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• 26.

The Athenian Mercury.

W K haye_ lately found fome o f  our 
Queri(l$ fo very troublefome, chat 

we muft be forc’d, in order to live a little 
quieter, to fall from ^nfwering,o£ S e r ie s   ̂
to .^nfw^ring o f  Letters ; though We refolve 
to difpatch all that w e have any thing to 6 y  
to in this one Paper, as w ell for our c a fe , 
as the Reader s diverfion; and, by that time 
we have done , hope w e fliall be pretty e- 
ven with ’em for their EpiHles; and.if either 
they, or fome o f  their dear Friends*happen 

^ ^ ^ P o fe d  a little, they may e’ne thank 
th ^ fe lv e s  for giving fo much occafion.

For the lirft o f  our Sp ark s, he, i t  feems 
has met with a Qwfiion concerning the 
French , & G  not Anfwered to his Mind i 

which has made him fo very An­
gry , that he cou’d not fo much as fee the. 
right end o f his Paper, but W rites as i f  he 
were bJindrfold 5 now one end on*t upper- 
m oft, and -then t'other—  W e  ihan’t trou­
ble the Reader with the whole Lepter alltoge- 
mer, but only produce it Paragraph by Para­
graph, with (bme Jhort Footes o f our o w n , 
by way of Jllajirathn—  H e begins thu s, l  
had once a good Opinion of the Athenian Mer~ 
cmjts— ■ ( for which w e are very fbrry, and 
know nothing w e have done to deferve i t ) 
That they .were an-. Ingenious and Learned So- 
ciety o f  rirtHofi |  W hat i f  he fhou’d be mi- 
daken ? ) whofe Vefigd was only the advance­
ment o f the Bell^ Littersc, and the Entertain­
ment o f the Ingenious World (one wou’d think 
a Pcrlon who fo hugely admires the French.  ̂
mou d have ufed their Language, and rather 
W ritten Belies Lettres,t\idx\ Belize Litteric—  
out ,that’s fo fmall a thing, ’tis hardly worth 
minding, for now the Plot thickens, and you 
mall immediately hear him Thunderj But in 
Juch a Adercuryj!find fo foolifij^ridieulous and tri­
fling an Anfwer to this ^eftion^Why the French 
love the EngltjhjQcc.that it rather raifes ^Ijaiuc 
^han Anger—  {G ood  N ew s,'if it be true , 
mat one who is o f the French fide has any 
Shame left 5 for ’tis now e’ne too lace for 
em to be Angry. A s for the Anfwer—  we 
muff confefs we did not much endeavour to 
Pleafe him in’c, fince whatever that i s , we 
are fure enough that the -^ueftion is fuffici- 
encly Ridiculous—* W h y the French Love 
the Englifi} j 2^0.. W hich, how much they 
love u s, we may pretty well guefs^ i f  we 
conlider the Englilh are the Nation which 
Jus now C heck '! ’em in their Ambitious 
jjratping after the Univerfal Monarchy-—
^ hey may love us, ’tis true, as far as aC om - 
Piim en^nd Grimace, for that’s the Nature 
01 the Creature 5 but how ■ inwardly, how 
^cire ly  they love u s ,  wlien by Force or 
1  reachery they get ns in their pow er, we 
nave but top many M an ces y but need go 

0 farther than that o f  Sicard in tlie Gazet,

whom neither the Law's o f  N ations, nor 
A -  ^ . .Ho pitality cou’d refirain from 
lliewing his Nations Love to our Country­
men, by the moft Barbarous o f  Villanies. ) 
H e goes on 5 F ir  f t  o f all the Barbarous and 
Vngenttle manner o f Reviling a whole Nation—  
(w h en  w e charge a W hole Nation with 
mole National Fices which they are really 
guilty o f ;  tis indeed neither Reviling nor 
blandenng em, unlefs it be with Matter o i  
Truth—  And we don’ t doubt but that this 
Gentleman is as Angry with Cafar for revi­
ling the Whole Nation o f  t\\tGauls^ by giving 
their True Qhara6ler form erly, as with us for 
aoing It n o w -"  But befides this, Lofers may 
Speak; and when w'e R e fle a , to whom we 
mve all our part’ and prefent Expences o f  
v ^ in  and Blood ,■ both in Ireland and Flan.- 
ders nan^ly, to our good Friends and W ell- 
willers the French, they muft forgive us i f  
we no more admire clieir Good-nature than 
we do cheir Valour or their H o n efty -- A f-
i l V  ’  fhis Fpiftle has the
l« f t  reafon in the W orld to blame us for 
R e n t in g  on a W h o le  Nation, when? not 
only the f'amous French Sorbiere has done ic 
molt egregioufiy in his Lampoon on our N a­
tion, which he calls , A  n yage into Ena^ 
U ndi and even he him felf follows his E x- 
am ple, and ules almoft his very w ords; 
when, {peaking o f  the Engltjh, and that, for 
ought we know, his own Nation, in the fol­
lowing Paragraphs—  But the truth is, there’s 
difference m Nations,as you may fee by what 
comes n e x t ; And that the braveft Nation 
 ̂ m tire W o r ld ,  whofe A ir  and Sublime

« o f  Mankind.all their
Neighbours, though they envy them, can­
not forbear Imitating, f  H ow  brave they 

» e ,  w e (Mil fee, when we can perfwade 
thein to Fight, for they ne’re dar’d to d o it  
this Summer, unlefs before our A rm y was 
got together, and juftin  the T ail o f ’em 
when drawing away. A s Brave as thev 
a re , we have Beat ’em out o f  T w o  Kine- 
doms already, and, at this Prefent Tim e 
unlefs, as their way is , in fome fudden 
Sneaking Enterpnze, when they have none 

they are Running away all 
the W orld o ver; and Thoufands o f thek 
Choiceft Troops are beaten every day by 
not fo many Scores o f  Poor half-naked h i  

iet s g i v e ’em their due, though 
we can c be perlvvaded to believe they love 
u s , and own they have as much, or perhaps 
irore o f  the Arc o f  W a r , at this prelent, 
than any Nation in Europe—  W e ’ll funpole

'em , that they 
had loft the Qualities o f  their Aticeftors and 
were as good at bearing an Impreftion' as 
they really are at making o n e -  L et’s fup- 
pole on , that all the Towns they have ta­
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ken by Surprize or Treachery, as well as all 
other Advantages they had gain’d 5 had 
been gotten by pure dint o f Sword, yet all 
this coa’d not make ’em Brave they 
w ou’d ftill be unjuft and {^rfidious, and the 
G reat rfobbers o f  the U niverfe 5 and cou’d 
no more pretend to Ttm  Bravery than a Ban­
ditti or Cut'Chroat—  So much for their 
Bravery—  As to their A i r , and high Ctni-  ̂
U4, which the reft o f  the W orld  Imitate—  
W e  grant, they Generally look l̂ike but 
fo did the Irijh themfelves  ̂ and another ««- 
lucl^ jort of an A n i m a l , h i g h  Ceniw  puts 
him very often on beftriding the Ridge o f 
an Houfc , and fuch kind o f defperate En- 
terprizes. They are, we own, the fitteft to 
make Falfe-Counts o f, o f  any Nation in the 
W orld  } and, as for true Gream fs o f  M ind, 
i f  it confifts in Humility, or not to abufe fo 
good a w ord, a Servile bafenefs, they may 
indeed pretend to't, fince, as one tartly ob- 
fe rve s , There are more C ooks, and Valet- 
de-Chambres o f that N oble Nation, than a- 
ny other in Europe—  and as for any others 
imitating ’em, ’tis hoped thofe days are now 
over i and neither French D ifea fes, nor 
French Faftiions, fo generally worn as they 
have formerly been [  ‘ ‘ And becaufe they 
“  have more Humanity in ’em, and Breed- 

ing in their Treatment o f  Strangers, than 
the Surly and Btill-dog-like Nature o f  an 

"  Englift}-man is capable o f , your owm Ig­
norance makes you impute it to their Inte* 
reft. 3 For their Humanity—  Sicardagenl 

But that’s a Single Inftance—  W hat than 
W'as the Pari fan  Maflacre, afterwards carry- 
ed all the Kingdom over ? Then for this pre- 
fentage, there’s Luxemburgh's former Hu­
manity in Flanders, not yet quite forgotten—  
and there’s the Immortal LewHs Humanity, 
in Torturing, Murdering, Pillaging, Baniih- 
ing fo many Hundreds o f  Thoufands o f  his 
own Natural Subjedis, for no other Reafon, 
but that they were too good for him, againft 
all Law,Faith and Obligation ; and,o’  to ’ther 
fid e , bringing his dear Brother and A lly ,  
the "Turk and Tartar in Upon Chrifiendom, ana 
forcing the poor D uke o f  Savoy to ufe his 
Subje<Ss as 111, as his Kinfman had done his 
own , not confining his Humanity to fo nar­
row  a Compafs, as either his own Kingdom, 
or Chriftendom it felf—  for all which he 
is daily D eify ’d b y h is  crowching Slaves, for 
SuhjeEPs a word too good for ’em, either be­
caufe they are pleas’d  with what he does, or 
to  make a better-natur’d ConftrudHon on’t ,  
fo r the fame reafon the poor Indians make a 
G od  o f  the D evil, that he mayn’t devour 
’em. So much for their Humanity: N ow  
for their Breeding, in the Treatment o f 
Strangers—  I f  w'e formerly were too C iv il 
to  ’em on that head , we’re now ready to 
retrad  our Error ;  fince the beft Piece o f 
Good-breeding they ftiew tp us, is, that
they tak§ it very kindly to be kickt doxt>n flairs j
which way o f  Salutation it’s true our Bull- 
dog-Englifti are not well acquainted with. 
But their Breeding towards others may be 
gueft a t , by what they ufe among them­
felves. They are ready enough to ftile us 
Infulaires, Barbarous and Bade*, whereas the

French make their Wives wait at Table, at 
lead admit ’em not there, when ours always 
f t  down at the upper end, N o w  for their 
Breeding to Others, efpecially to us Englifh, 
w e confefs, w c need go no farther then Diep 
or Calaice, when thofe Torts -are open, to 
fee abundance on’t where, to borrow the 
words o f  one o f  the be(h Writers in our Na­
tion , “  W e  are indeed generally welcom’d 
“  with care enough, for the Inhabitants o f 

thofe places leize on every part o f  us, fome 
“  catch our C loaks, fome our H ats, foroe 
“  our Portmanteaus, and when w e are by 
“  Piece-meal brought to S h o re , our ofti- 
“  cious Friends demand their ow n rates for 
‘ ‘ having thus obliged us 5 lo that fometimes 
“  we fcarce know whether w e ftiould call 
“ it a Landing, or a W reck . This for their 
Good-breeding,•\s\{\ch we readily grant anEn- 
glifhman is not capable of,whom he calls Sur­
ly, and Bull-dog-like 5 much after his Mafter 
Sorbiere, who complains. That the Englifti 
are o f  a G loom y, Extravagant, Fanatic, Me­
lancholy, Humour 5 and in another place, 
That they are Capricious, D ark , Irregular, 
Sufpicious, and have a Melancholy peculiar 
to themfeives,wanting W it  to diftinguifti be­
tween Serious and Sullen, as the fame excel­
lent Author tells him ; and all this o n ly , 
becaufe we can’t Caper up to the Heights o f  
his OW'D Nations Genius; who, unleft he him- 
fo lf bely^’em j Wherever tb€y come make fuch a 
Noife , that they draw all the Children and 
d)ogs in the Town after th em ^  But the E -  
pifileM zn now lets the Englilh take Breath, 
and to work he goes with the Dutch 5 and 
tells us 11“ ’T is no w^onder the French hate 
“  th e n !, or that as a Generous Man hates 
“  a Villain 5 fo the braveft Nation in the 
“  W orld  foould deteft the molt V ile , Per- 

fidious, Rafcally-Race o f  People under the 
“  Sun, and the very Dregs o f  Mankind— ]  
A  C iv il, M odeft, Well-bred-Perfon this 5 
and gives very hand fome Language, fcorn- 
ing to follow him felf what he before fo 
fevcrely blames in US; our Barbarous and 
Vngenteil manner o f Reviling a whole Nation'—
But we muft give him leave to forget him­
fe lf a little 5 and, as he was juft before a- 

Jhamed without being angry, fo now to be 
angry without (hame, Fear, Or W it either , 
or any thing elie, befides dull Ribaldery and 
downright Railing. And y e t , ten to one , 
but the Good Man has more Reafon for 
this than we know o f—  None certainly 
can love France, but they muft hate Eng­
land, they being as contrary as Light and 
Darknefs'y and'none hating England but fuch 
as dxt Jacobites ; and for thofe, thei^T a­
lent lies in Scolding , which we muft e’en 
let the feeble Creatures alone in , now they 
have done Scratching—  And fee what 
reafon there was for luch a Gueft—  In the 
very next words the Cloven-Foot begins to 
peep out very barely, wherein he com­
plains—  “  That the Dutch did not fend K.
“  James word before they came over—  W hy 
truly that was like a parcel o f  Boorifl Fel­
lows, and very uncivilly done o f  ’em i tor had 
the late King known o f  their coming fooner, 
he’d have been better provided for ’em> and
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not have been furpriz'd, and frighted out o f  
his Kingdom with an Arm y o f 40 or 50000 
M en, by a parcel o f  Ibme 1 4 or 150005 
and the G a u n e  tells u s , they were no more 
at their Landing. For the Proclaiming 
W a r , ’twas none o f  their Bufinefs, ’ twas 
the Princes Private D efign, and the main 
on-t at his Charges 5 no W ar was intended 5 
he only came at the defire o f  many o f  the 
befl o f the Nation, like another Hercules, 
to cleanfe our AHgaan-Sxzh\t of all the fil- 
tiiy Loads that the Romifii Priefts and Je- 
fuits ,and fome other Bearing Bealls o f our 
own had laid there—  This certainly was his 
defign, as his Declaration tells US 5 and thus, 
we may fuppofe, the late King him felf un- 
derftood and believed it to be 5 when he 
himfelf, wehad almoft faid, Signed an Ad~ 
drefs to him, as well as fome o f  his Friends 
before 5 and made him Generalilfimo o f  all 
his Forces, adiually commanding ’em to fub- 
mit unto him—  But fuppofing none of this 
had been true 5 and, that the Dutch had , 
without any Provocation, or Proclamation, 
adiually made W ar upon the Englifh, How 
well does this Accusation found from one
who defends the French Nation'------ How
often, how notorioufly have they violated 
the moft Sacred Leagues, w ith no better 
Caufe than their Monarches Glory, and no 
more warning, than one D orp on Fire gave 
to another ? ’Tw ou ’d make even a Turk 
Laugh ( though they have now little reafbn 
fork) to hear the French complain o f  foul 
Play, Treachery, and breaking the Law  o f  
Nations; when the Hiftory o f  this whole 
Age w ill be made up o f little lefs than what 
they themfelves have done o f  that Nature-- 
W e’l l ,  but this Good Patriot is further 
troubled , that for this Service o f the Dutch 
600000 /• Teas thought a fmall Gratuity^ though 
they never laid out the Money—  How then—  
Was the Fleet Equipt with nothing at a l l , 
or w^ere the then Princes Army ferry’d over 
in a few Scullers ? That Fleet which then 
made both Shores tremble, thofe at Icaft e- 
ven o f  our fide; who, like this Gentleman, 
fo much Sympathizd with thofe on the o- 
ther—  He goes on very good requital 
this for all the Englifh Blood and Treafure expen­
ded in their behalf againfi the Spaniardyto ruin 
thofe who preferved 'em ; concerning which he 
defires us to Read this follow-ing Epigram^

Aufiriacum Batavis Regem detraxmm Angli^ 
Auriacum nobis Gens bene grata tulit.

0  mercatorum par impar! Msec dedit ultro 
Gens Libert at em, vendidit iUajugum^

He concludes thus, for we’ll now make an 
end with him 5 [^Gentlemen, I defy you to 
Anfwer this, and fo adieu! ye have a caufe 
to manage, which is not to be fupported by 
Humane W it.
. That w hat the Dutch have done for us,
IS a handfom requital, for what we former­
ly did for them, is true, without an Irony 5 
and for their ruining u s , thanks to Heaven 
and our Good King we are yet Heart-whole, 
and 0 \d-England is alive, and alive like to be, 
iQd as (tout as ever, whatever fome o f  her

good Friends o’ t’odier fide the W ater, and 
their Correfpondents here may wilh her—* 
For his Epigram^ we might have let it alone, 
had he not defy’d us 'to Anfwer it, which 
the Englilh M aftifftem per, as he calls i t , 
can’t well endure. Stand clear then TuUy 
and Brifcian, and have-at it in the befi Law ­
yers Latin we can get.

Aufiriacum Batavis Anglifudere Tyrannum 
Scotigenam nobis gens bene grata fugat,

0 Benefa^iorum Par Compar! hac dedit ultro 
Gens Libertatem, SuBulit illajugum.

J A C O B I T E S .

W e, for the Dutch^ dethron’d the Aufirian 
T o  us that grateful people Orange bring^:(King 
Merchants illrmatchc J rW Freedom  freely 
Tliis made the other pay to_ be a Slave, fgave.

W hich, together with the other, for the 
edification o f our She-Cuftomers, both J4 -  
cobites and others, we fliall endeavour to 
make fpeak Englilh, as much o f ’em, at leaft, 
as w e can fqueezinto our fliorter V e r fe .

IV I  L  L  /  A  M  I  r  E  S,

For HoUandv!Q^vo\\di Philip's Fetters broke, 
They kindly refeu’d us from James's y o k e ; 
Botli Eriends w'cll-match't 1 to them we Free-

( dom gave 5
A s England's Chains they loos’d when doom’d

(  a Slave.

Thus we have Anfwer'd this bold Chal­
lenger : and though, to carry on his own 
Bull-dog-Meraphor, he has given us a little 
tofs, we hope w e have pinn’d him to the 
ground for his L ab ou r: One word m ore, 
and then we part as good Friends as we are 
like to b e , unlefs he alters his opinion. 
That we are certain we have a Caufe to 
manage which has fo much Trutfr on its 
fide, and fuch a King to boot, that ’twill 
be at no great lofs, chough we can’t bring 
much Wit to defend it.

Another o f  the Same, by——  a G E N ­
TILE-M A N .

Quefi. I. Centilemenl— Whereas youhave 
Printed fome paffages in your Mercury refieB- 
ing upon King James, which /  Wrote t'yeabout^ 
and ye have yet tukgn, no notice of it 5 So this is 
to give you to under(iandj that I  am a G E N ­
T I L E  M A N , and one who am ready at all 
times to call any Man, o f  the beft Quality in 
England to account for affronting the Queens 
Royal Father ; therefore  ̂i f  hereafter ye Print 
any thing Sawey, or refteBing upon him, know^ 
that I  have Sworn to Cain you where-ever I  
meet you, and doubt not to engage a hundred 
C E N T I L E A iE N  to do the like—

-^»/ip,_Good Angry G E N T L E M A N ! 
W here did you run away lafi—  at Salisbury^ 
the Boyn, or Aghrim W e ll—  never iVas 
poor Caufe fo put to’t for Secretarys 5 and i f  
they Eight no better than they Write, no 
wonder they’ve made fuch bafte tolofe three

King.

f  [
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Kingdoms. Bat, we doubt, they are a- 
bos’donly—  This is certainly fome W hores 
hand, For the late King has ftill fome Friends 
in a  corner, fomeP««//eor other, w h oisre- 
folv'd to Cain whole Arm ies for the fake o f  
her dear Mafter, and has put on a pair o f 
B refch es, as my Lady Straddle her Jack- 
Boots, for that very purpofe. But be it He 
or She, all we Hiall (ay to their C an te l, i s , 
that they are very bold People, to fight with 
they know not who and how many, fin ce , 
for ought they know, there may be a Hun 
dred of us as well as them ; and then it muft 
be a pitch’c Battle between us, and enough 
to make another doleful! D itty as long as 
DoHgUs and Pieny. But, to prevent the efFu- 
fion o f  Chrifiian Blood,w'fe promife ’em, that 
vrhen they think as well o f  the late King’s 
Royall Son and Daughter, as we doubt they 
do o f  the Queen’s Royal Father, w'e’ Il be 
Friends with ’e m , and Dudgeon fhall fleep 
in ruft and oblivion— and that even in re­
lation to that late unhappy Monarch they d if  
courfeof, i f  they’ ll but let us alone, we'll 
endeavour to for .̂  ̂- him, which is the great- 
eft refpect we can now fnew him.

Here’s one more in great hafte—
Queft. 2- Gentlemen— rm juft Booted and 

SpHrrd^oing OHto'Tomi\ I  h..ve fent you fe- 
veral Xiueffions which ye dont thinks fie to An- 
fm r — However, Vllfend you this one, and de­
fire a Refolntion in your next— “ Whether you,
‘ Gentlemen, that Anfwerjuch a parcel of Im ­

pertinent -'Suellions, have any Patent, or other 
‘ Authority thus to make the City ring o f your 

daily Nonfence ? Tours, & c.
Anfw. Good Mr. &c. \ W hy fo Hiort and 

angry ? ’tis a hard W orld indeed that a Man 
can’t Palk^Nonfenfe, and Print it too, witljout 
havitig a Patent fo r t— However, as long as 
there is no L a w , nor A6t o f Parliament 
againft it, that ever we heard of, we claim 
the Priviledg o f  Englifiimeii, and i f  we have 
any occafion, fhall ftill make bold to Print 
i t ,  as well as you to Write it.

Queft. Whether the Ancients were as 
well Skill’d in Shipping and Navigation , as 
the Aloderns are ?

Anfw. The Negative appears partly by 
the Refolucion o f  the former J^uefHon, and
w ill farther by what yet remains.------  ’Tis
true they had vaft Ships in thofe days, enor­
mous Machines indeed, as the Firtuofi love 
to call ’e m ; and whatever we flatter our 
fe lv e s , vaftly bigger, fome o f ’em at leaft, 
and able to contain many more than the big- 
geft Ships now in the W o rld , not except­
ing the Royal Soveraign ,  or Brittania them- 
felves, or all the Terriblesot Invincibks that 
the French make fuch a noife w ith ; And 
though the vaftnefs o f  the Bulk and num­
ber o f Men fome o f ’em are faid to have car­
ry *d, feeras almoft incredible, yet w e fliall 
fet ’em down, as w e find ’em in Grave A u ­
thors. Athenatu itWs \\s , that Ptolomy Phi- 
lopater had a Gaily built for Pomp and Plea- 
furG; with a double Prow , and Forty Ranks 
or Orders o f  Rowers. And even Plutarch 
himfelf, in his L ife  o f Demetrius, that he e-

quipped feveral Ships o f  W ar, which had 
in them each Four Thoufand Rowers. This 
for their bu lk : then for the excellency of 
their S tru d u re, i f  we’ll believe iV. 
who writes o f  N aval Architedure in 
Htgh-Dutch,  whofe Book was Printed at 
Amnerdam  in 16 7 1 .  ( whereof the Royal 
bociety give an account, Fol.6 . p ,^oo6.) 
they were much firm er, and more lafting 
than ours For he tells us a ftrange Story 
O f a Ship found in the time o f Pope Pius the id  
in the Numidian Sea, 12 Fathoms under water, 
30 Foot long, and proportionably Broad, of 
Cyprus and Larix  wood, fohard, that *twou"d 
jearce Burn or C ut , and not in the leajt any 
where rotten or perifh'd; and ( ftranger than 

Ship foclofe, that not a Drop 
of Water was foakt into the under Rooms. But 
What e re we think o f  this Story, or o f  the 
vaft Bulk affign d to fome Ships, this we are 
certain ,  mat they anciently had fome very 
large Veflels. Authentick Hiftories men- 
tion Hiero  ̂ the Syracufians Ship, which , by 
the Deicription M r. Evelyn gives o f  it out

u 'u  . , that ’twas among thofe
which had been taken for Mountains, or 
rJoating Illands, and that ’twas a Moving 
Palace, adorn d with Groves of Trees, both 
for Fruit and Shade c  it out-did our Abdi­
cated Admirals) w e fay, by that defeription 
g:yen of it, it fhou’d feem to be the fame 
with the Miraculous Archimedes, as his Hi- 
ftory tells u s , by his Mathematical Engines 
.m ed up in the A ir,equal and even,as a try- 
al o f  his A rt - w h e n  Hiero and all his Cour- 
tieis were at Dinner in it. N or were they 
former-y wanting in Stratagems, orlngeni- 

nevjces to Murder one another :^For 
^tnos is faid to be the firft Inventer o f  Sea- 
fights, w h o J i v d  not long after the F lo o d ; 
and we are more fure, that not only theufe 
t  but even Falfe-colours, Firejhips,
SttnkcPots, gnd Snake-Pots were known to the 
/indents, as w e learn in Fromo o f Strata­
gems Then for the number o f  their Vef- 
fe ls,w e need not go fo far back as Homer, 
who tells us, there were lo o o  Ships againft 
rroy,but may eafily believe it wasfomecimes 
very great, from the number o f  Men Em- 
barkt upon them, fince as the Roman Hifto- 
nes and Polybius, a very good A uthor, in- 
lorms u s, the Romans m d Carthaginian Ar^ 
mado s have met at Sea with more chan a 
Hundred thoufand Men o f  a fide 5 and at other 
times, Forty thoufand have been k ill’d but 
o f  one fide in one Battle. N ay, even we our 
felves have kill d 5 o f  our good Friends
the F r^ c h  in a Sea-fight, under one o f  our 
EdwartPs, vyhen they ftruggled with us once 
before for the Dominion o f  the Seas as they 
do now, as may be feen very well and accu- 
rately deferib’d in Mr. W  his k S  
But notwithftanding all this, ’tis certain 
that w e out-do the Ancients, not only ino- 
ther parts o f  N f^ a t io n ,  but alfo in that o f 
ShippingjOurVeffels being, though notfo 
g reat, as fome o f  thofe are reprefented, yet 
much more ferviceabJe chan thofe o f  the 

Ancients.
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