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‘The Athenian Mercury:

$)3tUtlia’P, Novewifer 21,

Certain GemImtn in love xeitha Ladj,
(who being already maniedy and a l'er-
1 luotts IVoman) bad no means whereby to
jifji//bis deftres on her j wherefore on occafion offer'd bimy
'mockTs her Husbandy and in decent time after tourts, and
turrits her, (Jbe being altogether ignorant of the barbarous
fid.) W>procefs of tuns he difUofes to her, himfelftobe the
Hertotrer «/ her former Husband: >“Wryy Whether in this
(iI\t fhe be obliged in Conjcience, oftt of Obedienceto the po-
fuvt U»- the 'law of Nature, and the revealed taw of
Oii, M Jii.over him to the Magijirate : forajmtuh as if Je
hib, }h: breulis her troth given %m (who now claims it by
u ju™i Title as herformer Husband did) in her Marriage i
tti ifm, Jhe becomes accefj'iry to the Murder herjelf d

Anftr. Pei haps this is as'Uncommon a Cale as has
ippeard upon the Stage for many Ages, and a true Re-
fdeien is as nice and tender, as it fclHs ftrange; Whe-
trer our Laws -can fhow any Prefident of this Nature
we know not, nor-dare.we our felves pretend to an
Ewfi Judgment, but wefliall give our private Opini-
M which we dehre may not be deciiive unlefs
lliTCethelid by better Authorities, Wc believe the
Hifi is not bound to reveal herfirjt Husbands Mwnherer:
OurR-arons are, ' * e

r. Bccaufe her Husband that now is, is by th’\law
of Nature part of her lelf, and Nature cannot away
with the pradJicc of Se]f-deftrudion, every thing will
cHferdic lelf as much as poflible, either by oppoling or
Bjirg away from the AggrelTdr.

i. Becaufe her own Husband fs'her felf by the Law
ofthe Land, and the Law of the Land obliges no one
tocondern himfelf, akhd it puniflies fudi asdo.

3 The Secret was committed as a truft; and not on
Witpofefor adilcovery, which ought not therefore to
K reveal'd, efpecially fince this truft is not vacated by
the Obligations above.

Ifthe Murderer of her former Husb.and had bisen any
Bod/ elfe, who alfo had revealed the Secret to her,

ought to have deliver’'d '’em up to the Maelftrate..
Tisnot long fmee we had art inUance of a Perfon un-
Mr great diflraftion and inquietudes of Cohfcience a-
bwtt Murdering a Perfon, who fends.for a Neighbour,
"ttkes him fwear Secrecy to what he ftould reveal to

withal adding, that unlefs he did reveal it, he
Wuld not live ; the other lwore, receives the Secret,
'a'dfallsunder the fame Diftradtions as the Murderer
who upon his ConfefTion became eafie and quiet
®hisMind; This fecond Perfon who had the Secret, in-
midft of Troubles fends for a Divine, and told
the whole, both as to the Murder, and his Oath
J”recy; the Divine told him. That his Oadi {in his
Opinion) was void, not fo much (as he thought ) be-
oufi it was an uniawfti.| Oath, but becaufe the Hand

®& God was fo manifelily feen in afflifting the Con-

Mielers of fuch a Sin.  Tne Party immediately informs
Muftice of Peace of the whole, and the Murderer un-
the Law. The Cuftom ofthe Roman Church is

luch as hides all Secrets of this Nature reveal’d*to 'em.
y* One paflage occurrs, not a little pertinent to the mat-
hand: There conies a Gentleman to a Prieft," and
other Confeffions declares, That he had mur-
Priefts own Brother j The Prieft enj™ns him
~.Pennance, and Abfolres him. Some confide-
ble time after, this Gentleman and the Prieft walking
lether over a certain piece of Ground, the Gentlc-
nuop't, faying, 'Twas fufi.in this place that I fill'd
buried him. The Prieft immediately

Mi~iftrate, and infonns him. That j'afling

,/r luch a piece of Ground, fuch a Gentleman tola
Murder'd hk Brother, and Buried

Gentleman was taken up, and being

nvifted, upbraided the Prieft with perfidsoufnefs and
reachery, contrary to the Obligations of his Cloth,

fiTif

1691.

No, fays the Prieji, whatever you told tre in Confejfien,, /
baire and will comsal; What you told tre out of Confe”™n,
is thefame k if it hadbeen toanother perjon.

(~eft. z. Onedejiret totYow your judgment, if Q Ndto™
rious Sinner, that hath lived 'in private Fornication and
Multerjfor many Tears, and kept up aface of Morality, as
going cenfiantly ts Church, reproving Sin in others, receiving
1the Sacrament, kindto bis Wife in mat”™ or mji refpeHs, not
giving her much caufe to fufpeSl him j carrying it plaufible to
alli never drunk, but in the beji drunken Company j never
Swear nor Curie but in great Paffton j never mueb fought
opportunity of Jvboring, but only when the Whore and oppor-
tunity met. 3 never loved them, but always caji them bafely
off-, but at laji all came oia, he humbled himfelf to his
IVife,made what jatisfaSlion lay in hispower to her, manyor
mojl ofhis.Faults bath confefs'dto her but tkbJhe may for-
give himaa to her part, yetjhe thinks Je is not capable ta
Jearchhis Heart, and counfel him in alt that is bis Putyito
Godandbis Neighbour: Whether ithe not his indijpenjibi;
Duty to confefs all his Sin toan able andgodly Minijier, that
may fearch him throughly, and help to difeover the plague of
his Heart f

Anfw. This is a very fad Account, and deUverd s
little too merrily (iftrue;) for in our Opinion, 'tis
impoflible but tlrat an abhorrence of fuch Impieties
coud have found more refenting expreflions of their
Nature.

Mr. Foulks 15 the Account of his Life, O'c. ( which
we wou'd recommend to all fecret Sinners forperufal,
Misprinted for langly.Curtis on Ludgate-Hill) gives an
Account the neareft this that ever we met, and the un-
happy Confequences of it. Bat to the Queftion, upoh
an Enumeratiwi of the Querifts Vices, ask’t, iVbed
ther (further than to his Wife) Auricular ConfelJion is
not an indifpenjible "Diay in order to a full difeovery of the

ef bis heart. We anfwer, that we don't believe
itindifj~fible, butv?7 r.ecejfary, for fear a wrong Judg-
ment lhou'd be made of the Truth of his .Repentance,
tor we are all naturally partial to our felves, and ape
to *make too favourable Conftrmftions of our own
Cafes:,He is not a fit Judge of an humbled.Sohl,
that durft abyfe and affront the Memory of his Redeem-
er in the Sacrament’, by.trampling upon the Blood ofthe
Covenant: Nor ishe fit to judge of Sincerity, who has
made fuch a progrefs’ in Hypocrifie, that he has not
only cheated tlie World, but himfelf alfo. Add to this#
the EfFedb of Drunkennelsand V/horedom, in the whole
Catalogue of Vices, there is none like thele two for
depraving ofthe Jud”enc, and rendring a perfon un-
capable .of knowing his own Condition. The Habit of
thefe is czlkd Reprobation, which according to the On'-
~nal imports a or blindnels of Heart; And
if fo, the Judgment muft needs be falfe. *

C/eft. A Friend of mine ( fopn after E»
promation ) mearned as he lay in his Beti a Hand appeared
anef Defoended as fiofn a Cloud, and dropped dovyn ar
Book by his fide, uttering thefe words to him, Go
hear Dr.—— and he that believeth ftiall be laved. It
happened, that a while after the Pr------ preached, and rky
Friend was prejen: when be took bit Text, in the iSth. Chap-
ters of St Mark, and the Kith. I'erje, being the verywords
which my Friend drean'd off x weeks before': And upenre-
nembrance of thofe words, and his former Dream, isgrown
much diffitisjiei. — This Relation | do really believe to be
true, he having told it me the very morning he dreamed'there-
of. Gentlemen, | defre your Qpinion what Jhould occafion
fuch a Dream, and idhat it may betoken ; Tour fpeedy Senti-
ments hereof mayperhaps bean Eaferment to ny affficledFriend,
and very acceptahle to me ?

Anfw. Dreams' generally, are the Refulc of Conftitu-
tions, and as fome very Ingenigus Men have obferv'd,
are the moft infalliJjle way to make a true Eftimate of
our Temper*, whether C.hokrick, Flegmttick” itre. bu<
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wbhave alr<ady fpoken upon that Subjedl.* Nolwith-
ftanding, that perfon murt own but little Converfe
either with.Books, or Perfons that looks upon all
Oreair.s to be Natural, fince there are thoulands of
Inftiinces chat will peifwacle any thinking perfon to
the contrary. \

Tis very probabfe, (if the-Relation is true) that the
prelent Inflance is not the Refult of Temperi and to
luppofe that it is not, can be of no iU Conlequence
nay, it is poiTible it may have egood Effectsj there are,
foine things that \ve want to be fatisHed in, chiefly,
whether.there were any particular paflages 'in the Ser-
mon which more nearly relate to the Circumftances pf
the Peifon that Dream’d ? or whether any thing’ chat
was ippken did more or lefs affFedt him chan ordinarily ?
— (™“nr.%ifwer in I'horc is, that fince we areignorant
of many thingsthat might render us better Judges, we
can only offer, that a Wife Good Man receives bpnc-
fit from all Providences, by adapting 'em to the Na-
ture of hisown Circuinftatices, and we hope our Que-
rift will make fuch ufe of this, ( w'hether ’tis, or tis
not an efpeciil Prr.'idence,) that he can upon good
grounds affirm himfelf, that it has not left him lefs
vertuousand.wife-than it found him.

Quefi. 4. ~/r. John Conyers, AvShooe-lane,
hivingUfdy Propofaltothepubliciiy’\expojing his CoV
NioA of Rayities tofuch as JhaU he curiou fee them
gjlre Jour Oénlon ming the Pn% rit n

"Vide to the Publichg

yinfw. Th6 we did notknow any thing of Mr. Copyers,
intention this way, till our Querift gave us the hintj
yet havfng heretofore feen- his Colledion our ielvcs,
arfd 'on this occafion conferr’d" with Ibme tliac are
Perfons of Judgmentj (from whom we are Informed,
that he hath not only new methodized the things that he'
then had, but.aifo made very confiderable additions to
them, fo that the whole may appear New even to thofe
who have' heretofore feen his Mifitum, ) we may affirm,
that it may be many ways ufeful to the Publick: For the
Worthy Colledfor and Keeper of it, hath both s'ith
great Induftry and Charge, for above thirty years'to-
gether, made it his biifinefs, upon-alb occafions to pro-
cure all fuch Subjedfs, either of Nature or Art, that
had any thing of Rarity in them, not only in this and
the Neighbouring Nations, but even frpm the moif re-
mote parts of the known World j tho’ if our Qyerift
think fitcovifitthe Mufeum himfelf, it will give him
a jufter fuller Charafter of it's worth, together
with-he indefatigable diligence of its Compiler, tlnn
fo fliorc an Anfwer as our Method confines ns to, can
give him. He will thei'C find a vaft number of Curio-
Jities, and yet not more obfervahle for their number,
and variety, than for tlieir I'elcdinefs and wopth : For
Natural thing*, he will find Exoticl™ Begjis"y Birds, and
Fijhes, InfeSis, Shells, and Sea produ0 ions. Corals., HaUio-
na, Sea Jhrubs, &c. Exoiicl™ regetab.'es, -Fruits, &c. SU-
ntrals, fsettals. Stones, Gemms, PetrefaWnns, Csrc. in great
plenty. For Artificial things, you will find Antiqui-
ties' very valuable, both Egyptian, fewijb,™ Grecian, Ro-
man, Brittijb, Saxon, Danijh, &c. vi”. their Deities or
Idols, lIcuncula, Amulets', Taliismns, ancient Vfjfels ufei
in Sicrifees,Sepulchral Urns, Lacljrymatorfes, l.amps',Germs,
Meddals, Coyns, Seals, Tefjer.c, Rings, Reys, ArmiUx,
Sculptures, Models, Fibnlie, Stiles, Armour, Shields, JVea-
ponsi A} alfo a large Account of Magnedcal Ex-
periments, PbUoft"*hial Manuferipts, fcVe™al Improve-
tntntiKyhMeraldry, in Ancient GUjs and omerwife
dent Manu(cript Rollsy and Almanadis, with the Ancient
Improvements of Arithmetic”™ of Figures, together With a
confiderable Improvement ofviriety of.Letters in all the
foremi.ndoned languages, as they have been invented in
tradiof Timej Ancient Books relating to the Laws 3
Scotch, Irijh,an.{ Welch Books of Antiquity, relating to
the Laws of Nations, Befidesa Colleftionof Anci-
ent Manuferipts, in the Latin, Chinefe, .Saxon, 1jUndifh,
Mufcovite, French, and Englijh Languages, as alfo Bij>Jes
aod Teftaments both in Manufeript and Ancient Print-
ing. Many whereof are of great life and Value, old
printed Books, (sfe. Not to mention his Outlaodift
Garments, Weipoiis, his Pidures, Prints, and a
vafl: many otlwr things. Now of what ufe a careful!
and oblervant view of thefe things may be to the Di-
vine, the Naturalifi, -Phyfician, Anthuary, Hiftorian,
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Of Indeed anyPetfoa of Curiofity, will not be bard»
determine.

The curiofity of Enquirers ffiall be more folly Anfwer
ed concerning any of thefe particulars, if they dired dnii-
Queftions about this Affair to Smiths Coffee- Me in"«
Stocks Market.

f. Suppofe A JJaUmake an Agreement reithB
ir an Alderman or rich Dealer, which is afterwards put
Writing by the (aid B, which feeming to A to be actwiitt
to the Intent of the Agreement, both Parties Sign and Seal n-
afrerwatds B confulting a Cunning Lawwer thereupon, ft
vifed that he nay avoid the true intent and meaningof it
Agreemera in the fenfe -B k”tw, and the Lawwer alfo btimfi
in his Confdence that A nmeant it, and thought, li dii ft itt
whatever other mental refervatm B might pojjibly have
himfelf. A beinggrieved fues for relief: But (uptofe
his Craft, Power or Purfe, (hall indiiftrioujly obtainthre
fence tr Decree of the,Court in favour of him, greatly ritie
fVrong and Damage of A —  The Queflion is, Iflmher u.
cordingJO the revealed Will of God in Scripture B is.qguitifif
the Sin of Defrauding or -deceiving his Neighbour PAH if
fo. Whether God Almighty can {according to the Scripiurt
and the PerfeSIm of his ow™ Nature ) Pardon che jameuM
B s bare Repentance, without Kejiimm P and whether jud
IAwyer that JhaU Advife and Encourage him in fuch t Sui,
be guilty of the like Sin ? or what SinP orwhet}erdrtytTnP

Anfw. We have thought it convenient, being d i
red by a worthy Perfon to Anfwer this ~{tin'n
this Paper, fince the determination of the Caufe is
of great Mo.ment. This Quefiion is already refolvdiB
yol. A.N. 1™, ~ 14 . only the firft part, which feensto
want a fatisfaftion about the Nature of Referves aaiiw
ble Meanings in Contra0s, is not fpoken 'of. We nigt
urge many/ne Morals, biit fince the matter is ofgia-

Moment, we will paft over our bwn Sencime.nts,oi
givS one that will abide the -Tefi ageinff all Invafice,
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1 Thef,si. 6. That no Man.”o beyond or Defraud hisBir™ ' workcu

in any matter, for the Lord is the Avenger ofall fuch, aat

alfo haveforewarned. The Emphafis is plain for th« A
plication of I'uch as deferve it.

05*rHE miOHS. OF THE SQjtL, before it ajH
into the Body, in feverai Dialogues; Whberciathe
Nature Gcnceptions, Doftrincs and CorrefpondeB-
cies of Unbodied Spirits are diffindlly treated d,
eand many things wholly New are advancd: Tof
ther with a Brief Account of the ATHENIAN,
SOCIETY, and of the different Tempers of tar
QIERISTS. Written by a Member of the A*«'-
an SKiety. Prjee Bound One Skilling Six fact.
Sold at die Raven in the Poulcrey.

05*(pftOfoS.,4LS for PriMiivs a Enmjded, The Yauf
A Students Library, cmiAin'ini Exira”s and

all tlie mofi Scarce and Valuable BOOpCJ that have ben FWd

either in Enjrlaod 4 in the Foireign fournah fretn the TatiUO

this frefentume. ‘Tt rchtrh trill be added (andgiven inn

jerihers J alarge Alpbabcr-cal Table, cempreheacilng the CmoOi™

afthit Vehme, andef all »& Athenian Mercuries SuppteffifiB

Printed in the Tear s»l. 74; alfo an iTttroitiftiontathe'Vfe tf

in a NEW ESSAY upon aU farts ef Learning, tVriuen byiheM”

NIAN SOCIETY, crc. Ey ourtbisgoing backwardsss

wards, weJbaH rend-ronx ACCOUNT OF EOOKJ COMPINM

But far afurther .Account of-ih'ii. 'Vnderia\ingf fee our tv*

ments 'tn Mere. 13,14. Vol. 4. Thofe Gentlemen vho ErfeS™

BEKEFIT of lkele PROPOSALS, ( for i»e having rf/waaM*?

gre.it Knml'er o/Subferibers, fh«U foon have this tVoAi in the M |

are defired tofend in their M»ney before she Fourteenth of

ber»/-xr. PROPOSALS are t0 be had ol fohn Dunjon

ven inthe Poultrey j and of tnefi Beakielleri iN London a«l » *

Countrey.

aoberttfement.

N FAval Speculations, and Maritime Politicks:

, 8 Modeft and Brief Difcourle of the Royal Na*/®
England 5of its Oeconomy and Government, and 3?2/
jeftion for an everlafting Seminary of Sef-mcn, bv a”

al Maritime Holpital. Wi; h a Projeft for'a Royal Fijhtrj-"
fo NecefTary Meafures in.the prefenc War with Frjsfw

By Henry Majdmyn. London, P™N-inced by IF.

fold by S. Manjhip at the BUck-BuU in Ccrnhil, ad/
Fijherzt the Poflern, between the two Towtritlis,

A. Feltham&c che Parlianient-Scairs, and M. Cillyfo'’™»

1Ve(|m|n(|er—hall iSyi. Vuztt™s.Sd. |
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