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The Athenian Mercury:
Decembtr 5.  1691 .

Queft. T J  y  Hon do you thinly the beji Vramaticii 
Pnfejj’or in this jige ?

Anfre. We fuppofe the Quefti- 
onis intended to I'each our own Nation only, wherein 
too have been many IVriters  ̂ and that feme o f the firft 
tate, who yet han’t been ProfrJforj o f the Dram , nor 
wou’d think thcrofelves much honour’d in being call’d 
lb, lorac tew. o f whom may be yet living. But not to 
runlwck as far as Sir IViUiam Davenanit who really 
hadavaft Genius, and a ftile fit  for the Theatre, tho’ 
fomtthing inclin’d to extravagant and Romantkfi, ( per- 
iupsifwell cOnfidered no great fault) nor to mention 
Mr. Cowley, who as he was incomparable in all things, 
has left us one Comedy which bears his Name not at 

Farmer; nor agen to touch on him whole 
untimely Death none can think on without a who 
loves c i t h e r o r  Kerwe, and whofe yalentmian Ihall 
outlaft, as it does outweigh whole Cartloads, o f theirs 
whofe perfons have lurvived him : To let chefe alone, 
together with poor Otmy, who deferv’d better Fortune, 
tndMrs. Behns, whofe J fo w j ate pretty natural things, 
as well as Ibme others, —and Madam PhiUtps, whofe 
tsQcewas ajaftrong and mafeuline, as her Soul virtu­
ous and noble j there are thole ftill living w'ho have de- 
ferv'd very well o f the Drama in thofe different Cha- 
raflers wherein they have written. And firft, i f  true 
Cmtiy, and perhaps the beft that comeson our Stage, 
foa’d juftly entitle to the Laurel, he may be faid to merit 
it beft who now wears it, for which we have not on­
ly his Teftimony who is held Infallible among our Eng- 
iijb Writers, but that o f our own Sences, in many or 
raoft of his Plays chat might be named : — Tho’ the 
truth is, we find few o f ’em too full o f Pirtum Chara- 

which are now almoft confin’d to Tragedy, and 
t«te feldom or never appear, unlefs to be mijtrable. 
ly  for his Predecejfor, we doubt not but Mr. Laureat 
hirofelf has the juftice to own him his Mafler in many 
ptrts of Poetry, and the rtumeroiifnefs o f his Verfe among 
wher things, we fuppofe hee’ l fcarce difpute with 
hiffl, finca ’tis really almoft Mnfick but to hear a page 
of him read, and Mr, Drydens Heroick Verfe is undoubt- 

the fweeteft in the World. As for the contrdverlie 
wwcen him and fome great perfons, we may without 
V̂ jury to his Poetical Fame, believe he was overmatch’cl 

having a ftronger Ge»/Kx than his own to ftruggle 
^ith, andbefides odds againft him as to number j and 
«.he las bin dealt with by ’em a little feverely, ’els 
y ^ f o  much Wit, that we dare believe Mr* Dryden 
ywffw coo'd hardly ever lee the Rehearfal without hn- 

pleas’d with’c. And th6 there might be fome Reafon 
wwhat they there drive at, and he being then but a 
m ng Poet, might begin to diftate too loon, and af- 
ume that as his right, which both Experience and merit

\6r

®ow give him j yet none that pretends, to judge muft 
his-Plays are fome o f the beft on the Eng‘  

iT , .S*' .His Oedipus, tho’ its true another had a 
‘n’t, is indeed incomparable, and even in thofe 

■)ich are moft fpoken againft, his very Faults are fo 
Mt B  ̂ . there’s few can imitate ’em, much lefs reach 
b« „  “f'*"* His Enemies tnuft acknowledge that he 

the ARi" of Poetry, and whether or no his Fan- 
darp̂ *̂  he drefles ’em lo well, that one elfe
thp things there are wherein both

. u/e and Excellency o f the Drama is chiefly feen ) pre- 
^  6 Incidents, and raifing and managing Pajtons j in 

which we need go no.further than his Sebaftian to 
nim intmitable. The Incefi o f  Sebajfian and Al- 

tv on’t, fs preparing from the ve-
^jegtnm ag ot the Play, old Alphonfo is lav’d in the 
Borrj’ fav’d from the Sacrifice on pur-
f*f« L he attempts fcveral tim « be­

ne amplttts It 5 fome few Rays o f Truth darting

out o f his txpreflions to prepare the fatal Secret. Then 
for a PaJf,on,‘ne\e:v was one finer wrought than that o f 
Sebafiian and Vorax —  When he has brought ’em to­
gether, when he has dilcoverd the caufe ot'Derax'sn- 
lentment, and arm’d ’em both, and gjven their Cbara- 

one* breathing nothing bpt Revenge, the other 
generoju to the heighch j it fks one upoa the vracli to 
think *how the Old man w ill.ever bring ’em off agen 
when he has goc’em foneaf together, andwequeftion 
whether almoft any other Poet cou’d have don c with­
out murdering ’em botn half a dozen times over. And 
then for his laft P k y , there needs no more to be faid 
in its Commendation, ( which wee’l be fo fuft to give 
him notwjthftanding his One out o ften ,) than that his 
Enchanted Forrefi exceeds even Tajfo's hiralelf, from whom 
’ciscopy’d.. On the whole, we need fay no more than as 
we didin the laft Af’frc-.vry,thac in general Mr. is in 
our Judgment by far the moft compleat Dramatic\ Writer 
not only of our Age, but ot all the Englijh Poets that 
went before him.

Queft. 2. I  can trith a four-ounce Hammer'drive a dou­
ble Ten into a thicb, Plan({ up to the Head, but i f  I  tal êfour 
Tun vfeight, and poiyng i( exaSUy, put it upon the fame 
H ail in the fame Plan)(, it w ill not force it up to the Heads 
H-hat may be the Redon of this Difference .

Anfiv. The Reafon is, that one is a bead-weight, we 
mean the Tuns, the other we may call a ow, the 
Hammer being enforc’d by'the Hand o f him that ma­
nages it, in which caie there’s not only motion, which 
has o f it felf a vaft force, but even a Spring too- in the 
Mans Arm, and the ftrength o f his. ^ d y  befides put 
to it, all which concurr.to the vU impreffa communica­
ted to the Nail, and all together much more than coun­
tervail the Ifucgilh weight o f the Tuns placed exactly 
upon it, which we now for Difeourfe fake take for 
granted, will not- force the Nail up to the Head, 
as the (^erift tells us. Let any one who wou’d have 
further fatisfadlion confult Mr. Boyt o f the efTcifts of 
Motion.

Queft. 3. H:w big are Spirits, fmee ’tis faid, that our 
Saviour cajt a Legio'n of'em out of one man f

Anjw. T is  a very incougriipus Qneftion, and we 
might as well have been ask’d now broad a Thougiit is, 
or what colour the Tafte is of? Spirits'â  we have faid, 
are no more than Cogitative Subjiances, and by coftfe- 
quence not at all fubjedl to the grolfer Terms of Mag­
nitude, Longitude, Place, 8cq. The Learned tell us, That 
a thoufand Angels may dance upon a point; ’Tis a ‘merry 
thought, but net at all erroneous. But for allfuchas 
are Curious in Queftioiis of this Nature, we referr ’em 
to a Book ’enrituled, TheFif/onsof the Soul before it comes 
into the Body, by a Member of the Athenian Society. ’Tis 

^Sold by^o/>n Dawfon at the, in the Roulifey. The
* J4th. Dialogue o f this Book refolves moft of thofe Curi­

ous Queftions that can be flared about tl'.e-Nature o f 
Spirits, as cothein fpeaking. thinking, loving o r hating, 
Self-moving, moKing Matter, and many more fuch like.

Queft. 4, A  Gentleman and a Lady in the Coumrey, be­
ing Neighbours, not under Parents cr Guardians, but both, 
free, and at their own D/fpdfals, did fettle their ^ffeciions 
each on other, in order to Marriage j and it not fuiting with 
their prefent circumftarces, very well t̂ nown to both, they a-

• gree to delay to folemni^e their marriage publkhly for fome 
time, hut do folemnly in the prefence o‘  God privately (with­
out any condition or refervacion) tal̂ e each other to Husband 
and Wife, ufing the Very form of words prejeribed in the 
Church Liturgy for puhlhli Marriage, and ior jomt time after 
continue as dear and familiar a»Man and Wiftfsediing only ex­
cepted: ^^ery. Whether this be a Marriage conjummate, «r 
may be broiieh off, or whether one being willing to pan, not 
giving a reafon for it, the other nuy be free, they being nSi 
married by a FrieSi f

Anfw.
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Anfw. OurOpiniwi is, that Marriage is notconfuni- 
mated before an A^usl knowledge of each ether. Not but 
chat d promile under fuch Circamftances as are menti­
oned in the Queftion is obligatory, and not to be broke 
by either, uiwer che penalty o f the breach o f the third 
Cotiimandment j but if either breaks the Vow, the o- 
ther is as much at liberty as ever. A  publick Marriage 
fignifies no more betore God than a private Contradl, 
I f  no aft enfues either ; onlv here’s the difference, the 
firli gives a ̂ latistaftion to the World, and renders che 
party proper Subjefts of the Law as to Effaces,Cf'c. Con- 
trafts are a matter o f greater Mordent tban is common­
ly believ’d, and ought to be as warily effefted (if^at ail) 
as publick Marriage.

Q u e ft . j;. An intimate Friend of mine after having Jlrong 
defires to., and promife of Marriage bad been made him bj bk 
Mijirefr, receiv’d a very unwind tetter from her, which threw 
him into fuch a Violent pajjion, that upon the reading on't, 
his Nofe gujh’t out wiih Blood, and his -eyes 'whh Tears, he 
lay four or five  nights together without JJeep, or ary - manner 
of re ii; HisMijtrefs hearing of this, ran almoji diflracled, 
and to make him amends for what Jhe hud done, pwnijed lo 
tnarry him as Jeon as he woud, rrtarried they are, and have 
leen fo jeveral days, and infinitely fond of each other, hut no- 
thing further: He is nor above ^o. anijheabout 24. atrttty 
as well accomplijh'd a iVoman in all reipeHs as ever I  knew, 
and yet it has no manner of effeS upon him, iho he loves her, 
and Jke him tnoji pajfmattly :  He thinks himfelf bewiieb’d, 
and earnejily defires jeur Opinion of (0 jiravge ind>fudden an 
alteration in his Coajiiiution : I  tell him / fancy the P'ie  ̂
lence of the Faffwn his MtBrefs's Letter putting him into, 
caufing him to lye fo many Nights without Jleep, {eating ve­
ry little in fbe day time too) mighi be the Cauje of thk dijor-

rnAnfw. We have not feen uyj 
met with any fuch dcfcriptioa in Hifiory j but if 
perfon Is able to give a further Account of this NaturJ 
we promite to oblige the Wprld by publifiiing it. ’ 

Queft. 7. In the firfl 0/Genefis iis jaid, Thtt inik 
firji day God ordained the day and nid%Qcc. end on the fm i 
day he made two great Lights, the Sun and Moot, ic. 

Fray'what wars that Light or Day, before the Sun was mait 
pnce we generally fuppoje the Day to proceed from the tiih 
of the Sun, & c. *

Anjw. There’s an Innate Light in the Heavens jtlaii 
rotten Wood, G)ow-worms, and many other thiiw 
give light without the help of Reflexions. The Learn? 
believe it was a-Circumrotacion o f their own Light.

115. The 'Supplement to. the Fourth F ’olumt of 
the j^thenian Mercury^ is novy publifh't, 
containing an Account of the Defign and 
Scope of the moft ConfiderabJe • Books 
m W L T  P R IN T E D  I N  ENG-LAND, and 
in the Fefreign Journals^ & c, and of the 
Qtialiiy of the Authors, if known; with im­
partial Remarks upon their Underiakwg 
and Performance. I'hefe Supplements will be 
continued conftantly by feveral LeafnedPerfons, 
and comprehend a B R I E F  of all vaiua-
ble Books publiflit from time to time. Print­
ed for John Dunton at the Raven\n the PoidtTtj. 
Where are to be had tbe ifi. id .2n d  
lumes o f  Athenian M e rc u ry and the

ier \ This is not JatisfaBory to him, and I  can give him no ments to  ’ em  : A n d  a lfo  th c  Preface^ Index, ^  
better reafon for ‘t, and therefore ‘its our depres youd be ~ ■
pleas'd, to give your Opinion of this matter as joon as pojjtbly 
you can, together with your Advice, what he jbull take to 
help him in that Affair j he fweats extreamly, cannot fieep 
without or yo drops of Laudanum, eats very little, and 
in all other refpeSls is very Urong and hearty ?

Anfw. We cou’d give you an Account what the 
Xearn’d have faid upon the Tying the point, a cenainforc 
o f Ceremony us’d by feme malicious perfon in the 
words o f Marriage, which bŷ  Gods permiflfion, and the 
Affillance o f the Devil has given us many InSances o f 
Effefts much like thefe in the Queflion j but fo differ - 
ing in fome material Circumftances, that we are real­
ly perfwaded that this laft is nothing o f that Nature 
but what is very frequent, and the tffeci another caufe.
Surprizes have caus’d gray hairs in one nights time, di- 
Hraction, nay fometimes Death it felf in a Moment;
Our Advice is this, that the Gentleman bleed, purge, 
and ufe abjimiOm Dyet, and che diforders ofNature will
belbon renwved. One thing which continues it ishis ume. ve  ̂ a n a ,*»**^-
great dlllatistatlion under his Condition, which he muft firi^ rs )  •  l» rv  Alphabetical T.iblc, ormpTtheuiing the Oamu f  
avoid,, and to this end .it won’t be amils, ^ac he con- ‘>1 Velume, and o f cll the Athenian Mercuries SupplenwB 
verle much with ocher perfons, and chink Tittle o f the ibeVfe of bo^ ,
m tte r ; perhaps it-may b . alfo co„ve.k„t ,o  II«p ’t J u S
alunoer, it ic is to be born, till he nnds the cafeal- r7ards, wejbuh render tut acco un t  of compieaT;
ter’d. ititfor a.furtbeT..^ceoUntoftbisVndengl;ing,JfetkrtiM/ii''tn\i‘

12  Numbers alone, that Corapleafrthe firftiS 
Numbers o f th t ^d.f^olume ; in which iz  Num­
bers arc Anfwered m^ny of the Quê lion8Î ĉ  
ly fent us.

*«* We have receiv’d fotne Queftious written in Ptt- 
try, when we have receiv’d enough to fill a Mercvij, 
they fhall be publifli’c all together vvich PeetUtlAt- 
fwers t o ’c ^  but think not 

• worth caking nocice of.
Mr.F..<4.is defired to take notice for the future,thit 

noLetters will be taken in whofe poftage is not paid fot. 
II The Queftions concerning the Senpture, and M« 

before Adam,(^c. are in our three Firfl Volumeid* 
ready anrweied, as alfo feveral other 
lately fent us. •

(pROPOSsALS firr Printing a Boel(, Entiluled, The Y(M< 
* Students Library, centtining ExtraSs and sAhtid^rmtii 

all tfic tnoli Scarce and Valuable BOOKy that have been Pnied 
ei:ber in England or in the Fornign fownnis from the^ittis-o 
ihtt firfent ume. fo which -miU be add’d ( andgtvtn into dlS<h-

of a M in, with Eyes, Nofe, Mouth an f Ears, without any 
H air; Upon the Head was a. Crown joy'ned to the Head j 
it ha.i no Atmtbut kttobs, like the jvynted Babieif it had 
two bfiafts like aH'iman, and tbemark̂  ̂of Ribbs. About 
half an inch b-.iow the Breajts it parted, and made a ftruk  
down the Tati, all which waa lû e polijhed Gold j  ( and i f  
you had feen it your felves, you could hardly have dijeernedit 
from poUfh'd GolZ\ ) then it had a Tail about m  
inch long, [oft, and white, a^d at the end thereof, was a

berncxr. PROPOSALS are to be had ot febn Ouhiok attbetu 
veH in the Poxitrey j and of merft Booksellers in London a^ in d> 
Countrey.

a n b e r t i f e m t n t .

05* ’^ H e r e  is now publifh’d ,  at Stationtrs-HilUld^
thin r h i d i r ' h  j - j  rd a L j  L "  ( Mt. P  A R K E R V  .i</»w»4cK withM^”’',

^   ̂ " ’"'n Obfervations for the Year 1^51. Wherein theP>
nets Pieces are Calculated ( i ,  L v o )  tfem the urd* 

^  ‘  T f  /  “f  "  f '  T .W es; a complex TM c ./  H™/« ,  the Suns true »■
clination for every Day in 4 e Year, for the ule of all

«hr< t  u ou, cf t k  I  g iv , , ,  a  a , a  Table o f the EquMcn of »
.reman rn Ce""” . M  k'Uoi it, fliewing how much.a trite going Clocit or Watch
and w/»n »  dyed, «  cian^ed 4/arfc aime/f th ^ b o U  Tom  to be fader or flower thih a%ruc Sun-Dial. Alfa' 
came te/«H, 4w «eneeen/d <el/*ha. Corredi Table o f Kder, fliewing the true times o f f#
Hmar, and boooucamthofj, a j,d „h „b c  , f  it bui 4*en water at Undm-Bridgo both wlrning and Afeerttoo,!’ 
put into water, twoud have trued? txrhaL r .  . , f .  . . . v;tnWith feveral • ocher Varieties o f fingulft-Ufe. Thclilf* 

never pubhfhed before.

L O N D O N ,  Primed for ^UntOH »t the Rivin  in the Pou/tre;. i 6p ;
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