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The Athenian Mercur
Queft. J. '^ J \ T H e t h e r  the Marriage o f 

V V Confin Germans be lawful ?
Anfjo. W e  have already anfwer’d this 

. Quehion in -the Negative. See Vol. N .
C^eft. 2. IVhether inpoint o f Confcience as 

well as Law, upon my Prefentation of a Clerk to 
a Living, J  may require of him a Bond to refign 
the Living at my PleafurCy and upon my De­
mand : jin d  whether there be any thing in the 
Oath of Simony, or in the Authority o f the Bi- 
piopover his Clergy, or otherwife, that fnould 
difable the Clerk, from giving fitch Bonds 5 and 
whether I  may be in danger of Forfeiture by tak  ̂
ingit ?

Anfw, I f  the Gentleman deferves the L iv ­
ing as w ell as any other, you can’ t repent 
giving It him abfoluteiy, fince there s no 
felling it i if you are not facisfied in him 
you may let him officiate till you and the 
Congregation can be better accommodated, 
only this in the mean time that he’ Offici- 

. ates ‘let not the lealt part o f  the Rights o f 
proper Incumbent be detained from him 5 in 
fo doing.we think you a d  fafely, and are at 
your freedom, but for taking Bonds, &c. 
we know no Prefidents for it, and therefore 
’lis impradicable.

Queft. 3. A  Gentleman tho Married makes 
his Addrejjes to a young Lady, concealing his 
Marriage, not dejigningany thing difhonourable 
byher, futpurely out o f adefire to gain her A c­
quaintance, being Charmed by her Converfation. 
His Hife is fince fome confiderable time ifeady 
U3id he extreamly Melancholy, lohich was im­
puted to the memory of his Lofs : But being pri­
vately watched he has been heard to repeat fe­
ver al Sentences relating to Love, which arefup- 
pofed to be exprefs'd in his Letters formerly writ­
ten to the Lady, and with a great deal of Paf- 
fion when in private, fighing, abruptlycalls upon 
her Name, ufing feveral other Exprejjions o f 
Love, even almojt to Madnefs. But beingCen- 
fured by her Relations for his former Intrigue 
during his Marriage j and dijfwaded by his own 
Lriends from entertaining any Thoughts o f Love 
”ow, fis  feared by his AtHons that he will

fome defperate attempt upon htmfelf, i f  not 
h  continual watching, or other means preven­
ted. Tour Advice therefore Gentleme»,isfpeedi- 
O' defred, and what you thinkmay be the readi­
ed way to divert his M alady: A n d  whether the 
young Lady may not without any caufe o f refielH- 
^  upon her Honour entertain him, notwith- 
fianding his former fault (  as they are pleas’d to 
term it )  provided his Perfon,. Fortune, & c, be 
ttot difagreeable ?
I a Very uncommon Relation,

 ̂ utmoft that has pals’d, we 
think both the O uerirtand the Lady may 
proceed honourably enough to the hieheft 
Bond o f Friendihip : For tilings are , as 
they are in their own Nature, and not what 
prejudices o f t-uflom, and the groundlefs 
-̂^pinions o f the A ge reprefcnt em.

Queft. 4. Caw they who Study the Black 
Art, otherwife called Conjurers, or in a*word 
any who deal with the Devil tell any terfon the 
Event o f his L ife abfoluteiy, that is, without the 
Maxim held by all Aftrologers, <viz.) A/tra 
regunt Homines, fed regie Affra Deus. A nd
further, 1  defre your Thoughts upon the hetnouf- 
nefs of the Sm, particularly in order to deter a  
Friend of mine from committing it, but more 
efpeciaUy the whole Kingdom, a great part o f  
which do too often ufe it, your Anfwer fpee'dUy 
lefl it comes too late, as to mypart,

ytnfw. 'T is  the incommunicable Attribute 
o f  God to know things to come, all know­
ledge that M en or the D evil him felf has o f  
Futurities are owing to the Prophecies in 
Sacred W rit, o re lfe  the Qpick Correfpon- 
denee that D evils keep, they can give no­
tice a W eek, a Fortnight, nay many W eeks 
( i f  the Voyage is long enough) before any 
ordinary Pofi or Mejfage can, or elfe the D e­
v il knOW’S from Natural Caufes as thus, fuch 
and fuch Caufes have always produc’d fuch 
and fuch Effells, and muft do it again 5 but 
for M en , D evils, Spirits, Angels, & c. to 
know" Futurities from an immediate Princi­
ple o f Fore-knowledge in themfelves is an 
impoffibility, and thofe perfons that fup- 
pofe it, and pradife either by themfelves 
or others are abus’d, and know not what an 
impious folly they are guilty of.

Quell. 5. A n  oldCountrcy Gentleman of a-
bout Sixty, upon the .fight of a Gay Lady above 
Twenty, whether it was by Sympathy or other- 
wife, found fuch Locomotive Faculties perplex 
him in feme peculiar parts that nothing could fa- 
tisfie his Appetite but Enjoyment, for the obtain­
ing o f which, he Canfs d, F'owd, Sung, Dan­
ced, Treated, and what was ftill more Efficaci­
ous, heprefented to the highejl degree. Gold 
batches. Pearls, Guinies, and ail things that 
might win the Charming Fort^ which had fo 
powerful an Operation, that after having view’d  
the pleafing Fort, & c . he was promifed by the 
Governefs a Surrender in a Jhort time. Now in 
the Interim he finds his former Paffions io be 
but empty, and he wants the power to become 
yiUorious, defires your Opinion which way he 
maybeftferve the Lady, hide his own Inabilityy 
preferve his Honour, and yet not beg the help of 
any NeighbouringGarrifon,

Anfw. W e  know no better way for the 
Gentleman than to make as honouiaWe a 
relinquilliment o f his pretences as he can, 
for Nature can’t, w"on t—

Queft. 6. Two Gentlemen of the Proteftant 
Church falling lately into Dijo>krfc. Among 
other things the One Afferied that there was a 
Motion before the Creation, the Oihir ^hat 
there was not: your Opinion.

Anfw  N o ; Creaiion Tuppofes a making 
fomething out o f  nothing, and riorhingcou'd 
move or be moved-beforc it had 3 Being.
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Queft. 7. Why do TarrotSy M d^ksy &C. 
tdlkjt when feveral other Birds cannoty i f  the 
fame means be nfed t

Anfro, From a Natural Inftin6l o f  imita­
ting, ̂ u n d s, and not asfome believe from a 
proper formation o f  their Tongue, for i f  it 
lay in the Tongue, then the likeft to Mens 
were the moft proper, zszDogy Cat, ando- 
ther Quadrupedes wop'd fpeak better than
Parrots.

Queft. S There is a certain thing in W ales, 
and I am told feen no where but in the Diocefs of 
St. DaviSi ca/kd in the Brittijh Tongue Tan- 
Corph, EftgliJJ} Fetch-Candle 5 a certain 
f i r e  that is feen before the death o f any perfony 
generally believed to proceed from the very Body 
itfelfy fometime before he diesy and often before 
he fickensy and obferved to go all along the way 
the Corps is afterwards to be carried to the place 
o f Burialy tho it be through a Bivery and over 
the Crave feen to f  <inifh with- a- little rujhling 
noife ; it s bigger or leffety redder or paler in pro* 
ponton to the perfon to deceafe : There are ma­
ny things fa id  of it by, the NativeSy and fuch 
Circumflances as are very amazdngy too long to 
inferty but that there is fuch a thing is pafi 
doubt, my felfbewg once an Eye-witnefs o f it : 
Now I  would fain know your Sentiments con­
cerning itf and as foon as conveniently you 
can.

Anfw, ’ Tis poffible this may be a Truth, 
but before we fearch for a reafon, w e de­
fire to be fatisfied from fuch Perfons that 
are Inhabitants there, whofe deceafed Rela­
tions have been concerned in this Account, 
and who are themfelves Perfons o f  Credit 
and Judgment, and by confequence not apt 
cither to impofe, or be impos'd upon by 
prejudices a ftrength o f  fancy, i f  we get a 
fubfeription o f  fucli Perfons, we’ll give all 
the fatisfadlion we are able to our Qpe- 
rift.

Queft. p. Whether it is a Sin for a Surgeon 
to Cure the Venereal Difeafe ? The occafion o f 
the Qwfiion is this 5 The Querifi is fpeedily 
defigrid forfome Employment 5 but amongjl all 
that have been proposed, that .of a Chirurgeon 
pleafes him befi t But he knowing that Difeafe 
to be one of the chief Hinges on M c h  that Pro- 

fejfion depends, has deferr d  his Anfwer till he 
hears from you, whether it is lawful, without 
ojfending C'od, to Cure it, fince it feems de~ 
fgn 'd  bŷ  him, as a puntfiment for thofe Offen­
ders,

Anfw. There’s no Sicknefs in the W orld  
but ’ tis for the puniihraent o f  fome _Sin, 
now w e are commanded. To ufe the. Phyftcian 
for God hath Created him : ’Ti^ true, fome 
Ibrt o f Cures are efteem’d more honourable 
than others, becaufe the Irregularities that 
caus’d ’em may not be in fo ill Reputation as 
others  ̂ as for inftance, thofe that proceed 
from Drunkennefs, Intemperance, & c. 
T he Body is the Organ -of the Soul, and 
{  next to Gods Glory in the WorkmanOiip 
o f  it^J is Created for the ufe ofthe Soul, 
fo that ’ tis fuppos’d whatever kindnels is 
offer’d to the Body to make it more apt to

difeharge the Fundions o f  the Soul, it is to 
be look d upon as ferviceable to the Soul, i f  
the ufe o f it is m ifim ployed the Ownen 
themfelves are accountable for that, and not 
fuch as make em able to continue in W ick- 
ednefs, God him felf does immediately give 
L ife  and Health to ill Men, and w ill exaeft 
an account o f  ± e  dilpoling o f  it. D iv in e  
and Phyficians are the great Imitators o f 
God him lelf

Queft'. 10 . A  Perfon about fome Ten or 
Eleven years fince walking in his Ground in the' 
Country, heardthe cryingof ayoungChild, and 
drawing near to the noife, perceived it to be a 
young Infant naked; pity moved him to take it 
up, feeing no body near it , and carrying it home, 
N u rfed itfo r about the fpace o f f ix  Months, 
one Morning the Child lying in the Cradle at 
they thoughp afieep, four or five people being near 
it, fomething rapped at the Window, the Child 
and the re hearing o f it, the Infant fpokp, which 
it was never heard to do before, faying, 
SDaDDy Call?, and immediately Vamfies out of 
the Cradle, and was never fince feen or heard 
o f 5 now pnty Gentlemen give your Anfwer as fuk 
to the Point as may be refidving whether it was 
Flejh and Blood, or Indued with an Immortal 
Soul or not.

Anfw. Pray fend to us the Name o f  the 
Place and Perfons where this happened, for 
the Relation is too ftrange, efpecially fince 
’tis anonymous for US to give any Credit 
to it.

Queft. I I .  Now our Blejfed Savigur is faid  
to be from there being no Genealogy of
the Virgin Mary in Holy Writ, from whom in 
refpePh of the Flefli we are to reckon our Savi­
our ?

Anfw. Tho’ the V irgin M arys Lineage is 
notexpreft, yet it may by confequence be 
made out, that fhe alfo w'as the Daughter 
o f  D a v id ; for ’tis w ell knowm that the Jews 
always Married into their Own Tribe and 
Fam ily; which confider’d, our Saviour be­
ing the Son o f  the Virgin Mary was alfo the 
Son o f  David*

Queft. 12 . I prefume you have heard <f 
( i f  not feen ) that NoHelucent InfeU caU’d 

or the Glow-worm 5 two of wjiich / 
brought from the Hedges out of the Country to 
London with me, youd very much oblige me, 
anddoubtlefs (  fome ) others with your Conje- 
Piures, concerning the Reafon o f that great 
Light that little part o f the T A l gives.^ whe­
ther it is an igneous, or what fubfiance, or nof 
C Î m for the Negative, becaufe they fee l fo 

fr ig id  in one’s hand^ or from whence they con- 
traH that fplendor ? 1  obferve they can ceafe 
finning at pleafure, and that they Jhine more 
or lefs as they pleafe, which for your better or 
fpeedier fatisfalHon, { i f  your Learned Society 
will be pleafed to accept o f one, it Jhad be fent 
in a Box with Grafs, or how you pleafe, unto 
you, )

Anf. Y ou r Opinion is exaft 5 for fur­
ther Experiments o f  this Nature we refer 
you to what Sir Tho. Brown has writ in his 
Vulgar Errors.
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