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VOL iV.

The Athenian Mercury.
Queft. i: the tm Religionsj a

kgr, or a P a p ilt, which 
wond you chnfe  ̂with your Reafons f  

Jnfw. Neither: becaufe both o f ’em are 
fo bad, that they can hardly be call’d Chri- 
ftian. But to compare ’em ; In many things 
it’s true they are near a’Kin *, and the Qua­
kers have been, e’re fince their rife, lookt 
upon as the Jefuits, By-blows of the Jefu-
ic*-----And indeed, it muft be confeft, that
in many things they llrangely Symbolize 
with the Papifts. -The Quakers deny the 
Plenary Satisfaction of Chrifi , and reft on 
their own Merits ; fo do the Papifts: they 
Rail at our Minifters, and deny their Legal 
Call, or Ordination j fo do the Papifts: They 
pretend to a greater ftriCtnefe and lingularicy 
of Life than other People, fo it’s notorious 
do feveral Orders among the Papifts, fo ex- 
aftly, that one wou'd think the Qyaker? on­
ly a fort of Lay-Brothers to fome o f their 
Societies- Then for Phanaticifm, and Entliu- 
fiafm, they aremoft admirably match’d, that 
and Infidelity together making up the very 
Creed of the Quaker ( forgive the Expreffi- 
on 1 ) But to confider ’em afunder, it’s 
true, the Papift holds more than he ought 
to do, and therefore all the Articles of the 
Chriftian Faith; but the Quaker much lefs: 
They all deny the Chriftian Sacraments,both 
Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper 5 and we 
wonder how they have the Face to pretend 
to what they never had, Chri/Hanity, when 
they were never Chrijlend. They are in­
deed a Compendium of almoft all forts of 
Hereftes 5 for they not only deny the Me­
rits of Chrift, as has been faid, with the Pa- 
pills, but even his Satisfaction, Divinity and 
all, being, at beft, no better than meer 
runs; if we believe ’em what their late fand 
prefent ) great Champion has refin'd ’em in­
to ; Nay, there have been fome o f ’em, who 
as far as we can underftand ’em, deny our 
Saviour's Manhood too, as well as his God­
head ; nay, deny Angels, Spirits, Heaven and 
Hell, turning all into mean and jejune Alle­
gories i and no wonder after th is , they 
mou’d, all of ’em, to a Man, that e’re we 
met with, in pofitive '1 erins, deny the Scri­
ptures to be the Word of G o d and moft of 
’em deny any RefurreCtion of the Body, as 
others the Exiftence, or Activity and Coa- 
feioufnefs (which is all one) of Souls after 
Death. For thefe Reafons, we think, as a 

■ bad Chriftian is better than none; fo a Pa­
pift than -a Quaker •, though Charity gives 
us room to hope , that there may be Ibme 
in both of thole Panics who may be better 
Chriftians, than thofe Principles, if believ’d, 
Wou’d permit ’em to be ; but then they 
niuft he neither good C^iakcrs, nor good 
Papifts.

Queft. 2. 2 have often John White- 
head, a Grand DirePler o f the .^akprs^ boaft  ̂
M o f a M iracle; that when he was under Per- 

fecution, as he call'd i t ,  and fe d  in a Prifost 
with Bread andiVater ; he F a tten d o n tfo a s ht 
afterwards was Three yards, o r more, about 
the Wafte-------- - Q_^are , Whether the Con­
tribution o f the Sifter-hood laid afide, the M i­
racle may not ceafe , either through the Confti- 
tution o f the M an, or the Nature o f the PlacCy 
or feveral other ways—  or laftly. Whether hU 
Wife coud feed  by Sympathy, Jhe being near as 
fpatiom as her Con fort ?

^nfw. Suppofing it true, that the Story 
was-thus related to the Querift, and chat in 
Faft it fo really fell out 5 w'e yet think our 
Friend John will have no great Reafon to 
boaft of a Miracle, unlefs fuch an one as was 
wrought upon Nebuchadnez.z.ar, by turning a 
Man into a B ea ft, fince .fuch a load of Guts 
cou'd have hardly any ftiape o f Humanity 
left; But we can eafily enough get rid o f 
this huge Wonder, without a Miracle; fo r, 
’tis the Nature of fome Beafts to grow F a t, 
when S ty d  up in a narrow Room f for which 
reafon we know not but their Brother White- 
head might have made good Brawn too, if 
he had been but Collar’d. J It being noto- 
rioully known, that a reclufe Life, in fome 
Conftitutions, nay, w'e believe in moft, in­
clines extremely to grofsnefs, and a Corpu­
lent Habit of Body--------  But after all,
we muft confefs, we fufpeCI *twas no better 
nor worfe than the Friendly Contributions 
did the bufinefs— for, to return to our firft 
plain Comparifon; let the Swine lye a fat­
ting never fo long, he’ll ne’r prove good 
Bacon, unlefs the Good-women bring their 
Waft] now and then, and empty their Pails 
into his Trough— _ and that there was real­
ly foinething of this in the prefent cafe, we 
have moft violent Sufpitions as well as Pre- 
fumptions, from the lhape of the Sifter, who, 
fure, cou’d not be fo uncharitable, as not to 
be in Tribulation together with him; for 
if  her licking the Platter now and then, 
could make her Burnifh at fb wonderful a 
R ate, one wou’d be apt to conclude , that 
there was fomething or other in’t that had 
fome Savour, before the Brother had done 
with’t, unlefs we are to fuppofe there was 
2i Brace to do the bufinefs.

Queft- 3* Now fljall that perfon behave 
him fclf,  who, being concern'd in this R(forma’  
tion, has thereupon loft the Love o f  his Isleigh- 
bours , by whom he was formerly very much e- 

fteem d, and having Publick  ̂ Bufinefs , has loft 
fome already , and is liks ^^d
is further excluded their Society and Company as 
a bafe Fellow ?

Anfw. If the Perfon is fatisfy’d in his In­
tentions , that they were-faitjawL honeft in
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what he has done, and that he has adled out 
o f  obedience to God and the King 5 ihefe 
confiderations alone will afford him great 
fatisfa<aion— He has our Saviour's own 
BJeffing— Blejfed are ye when Men ihall re­
vile J/ou— and ihall caft you out as evil-do  ̂
ers  ̂&c. He is to coniider himfelf as a Con- 
feffnr, and almoft a Martyr, for the caufe of 
Virtue, and the good Laws of the Land— 
This we £ay he may have already,but if he’ll 
let us know his Name, and Circumftances, 
ail wcll-attefted, which we promile fliall 
not be made ufe of to his prejudice, he may 
perhaps find thofe who may as mucli encou­
rage and advantage him as his Ill-Neigh­
bours have before injur’d and abufed him.

Qusery 4.—From another Hand. Whether 
think, ye will the Laws againft Vwe he as duly 
now. put in Execution^ as thofe formerly were a- 
gain/lthe Lijfenters f

y^»/n>.Twou’d be a (hame if they fhoudn’c 5 
and it they are not, w’e may e’ne thank the 
under-Oflficers for’c 5 fince all has been done 
from Above that w-as poffible, both by jix - 
ample and Command toward fo great a 
W ork.

Queft. 5 . I've heard it difeours'd, that in 
the Canons of the Church, particularly anon 
55", \is  appointed, that all Minifiers jhall in 
their Frayers before Sermon, Pray for the King 
hy his Name and Title \ and by Canon f  9 —  
Every Sunday and Holy-day, before Evening- 
Prayer , to examine and inJlruFl the Touth in 
the Church- Catechifm, as 'tis alfo direEled in the 
Kubrick. How comes it then that the fr ft iige­
nerally neglePled, and the latter only perform’d 
in time o f L e n t , whereas it ought to be done all 
the year round ?

jSnfw, For the F irft, either the Gentle­
man who propofes the Quxry never goes to 
Church 5 or elfe he has very ill Fortune, al­
ways to light upon a Jacobite- Minifter fince 
’tis notorioufly known, that there are few 
hundreds, if  fo many as One, throughout 
England, who deny Obedience to the pre- 
fent Government, or refufe to Pray for ’em, 
and that by Name, as direiled. For the Lat­
ter— we wiih we cou’d as eafily prove him 
miftaken, as we can in the former-^ How- 
ever,here’s this to be faid, That the People 
are grown too Proud, and think themfeives 
too wife to beSatisfy’d,or^«fOjf,asthey’d 
be ready to call it, with Catechizing (  we 
mean both inftruding the Children, and ex­
plaining the ^wftions and ĵ nfwers) unlefs 
they have a Sermon too. There was indeed 
in the Primitive Times, belonging to every 
Church, one, whofe particular Office 'twas, 
to Catechize and Infiru£t them that were Ig­
norant in the Myfteries of Chriftian Religi- 
gion; who, for that Reafon w ere call’d Ca~ 
techumeni. St. Mark,-̂  as 'tis affirm’d in good 
Ch. Hiftory, w-as the firft who fet this Of­
fice up at Alexandria in Egypt, when he left 
it, fixing another there in his Room *, and 
*tis certain they had Catechifing and formal 
Catechifls in that Church from the firft A- 
ges—*’ Origen himfelf was one of thefe, 
wlwm, if ŵ e miftake no t, Heradim Suc­
ceeded in that Office, as Damafus him—

And this very Method it’s very probable, 
made Chriftianiry then fo fuccelsful, and 
in k) little a Ipace planted it fo firm all the 
W orld over, that all the Arts and Tor­
ments the Devil or Man cou’d invent, 
coud never root it out. And ’twas by 
the fame method, the Papifts themfeives 
own ( as Bifhop Andrews tells DS in his 
Difeourfe of Catechizing ) that the Refor­
med won fo much Ground of ’em in fo 
little a time i and if  the Reformation has 
not made a proportionable progrefs fince’ 
its rife, as it did then, we may fairly fee 
to what negled the obftrudion of It has 
befcn owing 5 and from the fame Fountain 
undoubtedly fprung-che general Debauche­
ry of Manners that reigns in their Chur­
ches almoft as much as even among the 
Papifts themfeives^ and wq wiffi we may 
not be too true Prophets, when we fear̂  
’twill n’ere be much better till a New  
Race of Men arite, better inftruded in 
Faith and Manners than the prefent is, 
which being generally educated in the 
Loofnels and want of Difeipline 5 ill- 
grounded in the Principles either of Mo­
rality or Religion, and coo Proud to learn, 
are eafily carry’d away,eitlier by Atheifmor 
Debauchery, whither the Tempter pleaies— 
Now were this particular Office of the CaccT. 
chift agen renewed, and encouragements gi­
ven to it in every Church, the duty would 
certainly be perform'd— or were it but uni­
ted to the Reader’s Place—but this is not ve­
ry likely to be done in fuch an Age, fince 
the Readers Places themfeives, even in this 
City, are generally fo fmall, the Clarks being 
commonly twice as much, that few, but ve­
ry Toung M enm W  accept o f ’em, whomuft 
almoft Itarve upon ’em too, unlefs they have 
apply’d themfeives to fomeching elfe to 
help— Nor is there any great likelyhood 
things fhouid be better, the Maintenance of 
the Clergy having been plundering ever fince 
K..Harry the Sch’s time 5 and that little they 
have left is thought too much for em by Tome 
fort of People: nor are we very likely to 
k t z N e w  Office eredted in the Church, w hen 
tis fo ill able to maintain the Old. For thofb 
who think one Minifter is very well able, if 
not lazy., to Read Prayers, and Preach twice 
a day, and befides, Catechize, Baptize, Chri- 
ftenand Bury— W e only wiin they were 
themfeives to try the Experiment for one 
Quarter of a year, and lee how well they'd 
like it.------

Qu. 6. Wbethtr as long m  the Bodyr;«4/wTcnanrabIc', 
the Sou] un Separate fwn ii n-ithout Dcaui for fame time li­
mited̂  as is riportea of fame, who Jor fme time mtie lain in i  
Trtnciytndcomttothimj'.at: agen.and have reUieawhat they 
pretend to hate fetn and hiard in places remote j or of WntMt, 
who have ebiit Aotturnui Acuis in Atnote places ?

Anfw. We believe thole Reports to have been little more— 
Thus far it’s ciue, wc may be as certain as we can well be 
rnadeof any matter ot hatt That lomc I’eriooshave
fallen into Trances,and reveal’ d what has attually palt in 
very remote places—  butvse believe this to bconeJy 
the eflfeas of Diabolical Agents, who Ihuc up the Senccs of 
the poor deluded (Vretches, nod brought ’em what News 
they pleas'd from diftant places, inoprcfllng it on their 
Fancies, and making 'em bclieTc they really faw what 
they no more did , chan Sick Men do in a Feaver thofe 
fhapes which feemto pafs before ’em.
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