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The Athenian Mercury.

iit:

Genefis, Chap, n- Verf. 26. Ter ah was 
Seventy years old, and he begat /^bram, 
Verfe 32. The dap.of were 
Two hundred andnve, and he died- 
Now -^bram went for Canaan^ being 
Scverfty five years old , Chap; 12. 
Verf. 4*

Qu. I. y ^ O ti>  the ii. How Abram ,
for Canaan, after the days 

of his Father^ could be but Seventy five years 
old , when his Father liv d  200 and 5, and 
Abram was born in the 'joth year o f his A ge  / 
hut i f  it had been tha tlierahH v d 14$ 7 *hen 
the Computation is Right, /  defire you Students 
of Little  Athens, m  Smith'r Cofee-Houfe, to 
Reconcile this Difference,

Anfw . Terah was 205 years old when he 
dyed.

Terah was 70 years old when he begat A~  
baham.

Abraham was 135 years old when Terah 
dyed.

Abraham  was 75 years old When he went 
into Charran out of which WaS
alfo 50 years before Terah dyed, from 
whence ( and not before) he removed, 
after his Father’s death, into Canaan *, 
Compare your own Citations with the 
7th Chapter of A^Sy and you’l find all 
the difficulty reconcil’d.

Qyeft. 2. Though I  know {Gentlemen ) that 
you want not Sphynx's to help you to Crifi- to 
your MiHy and that the D evil o f  Delphos ne^e 
drove a better Trade in ^ueftions and Anfwersy 
yet becaufe I  am a weU-wifier to the pretty A r t  
o f Tying and Vntying ,  therefore I  prefent you 
with a £ow-knot ( as they call it ) though no 
Gordian onê  i- C. to give a Rational Account 
of the Modus o f Sympathy and Antipathy -y i f  
by Effluviums , How 'tis done ? efpeciaUy in 
heavy Bodies, as in cafe o f Mahomet S Tomb 
between two Loadftones y or the Hkfiy ( i f  that 
be not takpn for p a n te d ) and why the Body 
more kindly drawsy or draws to that than any 0- 
ther? &c- and f o o f  Antipathy  ̂Co»frrf.

Pray Anfwer theniy for I defign to Reply,
Anonymus Anargyrus-

Anfw. As to requiring a Rational Account 
of the Modus of Sympathy and Antipathy , 
whether by Effluviums or no, we refer you 
to what Des Cartes and Mr. Soyle has faid of 
if, being willing to make an Ingenious Con- 
feffion , That we believe it is a Subjedf of 
fuch a Nature, as is onely proper for the 
Exercife of W it, not or Dcmonftration. 
But fince you fpeak of Replies, if you can 
oblige the World with a Dcmonftration of 
either thaty or Squaring the CircUy Tm fure 
they*I not be fo ungrateful as not to ac­
knowledge their Obligations.

Queft. 3- ^ id v u lty S c c ,
Anfw , Idem &  omne hujufmodi.

Encouraged by the Pertinent Replys your 
Ingenious Society make to the different 
^eriesy  wherewith the If^its and Would- 
be-wits arc pleas’d to Exercife you; I pre­
fume at laft to trouble you with the fol­
lowing Queftions; Your fpeedy refoluti- 
on whereof, all togethery will keep up in 
my breaft the honourable efteerq which 
is there born (even to the eredting an Al­
tar of Admiration) to the Vnk^nown A the­
nians, by their very Friend and humble 
Servant, & c.

Qu. t^.Tour Opinionywhether^tis poffiblCyand 
i f  foy how Paffion may be utterly fubdu'd in one, 
who, though fometimes fortifyd  ( as himfelf 
thinks') Impregnably by Reafon, Religion, and 
Relative bonds againft.it  ̂ is yet upon fome occa- 
fions fo violently tranfported therewith, that at 
fuch times he cannot truly be call'd Compos 
mentis ?

Anfw, Refolucion and Judgment are ab- 
folutely necellary to the Coi.queit of fuch 
Enemies— - ’tis no Cowardife . ,  fear ill 
things and avoid them 5 This is one inftance, 
fly all occafions, and often give your felf the 
liberty of thinking, which, with Religion, 
will render you a Conqueror.

Qu. y. Two perfonsy not unfurnifht with Re­
ciprocal Hkjngy Reafon and Courage ( The In­
gredients of Friendfhip) defirous,for the fu ­
ture, o f fecuring their Mutual AjfeSHon from  
the fevere Shocks to which it has hitherto been 
exposed by their own mifundcrfiandings, and 0- 
thers mifchievous defigns of Separating them. In­
treat your A dvice  ,  how they Jhall beft fecure 
their Friendfinp inviolable, and continue ftedfaft 
to each other in all places, at all. times, and in e- 
very condition ?

Anfw , Make much of, and chearfully 
accept all mutual Offices of Friendfliip, and 
when any thing appears to be a breach of 
that Sacred Bond, fufpedl its pretences, and 
make Excufes for your abfent Friend ̂  but 
if when he’s prefent he cannot defend his 
Carriage, pitty him, and be proud that you 
have an opportunity of making him a deb­
tor to you againft the next time that you 
offend.

Queft. 6. I am certainly Informed, That 
fome bafe Wretches have be-rogtid and belyd 
me moft unmercifully  ̂ in feveral places^ They 
are fuch intolerable Cowards as not to anfwer 
my demands for SatisfaSHon •, I  am not likely to 
meet with ’cw, where Jean, undifcovcr’d,gi‘t/tf 
them the M erit of their Services, and Fubltckly 
I  dare not Cudgel ’em ( they are fuch true Tra­
ders, that to name Sword to ’em , wotfid be a 
refieUion on a M ans Courage! ) left I  incur 
the danger o f  profecution at Law , wherein I  
may fear a f o i l ! Now^pray Gentlemen, be plea- 
fed in this difflcult cafe,  to favour me with 
fome feax.ible inftances, or advice, for a mo­
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pufjijhment to thefe un-com-at-Me Raf-
calls?

Either they have injur'd you or not'5 if 
they have not, ’tis injuftice to demand Sa- 
tisfadiion; if they have, know, that fuch 
opportunities are put into your hands to ex* 
ercife your vertue: a noble great Spirit is 
onely fit to receive Injuries, and not be mo­
ved : without this Exercife, true Generofity 
Janguifhes, and dwindles into the balbnels of 
little Revenges. The nobleft Revenge is 
upon thofe domeftick Enemies we carry in 
our Bpfoms, which are always betraying 
our Calmer Peace with ...appearances 5 Se­
cure thefe.and all outward Efforts fall before 
they reach you, or recoil back to their O- 
riginal, and carry their Effedls with 'em.

Qu. 7. Whether after fnndry howurahle me­
thods taken, which have proved tnejfe^lthl,to ad­
vance the Fortune o f one, too m il bred to com­
ply with the Common mean Jhifts o f Scraping a 
Uvelyhood, and who ( for Reafons not to be na­
med) likps not to engage in jirm s at prefcnt, 
perhaps he has not met with the Reward o f his 
Services; The High-way be not as honourable 
and laudable a Stage to appear upon, as a Shop, 
efpecially fince in that Loans Jhall be de/ird one­
ly o f perfons capable ; jin d  in this, all is made 
fijh that comes to N et 5 Rich or Poor, Acquain­
tance er Strangers being alike fare to be cheated, 

not by their own Judgment delivered from  
That fa te  !

-For in this City

( A s  in a Fought Field,Crows and Carcases') 

N o  dwellers, but Cheaters, and Cheateez.

Anfw, I know not whether fuch Refolu- 
tions would bear theTefi, if Man were an 
Independant Creature, but as he is depen­
dant, he ought to donfider, that the Univer- 
fal good is look'd at by the Divine Author 
of Beings, more than to gratifie the particu­
lar humour of this or that peribn : but 'ds 
obfervabJe, that among all the various Dif- 
penlations of Providence, no perfon is fo dif- 
pos d of. but it lies in his power to be great 
and honourable, that is fin other terms) 
be Vertuousandjuft; 'ds not the meannefs 
of a Calling that truely denominates one to 
be mean, but mean and fordid management 
of any Calling. A Shop is honourable, un­
der fome Circumftances, but a High-wav 
under none.

A/y oiP« Vraaice has confirmed my Credit to 
that Ancient Doarine ,  that our Coun­
try claims a Debt from us 5 'Tis for 0- 
thers therefore, more than my own fake. 
that I  am bold to -^uery,

Queft. 8. Whether fn ee  nothing is more evi­
dent, than that all Governments ( o f  what fort 
foever ) honour thofe to whom they owe their cre­
ation, with Lefs Reward, than fuch as refin­
ed that Confiitution, till forced to fubmit there­
unto by/hofe. AH  who have any ( and all ought 
to have fome ) care and regard to their own pri- 
vateweal, and the profperity o f  their Families,

are net difeharg^ (  at leafi ,n thh unaritefut 
lefi ) from Thus ferving the P M k k ,n h e ti. 
by,tn all probability, they hat-ard the m lfareof 
the,town dear felvet, and dearer Vofierity I ‘

There is a Debt to our 
try, and the Adage will always h o ld ^ i' 

natiftitn̂  ; and what fignifies it to 
my Duty, if another is un juft to me, it an° 
fcels not mine; My Vertue is the Greawr

Mercenary Pretenfions,and
aft chiefly for the Reward of Vertue: other 
additional favours make me not the better 
Man, and then it is certain the want o f’em 
can t makeme worfe. The injury of um 
giving me my due, is the Creditors, if he’ll 
not repay, he IS an ill Man ; and therefore 
deferves my p.tty, and I alfo come, under

On  ̂ ‘ f-Ĉ U p Whether do you account the befl- Chri-
fttans,and the mofi i„  the Right-,thofe Eliza Pro- 
ieltantr,to whom theLitnrgy andEnglijhHierar. 
chyowe,tfm t thetr Formation,their Fomdation-, 
to wkehyoH may add the mofl Eminent D h in l,  
in James and Charles the Firft’ ,  times, who ne- 
ver honour d  the Romjh Hierarchy with milder

Man of Sin, Idola­
trous Papifts, Synagogue of Satan, and fuch 
I th — Or, our hetter-bred DoElors o f the prirent

R orn'r ri, "  t  Gentlemen of
of Rome— Old Gentleman, 

ay, and fommmes Reverend Father, & e .—
Anfwer is moft proper to 

be ask d by the Authors themfelves; though 
if we mull give our Opinion, Religkn S t  
not to take its value from’ E p Z t f f ^ H  
Names, either given or received, but from 
itsow'ti innate Conflitutions and iffo. both
Ouerlft̂ -ŝ  might be worft. The

Queft. 10. How can we eat Blood, things 
Strangled,or offer d unto Idols, and be guilslefsl 
fince ts, what St. Paul prohibits, A fts  is. 19. 
Jind the former o f which God himlelf forbids 
even before the Levitical Law, Gen.9.4 lobich 
may be fttll obligatory as well as rerfe the 6th that 
Law againft M urther, Whofoever Jheddetk&C. 
though the Levttical Law be abolilh'd 

Anfw. See Vol. N —
Queft. 1 1 . To what end and purpofe our D i-  

vines begin their Prayer fo low, as none Jhall hear 
them: mocking their Auditors-, and I fear 

fn ee  they tak^oceafion toreprel
the Church o f K om c from  i  Cor.14. A nd

can it any mote profit their hearers to whifper a 
Frayer, than to pray tn an unknown Tongue ? To 
what end and purpofe, 1  fay then, are they folow  
at the beginning o f them Frayer^ouder at the lat  ̂
ter end and louder than that in their Sermon ?
A n d  why not as loud tn their Prayer as Sermon ? 

fince they expea the Church to joyn with them , 
when they fay. Let US Pray, & c.

I believe it Accident more than
r e f ‘f t b e i n g  more warm af- 
ter. It ought fm our opiiuon; to be always 
lb loud as to be diftmftly heard; if ’tis not, 
tis either Infirmity, or an Error.
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