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The Athenian Mercury:
' ® U C n i S ' F >  D ecem b er  i .  1 6 9 1 .

loi.tft. !• Athtnu'n S<̂
* I  cisiiy and fu.yofe a ^ j^IUok Omi’d he jxntin 

J [  Verfe, fec.ii it be a»'.mr*d in the lame? 
An(v. Twill h ' rime cno'i|h to aol'wer thi'» when 

theOueiift has made the Experiment.
Q-ielh 1. ff the biii Er^lijh Satyrift notoiivini? 
iSjW. We coil’d tell him the tcorjiy but let that 

iVjT.e i and we need not tell him who was the fcf/i, but 
m;htnis am ne more, and OUham is dead, vyho came 
alter him. But to give our Judgment impartially as to 

as long as either Abjolm and Achitophel, or 
a n d a r e  left, wc mull conclude Mr. P — 

1^ only the bf(i Snyriji but the beji every thing elfe 
«cept thetf/f and even for that he's bow of
the bejl Religion for a Poe: of anv in the World.

Ĉ eft. 3. Do the MoJirn En£lijh Pramatique Writer's ex- 
all wi/l, or ibffe oj the laji Age ?  . • _

Adv. Tliofe who fird: brought our Stage any thing 
lear the Ancients, as Shaiye{ttar  ̂ ■̂ ohnfon, and foinc k w  
more, bad not only moft of ’em a great Genius of their 
t«n to fliape and mould what they found, but a vaft Itcck 

.of.Viftfrto fee up with, and theretbre no wonder they 
vrereluch great Traders. For Tragedy, they had then 
r.i>: onlyall the Hiftory, but even all the Fable o f the 
World to work upon, as well as the Works’ o f other 
Trjgidians, both Greek and Latin 5 and for Comedy, 
IS well »11 the Fo;ir of former Ages as our own plevti- 

Jid Crtf. But our more Modern Writers are either in 
forc’d to graft^n what their Forefathers have 

daotf before ’em, whom if may fometimes happen, they 
nuyrtnJ fortheworfe, and ftrike out inftcad
oiReulti j’br elfe paub ’em up with a few mean Scenes in 
ônparifen of what they fo badly imitate —  Or it they 

ttead new paths, be forc’d to invent monlfrous andun- 
Mtural Stories, which can never do well upon the 

where we expedf rfie Image of Life.* And then 
Comedy (with reverc.oce to all the ^m lity o f Pit 

ud Box be it fpoken ) our Fools are now almoft all ex- 
and the fame Fool feldom does well twice ; and 

“^ 5 ,  we require better bred Fools than our Fore- 
were contented with, for a'Merry Millar or Cob- 

'*'0a’d make Excellent Sport at the Red-Bull or Globe  ̂
•wreas nothing will down with us now under Law- 
PsCltrî , oviCountrey Gentleman. Now tho’ it muft 
«confei's’d there have been new Fields open’d for Tra­
shy, both by the Dil'coverf of a new fVorli., and ma- 

great accidents in this; And tho’ we have now and 
* Nfa> F o l l y  or Huynour ftartsup to divert 

tnelyjr/i firft, and the Stage afterwards 5 yet neither 
*re theinftances o f the former kind very numerous, 
“Ware a l l or dreadful i ’fwiej fit for Tragedy  ̂
^  iD thelarter cafe, are there enough without a great 

Art in the Cooking o f ’em, to fatisfie the ftiarp 
rJfWK Audiences as will be all Criticksin
wlw k- Por' which Reafons we chink that one
^  bits the true Air either o f  Tragedy or Comedy in 
did f r  ’  performs a more difficult task than chofe who 

^^rtnerly. Upon the whole, tlid we have few, 
J  at prelent, whom Nature has given fo

A Thoughts as thofe o f for-
thev^*** yet we certainly write more corrtFlly than 

Wwwwar/ for the moft part are better 
tho their’s better Farce than ours.

^ “ • 4- Is there any Deceit in a Brimmer ?
the moft in. the World; —there’s firft a 

vr/ux in the thing it fe^f, for either’cis mot‘full 
ifit tnser-fuU-, as it muft be

'vhich it nwer is linlefs ’tis more than 
cafe m ’ ^hp Name, in neither
tioj] Qf,?. ^Ptjperly called" a Brimmer. The Explana- 
»»« n according to the Carpufcula-

ail o f  a ; ; ; :

ticlcs„ which by their Figure have an eafie motion: 
Thus drd^s of water are round, when in their natural 
Figure, c-ndcaveuring thereby to hold their Continuity  ̂
as being oblig’d to Row as near as polfible to their pro­
per Center, wc mein the Drops  ̂ and therefore into a 

F/gifre, as may be obferv’d in W’arer caliully fpilt 
on any dufty place, which rolls along in big round 
Drops ai lo.ng as it can to pi>!^erve its felf. And as 
Drops of water are thus round., lb neceflarily the furfac® 
of ’em is round too when joyn’d together, (tho’ it ap­
pears plain, i f  we look on it in Imall quantities,) as 
may be feen in the Sea, and i f  we look narrowly, even 
in a Glafs of Beer,, or Water ; for as 'tis impofllble ex­
actly CO fill a hollow Cylinder with a Globe  ̂ but that 
fbnie part ot it muft be abwe or below it’s edges, wher?, 
i f  you fill the Glals to the Ed^c, the middid o f the 
Liquor will ftill be higher, becaufe ’tis round; and if  
you only fill till the middle is even with the Edges, 
the fides will not rife fo high. That’s the firft I'yeceic 
in a Brimmer, but there are a hundred more in a Mvral 
Sence, as well as a Phyjical. In a word, that old Saw y
tar enough from being Univcrfally true ------In vino
veritas, unlefs wee’d tranflate it, ffhen the iPines in, the 
Hull's out, or Children and Fools tell Truth. ’Tis tru e ,. 
Men generally fpeak what they chink at that Time, but 
then heres ftill a great cheat in the bulitiefs, for they 
fpeak what oftentimes they.nevcr think ett.her before 
or after. Well may w'e call a Man dilguifed cfiac has got 

large a Brimmer in his Head, fbi it makes a Fool o f 
the wiltfi man in the World, it turns the Politician in- 
fide out, and makes him vomit out all his fUnking Se~ 
rrrtx, till he looks as ftlly as an 7r/^ 0 ’t’other
fide, it tranfmo^iphies the Cobler into a Statelman, and 
turns Tx/«r«/a into a Lord; nay, a greater miracle than 
all thefe, mafcesrthe vileft old GrM& o f a n ///wrer, grow 
as free and as generous as his mad young Heir, who 
vobat he goes to Hell for, will [pend at the Devil'.—  And 
« Is no Deceit in all this, we are ftraneely mi- 
ftaken.

Queft. f .  Whether Sengs on Moral, Religious or Divine 
SubjeSfs, compofed by Perjons of ^Vic and Virtue, and fee 
to both grave and pleafant Tunes, woud not by. the Charms 
of Poetry, and fweetnefs o f Mujicfi, ynahe good Impreffions of 
Modefly and Sobriety on the Tcting and Nobtei mahe themre- 
ally in Ijroe with Virtue and Goodnefs, and prepare their 
minds for the dtfignd Reformation ? and what are yeur 
Thoughts on the UtePaftoral Poem, &c.

Anfw. Nothing but a Stock is proof againft the 
Charms o f Mufick, nay even that will feel, tl;o’ it can’t 
hear it. , We are not.apc to believe lb ill o f Mankind 
as many do, but think before ill habits are indued, 
thole common Principles o f goodsefs left in their Na­
tures, elpecially aSffid  with Chriftianiry, wou’d ra­
ther incline ’em to Virtue tineiVice, were one but drefs'd 
M lovely as generally we fee rh mother : Now Mufick be­
ing an as well is  ifenfible pleajure, (for it de­
pends indeed chiefly upon Number and Harmony, which 
nothing is a proper Judge o f but what has Reafon) and 
o f all Mufick .Vocal is the moft.moving, efpecially when 
good Sence, good Poetry, good Tunes, and a good 
Voice meet together j  we fee not how Virtue, which is 
even o f it felf fo amiable, can choofe but be much more 
fo, when thus adorn’d and attended. But ftill the Qy®- 
ftion is, who fliall be htfr Tyre-woman^ For fhe may 
tarry a long time before our Poets will tr6uble*them- 
felves about ft. And here naturally enough wou’d come 
in a Difeourfe o f Divine Poetry and Pngts, but We have too 
much Bufirfcfs already to Digrefs,or difeourfe on thatSub- 
jed^ unlefs our Queftion call’d us more immediately un­
to it. However, feeingthis ^tw-i/lItems notonly to be Poe­
tically endin’d  ̂ but to defire our Thoughts on the lace.Pa- 
ftoralP(m,W9 fhalf here add i  or*? lines tothe Author o f it.
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To the Author of the late Famous

r d  Poem.

Y E s, — fyeach Fourtai/i  ̂Riuer, Siream and Grove, 
By dll the f/w/inf haunts the Mufes love.

B7 them theMelves, and gre^t Apollo too,
rU Sw eur I hardly love them more than yoiu
Siy , Dear unlrnown ! rthat is'tthat charms me Jo . 
IVhit Jecret M a r  through thy lines doesflotff'
What Deachlels Beau:ies/n %  Gardengrow ? 
Immortal wit in Saiitres cafieft drefs, •
A  l^aradice rais’d in a Wilderiiel's.
Tho'harjh thy Subji'^, haggard* and iin\tnd,
Ja d  rough, as bitter bhjts of Northern IVinJ;
Thy Divjoe Spirit correcis each ruder Sound ,  
^ n i  breaths delicious 2tphirs all a/oiind.
Thus can o«r Kindred, J r i ,  and Painters Care 
Maiie even Storms loof^Beiutijul and fair.

But wSilJi rpralfe, I muji accuje thee too.
When thou h,idil done jo much, no more to do. 
ii''hfnto the brin'  ̂ of Boyne Hero came 
There to breah_ off" the chale ol him and Fame. 
m ere  ba.l bin Albion now, bad he thus jhod.
But fioasing in another Sea of Blood ?

Toieave'bim when'the F l̂ ods crept jeft tlong,
And Silver Boyne li(lr»d to hear thy' Song,
To hear the Naia.is Sing what thou do^ write.
A s when jfoe role to jet thy Hero fig h t: •
See him all ipringing Laurels Ipread,
And all bis Angel Guard around his Head.
This wields his FUming Sword —  the Rebels fly,
And that the facal Ball puts gently by._
Which Brittains MIGHTY GEMIUS/fcafl ,̂ to fee, 
And trembled at the Danger more than He.

This! fyveeteil Bard, hadfi thou proceeding Sung, 
how had t/’f  Woods, how hudtheViWcys rung,

■ And Pollio’s learned Mute,^ho fits above.
The Shepherds Adntiraiion, and their Love, 
had deign’d thee Smiles, as all the World efieena. 
Which dares not jure dijlilyi whaipleafts him.

■ Queft. f .  In Difeourje with a Perfon difaffe^ed to the 
Government, concerning a famous Book notjongfincewrit'^ 
ten in the Defence thereof, wherein the example of Conftan- 
tine the Great is alleiged, who made War on Licinius for his 
terfecuting the Chrijiians, *n»as alledg'd, that t!je Example 
didnotrtachthe-Ca.^t, and Conftantine did not fight 
with Licinius beeaufe be perfecuted the Cbrijiians, but becaufe 
he broke the Contrak made between 'em at their Entrance on 
the Empire: Tour judgment on the Cafe ?

Anjw. We think there are many more Inftances in 
whicn that Hiftory hits our late Circumftances, than 
that Reverend I^rfon is pleas’d to obferve, all which 
are given by the Hiftorians as the Caufes of the War be­
tween the two Emperors, as may appear to any who 
w ill take the pains to confult Eufebiue his Ecclefiafiical 
hiaory. Lib. 10. Where he teUsus, ‘  Liawwbanilh’d all
* Chriftians from his Courts, and depriv’d the ^Idiers
* o f theipDignity and Honour, unleis they’d facrifice to 
‘ Devils: He aboliftied the wife and ancient Laws of the

Romans, murder’d their-Nobility, (dPc. and grew fo 
‘  much worfe and worfe, that his latter doings ftill ex- 
‘  ceed^ his former, proceeding at laft to alTault the Bi- 
‘  fliops, and becaufe they were the true Worfliippers of
* Almighty God, accounted ’em Enemies to hisGovern-
‘  ment and Empire: — And when all this went on well 
‘ with him, he intended at la'ft to have nude ei general 
* /frfem/o« o f the Chvtftians, had not God, who fights 
‘  for his Servants, fpeedily prevented hjs wicked Deugns 
* —By his Servant Confiantm with a mighty
‘  Army in Defence of his Qyarrel, and o f all good men, 
‘  whom God granted the Viftory : — And agen, When

. ‘  he was fall’n into the extreams of Madnels, that pious
* Em w o r  and Defender o f the Chriftian Faith, perceiv- 
f f n g ^  was no longer to be fuffer’d, thought fit vo-
* luntarily to attempt the Deliverance o f thofe who were 
‘ fo in^uriouily omefs'dhy the Tyrant, and that heimight 
‘  fave many, refolv’d to deftroy a few bad men. Hence 
we fee, tho’ perhaps Licinius might have feme fecret * -  
fip i agaioft Conjlantine j  and tho’ there might be a Con-

trafl: between yet tho’ L Js  Contradf did not, |  
appears to as, reach the Chriftians in Licinius's Don» 
nions, ’ewas the oppreffion and Perfecutioa ofihofc 
Chriltians which is alledg’d as the Caufeof the W», 
as is yet plainer from the account which ,5'ccr«Mgi,  ̂
o f the fame matter, Lib.iQ . ‘  faylhe,opprti5j
‘ and filetic’d the Bijhops, and perfecuted the ChriHia,̂  
‘ both with Corporal punifnmencs, and Jbl's oftber 
‘ Efiates, -whereby he incens’d the Emperor Ccrfutia, 
‘ againft him, and thereupon the League was broken- 
‘ Ucinius once conquer’d was uied cqurteouily, aiidpfr 
‘ mitted to go away and lead a .private Life 5 Sutc: 
‘  content with this, he gather’d an Army of Barbuia, 
‘ andaflaulred the Empire, —  the End. of whiih Wi 
is lo well known, that it aeed not here beinferted.

crCrit having been obferv’d, tliat more PerfonsLi!* 
dy'd fuddenly within thefe t w  Msmhs thin ferimv 
years together heretofore, ’lis therefore dflir’d ri 
all pcrioiis tnat know any Injfances of this Naw-» 
that they wou’d fend ’em to ^o)}n Dttnm at thr k.. 
ven mthePoultrty, with the moft remarkabk t>. 
cumaances relating to their Deaths, there fe-j 
now preparing for the Piel's a Hiihry of thtin'::] 

• have dyed fuddenly, &c,
c5 ‘ The Propofals for the Toung Students Lihsn, j • 

to’l)e had at the Raven in the Poutlrey. 
tO'THE I'ISIOHS OF THE SOUL, before it ccr̂  

mtothe Body, iy feveral Dialogues: Wbeuiv- 
Nature,Conceptions, Dodiiines and Coirelpora 
cies o f Unbodied Spirits are difiindt'.y trfa'fii'''. 
and many things wboUy New are advanc'd: T;s 
ther w'ith a Brief Account of the AfÛ NI-lV 
SO CIETY, and of the different Tempers oft'. 
C^IERISTS. Written by a Member of the A--'.- 
an Society. Price Bound One Shilling Six /,v 
Sold at the Raven in the Poulirey.

[|1 The Ladies ^uefiions w ill be anfwered next fidh.

Tht Supplement to the Fourth F ’olume ofti* 
AthtniunMercury will be publifli’t 
containing Extracts of the moft Confille- 
table Books N E W LT  P R IN T E D  f/V ENG­
LAND, and in' the Forreign Journals, 
and t'he 12  Numbers, that Compleat the fet 
1 $  Number/ of the 4//?. Pfiolume 5 v?ill be 
iiih’cDec. where will be Anfwered ai 
ny of thofS Qiieftions fo much CKpeiled.

at)t)crttfcmcnt.
•

THe Extraft o f Liquoras, being a Compofition ̂  
heft Medicines for the undermentioned Dif^ 

and altogether different from fhe common Extrw’ 
that Name, is far beyond any Medicament eyff
known,, o r a tlca ft  publifhed, 10 cure a l l  forts ot ®  ''
Coughs, Chin-Coughs, Hoarfnefs, Shortnefs of Bry*' 
and any Dileafe of the Lungs that is Curablf-, 
exceeding good againft the Coniymption 
B lo ^  : It may be taken at any time, and theoftn«̂ ^̂  
better j being fo fafe and pleafant, that it mif r ; 
be given to a Child o f any Age. This 
(Convenience o f carrying it in the pocket) 
to Rolls, and fold for one fhiiling the Roll. ^

To be fold by Mr. Diffman Newman, Bookfell^* 
Kings Arms in the Poultrey, the corner Shop o f'C , 
Alley, and at the Rainbow Coffee-houfe wichifl ^  
Bar.

There is now publifti’d a Draught of 
that ftood in Cheapfide on the fourth of this 
vember, ( being his Majefties Birth-day ) and enf 
(being A e  day o f his Majefties happy Landing ^ 
land) done upon a Copper-plate in Mezzo Tinto 
and may be had a tM r.S w /« in  %. Pauls 
Mr. Lence n«ir Fleet-Ditch, Mr. Bourns at the Squ  ̂
on Lmdon-Bridge, an^ at raoft Picture Shops-
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