
V O L  IV. ioc
of

The Athenian Mercury.
Qa. I. T5 ^ ig h d re fs , more Cnlpable than a 

1 . high crown d Hat? A nd why?Since / 
havefeen the extravagance o f the U(t reprehend­
ed in an old Sermon , Preachd by Bijhop JeweJ 
i f  1  amnot mifaksn'Jjut I  am fare theBookjvhere- 
in I  obfervU i t , is chained in Kenfingcon 
Church.

^nfw. See Volume.

 ̂We fhallhere according to oar promife  ̂V ol, I I .  
give a fa ll and true Relation o f a Hrange 
account which , as a Supplement to our paper 
o f Apparitions and Witches , we o f  er to the 
Impartial Confiderations of our Modern Sa- 
duces ; who deny the exiflence o f Witches , 
Spirits, &C< The whole Relation and Affida­
vits hereafter are Originals, and we have al- 
fo had a more particular Account from the 
Captain o f the Ship, V iva  VOCe, becaufe 
we would neither be impos'd upon our felves^ or 
be accefary to the impo/ing upon others.

The Relation  ̂V^rhatim is,

MEmorandum: That on the twenty 
nrft o f  OSioher, 167/^. puting forth 

from Plymouth into the Sea , with the Ship 
Recoveryo^ London; JchnW oodQommzndtr
^ ^ f j p p ^ m i a , w e had very bad W inds 
at W eft South W e ft , and at South, with 
bad w eather, that all our Fore Shrouds 
broke at times, being good Ropes, our Top- 
malt broke twice, our Mizzen yard broak, 
our Spritfle yard walht from the Boultfpreet, 
one Mam and two Forecops fp lic, moft o f  
our running Rigging Matter’d , the Ships 
planks working from the Scern^poft, our 
Men tyred with working : Fair weather or 
toul, It was all one, what was mended one

bo in pieces; In 
ttusCondition we put in to the Road o f  FialL 
w hopes to mend our G e a r : But being bad 
weather for fix or fevendays, that we were 
A lofe theShipjfcarce able to get up our 

chough all acground,our beftBower
f W ater, at a

high W ater, which at half Ebb bearing, and 
p o d  weather , our Boat went to the Buoy, 
and taking hold o f  the Rope, o f feven In­
ches and a half, almoft new, hal’d it up, ha-

Anchor which we loft;
1 Exceffively, Sea or no S ea ;
U p n  this the Mafter ordered his Mate to
fnd“ L  A b h o rs, and ftand o ff

innace to C lear the Ship with the Coun- 
Se?. T h p r ® ' T ’ the Ship drove to

two Poan^ge,,
the Si, “ “ ‘ti not r e ih
time rhe’ p^‘  ̂drove fo faft out. The mean 
thTr fTe ? ‘""^“ fab n e ls  would not hold . 
he |"t i,< h n k , breaking

tne Iwodmgsto one Strake o f  her K e e l ,

upward from the Stem : T he People on 
Shoar telling us we had a W itch aboard : 
A fter much pains, the Mafter and Men with 
the fea t put from the Shoar, before Night 
the Ship two Leagues at S e a , which at mid- 
night got near the Road : T he Pinnace puc 
aboard another Shipjnot being able toSwim- 
the next Morning, byD ay lightthe Carpen- 
der wrought on h er; and at nine o f  the 
C lock , turned her in tlie W ater, and go­
ing to LecTnard o f  the Iflm d, not feeing the 
Sh ip , we put into Port with the faid 
Ihnnace, and went up a very High Moun­
tain , where we could fee the Ship five 
Leagues to Leeward -, plying up, the Ship 
drove five Leagues out in four or five Hours 
Calm , winch is Admirable. Upon fight o f  
the Ship we put to Sea with the Boat, ma­
king a Sail wi th three Bifquef Bags and one 
Oar for a gard , with which through Gods 
p e a t  Mercy w e reacht the S h ip , the W ind 
freftiat-NOTth-Eaft, the faid Ship accidently

which i f  the Ship
T i r k ^ ° i l  hour longer, and then
1  a c k t , flie had weathered the Boat out o f

bignc, that undoubtedly we had all Periftit 
being very Leack, that we continual! hove 
the W ater out withRundlets, and incapa- 
ble to row  ; when we were well on Board, 
Md the Boat in the S h ip , bearing away ouf 
Lourfe. we began to conlider our Miferable 
i  rouble and loft o f  TimeAnchor and W ine 

One o f  pur PalTenger fell from the Ship ! 
and wasdrowned. Thus being again at Sea 
w efe ll to ouroldTw deofbrakeing ShrouS: 
Chane, ^ u lt s  and Places, Rigging and Sails: 
Infpmuch, that neither Iron. W ood, Ropes, 
or Canvas would h o ld , our Shrouds drows 
through , and brw ks the Seazings, that they 
be always fo flack, and not ftretching, that 

^ low Marts are not loft ;
Notwithftanding we newSeaze them, and 
fee them up often. Our Fore-yard broke 
with little W ind , the Eye-boulc o f  the 
Mizzen Sheet broke,the Sheet was flown,the

n ‘ '° c  Hollands
Duck M ^ e  Sail the l  oot-rape broak at the

great Rope,-
t^e Sail fpht and b ^ w  away with a Foretop- 
& 1 I :  Our double D ore-Courfe fplitin  the 
lame nature; but we faved the C anvas, 
our Mane and Fore-fheets broke, the /ears 
and Straps o f  the Jear blocks b rak e , that 

- . Y f  ds came down upon the D e c k ,
our Sprit-Sale fplic our new Duck , the’  
Maintoplafl giving w ay, often our T iller 
broak m the Rudder H ead ; The Maintop- 

’• ri in a^freih Gale many tintf: 
at laft fettii^ him with little W ind , th'-’ 
parrel then firm ; In an hours time die Roo- 
drew through the Racking , that the Saif 
knng from the Mart by the^Tye, th eR o n i 
and Racking w hole, we met with aAyuntamiento de Madrid



■î i

Boat bound for VtrginU, but could not keep 
her Company; though he made but littfe 
S a i l : For every Night procured the Days 
w ork follow ing, the W eather Fair or Foul, 
our Ivien all S ick , but the Mafter, Dodlor 
and Stew ard , blelTed be G od, none o f our 
Seamen d yin g, but very W eak and Lame : 
Only one Man with a row ! o f the Ship was 
flung from the Head o f  the Maintop- 
m aft, making faft the Topgallon Sail which 
blew  lo o fe , and was drowned under the 
Ships S tern ; and another tumbled over the 
waift before Day In a Calm, and was drown­
ed -• W e  lay continually in fuch a diftradli- 
on in the Trough of the Sea, and fometimes 
before the wind with no S a il , that had not 
the Ship been an extraordinary ftrong Ship, 
A e  could not have fwom with us  ̂the third 
o f  OBoher 1^74. at three or four a C lock 
in the Afternoon, our Carpenters Mate told 
our Mafter, our Ship was Bevvitcht by 
one W itch aboard, and two in England : 
A nd that we ftiould not get to Virginia, but 
lye and fpend our Provifion and Liquor in 
the Sea , and have no Men left to help u s , 
unlefs we bore away in time for fome other 
P o r t , for which we ftiould not want a fair 
W ind four and twenty hours, God fending 
us there. Our Mafter queftioning him how 
he underftood this bufinefe, he anfwered 5 
thofe often and unufual Accidents attending 
us, continually gave him Occafion fervently 
to  call upon God , begingof him to Reveal 
to  fome body the Reafon o f  our M iferies ., 
and that accordingly in Prayers the Particu­
lars above mentioned, were revealed to 
him- Upon this Information, our Mafter 
obferving Eliz.abeth MaH&rs Pofture, being 
on her Knees on the Forecaftle, with her 
hands up, as i f  ftie were at Prayers, with 
her Elbows between thekenels, where we 
were going to belay the T ack  o f  our Angle 
fmall Forefale, which was now brought to 
our Main-yard, no Female being upon D eck 
but her fe l f , our feid Mafter calling down 
prefently, faid to feveral People ,  he feared 
that ihe was the W itch , wiftiing ftie had 
no intent o f M ifchieftothe Tack to which 
the Sail was their belayed,atEleven aClock at 
N ight, the Mafter found the faid ^ a fiersh y  
her fe lf upon the D e c k , all the reft o f  the 
Paflengers in their O b b in s, in the Morning 
after Day light, the faid Tack broak in lit­
tle W in d , it formerly holding a double Sail 
one third b igger, and in much more W in d , 
w e hal’d up our S a i l ,  and brac’ t i t  to the 
M a ft , bent the Tack again , and got it a- 
board them 5 then rang the Bell to Prayers. 
Our Gunner calling the Paflfengers, fick and 
w ell u p , the faid Mafter as one ftartled at 
it ? W hat is the matter. Gunner,who anfwer­
ed , you muft all to Prayers,  ftie feeming 
b lan k , (aid no m o re , but was one o f  the 
lirft u p , being obferved to fit all the time 
in 9 very carelefs Pofture- A t  laft the Foot- 
Rope o f the Mane or rather Forefail broke 
in the C lew  , it being little wind as the o- 
thers formerly did, and fp lit , but w e faved 
the C an vas: Upon this Sufpicion, our Ma­
iler Apprehendw, and [clapt the faid Ma~ 
fe r s  'm Chain at aG u n in th eStearid ge, af­

ter which Apprehending o f  her: Thefe par­
ticulars hereafter written, fo llow ed :

Memorandum, that fame time after the 
Ship Recovery o f  London  ̂ bore up for tlie 
Wefl-Jndies : W e  Rumaged to know what 
Beer and W ater was in the faid Ship, and 
found feven full Buts o f  W ater, and three 
o f  B eer; and that in the time o f  fpending 
tw o o f  the Buts o f  W ater, two and a half 
o f  the Buts o f  Beer was ftrangely out, with 
tw o Buts o f  W ater 5 that there was left but 
h alf a But o f  B e e r , and three Buts o f  W a­
te r , that in the Evening before w e fee the 
Land o f  Defeado in the Weft:Indiesy there was 
two full Buts o f  W ater le ft , and the next 
Morning the W ater in both them was like- 
w ife out and lo ft , with the prints o f  the 
Claws o f  fome C reatu re , as a C a t or the 
l ik e ,  left upon the Hoops o f the laid W a­
ter-Cask, and that w e feeing o f  the Land 
the fame Morning, got into Marigalant 
about one Hundredand thirty P eo p le , and 
not above three G a Ions o f  W ater left us,no 
Sign o f  Leakadge, by wet abopt any o f the 
Cask, tw o hours before w e fee the Land, our 
Fore-yard broke in a ftrong place, no Ropes 
left us to hall up a S a i l , that w e were for­
ced to lower our yards to Scow our Sails.

W illiamRennolsP^j7e»g«* on Board the Shi  ̂
Recovery 0/ Loadotif maksth Oath,

That in the Month o f  1^ 74 . in
the N ig h t , Elizjibeth M ailers came to him 
as he lay in his Cabbin , between the Decks 
o f  the laid S h ip , and called him this Depo­
nent by his N a m e , who anfwered her the 
{z\d Maftersi This Deponent farther fc ith , 
that then the faid Mafiers laid to h im , will 
you be o f  my Gang? and i f  you w i l l , you 
(hall not want for G old or Money : Saying, 
fhe was with this Deponents Mother, but the 
Night before* This Deponent farther laith, 
that he laid to the laid Mafters^ no truly, I  
w ill not have to do with y o u ; This Depo­
nent farther fa ith , that the faid Elizabeth 
Mafiers told him his Mother was a W itch, 
and i f  he would be o f  her Gang, he Ihould 
go out o f  the faid Ship, and lee his Mother 
when he pleafcd: T h is  Deponent farther 
faith, that his own Mother was a very Lewd 
L iver , and kept a Brothel Houfe in Dog 

and Bitch yard, London, and would often in 
the N ight go abroad, and come home very 
bloudy , and that the faid Elizabeth Mafiers 
lived with his faid Mother.

The M ark, of W illiam — Rennols.
John Hall Vaffinger on Board the Ship Reco­

very o f  London, maketh Oath,

That on or about the tw en ^  third of 
OBobery 74. H e this Deponent did fee in the 
N ig h t, between the Decks o f  the faid Ship, 
two things like black Cats, W'hich prefently 
ran into a Scupper-hole , he this Deponeat 
catching at them, but mift them : This D e­
ponent farther fa ith , that the next Night he 
defired toW atch with a Sword in his Hand, 
to fee i f  he could fee any more C a t s : Thisl^ponent farther faith, that accordingly

did
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did watch, and that then, about Eiglit b f  
the C lock in the evening, he did fee in the 
Great Cabbin o f  the faid Ship, fomeching in 
the ihape o f a great Black C a t : And this 
Deponent farther Taith , Tliat lie did then 
and there with the faid Sword firike at the 
faid Cat three blows, and, to his thinking,hit 
her every blo'v  ̂and fo it vanilhed : And 
this Deponent farther faith, That there 
was nor, to his knowledge, any C at in the 
Ship, and farther fayethnoc.

John Hall,

Matthew Lew is Pajfenger on hoard the Ship 
Recovery of London, from Marigalanc 
to Barbadoes, maketh Oath,

That on, or about the 24th o f January , 
1675. as the Ship was at Anchor at the I- 
fland Marigalant •, he the faid Deponent, 
did then on board the faid Ship, fee a thing 
about thebignefs of a Cat,which looked him 
in the Face, and that it came out o f the Stee- 
ridge o f  the faid Ship where Eliz.abeth Ma- 
fters lay Chain’d, and at his, this Deponents 
Cry, pafled forward and vanillied : but far- 
iher faith not.

Martha Jelfres Paffgng. on Board the Ship Re* 
COrei;y, maketh Oath,

That on, or about the 8ch day o f  Of/.74, 
near Noon,fi'iC, this Deponent, w'ent into the 
Steeridge o f the faid S h ip , w’here Eliz,a~ 
heth MaHers lay Chained h and that the faid 
Mafiers then, and there, asked her, this D e­
ponent, I f  the W ind was fair for the Ship ? 
who anfwered, She knew n o t : The faid 
M ailers voluntarily faying, That the faid 
Ship Hwuld never get to Virginia, nor to any 
other place: but fhould lye tumbling in the 
Sea until the People were almoft familht for 
want ofVidtuals and W ater : And this D e­
ponent farther faith, That this, the faid £ -  
lizahetb Mafiers farther faid , That the faid 
Ship never lliould get to £«£/W ,unlefs fome 
place o f the Ship was opened 5 and that the 
Mafter fliould have a w'orfe paflage home 
than he liad out, faying , That (lie would 
Drowm him, the faid Mafter, i f  (he could 5 
and be revenged o f  fome other perfon in the 
faid Ship, i f  (he lived. 'Hiis Deponent far­
ther faith , That the faid Eliz^abeth Mafters 
came to her to her C abbin , between the 
Decks o f the faid Ship, at Midnight, about 
the middle o f the Month o f OHober 7 4  and 
deliired lier to go to London in a C o ach , 
which (he would provide for her, with four 
black Horfes, to fetch on board the Ship, 
Mary, living in Dog and Bitch yard, London : 
She, this Deponent, farther faith, (he accor­
dingly to this Eliz.abeth Mailers fecond re- 
queft, went into a Coach, with four black 
Hor(es the fame night,.and ŵ as conveyed 
out o f  one o f  the upper Decks Gun ports o f 
the faid Ship, into a dark Room, which, af­
ter a little time, was light, with a Fire in 
the Chimney : She, this Deponent, farther 
faith, (he ftayed there a fmall time, fpeaking 
to file faid Mary, to wliom (he was Cent, 
telling h er, that EUz,ibcth Mailers would 
fpeak with her 5 the v\ hich faid Mary an- 
l ‘\eredher, That (lie knew where (lie was,

and would come that night in z  Coach to, 
her the faid Majlers i I'h is Deponent far­
ther faith , That the time (lie (fayed in the 
aforefaid R o om , (lie did fee many black 
lliagged Dogs, and that at her return (6 the 
faid Jjliip again, fne, .this Deponent brought 
with her aboard die faid Ship in the faid 
Coach, feveral Men and Women. I'h is D e­
ponent farther faith , That die Uid_EHz.a- 
b,erh Majiers itu i d Woman with her, wiio 
turned like a Bullock when (he talked with 
the aforci'aid Mary ; and that ending her djf- 
courfe m th M ary, ilje, the faid W om an, 
which turned like a Bullock, turning again 
like a Woman, faid to this Deponent, Vihll 
yon be as I am, and you (liall w'ant for no­
thing 5 you fliall live as,if you were in Hea­
ven , and keep a Maid. This Deponent 
farther (kith, That on or about the a i t h o f  
Olioher 1674. at xMidnight, a C at carryed 
her on her back, from her Cabbin, up the 
Steeridg Scuttle, fo through into the Fore- 
caftle to eale her le lf and horn thence into, 
tlie Steeridge again  ̂ uliere a W om an, a 
firanger, len pied licr, tiiis Deponent, to 
turn ; who (till refulingj the (aid Woman 
vaniili'd. This Deponent farther faith, 
That the faid M afurs io\d her. That i f  (he 
(hould tell either tlie Captain, or any other 
body in the Ship o f v\hac had paft,lhe, the 
faid Mafters, would torment her night and 
day; This Deponent farther faith. That the 
faid Eliz.abeth Mafters faith, (lie will dye be­
fore (lie will Confefs any thing 5 but farther 
faith not.

The Mark.of Martha Jeffres-

Frederick Johnfon, Quarter-mafter on board 
the Ship Recovery of London, maksth 
Oath,

That on .or about the ^th day o f  December, 
he, this D eponent, about Eleven o f  the 
C lock at night, (itcing in the Steeridge, on 
board the Ship Smoaking Tobacco j Seeaf 
thing, in the Shape o f a Black C a t, come 
from the place where ElUabeth Mafters w'as 
Chained, eroding the Steeridge, and went 
out o f  the doi‘es upon the Deck. This D e­
ponent farther faith, That on, or about the 
middle o f  January, as the faid Ship was at 
Anchor at the lUand o f  Marigalant, the 
Main-yard Jowred doi^'n; he, this Deponent, 
in the night, did fee ifie Larlx>ard Yard arm 
o f the laid Maim yard, full o f Men, as if they 
were furling the Saylsj this Deponent de­
claring, he flood upon die Cluirtcr-decl^ 
near, and viewing them, for the (pace or 
half a quarter o f an hour at lad all vaniili- 
e d : And he this Depiinenc farther fa ith , 
That there was not, to his knowledge, any 
Cat in the Ship, but farther faith no'.

Frederick, John/on^

W illiam  Goodfellow, Cooper, on board the 
Ship Recovery of London, maUth Oath,

That as he lay in the Great Cabbidof the 
faid Ship,on,or about the 22thof Laember, 
near midnight, fomeching palled over him 
very hard, that it left liie print o f a Cat’s 
Foot,or tiie like, in die flein or in's Thigii, 
through hisCloatbs: This Depoiieht far-Ayuntamiento de Madrid
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ther fa y s ; That a night or tw o after, he 
did, then and there, in the faid Great Cab- 
b in , fee the Shape o f  a great Black C at, 
which, _one o f  the Paflcngers on board the 
faid Ship, yohn Hi^ll by N am e, having a 
Sword in his hand, ftruck; and, to this D e­
ponent’s thinking, hit her the faid O t  two 
or three blows, and then itvan ilhed ; but 

. farther fayeth not. •
The Mark,of W illiam  Goodfellow-

Mary Leare Pajfeng. on board the ship R e­
covery of London, r^aksth Oathj 

That in the Moneth o(December 1^ 7 4 ,(he 
was dreadfully iPinched at the fmall o f her 
^ c k ,  Hips and Buttocks: This Deponent 
farther faith, That ihe was very defirous to 
get blood o f  £liz.abeth Jbiaftersy believing 
it  was rtie that Pinched and Bewitch’t h e r ; 
the which b lood , the faid Deponent faith. 
She did fetch o f  the faid Mafters^ and from 
that to this time hath gained her health, and. 
been at quiet, but farther fayeth not.

The Mark of Mary Leare.

John W eftrow  Pajfmg on board the faid  
maketh Oath,

That on,or about the ^ 3d o f December, 
h e , this Deponent, ftanding behind Eliz.a- 
heth M afiers, where lie  lay in C h ain s,in  
the Steeridge o f the faid Ship,it being after a 
Sick Man had pricked her,to get her blood 5 
which faid Sick Man often declared, he fee 
her, the Caid Mafiers Pinch him in his Cab- 
bin, between the Decks o f  the faid Ship 5 
which faid Man is now dead*; H e, the faid 
Deponent, farther faith , He did then and 
there hear the faid Eliz.abeth Mafiers fay , 
Y o u  prick and punifli me, but you do not 
junifh Martha, who went the other night to 
London.

The Mark^of John Weftrow-

or her Spirit in fome A iry  Vehicle, not Iier 
felf.

Remarks upon the third Depofition.
’T ^ a s no C h e a t, bein^ feen by m any; 

the Captain him felf fays , H e faw it.

Eemarks upon the fourth Depofition.
This is a further Confirmation, with an 

Addition o f  more Apparitions in Humane 
Shape 5 This fbews there are Wizards as 
well as W itches— *Tis probable they were 
the Spirits o f  the Confederates. See the

fecond Remark^

Remarks on the fifth Depofition. •
A s this ftrengchens the C redit o f the fore- 

mention d Depolicions, fb it offers an Argu­
ment , never to be difpured againft. W e 
w ill allow Fancy may do much to the re-

things, but it cannot pain 
a Man to make him Cry, nor v^ound liim 
With fhapes o f  Cats’s feet, &-c. 1 he Cap­
tain r as him felf told me ;  and all m the 
Ship heard him C r y , and all faw the 
Impreflion upon his Thigh.

' Remarks upon the fixth Depofition. •
She cou’d not be pindi’d and abus’d bv 

her own Fancy, thouglvc were poffibie ibe 
miglit be deceivd in her Sight 5 every one 
law the Marks.

Remarks H^n the firfi Depofition.

T Is an Egregious Cheat the D evil puts 
on e m , making ’em believe, they 

enjoy fuch and fuch Treafures, Entertain­
ments, c^c. which is evidently falfe, by their 
being always Lean and Poor; ’ T isa lfoob - 
ferv’d , that ’l is  not W hores, which com­
monly turn to Witches 5 but, fuch perfbns 
as tempt C^d, by defpairing o f Necellaries, 

for this L i f e ; and alfo fuch as are very 
Malicious and Revengeful, as may be gather­
ed from all the Eminent Tryals o f  Witches.

Remarks upon the fecond Depofition.
Thefe jipparitions are not the real Parties 

chang’d into fuch Creatures, for the Witches 
are always Exanimated at fuch times, and 
their Bodies at home appearing to be dead, 
as we have given Inftances o f  fuch as have 
been watch’ c ; fuch was the W oman im- 
ploy’d, by the Eremh King , to fetch him 
Fruits a great w’ay o ff in a little rime ; ibe 
was exanimated, and in the mean time was 
blooded, and her A rm  bound up again; and 
whenfhe came to her fe lf, fhe confidently 
affirm’d fhe had been there, and had feen 
fuch and fuch things; when ’twas the D evil,

E f marks on thefeventh and eighth Depofitions. 
T is a great Qyefiion, ijerher the De- 

Vil can ule any A rt to fave a Perlon from 
p p ir in g , in fo fw ift a Motion as this muft 

, we believe n ot; but rather' that this 
m r th a  was her fe lf deceiv’d, and was real­
ly a . • (  For the Captain told me, he 
heard tliat (he was afterwards burnt for a 

J ' ?  probable, all that (he thought, 
(aid and did, was Delufioh, and Suggeded 
to her Fanev by the D evil. A ll power what­
ever, that W itches or Devils have over Per- 

Goods, is Permilfive, and noc 
Ungina y their o w n : and it has been expe- 
nmencaily known by feveral Infiances, that 
fuch Perfons as have been Icaft afraid o f ’em 
have efcape better, chan thofe that have 
been more afraid o f  them than of G o d ; who 
therefore, or for fome ocher fecretends, b^ft 
known to h im felf, does forr.ecimcs iuffer 
luch things for his own Glory— W e have 
noc R oom , or w e might enla-ee upon that

Of T e t e S
BiOod,vtz.. J h a i  ’ tis unlawful, and a breach 
of the Sixth Command, as v  ell as all ocher

C lothes,
Hats, Needles, Horlhooes,e^c. ’tis an unac- 
^ n t a b le  wickednefs, and a running to the

T ? ’ o f  Matter, we fhall
add the Three following Accounts fent us 
by other Hands.

Qp.i. Gentlemen, Ferufing your Tuefdays A -
your defign

ofpubhjhwg to the World, A n  y^ccount of 
Witches , and objerving your Reguefi, puts 
me upon finding you a true and certain A c­
count, o f a very firange and unufual thing, that 
happened very lately, within this moneth or fix
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weekjj in a Fatnily that refidcs in Alderman- 
bury, the perfons Names I conceal, by reafon 
they are p-jople o f Fajhion, and dejire not to be 
made pahhck^  ̂ the Account is rhuy viz. They 
jvere firfi moleHed and troubled with fuch 
Swarms of Lice , both about themfelvesy and 
in all the Furniture o f their Houfcy as in their 
Bedding, Hangings, Chairs, 6cc, that they 
could not get rtd o f 'em for a great while ; they 
were fo troublefomc, that above twenty of them 
would be crawling about their Faces while they 
have been at Jldeals ; and thefe Vermine were 
fo fwift in their motion, that they could not hold 
them between their fingers 5 after fome time they 
had been muhled with thefe, they were no fooner 
rid o f them, but they were haunted with crookgd 
Pins, being fcattered up and down their Houfe , 
being crooitd after an unufual manner, in great 
numberstheir Clothes were firangely and an- 
tick^ pinnd, fometimes in one place, and fome- 
times in another, not difcerning who did it 3 their 
Siockjns have been pinned together, fo that they 
could not fiir  one leg before the other j undone 
of the Family have been ftruck  ̂blind feveral 
times in a day, as i f  their Eyes had been pinnd 
together I and feveral other CircumPlances that 
is too long here to relate: N o w ! would know 
your / udgments about this, and from what caufe 
it may proceed.

jinfw. W e  believe tliat the Relation ( i f  
true) is Witchcraft:  for the ordinary Chain 
o f Caufes has no fuch Caprices in’c ; and no­
thing lias more o f  the Antick in’t than that 
Sin.

Qyeft. 2. Two Perfons o f Quality ( both 
ttotlongfmcedeceafed) were Intimate ./Acquain­
tance y and Lov d  each other imirely \ it fo fe ll * 
out, that one o f 'em fe ll fick o f the Small-pox , 
und defired mightily to fee the other’, who would 
m  come, fearing the catching o f them. The 
•^ffiiUed at laft dyes o f them, and had not been 
buryed very long, but appears at the others houfe, 
tu the drefs of aWiddow,and asks for her Friend, 
tobo then was at Cards, but fends down her Wo- 

to her to know her bu(inefs,who, inJhortyold 
her, file muft impart it to none but her Lady,who, 
^fter fi$e had received this jinfwer bid her Wo- 
^an have her into a Room, and defired her to 
fiuy till the Game was done, and jhe would wait 
on her : the Came being done, down ft airs (he 

to ihe apparition, to kn'w her buftnejs ; 
Madam {fayesthe Ghoft, turning upherF'ail, 
^ d  her Face appearing fu ll o f the Small-pox ) *  
you know very well that you and I  Loved Intire- 
ly y and your not coming to fee me I  took̂  fo ill 

your hands , that I could not reft till 1  had 
jcen y o u a n d  now I  am come to tell you , that 
you have not long to live, therefore prepare to 

h f f id  when you are at a Feaft , and make 
the Thirteenth Perfon in Number, then remem­
ber my words : A nd fo the /Apparition va- 
tjtjhed. To conclude, Jhe was at the Feaft where 
Jhe made the Thirteenth Perfon in Number, Mnd 

after asked by the Veceafeds Brother, whe- 
 ̂ I uppear to her, as it was report-

«« f  but Jhe made him no Anfwer , but fe ll a 
keeping, and dyed in a little time after. The 
^tmleman that told this Story , fayes, That

u hardly any Perfon o f Qjiality but what 
knows n  to be true.

-^njw. W e have already given o u rO -

pinion o f  fuch liiflances as thefe. See VoL
H .—

Queft. 3. About eight years fince I dwelt v: 
a Country Town, f ix  n ties diFlant from the City 
Oj York 5 a young M an, o f my acquaintance 
who lived m the fame Town, being infor/nd.th'at 
upon every St. Mark's-day at night,between the 
hours of eleven and twelve, the Spirits of allthofe 
who Jhould depart the enjiiing year, came to the 
Church belongwg to the place where they dwelt’, 
he being defir.om to kijow the certainty o f this re­
port, went, with one of his /Acquaintance, to the 
Church, and about eleven at night placed him- 
fe lf ju jl by the door’,  a little after he fee hps 
Grandmother (  with whom he then lived )  maky 
to the door o f the Churchy towhomit feem'dto 
open} the Woman being old and decrepid, always 
tpctff with two Crutches,as pie pajl by her Grand- 

fon,Jhe ftruck at him with one,and fowent into the 
Church, but he fe lt nothing o f the blow: about 
an hour after he went home, and going through 
a long Entry, which led to the Room where fiie 
Uy, he fee her, in the very fame (ikenefs, walkfie- 
fore hm , and at the door Jhe vanijh'd : he went 
immediately oh , and found her (ieeping in bed, 
about a quarter of a year after Jhe fell jTck, and 
dyed. Why upon that night, and no other, the 
Spirits of thofe that depart, appear ? A n d  why 
they always go to the Church, or your Opihion 
thereon ?

Anfw. W e our felves' know fome fuch 
paRages, and have Convers’d with the Per­
fons tliat fay , they have made fuch T ryals; 
but they have been fuch as have had very 
weak. Judgements, andjhong Fancies , which 
perfwades us, that ’tis onely the fuggelHon 
or their own fears ; though w e deny n o t, 

A^n?»shty might permit the D evil 
to Anrighc fuch as are over-curious o f  Fu­
turities, and take unwarrantable Methods 
to know ’em — But why upon that Night and 
w  W e Anfwer ( if true) ’T is onely 
a heightmng o f  tUe Superflition by obfervine 
a nxt time, though all times are the fame to 

1̂  . but cis not onely this, but feve­
ral other Superflitious Wickednejfes liave been 
tranfmiited down to Pofiei ity from the An- 
tient Inhabitants o f this Nation, before the
Go/pf/ was lYeached, as the Charming o f  the 
rooth*ach, Dileales.,c?c. ^nd the obfervad- 
on o f  Gathering Fern feed upon Midjummer- 
night precifely at 1 2 a  C lock, wl:eri feme 
tell us, any body may have a fair Combat 
with the I^evil. W e  know one, who, with 
his ov,n M outh, ceclar’d him felf beaten 
with JnyijibleBlows^, at. that time, and upon 

action: O f  this nature are Maids J ry- 
als for Sweet hearts, the nature of Charm­
ing, and hndiiig out Thieves by the 1 ’urn o f
r  \  2nd all other
fuch Examples are the elfedts of Falfe Faith, 

religion and Ignorance’, fit Qualifications 
tor the D evil to make ufe of. A s  to the 
latter part of the ̂ werj-jabout going to Church, 
w e A n fw er, It has been one part o r the 
D ev ils  P o licy , to make pretences toholi- 
nefs, and holy places, on purpofe to carry 
on his Defignsthe better -.though,in M a n c e  
It looks alio a little pertinent that it fhould 
be there, fince the Church and Church-yard 
are the Dormitories o f  the Dead
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Queft. 4. /« the Month of Novem ber 56po. owe Martha Grinsfield, aged 23 years  ̂
hei'ig then Servant to one Mr, a M er­
chant in this Town o/Wisbicch was apparently 
in perfeSl healthy on a fadden p e  wm taken 
with an Apoplexy which continued 24 hours, af­
ter that ceafed j}je was taken with a Talfey, 
which continued three days, and then left h er ’, 
u}y>n which (he was in:wediately taken with a 
pcrfeSl Du/nhnefs,which continuedfor a long time, 
^fttr this a Phy/ician named SalvatOr W inter 
came to this Town andperfeSily Cured herof her 
Dumbtiefs within the [pace of nine IVe^kj) and 
caufedher to fpeak^apatn, fo well as any perfon 
whatfoever, and f:e  fiUlcominueth fo, neither 
ŷ pop lexy or Pal fey ever returning,'but now per- 
feSHy well to the amazement o f our whole Town. 
Q uery, i f  might be pojfft with any E v il 
Spirit, { as many have been o f that Opinion )  or 
what might be the caufe ?

Anfw. W e iee no reafon at all for a Pof- 
feflfion, ’ cis fuppos’d that the DoShr ufed Na* 
tural Means to recover her, and the Deri/ is 
never di^polleft by Natural Means.

Queft. Being in Town about two Afonths 
ago I fent you two or three ^luefiicn^ concerning 
the Soul, being encouragd to it by your publick̂  
declaration that you would anfwer all Qp^fH- 
ons, &rc. — But ftnee you have been pleas'd to 
take no notice of 'em, 1  beg 1  may whether 
ever I  may expeH any thing from you to fohe  
ihofe T^utries \ I  conjtfs J(Im ld have been apt 
to believe my Letter never came to your hand, 
had I not had a pretty good ajfurance that it was 
deliver d at Smith’-f Cojfee-houfe, according to 
your direSHon. I f  therefore you ! be pleas'd to 
tell me inycurnext when I  may expeSlyour folu~ 
tion, you I oblige me to have a very great efeem 
fo r  your Truth to your publick.promife, as well as 
for your Learning and Ingenuity,

yinfw. Thofe Queftions about the Soul 
are already anfwered: See T'ol. N . ^

Queft. 6- What Buie can there be given to 
meafureBeafon by? I  ask.thts, in regard we of' 
tentimesmeet with much confidence in Arguments, 
both ontheone fide andtheother, each p.irtycon- 
tending his Reafon is befi : But i f  there were a 
Buie bj whichxo meafure or try their Reafon's 
firength and goodnefs by, it would cut off the dif- 
pure. I f  it be anfwer d that Reafon is a Rule to 
it [elf, how comes it to pafs that rhefe Rules are 
fo diferepant and various that feldom they agree, 
but in Argument and Comroverfie each party 
contradiSls the goodnefs of t'others Reajoning, 
concluding his Rule's firatght but the other's 
crooked.

Anfw. Reafon it felf is the Rule o f Argu­
ments, not o f i t f e l f ,  for that's Impoflfible. 
T h e  Queftion fliou’d have been what is the 
Rule of w'hat appears reafonable, then our 
Anfw er bad been a Demonfiration o f Juj? 
Confeqmn es drawn from true Vremifes. There 
are manyplaufible Arguments (w e confcfs) 
that Teem to carry a great force o f Reafon in 
’em which when Examin’d are found to be 
but'Noife, or elfe Equivocation; yet the 
truth and falfity o f fome things is fo plainly 
difeern’d that there’s no need o f  help from

the Schools 5 but in fome things Trutli and 
Error lye too deep to be fetch'd up without 
a great deal o f Learning and Reafon too ■ to 
contract a long Argument into a little room 
(tho ’ not SyllogilHcally) is the readieft 
way to find out whether it carries its' de- 
monftration along with it.

Que/f. 7. /  have heard o f an attempt mads 
to move a Ship by Artificial Wind, viz. by fix­
ing a proportionable pair of Bellows at the Stern ; 
which Experiment 'tis [aid was once tryed on 
one of the Boats in the Thames with fuccefs • I 
defire your Thoughts o f its probability.

’Twoud be o f  great ule to the 
publick i f  CO be perform’d.

Queft. i  have feen an antitnt PiUure 
painted above an hundred years upon a Board 
andlhave lately feen a Copy o f the fatne. It 
fetsferth a Lady fitting upon the Grafs, and an 
old Gentleman lying in her Lap, and at a dijiance 
three Men of different Ages walking down from 
a CaJHe on a Hill, all in Genteel Habits accord- 
ingtotheFafhionof that A g e, underneath the 
Pibiure was written thefe Ferfes.

Madam, I  pray you unto me fiow 
Whoyond' three be i f  themyou know.
That come from the Cafile in that Legree,
What is their Lineage and Affnity,

To which She Anfwers.
Sir, the fr fi by my Fathers fide is my Brother,2 he fecond ts fo on the part of my Mother,
The third is my own Son lawfully begat 
A n d all Sons of my Husband lying in my Lap 

, W ithout hurt to Uncage in any degree.
Tell me in reafon how can this be f

Anfw. The Refolution o f  this is o f  no ufe 
to the Improvement o f Knowledge, and a Man 
is neither better or worfe for knowing or 
not knowing it, and befidesif wewou’deive 
our felves the liberty o f thinking,'tis difeem- 
able at firft hght that it may be refolved ma­
ny w ays, and therefore no Stranger can be 
politive what is really intended by it, what 
looks moft probable to us is this. H er Huf- 
band by whomllie had the Ufi child, might 
be once her Father in Law , by Marrying 
her Mother in Law , and both ri)is Father 
in Law and Mother in Law  might have ei- 

•  th e ro frh e m  a Son by Prior Marriages, 
winch IS diftant enough, and anfwers the 
Quelhon : It might beanfwer’d other ways, 
but CIS not worth our Labour to ftudy a- 
bouc it.

J^-9- ^picce of Liver of about half a pound 
fell into a Tub of Water containing an hundred 
Gallons, lay there fome time, about five days, 
and afterwards did fwim, the Reafon.

Anfw^ From  a Corruptive Fermentation 
o u t  whereby k  M e r s  a Turgefcence 
and Inflation, and becoming A iry  and Spu- 
mous m^ounts up, this is the caufe why dead 
Bodies fwim after eight, nine or ten days, 
and not from a breaking o f  the Gall as 
fome have vainly furmis’d-
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