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(The Athenian Mercury.

Queft. I. TiVifo xohat Place does the Sohl of
J. Man go immediately after its
departure OHt o f the ~ody™ If does not go
intoitsfull fruition of Hapoinefs or Mifery f
Jnfw. We are miftaken if this Qjieftion
hes not been before partly anfwer'd, and
here once for all, we defire Gentlemen be-
forethey fend any Queries hither,that they'd
beat the pains to coafult our Indexes, and
fee whether they are not already anfwer’d,
whereby they'd oftentimes fave themfelves-
ad us lome trouble, and not take it ill that
‘ftdovit a~um agere. — 10 this we anfwer
infliort that the souls Of 11I-Men,<Who by the

by are very Catachreftically faid <O enjoy.

Mifery ) are in the power of the Devils,
whowhen they die, are faid to require their
Souls Of 'em 5 and where thofe Devils are
hes been above difcuft and clear'd, not out
of Fancy but evident Scriptures = As for the
Sous of Good mer™ they are immediately af-
tertheir feparation invery Company, In
the care of thofe Angels who carry ’em into
~aradife, or Ahrahatns Bofom-  But where
or whet that is we'll not now difcufs, not
leing willing at prefent to venture onany
more Paradoxes.

Quefi. 2. Whether there is a CeflTation of
~ens Torments and Happinefs at the Day of
Judgnment till both their Sentences are pronoun-
cfd by God ?

Anfw. The Quefiionfeems tofuppofethe
Jticked t0 be adfually inalocal Heu before the
Day ofJudgment as Well as the Godly in Hea-
M« both which,perhaps,are more commonly.
Sceafily faid than made good.We believe the
greateft Torments of wicked Men before
the Day of Judgment,and thofe bad enough,
will be their own confdences, and that com-
pany they are condemned to: Which Tor-
ments will be both augmented infiead of
their ceafng, at the Day of Judgment, the

by having all their Faults again repre-
fentcd both to them and all the World, the
fecond by being Eternally confined by an x-
teverfiblejoom to thofe infernal Prifons pre-
paredfor the Devil and his Angels— And
for the contrary Reafonsthe Joyo~thtSams
nuft needs be at the fame time highly aug-
tnented.

Queft.  Whether it were lawful for LotV
tWoDaughters to g0 INtO their Father ?

~Anfw. This Queftion wou'd feem almoft
ridiculous, had not Learned Men obferv'd
that the Jews go about to excufe 'em in this
matter — by pleading for 'em that they
thought all the World befides wasdeftroy'd,
from their Expreffion — “ There is not a
Man on Earth to come inunto us— and be-
fides that they expected to be the Mothers
of tile Meflias— both \\hich we tliink ve-
ry frivolous excufes.  For the laft, wc que-

ftion whether there were then any fuch ex-
pedacion. at leaft but avery implicite one :
For the firft, they mufthave been filly in-
deed to think there were no Men in the
World befides thofe of sodom and Gomorra—
for both neither wou'd be an available ex-
cufe, but both o f’em guilty of the higheft
and moft abominable Inceft.

Queft— 4- Whether in your Opinion are the
hefi Chriflians, they that live precife and cir-
cumfpeli in all outward appearance, boafimg of
HoPtnefsof Life, andof their great Knowledge
of Jefus Chrifi, and have great confidence of
their ElcSiion and Predefiination, but in their
Dealings in the World are Subtle and Crafty,
Griping and Over-reaching all they deal with
and in their Behaviour llafiy and Morefe, ea-
fily mov d and hard to be pacified or they that
live more loofein theWorld, freer to keep Com-
pany, andJometimes may take Gods Name in
vain, yet of a downright plain way of dealing,
cautious ofdefrauding any, and honefi in all
their Morals, ferving God to the befi of their
frail Abilities, not prefuming on their own good
Works, but hopingthe befi through the Merits of
Chrifi ?

Anfw. A fair divifwvn of the World, and
we doubt an ONg, INto Pharifees and
Sadduces— hutour Saviour "WsSneither. FOr
the former forr,, undoubtedly Pride is the
very darling Sin of the Devil, and we be-
lieve he’s more lure of a proud cenforious
Man, who isqguilty of Spiritual Sins, thanof
the loudeft Rake hell in the World, for
the latter has feldom foentirely rooted out
the Principles of Conlcience and Reafon,
but that he fometimes thinks he ought to do
better, and therefore there’s even lome pro-
bability of his Repentance, whereas the o-
theris Ihut up from all hopes of Reformati-
on and Amendment while he thinks he’s al-
ready fo good 'tis impoflible he Ihou'd be
better, -The Principle ofthe one is, “ To
love Cod and hatehisNeighbour, of the Cther
“ to love Cod without keeping his Command-
ments, iINboth which they are camnably mi-
ftaken 5 for they muft either take Religion
all together or elfe letitail alone. The
mifehiefis that both fides inftead oflooking
at home, make it their bufinels to find faults
abroad, andrather rail at others chan mend
themfelves, foro’ t'other fide that Man muft
not pretend to be a Chriilian, nay not as
far advanced asa Moral Heathen, who
makes nothing ol the Religion Oi an Oath,
nor fpares to abufe that Great and Holy
Name by which he is call'd incaking it to
wicnefs in every mean filly frivolous matter,
nor muft he deceive himlelf and think a
chrifiian Faith and Heathen Life Will fave
him meerly for faying Lord have mercy upon
ne, or the French King who after he had

fwom



/»orw ufed to beg pardon of his Wooden
God. Nor is it Morality™ but Chriftianity-,
muft iave us, elfe there had been no need
o f our saviours coming upon the Earth, nor
can one fo much as pretend to Morality it felf
who lives in the conftant breach of two
Branches ofit,the third Command,the fixth,
nay feventh, eighth, ninth and all, by rafli
vain Oaths and Intemperate Living. In a
word, we wifh they’d once reform them-
felves, and let one another alone, hnce they
are e’ne Ib bad that we know not which is
the better, but pray God to mend 'em both,
which we think they have fo much need
oE

W e having received avery remarkable
Letter relating to the defired Reformation,
wherein aremattersof verygreacconcern to
the publick, think fit to publiih it for the
mMOA part in the fame words we receiv’d it,
as well as the Queftions following. The
Letter bears this Sence.

SIR,

One who has the CharaSler of a Religions
Perfon isfufpeEled by his Neighbours to be con-
cerned in the Bufnefs ofthe Reformation, and
thereupon reprefented by his Enemies as anill
Man, and abafe hypocritical Fellow, and others
who are willing to entertain a more favourable
Opinion ofhim, fay they’ll not believe it that
beinga good Man,as they charitably (uppofe him,
hed be guilty of any thing of that Nature,
— Others fay — they wonder Mr, — Who
lives well and in good repute, (laud undertake
ftch a thing, there being Rogues enough to make
Informers of, &C. And this is not the Dif-
courfeof meaner Perfons only,<™ut even, of Pa-
rtfth Officers, and fuch as are fvorn to put the
Laws in Execution againfi F'ice : Others repre-
fent him as a B ufe-body, faying Mis the bufinefs
of Officers, and not private Perfons. — On the
whole pray anfwer the following Queflions rela-
ting to this Matter,

Queft. 5. Whether the being an Informer
againji I"ice be confonant with a Chrifiian Pro™
feffion?

Queft* 6. Whether fuch an Ipformer may
juHIly be calCd a Bufie-body, fince he does no
more than his Duty ? *

Anfw. For a Reply to both thefe we re-
fer the Reader to our large Paper formerly
publiJhed concerning this Reformation —
and fo go on to thole that follow.

Queft. 7. That the World may be fatisfied
that pecuniary profit is not the canfe offuch In-
formations, 1 defire you'd tell us what Benefit
thofe Perfons get who inform againft profane
Swearing, Curfing, Drunkennefs, &C.

Anfw- This is already done very plainly
In aibroadfheet of Paper, fomecimes fince pub-
lilnt for that purpofe. But an Infallible
w  not to be thought Mercenary in this
cale, is to refufe that lhare in the Mulll
whkh the Law allows, and Jet it be given
to the Poor, and theo malice it felfcant
charge it upon you.
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Queft- 8, What that Perfon may expeSwij»
having been punifijedfor profane Swearing
endeavour as much as he can to ruin that Per-
fon hefufpelts to be the caufe ofhis Punifhment
and threatens to fqueez.e his Soul from his
Body f

Anfw, ’Tis no great wonder that one who
deals fo ill with God himfelf, (hou’d liave fo
little refpedt for Men, nay for the Magi-
firate, who bears the Sword topunilh Vice:
Nor, is it any great wonder, when ail man-
ner of Vice has been fo long Rasnpant,”™t
Devil lliould be fo unwilling to leave thofe
Wretches whom he has fo \oi\gpojfefsd, not
Is’t to be thought he’ll e’re do it without
tearing \m and making em fome at the
Mouth for a FarCwel. for this Wrenh who
is fo far from being amended by wholefom
Punilhments that he’s only the worfe fbri,
it’s a fign he wants a great deal more than he
has yet had,and deferves to be made as Exem-
plary in punilhmenc as his Fault has been.
In order to which we defire his Name aiftl
Habicationmay be fenc hither, which if’tis
done, perhaps he may find there are greater
Perfons Will appear againft him than he ex-
pedis, in the Caufe of Vertue and Reli-
gion.

Queft. p. What muft thofe Pariflj Officers
expect, who being SWOrn to perform their Du-
ties do notwithftanding return the Money levyd
upon Offenders againft the late Order of Sejfions,
to the Perfons offending, whereas it ought to be
given to the Poor |

Anfw, “Tis pity but they lhou’d be better
hpown, and then they might expc(a feme*
thing like their Deferts— but in the mean
time fhou’d they efcape publick Juftice, they
muft exped the Fmgeance ofGod upon ’em,
for wilfully and fliamefully neglecting their
Duties, forabufing their Places, and for the
worft and moft impudent of Perjuries, when
inftead of difeouraging Vice they go fo far
to ftrengthen and. defend it— and befides
all this, they’ll have the Souls of thofe un-
happy Men to anfwer for whom they have
encouraged to perfift in their wickednefs by
granting ’em as far as they could, impunity
in it— and this their own Confciences will
tell 'em louder than w'e, when they them-
felvescome to be Criminals at the Bar of the
Almighty— which if they’d in earneft con-
fider, we hope they’d feverely repent any
fuchadlions, and for the future avoid’em.

Queft. 10. What jhall we thitA™ of that
Mans Religion who has formerly had hit
Goods SeizSd for being at a Dijfenters Meet-
ing, and lately had them Seized again for
Swearing ?

Anfw, We won’t be fo uncharitable to
fay as fome wou’d, that the common Pro-
verb is croft, and here’s one will Swear
znd Lie to— but we muft obferve firft,
that there are Knaves of all fides, and then
that ten to one the Seizing his Goods for-
merly for Diflenting, only made him a Hypo-
crite inftead of really converting him, and
from fuch an one as this We cou’d expectno
ocher.

J ,3unfon. i6pi.





