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The Athenian Mercury:

Dece/nher 12 .

Queft. I. \ *»iihinthis xteefi 1 wa travelUng be-
tween iMarford™and Bury Sc. Edmonds,
~ jL r war unjoTtunitely jet on by three Men

in DIfguilr, who notfinding their expected Booty, were fo
inceniei as to rifle me of all my Cloaths, and were fending
filehmenjl'ied, had not one good-natur'd, and more cor”affio-
nstt Rogue than the reft toli his Brother”™ in.Ini<”uiry>
(pulling the Evangelifts out of his pocket) That if the
Genilenun woud fwear to fend them 5 Gtlintas lofuch a
hkjr, andpromife upon Oath not to difcover them, ijhou'd
tiifg mj Cloiths, cthtrwife 1 mufl expeH to be ill treated,
ad expefed to the ff'eather : So | fwaltowed their Oath,
willing to be at liberty, and found, ‘promifing all 5 hut be-
foel pay the Money, | have a Mini to h.nowyour Opinion,
Whether the Oath be Obligatory, Vm fatisfied almojl about
it; and ij tloe.publich good by bringing tbefe Road-plagues
tojuflke wou'ei not be jatisfailcry lor the breach thereof:
Give mea Solution by the middle O} this Month, for this Mo-
iuyistobepaidfpcdily? , T
vi«|w.*An Oath is not properly fo, unlefs
and tticwjfnJ « Fear, VaiHon, which are the Caii-
les of ah Oath ought to be repnied of as luch, rather
then the Oath it felf, which by the' by will fhow' the
unfacerity of Death-bed Repentances. But to anfwer the
(Neftion direftly, we are *fatisfied that the Querift
is not only flee from his Oath, it being forc'd from him,
butheisalfo oblig'd to ufesw'hat lawful means he can
to fecure the intended Receiver of the Money, if not the
rdf that are concerned, th6 Honour, Good-nature, &c.
_twy tempt him to the contrary.--——-- Our Reafon

oy N

is this, We are commanded by God to obey the
Magiftrate , but the Magiftrate has eftablilh’'d
1fuch and fuch Laws, which not only contradidf,

but punifli fuch pradfices: Therefore whoever is accef-
fary, (as the Querift isif he k”™eps his Oath ) acts
concradiftinftly to the Litwir of God, andthe Laws ofNa-

tions. Our Advice is this, That the <”erift repentof

the Rithnefs, Ignorance, and Cowardize of fuch an
Oj:h, and that he refolve for.the future to fufferbrave-
h in any juH and honourable Caufe, rather rijan oppofe
Truth and Jufiice for little bafe ends. We cou'd give
leveral other Reafons that his Oath is cancell’'cl, ifthe
Cafe was as doubtful as formerly, but every Cafuift is
now fatisfied. Read Mr. Perkins Cafes of Confcier.ee, ch.
iJ. p.130.

Queft. t. pyhat language was fpdvenby our FirQ Pa-
rents in P-aradije ?

Anfw. Tlic Britijh wou’d perfwade us 'ewas theirs, and
At'lrijh fure will put in too for the Honour, Cnee their
Chronicles, they’'ll tell you, run up almoft as high,
wd they are fure there was a Schoolmafter of their
Elation, who taughc«the Irijh Grammar fn the plain of
ihinir, fo early did they beginto be Learned. But leaft
fome Ibou'd be fo uncivil to queftion their Memoirs
being authentick, wee'll e'ne let 'cm alone to ftand
by themlelves, and impofe nothing on the Reader.
That Wag HuAibras puts in for the (fierman, when he
nientions Mother E,ve, and the Serpents tempting her—

an High-Dutch interpreter 5 which Fancy he founded
*sthe Notes tell us, on a Fancy o( Garopiut B'-canus,
"~ho takes a great deal of painsto prove the High-Ouich,
ydiich was his own, the Primitive Language. But re-
jeding all thefe, as hardly carrying the Face of proba-
bility, we chink the Hebrew™ or Sacred lJjinguage ftatids
Wuch fairer for't than any others ; forall the Names we
find mention’din Hifiory ofthe beginning of cne World
~cte undoubtedly Hetrew.None we think who believe the
~ripturesjcan queftion Chat Ada n was really the Name of

firft Man, and Eve ofthe firft Woman, or that thefe
Names are Hebrew, the word Adam, fignifying much
{nore thanRed or Ruddy, for which we generally take

namely, a-florid whitenefs, and the br~htnefV and
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luftre proper to Pearls and precious Stones j Eve, t
Mothe;", as the Scripture tells us, Iff'a, which Adam firH
call’d his Wife when he law her, Vira, or a She-woman.
But this is alfo very remarkable in the Hebrew Names
of all living Creatures, impos'd by Adam, which ap-
pear not to be given by chance, or defledlI™ from any
other language, asfhe Greeht Latin, and all others, but
to contain therein the Nature of the Creature,
as the Learned and induftrious Bochart admirably
proves in his Hieroioicon, where he fhows that their
Names were i>artly taken from fomething obvious to the
Senfes, astheirColour,their Hair, their Stature, and ex-
ternal forms partly from their inward propertiesand difr
pofitions, which he cou’d neither know by ufe, nor the
Information of others, but by that Original Wifdom
w'herewith he was created, (by the Socinians leave,) and
a great part whereofhe loft by the Fall j for which rea-
fon thele Names are the moft rudsle "lonumnts of ArctiquU
ty we have left in the World, Thus to inftance in a
few]j the Camel, a Creature which keeps its Name al-
moft in all Languages, and which Varro himfelf grants
to be taken from the Syriacii language. 'Tis derived
from the Hebrew word Gamal, which fignifics to retribute,
or retay, either or evil, for both ofwhich the Camel
is ftill noted as tne moft tenacious of any animal. Th4
Hebrew name ofthe Horfe is derived from a root, which
figiiifies to rule, toguide, to moderate, and 'tis notorious
this Creature is the moft docile, and moft eafily ruled,
confidering its vaft ftrength,ofany other.

The Afs is derived from a word which fignifies Red,
of which colour they generally are in the Eaft, a White

Afs being it feeras a Rarity j the Judges and Great per-

fons ufually for ftate riding upon ~m, as we fee in the
Song ofDeborah: another name of the Afs is taken from
hisjtrengtb, which is undeniably more than any other
Creatures of the fame blilk. The Bull or Oxe de-
rives its Name from a word that fignifies firmnefs,
or ftability.-, 'tis in the Hebrew Sor, for which the Chal-
dees read 7t-or, the Arabians Thaw, whence undoubtedly
the Greek and Latin, nv~c, and Taurus. The Goat
from a word that denotes rougbnefs, —
Swine from another , alluding to the fmallnefs of
hisEps; the Dog Celeb'(vom the Heb. Club, and the
Arabian Calub, which lignifie a pair of Tongsor Pin-
cers, from thefirmnefs of his Teeth and holdfaSi, fo re-
markable that a true Maftiffe will let his Legs be cut off,
as has been try’d, before hee'l quit hfs hold— To in-
ftance in no more, tho’ 'twere eafie from the forementio-
ned Author to run through all forts of Creatures, and
alter the fame way prove their Originals. And we
make no doubt but the fame thing rfught be done by
moft words as well as the Names of thefe Creatures; we
mean,thatall or moft other Languages,at leaft in our part
of the World, arederiv'd from thence, as Avenarius has
endeavour’d to make good throughout his whole lexi-
con, and that in many, and we think moft words, with
at leaft as little or lefs violence than our common Ecy-
mologifts ufe in works of that Nature, when they'd
fetch the original oftheir words nearer hand. And tho’
it may be true, that Learned Men may fometimesftretch
things frrtber than they’ll go, by indulging too much
to thejr Fancies, efpecially in thefe Eiymologies; yet
we think theforecited Great Man (we mean Bochart’)
has prov'd the Punic in”Phanician languageto be all one,
and both a Dialedf of the Hebrew, and moft of the
Names of Countiies, Ilhnds, Promontories, and remar-
kable places in Europe, as well as further, from thenf
to have taken their Originals; as among the reft our own
Ifland, the Elymology ofwhich from Baraianaf®, anfwe-
rable to the Coefeiterides of the Greeks, no Learned
Man is now ignorarft of. However, thus much \re are
certain of/ that all or moft other Languages are vifibly



itrh'd-, at leaft as has been faid, thofe about usj but
as to the Uebrew, it centers in it felt, and we can track
it no lurther> for uhich realbn as well as thole before
u:encioned, we conclude it the Primitive and
fpoken by Aitm in Paradice, as to be lure i muil be if
he nam’'d all Creatufcs there with Hebrew Humes.

Quelh 3. How camethe two Vijciplcs toh/iow Mofes and
L~.-finthe Mouats n

~nftv. Its certain they did foj by St. Piters calling’em
Ib readily by cheir®Natnes, as we rind in the Hillory,
MaiUn, Lc u< mal(e here three Tab”rnicles, ore for ihee™ ore
for . .fy/e/, av.l one jor FAiisj and how' thev came to know
'em we think not diriiculc to be Iblv’d/there being fe-
veral ways to do it. They might have feen their Pi-

my hand between mv Eyes ahd it, by whith ‘tis eclips'd ta
me, thonot fo init felf; nor Indeed is it any moie rcaltv
mic feUeclips’d whentheMoon gets between that and the
Earth,which might more properly be call’'d an Eclipfe of
the Earth than theSun,fince 'cis theEarth only woants light
but the Sun has it as plentifully asever. But fofpeak with
the vulgar,and take the word Eclipfe in the common Sence
wherein Aftronomers ufe it, we fay further in anfwer
to the Queftion, that if there never was a total Eclipfe

the Sun, there has bin however a mm/ © f it for
? hours together, from the 6th. tothep;”, longer by an
hour chan a Natural Eclipfe cou’d continue, whichan
be buttwo hours at ftirtheft, at the time of ourfawMa,,
Pajfm. . Befides, this cou'd not be a properora natural

ctures, and thence know 'em : We know 'twill be obje- -fclipfe, becaufe that can only be in cheNtjr-www, but

cted, that dieJews forbad the making of anylmagesat all,
as Phihuud others cell us, taking the fecondCommand in
atoo ftriCl Sence at lall,when they fmarted for the breach
on’'c. Buteven this Teemsto admit exceptions j fome Jews
were not levere, nay, we read in their Hiftory ot an Image
( more than a Picture) which Michal put in the Bed in
the room of D”td. But liippofing they themfelves'
made no Images, their Neighbours round 'em might,
( with whom they traded in fuch things as the Law for-
bid. a*Swines-fleft) namely, the P/;aaic«nj and others,
who knew the Hiftory x>fMofes, as appears from their
Sancbnnijthon, and highly honour’d him for his Memo-

That's oneway, another might be from the Kingly
Robe in wluch Mofes might appear, at leaft the Glory
on his Face, which to be fure was not lellen’d by his be-
ing in Huven i and for Elias, 'tis probable ftrice he muft
appear in fouiedrefs, (for we don't think they were na-
kedJ that moft likely it filould be in that wherein he is
defcrilwd when living i \ikt ~ohn Bapiijl, A hairy Man,
cr drefs'din a Garment pf Camels-Hair, andgirt with a Lea-
them girdle: With which marks its probable, they the
rather appear'd, that the Difciples might know ’em,
and be Witnefles of the Reverence which undoubtedly
they paid to our Saviour. Agen, our SavidUr might
himfelftell 'em who they were, who as all own, did and
laid many things not recorded in Scriptures, and fome
things which happened at the Transfiguration being o-
mitted in fome Evangelifts, why might not others in
all? Laftly, They might know by their Difcourfe who
they \yere; for 'ds lajd in one Evangelift, They tallied
with him, and in another more largely, they tall(d of his
Deceafe, Q 1] which he was to accomplijh at "eru-
falem. All thele ways we efteem probable, but the fe-
cond and thelaft the moft Ib of any others.

Queft. 4. aether Meihufalal; was the longefi liver, cr
not x*

Anfw. He was the longefi Liver, as We learn from the
Scripture, tho’ he was not properly the Oldefi man, be-
cauie Adam being created at perfeCt Age, which then
rouft amount to near i'my, or in the fame State of Bo-
dy uhich he wou’'d have been in had he bin born aso-

which he liv'd, and it makes 970, which at that rate
xRN g Amore chan Methujalah, who dyed at 969.

(~eft. y. Is not the Sun aMafs of liqguid Gold, cupella-
ted by the Influence of thefix'd Stars ?

Anfw. This is fuch a pleafant Queftion, that we be-
lieve the Gentleman «cou'd hardly be angry if we Ihou'd
omit to anfwer it. However, we’ll beftow one argu-
ment upon t, which will prove the contrary ; |ftheSun
be aipellared by the fix'd Stars, then they muft be' all
10 by one another j for 'tis agreed on all hands, that
they are all Suns,6ut we luppofe he won't affirm the one,
therefore the other muft fall to the ground.

Queft. 6. HTietber ever the Sun has been totally eclips'd,
tfJO, what was the Caufe, and when ?

If it has never been totally eclips'd, yet'tispof-
fible It may \x lo: fortho the Moon, 'tis grantei™ is
far lels than the Sun, being 41 times left than the Earth,

f-r ] we fay,
cYo tis fo much lefs, 'tis yet nearer to us, and.there-
IOre Its apparent Difgiie may equal that ofthe Sun,
andcover 1t dll from«ur fight, when the Moon is, as the
Aftronomers call it, in her Perigee, or neareft approach

Thus to give a plain inftance, | can E-
cliple the Sun my felf, or cover the Body ofit by putting

C

this when the Moon was about 14 days old, and Ibat
Full, as it was to be when the Paflbver was celebrated
However we can't fubferibe to the Opiniou of fore
Learned njenjwho leflen cheMiracle,andwou’d confine it to
“udea only,which its true is fometimes meant by the word
yn , which we tranflate Land, tli6 none denies that may
aswell exprefs the whole World 3 efpecially fincewe
have the lame confirm’d by profane ‘Hiftory, as

tells us, one Phlegon the Emperors Freeman an Hiftorian,
who liv'd at that time, giving an account of‘emin fuch
a manner. Its true, fome hereurge agen, that thiTewere
not the fame, that which mentions happening ia
theySi year Urb. Cowrf.andour Saviours Death being not
till 784 --But ~ to this, a miftake of i or 3 years might
be eafie either in Phlegon, or his Tranferibers, or evert
our accounts of the Death of Chrift -then as to the man-
ner ou’e, we agen diflent from moft others, aiift believe
"twas not fuch a darknefs as overfpread Egypt, which pro-
bably arofe from Vapours out of the Earth, but rather
by fome of thofe folar fpots mentioned above, which have
fometimes appear’'d fo thick, as in Charlemain's time, &
to make the Stars vifible at Noon-day, and de
fign'd, tho natural, as Comets, for tokens of Gods dif-
plealure.’

., 07 'All Gentlemen -mho expett the heneflt of our Prooo/ilT for *hr
Young Snjdcnts Library, aredefired tofend in ibeir M mij with til
/A Duaton at the Raven in the Paiiltrey sfor we WKl
njreadigtta great number of Sub/cribm,fun only in England hMfr«"

. ._ vhjsb_fuch
care roiU” ta ~ both at togood paper)andat U tiZ:u7aZoT & .

fiatms, &c.xhat we doubtnot but to give general fatisftmonto allSui-
fenbers: Foryourfurther information, read she Preface toour vi-
supplement, the PolHcript«  L.tfl Mercury,wLb wot

aCotrfanet

He Preface, Index and 12 Numbers that compleat the
T firflii numbers of our ~ih Volume,win be puhlijhid
topiher next Monday murningat tid . price, thatlo all thofe
Gentlemen that toof{ in the jingleJheett fiom time totime,might
have their 4th. Volume entire for is.6d. and aljo that
thofe Coffee-boujes that did the lihe,might have the laid Volume
Hifchtup by themjor the conjiant entertainment o/ti-e/r Cuflo-
mers,finglejheets being apt to be loji except pajted in a Boo{.
Inthefe 11 Numbers are anfwefdmany of  Ingenious Que-
ftions lately feat us. Printed for John Dunton at the Raven
tn the Pouirrey, where alfo H to be kid the Supplement to
this 4tb Volume.

F any Gentleman or Ladies are defiroueto Learn to (psik
Latin or French truly and properly,according to Grammar

Rules,andto explain any Autbor,Mr.Switsrday (recommenitd
to ourprefent Ryng) bos invented a veryfloori and eafie method,
by which they may learn thefaid Language (ifthey can butfpare
zor” hoursin a Week to bewith him) in one Tear. Thofi vho
have learned formerly may recover itin 3 or Months.He offef
eth tobe bound to every onefor the performance thereof.He Teach-
et/?Mondays, W neldays and Frydays,./n High-Holboin,
WM little Turn-ftiie, next i« % Faulcon 3 ~n”Tuel'days,

Thurfdays and Saturdays in Clements-lane, near Cannon-
ftreet, at the Sngar-loaf: IVhereyou may have Grammati-

cal, andLatine, and French Hifioricat Cards, by which he

Taught Children 0)8 or 9 Tears of Age to fpeah, Latine and
French fluently in a very Jhort time.  Three or four Touths nay

lodge withhim ; He teachab aljobigh and low Dutch,andhi-,
lian,in a veryJhort time.
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