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The Athenian Mercury.

Queft 1. T titid the Fortune to hejoined in

X Matrimony to a Man who had
another Wife and Children by her, which 1 dif-
covering hronght an IndiBment againji him,
andcaft him at the Old Bailey for his Life, af-
ter which | beggd he might be Tranfported,
which wa* granted, fome time after | had an
account of his death, and was Married fome
years after his fuppofed death to another, and
lived comfortably with him for above two years
when | received a Letterfrom myfirfl Husband
Courting mefor my Company, and that | may
goover Seas and live with him, &C. Query,
Which of thetwo ( if both alive) is my Real
Husband / Which of them ought | tofollow, or
engirt | toJhun both f

jinfw. The firft not your Husband
before God, he being another Womans at
the fame time; for God can't be the Au-
thor of Adultery, nor coud he bt fbin tlie
Eye of the Law 5 being dead in Law before
hisTranfportadon. asalfo for that the Law
hed join'd him to another before that, tliis
confiderUthe laft Husband is nor at all con-
cared inthis Queltion no mnre thanany o-
ther Womans Husband5 io that the Que-
nfl cacbe a lefs, but muft fuppofe it both
Ingratitude and Injuftice to leave her laft
Husband.

Queft. 2. There- is a Friend of mine that
hath kept a Houfe upwards of Twenty years, and
never had any of thofefort of Creatures called
Crickpts till within thefefew Weeks, they breed-
ingin their Houfe, which is not near any bakg-
houfe, they being dijfatisfied in the matter are
defirous to haveyour Opinion herein, whether the
Confequence thereof be good or evil ?

Anfw. There’s nothing at all in't but
what's Natural, read our former Papers,
ad you will find this fubjedi particularly
treated o

Queft. 3. Gentlemen, VamaffiiLledin Body,
~ndhave ujed many Medicinesfrom Dolors,but
in vain, J would now with a Godly Sorrow for
finspafi, and a Rcfolution offtriLi Obedience to
~Nodfor time to come, humble my felf before
himwith Fafiing and Prayer to have my affiiLH-
if*fremoved: Al this I know is necejfaryfor
fhe obtaining fttch a Mercy from him$ but |
Would know your Opinion, whether this, with,
or without Sackcloth and Afhcs, would be moft
acceptable to God.

Anfw. God Almighty delights in our In-
nocence not our Affiidtions. — You have
hisown word for it, vtsu He doth not afflici
willingly, nor grieve the Children of Men*
Our. Advice is this, That if your former
Crimes be fuch as are more dpecially a
gainft your Neighbour, ’tis fuppos'd the In-
juries have been either againft their Eftates
or their Perfons, if the firft, actual Satif
faftion muftbe made, ifpoflible, ifnotpof*

fible, itmuftbedefign'd, ‘anddone as foon
asable; ifit be aganft their Perfons, 'tis
either againft their Reputations or Bodies 5
if thefirft, areparation muft be made the
fame way that the Injury wes done; ifa-
gainft their Bodies, 'tis either by Death,
Wounds, &c, or Unchaftity: In the firft,
fatisfadtion muft alfo be made as far as pofh-
ble, (tho we don't believe a Man oblig'd
to give himfelf.up to, the Law) if the Jaft,
fuch as are injur'd ought to be fil'd unto ‘for
their 'pardon, and fuch methods taken, if
polfible, as may bring them alfo to Repen-
If the Sin be more immediate-
ly againft God, there’s no other way but
Humiliation , and feeking an Intereft ia
Chrift, who only is our Reconciliation to
God. = We don't believe Sackcloth and
Afhes abfolutely neceflary, they are only
outward Teltimonies of Repentance, and
not always real neither, God wants none of
this, he*looksat the Heart- — Be frequent
in Prayer, and get the Prayers ofthe Church
for you; God can take offthe trouble wher™
hepieafeS] if he delays, thereadieft way to
effed it is refignation to his Will.

Queft. 4. About a quarter ofa year fitice /
troubled you with three jQueries, which | then
toldyou were thefirf lever fent, one of them
was about Mount Etna, / have carefully e
guired into the Mercuries and the Supplements,
but cannot find what 1 fent to you, but abun-
dance ofpretty Love Queliions Anfwered in a
Weeks time, and feveral other jhadows below

your Opinion, but perhaps | might over-look them.

I fendyou here another, and defire the favour
of your Solution. A Fellow of a CoHedge in
Oxon about Twelve years ago made Love to a
VertuousToung Woman, they agreed upon the
Match with the Confent of Parents on both

fides, whereupon he made a Solemn Contrail

with her by a Sacred Protejlation to God fignd
with his own Hand and Seal neverto Marry *any
before her, but having no Benefice at that time,
gave her a Bond /500/. to Marry her at the
end of threeyears, which time jhe waited and
refufed very good Matches, butthe Man imme-
diately after broke his Fow to God, and Con-
trast to her, by Marrying another with lefs For-
tune, and leaving.the former to the Contempt of
ithe World, 2 humbly beg your Opinion whether
'tis more prudent for the Clergy-man to make an
Agreement with the injured Woman, or to abide
a Tryal in an Open Court of Equity,

Anfw. We hope the Relation is not truth,
if it™e matter of Fadt, and can alfo be
provid, aCourt of Equity (in our Opmi-
on ) will give herthe Money, if the oufi-
nels be not otherwife compounded.

Queft. 5. J defire your Tho”hts upon that
Scripture, — 1 Cor.ii. 14. Doth not even
Nature it felf teach you—thatifaManr}ave
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long Hair it isa fhame to him. 1
thofe that wear long Hair ( as abundance novo
do) not only meer nominal ChriJHans, butfuch
as are Members of particular Churches, and
pretend to greater ftritinefs in Religion than
otherswhether (Ifay) thefe Rerfons do not Sin
agahifi the Law of Nature and Apofiolical Cen-
fure J or whether the Commonncfs of the Cufiom
of -wearing long Hair by Men can make it the
fittfttf and whether the pretence that it doth
no body harm unlefs the Parties themfelves,
hath any weight in it. Far | conceive, befides
that it is ajin againfl Nature, ( which | fup-
pofe doth therefoYe reach all Perfons, Times and
Places.) It occafions an unnectffary Expence,
and gratifies th-it corrupt Incl'nation to Pride
of apparel, that is naturally in moji Men, but
ptre by Chrijiians ought to be mortified /™ bejidcs
ifit beajfnful Cufiom, orat leajt if there be
ground to fear orfufpeci it tobefo, the pralHce
isfo much the more inexcufeable, becaufe there is
lefs Temptation to this Sin than to mofi others,
for thereis ( as J conceive j neither 'profit nor
pleafure in it, as is ufually faid alfo of vain
Swearing or if this Scripture be not to be urh
derjlood according to the plain litteral fenfe ofit,
t\;b_at’)othertolerablefenfe can in reafonbemade
ofit 7
~Mnfw. Tis an Error not only of rhe Que-
ries, butofmany more, to take Shame for
sin 5 there’s nothing can be a sSin that does

. not oppofe fome I-aw,h\ii this oppofes none,

tis no Sin; it oppofes not the Law of
Aiod, being no where mention’d in it, nor
the Law of Natun.- — For Men are Men,
tho’diycriifyd by Languages; and we find
that Hi*lory makes mention’of fome Nati-
ons that \vear their Hair extraordinary Jong,
eiixr.ially in ibme parts ofthe Indies, where
thelulf*lrtancs have their Hair above a yard
long very commonly, which they Oy], and
hind it round their .Head in Wreaths; a-
gain the word long is indefinite as to mea-
fiire, there is no let limit to Mankind, and
that which appears long to fome Ages is
/hortmconiparifontoothers; our Opinion
ISw That Cuftom is the Rule, and he that
by a finguiarity affeds the wearing of his
Hair either long or fliorter than wiliat is
worn by his Neighbours, thereby becomes
Ridiculous? and a Ridiculous A(Efion is the
proper Objea of which Ihocks our
Nature,™ and cliis we take to be the mean-
ing of Sc. PauPs words, and not any thlng
thatisfinful.

Queft- 5* Another Quefiiott | defire your
Solution of, is this, — yVhether or no (.w to
thofe Creatures which God hath allowed us to
take away their Lives for our Food and Nourifh-
ment) it be notfinful and wickpdin CbrifHans
roiHinglytoputanyofthemtomore pain than is-
abjolutelv needful to takeaway their Lives, and
if]}), whether Cockzfighting, BnU-baiting, &C-
be notunlawfulfor Chrijiians.

1 dnfwe. As in the afoiclaid Cafe, there’
no Law broken, fo that all that this amounts

to, IS. acertain ftgnpfan ill-naturdf2ot a (in-
ful fierfon.

Qudh 6. Why do you feem to ridicule your

'LONDON,

own Notion, hy c(rntr»dm,g yourfdw 2 0
M aks and Females in Trees.

W e beg this Gentlemans pardon if
our lart Merry Anfwer has any way com

dued to his uneahndsi hnee wedkgnd
nothing ofthat Nature. ’Tis true we offerH
A Nerned have already iz\d upofuhe
bubjed, co wir. Thatth e r e difennee of
Sexes m Irees but with fubmiffion we canV
chute but believe it a Merry Conceit-
more; ad the Arguments that have bee

ofterd prove It not no more than chat m
mn ts the Male of » Matter, which by AfIL

produces H ~t: But to give the reafon of
our own Negative C”ondutions; there is
no need of Male and Female without Com-

if, Trees Communicate, it
wav flbres or fome other near
way 5but weexperimentally atfurd that

very gi'Ma”iftances have'not hindred pro-
dudtions, betides we thall have moft Trees
to be all Male, or ail Female, fince ,e can
Name tcveral Species that no Effecis ca®
Ihew any difterence at all betw ixt 'em
Cuett. 7- Tourdefign of .expojing Atheifm
u worthyand commendable-, 1Jhad five v.;? tm
hetnfened, if youpleafe in the

Paper My Mother sEldejl Brother dfd at
Father s Houfeat 1 ackleftone;« Norfolk. A

dreamt a little before hts Death, that his Father
T f Water.

Jelj, for the Grave-maker had no fooner taken ho
~Br,ck,nthcCh.ncd, h.nhc m ,.r

and although my father fet many hands to rtort
to empty the Crave, yetit could not be done, hit
theywerefared tolay the Corps imotheW ater-
andtoaddtothefrangenefs of the thing there
tcasne”™r any Water befori orf.ncefozZzddtz
mthe Chu”h or Church-yard Graves 5 my Fa-
ther was Mmfier of thatplaceeleven (ear!| and

f never knew any appear.
Ithtnftheficmd more worthy your notice. Tfe

Hradon near London, told my Fa-
therO almle Chld in his Parijh, Who when it

wasplpmgwtth hts Companions,faid, | /ball die
fhfcTiT A Pit-hole.

thinM fT Z i'T
~nfw.  We have already given ourO

a3 N« ? mFEmtL aUtz llhat

the r t-e ’\ Itiomj. Pr.y Gtntltmin your Qcmem yvknhtr
tht*"F nfodm wout it ffitun, without Z 1

ainfw. We have in our former Volumes
an Inftance a moft of the fame Nature to
which we refer you, only telling you in
Ilhort that Rettitution is always abfolutely
neceifary where poftible, butthe C ri S
15not ob iged to expole his fault perlbnally,
hnee Cuftomand die prejudices of rhe-Age

%I” m ft die g[reateft lincerity with an un-
aritable Treatment
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