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The Athenian Mercury:

€rUCniat>

iyehivtrectivd[everil Rebul”sfim fms ftoiC'*Gentlemen,
Ih wtiuejlvery cld, ar  tfr. uretbey are very lll-na-
TurdTon lhe /ccount of this P°or Love-paper,
it itemstheft grave Dons are very any f.
ai Is forfooth, for troubling them and the _ _
iuch frivolous matters, or caking any nmet of the Imperti-
nencies of Women, ao they are pleas d
Ure of rebom ree have formerly dtfeoursd,
Itt therefi of'em alone to mind their Sore-legs and bpec-
tacles, andtlAnkitaverj Natural, asjcell
mtmptinus, by thispaper to pleafe r/;e Young and Fair,
ini'reridr the Ladies at leali propitious to that, tj n«
toils Authors, being very well fatisfiidthat our Enemies
adtheirs are the lame ; for which reafon we b™e we
trsy br way ofPrologue befpeak thetr conimud Favour,
and Patronage, as rre have hitherto found it. And that
we myn'i jeem altogether unworthy on't, we protejt tn
thtir defence, as veellasour own, that we haverecetv d
(hefHons of as great weight and concern from tneir
Sex, as from any of ours j nay fome which we mult
tciniwledge have carryed fo much difficulty in em, that we
hive been bard put to't to anfrver 'em even to our own ja-
tisfiNiony and wifb we may be able to do it fo as to pleaje
nhers. Amongfrveral of this Nature, we bad fometme
jneefentus tbtje thatfollow, with a Letter to thispurpoje.

Queft. | \ Ladv not Uartted, but having Children,
/A and being defmm her felfto enter 'em ear-
I \ I y intothe k”™wledge of things, defires
the Athenian Society to anfwer thejefollowing Reties
in her nfolution therein ?
. What Heads ofthings is it befi to enter Children in,
V\lnenw begin to Learnf
at particular Branches or Members under thofefeveral
huds.

3. Which is the befiwsytj referring what
in their obfervation or reading to thofe Heads which they have
been before hQriOed in? A |

Anjw. We anfwer, firft in general, if the Lady has
many Children, or a large Family, IHell nn* L)o-
nieftick Affairs will employ too much of her time to
give her Liberty either to inftruil: her Children her
felf, orfit her felf for it both of which is the work of
a Tutor who muft mind nothing elfc'—Not but chat
a Mother, if a prudent well temper'd and Ingenious
Woman, had lhe no other bufinefs, and were lhe o-
therwife capable of it; might, we believe, do much
more on her own Children than any ocher, as Ming
better acquainted with their Tempers and Difpoutions,
and having nothing of that Magiflerial fowrne»s which
IKcks foclofe to moftP*dagogues,and frights morcLearn-
ing out of Children than e’re they can whip into em :
And after all, are apt to confinetheir care toww?* on-
ly, letting "M\B?r alone for others: whence w« may oly
ferve, without any refleltionon thofe of em whodone
deferve that charadfer, that they are generally of a tri-
fling Genius, and unfound Judgments. After tms we
come to the particular refolution of the feveral Queiti-
ons.

To the fira, What Heads of things tlsflctell to enter
Children in, when they firft begin to Learn-——
fuppofe 'em of~utlity, and anfwer accordingly) That
they ought in the firit place, asall Chriftians acknow-
ledge, to be inftrudled in Divinity; but neither this,
nor any that follow, to take up their whole Time,
which wou’d foon tire and make 'em naufeate it5 but to
have diverfity of Studies, n«w one, and then another,
th6 in none to overload 'em. And therein to be lure
at the very firft, as foon as they can underftand any
thing, to make 'em have juft thoughts ot God, whom
they ftoa’'d be accordingly taught to believe the moft
Good, moft amiable Being, the Father of all things,
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who loves them better than their Natural Parents, and
who gives 'em all they have or are to hope for, and
who fees all their adHons, and if good will c”™tainljr
reward’em, as well as punilb 'em, if evil. Poirefs enl
well with thisat firft, and if you can but be lo happy
to make’em Love God, 'twill be a firm Foundation for
all the reft, fince that Ingenuous principle will make
‘em do all they poflibly can, which they are told will
pleafe him, and delight in doing it 3 they ought indeed
to know he's juft too, and will punilh thofe who do
evil: But this ought not to be all, nor we think, be
principally taught 'em, becaufe it only renders em fla-
vilhly fearful, and lays a foundation tor SupCTftition,
whence they eafily run into Irreligion, the Extreums
being nearer each other inevery thing than the middles
are, how graat a Riddle loever that may feem to 1.
After this, all the Principles of our Religion are to be
taught 'em, but all fweetlj and mildly, as if their happi-
nefs was really defign’d therein.  And after they have
learnt the very firft neceflary things to be known, their
Vow in Baptf™is to be carefully caught “em, and the
nature of tneir obligation therein. But \fe find we are
iiifenfibly tall'n from the firft C”eftion to the lecond,
and from General Heads of things to particular Brash-
es. How'ever, that method being moftnacural, welhall
ftill continue it in what remains : Nor will any lure
fault us for placing Divinity firft in our Education of
Youth, or infifting Ib largely on it j becaufe, as has been
faid, tho really the Foundation of all the reft, its too
commonly negleiied, tho' a thing the moft bec”iiK
a Gentleman of any in the World, asChiluren Ihoud
be carefully inftruaed. Thence 'cwou'dbe convenient
to enter’em in Eihciks, or the Study of Morality, or
Manners, ftill Ihowing 'em how that, aswell as all the
reft, depends on Divinity. We pretend not to lay
down Syftems in this, or any of the other, but mall
only touch at fome ot the chief Heads; and the hrlt thing
they ought to be taught here,is to Honour theirParents,~iC
is,to fear and love 'em,as being in the F/ace ofGorfjwhtch
unlefs they do, you'll hardly eVe make 'em good Scholars.
The next, to love their Prince, who is thetr Political Pa-
rent, and their CoHBtrey, as a larger fami/r, and more re-
mote Brethren, at the fame time inculcating that great prin-
ciple of Morality, Doing toethers as they'd be done to. Next
to thiswe think very convenient, which we have
had experience that Children will™*oon learn j and which
is avery genteel Study ~ we mean not out ot Guillem, or
other Voluminous Treatifes, which they 11 have time e-
ouah to confuk afterwards ; but by thofe very uletui com-
pendious Tables publiftied for that purpole, where they 11
learn what moft concerns 'em, the Names and Arms ot
moft ofthe Families: And at the fame time they
are to be taught, that thefe are the Tokens and Rewards
of Valour and Virtue, and were given by Prints to the
Anceftors ofthofe Families for defending their (“unrrey,
or fomeNobleexploit. Accordingly they are to be earnt
early to defpife Pfarfe/« agood Caufe,ind well letrled m
the Notion of true Honour: Both which they’ll learn
from goodHiftory, when they cometo read it, which
we look upon to be too voluminous a Study for their
Mothers to inftrudl’em in 5 only they fliou'd be careful
to let 'em begin with fuch Hiftorians.as give.fair Cha-
radiers of Virtueand Honour, Flutarchs Lives,
(aslately tranflated ) and this we think even before our
own Hiftories, concerning which we intend a
particular Difeourfe, having fome ~ejiions from another
hand, relatingto it, and which are yet very lame noc-
withftandlng all our Chroniclers. And thefe we think
enough for a Lady to teach her Children : Since as tor
Phyfschs, all that's worth knowing there depends on tx-
periment} and for Mathemadeks, they squire a ri”r
Age and Judgment. As for Dancing, Mupek™ &c. tho
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one necenkry, and a little o’ t'other convenient, yetbe-
caufe they rather relate ro the forming the Body than
Mind, wee’'l only thus mention 'em; and for Poetry.
they’ll e'ne take to that fall enough of themfclves with-
cut teaching, unlels 'tweremore virtuous than eeneral-
ly 'as n n
For the third Queflion; Which is the beft way to re-
ferr what they meet with in their oblervation or Read-
*sng to thole General Heads: We anfwer, there are but
two ways foi £that we know of,either by common placine
or elle by the Rrength of Memory. The nrft tho’ 'tis
more lure, yet is too tedious foi- perfons that are vcrv
young : And befides their Judgments are hardly riw
enough for luch an exercife, but heavy work at belL
~d more ht for a Prf'c* Commentator, than the live-

her Genius of a Gentleman. We tlierefore think it bet-
lev meet «'irh i»Arrk

MWANVK T Vi
of 1-Jj; of mrnan inferiour to the Soul
»f ""jU his Superioritycemimie eternally

, M -, We thitikthe difféesateennchXRéTane here.
that tis between one Mans Soul and another, only acci.
~nul from the different difpohtjon of the Organs and
r<J«fofthe Body, ov elfe from thofe opportunities of
Improvement winch lome perfons have more tlian O-
O' a more induftnous inclination. As for E(fen-
tut dfcnce there can be none, for then they niuft
b« pcifedly diffinif CrearHre/. However, there a fune.
riority may ante from an accidental difference only, as
we fee m Birth, which is only an accident,
makes one Man a W , and many thoulknds elfe his
Subjeds— But then here’sno Superiority inSoiils,nay
very often there are many Sub/efts who excell their
f Jeaj. accomphlhments. Thus in the
SoulsofWomen, we fee not but there are many o f'em
as truly great as .brave, aslearned, and as capable of

m/n . of Men; and in Kadi have
~naged Affairs as well, even when plac’d upon Uronei «

for which reafons we believe there’s no.Ell*r-ia] diffe
rence between theirs and ours-But whkt therein
de”nds only on their Bodies, and fince we believe there
will heno dtfferenceinthem atthe Refttrremon, Indth”t

there will be nothing of Sex, any mlire than in the An’

tother. Love without the neceffarv/conv..mvr ¢ r

Love, and “derateConveniency is far beftej than the
moft plentiful Eftate with little or no Love.

our Soci«y "will fooner lighTu”i, S ‘'a|fe
“ tufted her TAs tfj
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Frenchmm, amongft the Iforh of tk |
‘n 3 leaves of Scandal, a ftranee .
ment tor the expeClatidn of all wife aikl Good m
he accufes himfe’\?*Af\*j
. ‘Charged us with, and fomethine more X ¢
“he Tranflation of Our Supplements in frtm!
which pafs'd the prefs without our
~emg done in hafte, all which are eafUy mended whW p ”
'o this, that if we knew nor
"*an what he wou’d peifwade the World of
half fo much as he hL
* See his Vol.for OcToftrm.yT. 1
% | N N3-and 14. &'c. we Hian't vroc HtXX
uor need we mention the FYnr*.mAnc

every isocly that is not his profelyte; but't

ne * GHurc "PRifdoyn of ths bsSl of Kjrrr *
Bijhops, nay, andabmhjf

,MWcknenof England, bccaiiie they have more M

udouTfZ I 'han a ignorant,
frenchman, who we can prove guilty not onlyrf
fi! .u fhall do it if he refleds™ant
n hkewijle has Scurrilous Regions m rK
~N*'hor of the Univerfal Bibliotbegm
1.2, U X owswhat K'dneythis Oenrleman is?’

fay no tnoreg;
N A u t h 0 r wMl freefliu
himlelt, and fend us the full Charadier~rhu

with the Reafons why
anaffiffant to Meunfseur k Ckrli.hsto our Em
ofBooks, weare Ib far from refleifins yon

a. any others, (for t'wou’d beffranee”if
felves Members of the
S “ ¥~Law eftabliffi'd, ) any further
tend to the”eeS
Jve? n «de How
"o a fair and iufi trm,r«r,
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