imperative Mood, and the other two only

' CuAoms tmonefi the ftwsy in Profe- Participies : So chat the CommilTion of it is ibau and
tne Gentiles into their Religion, lo far indeed Cir- the Mode of it thele: But in the Mode, Buptirim ’em - 

a Type, but rather a Con- P^cedes, Teaching ra obiervcy & c. Secondly, ChiU  
J Saviour and dren are capable o f Projelytifm, as may be oblerv’d from'

had added unco it all that was necclTary to our Saviour's words, when he laid, Suffer Utile Children 
there flallTir. Proper and perti^mt Type of Bapiifm. \ cotk unto mey the Original is a 9e7y cr^V, which is
ir^wirlp'^^P-'l'n was the Common Cuftorn of initiating the fame w i t h t o  Profelyie, whichalfo Con- 

' vvhole Families, ^which hrms the firft Expofition of the Order of the Commiffi-
............ - ... L-..- . /■  ,, on before rwited----- - Befides, when we read of wilio/eFit-

Baptiz’d, o f the Covenant made to you and yout

ib liU xaej;

firwmi

5£NrS u- 
ideATHt 
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wavcne jixeiieit way tor em to hnd little Chtldren, 8cz. o f Childrens being of rhe t{yngdom ofHea^ 
n aJ Pra^ice of it i for had St. John the Bap. ven, of being Holyl̂ s being the Offspring of Profelyted
' r*? c , P5:o^^^yting the or Believing Parents -  Nay further, when w-e meet with

Inffances o f Children that have been fo very Young,- 
enough Nfir but alfo of a New [ome l«fore they cou’d either goe or fpeak, chat have

Vl uvi’ i,?T b̂is Cullom was continu- bad Inch ftrange Exits into another World, we may with
jlL^^«J»dig‘Wtjon imaginable explode that Uncharita-Icf-p,

-- -r- A  ̂ as we d o ----- - The bft cm up, look’d up it felt; aud with an Air o f all the
■ he Eagi4 |tw Circumcifed iatisfadfion that was pofiible for an ancient Perfon, dy’d 5

inputingoff the another that fmil’d dyings but to fuch as will meet
Cmumcifion oj Chrijly with more fuch like Inftances, I refer ’em to TiieDo^

■ BUR.TED WITH HIM IN  BAP- ^nne of Infant Bipufm, &c. by Samuel Winter, D .D .
wr IS — r t f  Baptising the Ifraelites in Printed for John Crook at the Sign of the Ship in Sc

f'^uls churchfrd ; 'cis in IJ4, I f f ,  &c. W b
as w'ould ask luch Perlbns who deny Infants uncapa-

;jor/?4'ye ble of Bapeifm, becaufe they can fhow no adfual
hisAlEf-l̂ . '  indii^dsy All cheje things are our Figures. Sign o f it, What they think o f the Ruler's Paugb-

k- — ■ The laft is. The laving o f »«* ? Our Saviour bid him only Believe, and it
' ^ T ^ “otrhMl B ‘ the Ark, I Pec. 3.21. We mould be done. ’Tis a great weaknefs to believe Childreo

69L

««, . out v..niiurcn mint no it,'
a “ “  ’7,"-  ̂ wiuugu not capable of working j or elfe not only the

■ ’ 'they amongft the Race of AnabaptiAs,'hut o f aU Chrifiiansi nay, o f the
AalVers t h f ' whole World, muff fooa be extirpated. From which we 

eis the Objci^fion —  Btfidcs we cou d, if u would ask. What Priviledge have the Children of Be-
Umi%
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U^imr Farms above Unhelim f̂g ? I f  thev fay, None but
theFrajm offuch  Patents, (for that they ufually do ) 
we further ask. Whether the words, Elfeverepur Cbtl- 
drcnUncLem, btumw they are Holy, 
theContexc. relate to O f ^
a common Debt to X..7 Perlcns. iinmprfai

Hut w e  tnJght further prove this from theUmverfa 
Confenc of the Churches m all Coumreys , tor as 
Tmuilun dt Prt!cTiptor<i Hmt. c. z 8. EcqKii 
te, &c. Had the Churches £rrcd, they 
ncd, «-r. But we lind it not only m the ChmUies ot 
Europt, but alio that ’tis tlie Uniterm 
firft Plantation of Chrift.an Churches, 
nies of the fame Mother Church, had Coi.elpo i- 
dence by their Bilbops' or Presbyters j and luch as u e  e 
o f Original Plantations, or betwixt which ns moie 
than probable there was no Communication, by
©fthe vail dillance and want 
Countreys where they lived, as the Cnurch in
the lurther ^shiepia, and the hi.Un 
and Cran̂ onur, and about Afj/iapar, planted by Sn r»(>* 

allwhicii pradice Infant-Bapulm: S «  Brermoods

^^Next, Infant BMiifm is to be prov’d by Artuumty i we 
being able to demonlhate. That there never was any 
particular Congregation till above arter
Chrift, when all Churches us’d 5 «
be fiificiencly prov’d in the Firft, Second, Third, nd 
lucceeding Omturies; Which fliows that the word 
in Dilcipling all Nations, did and does comprenend /«-
w . -----  Perhaps thefe Three lart Arguments may
have more force in ’em to conclude what they delign, 
than the hrft Thought will bear ; We coud produce luch 
undoubted Autho'-ities, in every Age fince Chnlt, as wou d 
faeishe any thinking Man , but our Paper is too

Queft. 3. ff̂ hether Infant Baptifm h  to be found in Scrip-

Anfve. Not exprefly in the Letter, but from neceffary 
and unavoidable Conl^uences, as we have already 
Ihewn j which is enough to all Dif-mterefted 1 ®̂ *ons: 
Tofuchas arePrejudied, we wou’d put this <̂ iuJtton, 
Whether the DoBrine of the Trinity is to be found in the 
Scriptures? They’ll make the Inference that we have 
done a^ u t Infant Saptifm j nay and will think every one 
a Htretiek that believes it not lufficienc. ,  ̂ ,

Nor cou’d the Anabaptijls themlelves defend themlelvcs 
againft the j who, for the atbrelaid Reafon, have
laid afide all Ordinances.—  Suppole the .^uakrts 
fliou’d ask us, Whether God made the World out ot Pre- 
exilitnt Matter, or no ? Whether jefus Chnll was the 
Second Perfon in the Trinity .<* Whether our Sayioi  ̂ was 
born of the Pyrgin Mary ? How we can Maintain the 
Godhead oiChr lit?  Nay, almoft, How w ecan F w ean y 
o f the Articles of our CbriJUan Faith f  Wc ftiou d be at 
a lofs to do it verbatim, but by neceflary Conle* 
quence it may be done. At this rate, no Language but 
Originals fignitie any thing in D e f in e , and Gigno, and 
to Beget, are two Sences, becaufe two different Sounds 
and Letters j but we think fuchConclufions fo ridiculous, 
as CO delerve the expence of no more time to con­
fute’em. , ,  ,

Quell. 4. IPhy was not ChriS Baptixed before he was 
thirty Tears old ?

Anfw. From the fame Reafon that the Jaylor, the Eu­
nuch, and St. Peter's Converts, were not i vix> There’s no 
adhering to a Oodlrine before it is Inftituted j or, which 
is aU one, that is not Preach’d, fo as fuch and fuch Per- 
fons might hear i t : Infant Baptijm Was as much before our 
Saviour’s time, as amongft thofe of riper Years Imce, 
and chat’s Proof enough.

Queft. y. fPby Spri^ ing, and not Dipping ?
Anfve. Our Church denies not the latter to any one that 

deflres it, but looks upon’c as a clear Reprefentation of 
our Saviour’s defeending into the Grave, abiding there, 
and riling up again i acording as the Apoftle makes ufe

ic, when he fays fPe are buried with him in Baptifm : 
But the Church has Power to dilpenfe with Circumftan- 
tials, and the Manner of Acting, (chough not the A)5l 
it felf,) efpecially in cold Countries, ore. But in this 
there’s no Eflencul Difagreement, therefore noc worth 
the Difpuce.

5. What thivi ye e f tinlethtt aye r- v ,

The Bapti^s arc already fatisfy‘d about ‘em , aod wc allb 
hope very well o f  *em, being afliir‘d »/ /ueb are the îngd r̂ntf

QueU. 7. I f  ciildren be Sav*d, vbnher Bapui^d or rt» 
GgfitUis Bafti/tn T , • .
 ̂\Aitfii’ . ‘ Tis the Badge o f Chrift, an Evident Note ol Diflinilino 

from the Children o f  Infidels, and as wc come to the Knowledge til 
fpiritual things by fcnle, l b ‘ tis an evidence ol a greater Ad'jr.rt 
o f t ie  Favour olG od towards‘etn, being vifibly introduc'd mtoiat 
Corenant o f Grace.

Queft. 8. Whether Clnldren have Faith or no, jince Faith and Rt. 
penuinct are tre-requijite to Baprijht ?

^npv. We have already lLcw‘ d, that according to tlieH<,rdi 
o f  the Cnmmiflion, BatiiTjrtg goes betore Tracbing, rlieretort lurt 
is fioc luch a pre^reqi*ifiicncls*iis Ibmc (Ircani ol> Ice 
Saviour was Born King o f  the lev’s. But admit as prc-rcqutliR 
to Baptifin, W e cou‘ d Anlwcr that Children have Faith feu.t.u 
tho‘  not ill vifihili; as an Ai lift, when iie is indilpos'd or.. ifp
IS potentially an Artili, tho* not aitually -------—  But our
is full to the purpole, Mattb. 18. '‘ Hh
a6. Wbofoever Osall receive orufuch liitU Cbtld in vi) Aamr, r.-t.-iv.-* 
me, but whpfoeverJhaU offend one of theft little ones tia fE k L im  
IN M E, it mere beiter that A Mitfione were banged atom hisNet\,
and he call intothemidji of the Sea---------- .H God be pleas'd to »-
radiate or fliine upon the Souls ol Children in Heaven, and tlxj oi 
behold the Face o f God, as onr Saviour fays, then it loi.WNiha 
they have Faith in He.iveii, and why not on Harth '  To bctold i* 
Face o f God is au Art o f Faith, fee Heb. 1 1 .27. But fumurn* n 
havcvifible Effefts o f the Faith o f Children, witneis thole hmui 
Inftances o f Ibme little Children in New-England, relatcdbj^ 
verend Mr. Elliot, in his Book entituled Tcan of Jtepeniance.'^ 
Relations are thele: .  . .  j  ^

ThisSpriag, inthebeginningof the y e a r - t h e  LordwujUo 
fedto  affliS fundry of our fraying lixlians with that grtrvoos 
eafi of the Bloody-flux ; whereof feme with great tontunis tit irr 
bowels dyed; amongll which two liille Children v/ifcr 
years and upward, under three when they dyed, and f '  
inane Houfe, being ta{en with that Di/eaje : T h e fi'^ o fth y ^  
dren in the extremity of its to.ments, laycryingso God 
Godand Jeiiis Chrift, God and Jelus Chrift, help me ! 
they gave it anything to eat, it would greedily ta ê ii, 
at the approach of Death) but firfl it would cry to God, t>hWd« 
Jelus Chrift, Weis i t ! and then it would i t ; aad in ttuas- 
ner it lay Calling upon Godand Jefus Cb'ijl until it djid. •>  ̂
ther of the Child told me the Story, wiui great wmd-rmeni at l«w- 
of God, In teaching his Child Jo to call tipon God. Die Name of»
ifier Nilhobkou. , , r t '  tlif

Three or four dayes after, another Child in
the fame Difeafe, was (by a divine band doubtlefi) J-nfilff opiu.
froacb of Death, ( an mufual thing at that .̂ Ige ) and (aU'd'' 
ther, andfiid, I am going to God, feveral times V f.
going to God. The Jdotber ( as other Mothers ufe to do ) baa - 
the Child a liitU Basinet, a little Spoon, and a little Tray j 
the Child wai wont lobe greatly deltghud wilhall, ,
w ill)  therefore in the Extremity ofTotmntts they fet thofe tbatp ■
it , a little to divert the mind and chear the/pith i but now
tabesthe Basket and puts it away, andfaid, I will 
behind me, lor I am going to God, I will leave my S p ^ » « ^  
behind me, (putingthem  aw ai)for I am going to  «iod, ^  
tbe/e kind of Expreffions the fame Night finijbed its courie, tof 
The Father of this Child is named Robin Speen, «K whole cm 'iy  
he maketh mention of this Child that dyed in Faith. 
related ibis flory to me, be faid he could not tell f/.
row for the Death of his Child, or his Joy for its Faith
greater. . , j  ,Mri

udfter all. W e cou*d give Accounts ot liich JUng-Uaderi  ̂
.Anabapifs, that when they have come to dye, luvcbecnjJ^ 
larlycaft down about their patronizing this Doclruie, , 
Stock, Bocold, Bahhafar/^z. and ftisOblLrvablc that m tf'-*-'-̂  
wherein Intant-Baptilhi was oppolei', it was by luch ^
Erroneous in other things,, but our bufincls is not to Vet «
niatc Per/o«r, but to convince all gain-layers o f thcTruin
and hinder if  pofljble Ibme Perlons from doing as much 
lyes to keep their ownChildfcn out ofthc Covenant, “ma® 
mon Cruelty, i f  throughly confider'd of. 1 pffKi*’ l

We have pift now at the going ot our Paper into 
ceiv‘d another Letter from { one a.s We believe) ? 
sAnahaptifis, We have not room here to  makelartncfK J 
but if  he pleales CO lend his Obieftioiis, it he is notlafi«7 . 
thing, he Iball have ‘ cm An!vver‘ d ; and We‘ U be very ^  
liibiniz the utmdft ftrengrh o f  w hat he or any body elle I 

^aioft us.
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PROPOS.y4L S  for Printing a Book, entituled, '  
dents ■ Library, containing Extraffs and .^bridgWf^ 
molt Scarce and Valuable BOOK^S that 
either in England or in the Forreign jourrals from tht • 
rbif tjjrw. By our ti>Kj|i>iJig backwards
wards, to render our ACCOUN T OF 
no Perfon can Subfiribe to any but i* our 
was the Firff Propojer of this Vndertakfaig )butbe‘ U * 
ExtraHs twice, as we'^dfi/ew at large, w ere there iht 
pon for it. PROPOSALS aie to be lud at tlie Aai''* I 
Poultrey.

*^*Diatriba de figno Filii Hominis, &  dc l“ un^
Tentu, & c. Authore Crelcentio Mathero. SoldvJ’ 
ton at the Raven in the Poultrey.

Next Wednelday will be Puhlijht THE VISIONS OF 
& c. in io  Dialogues. Written by a Member of the MO^
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