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The Athenian Mercury.*

December 22.

NiSte mch obl{i,'d to the Author (f thefe ~eftions for the
g<”Opinioni&ew puUn'-~tomerrainofut. But”~e de-
p t bis pardon, in thdf ihe”'tai numbersPist lyepion our
birJs have hitherto prevented our aniwa to'em.  fis our
uj:'neni, that hts panitular jatisfaPfion is jo juhkrvient
ntbepublkh.y that h neither ought to be deUyed any lorg-
tr. meneofhis”ejiicns mined, as being all oj era not
iuttU Curious and ujejul.

T' Hsther the force and Virtues ofthe old
; \r-ixn Talismans, and their oih
W M'.igual ofcrziiorj w.re trueand ie
uuij Imsginary, or jUufon.
dn]9. In treating upon this Subjed, wt* fhali conli-
o itin this Method. The word, it Ilf, thc manner
bow 'tis made, what Effedls ( according to the AncT
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1\WB)it hath produced j andlaftly, Whatour Judgment

isyoni the whole..
Tre word Talisman is Arabick, and comes very
reer the Hebrew .word T\eiem, which lignihes Image,
Charaelir ; fo far as we can learn, Zoroajier
wist.heiirft Inventer ofit. Some Authors tell us that
theannner of making it is thus: When fuch and l'uch
Cormpilations, Alpedls, GTc. of Stars happen, which ac-
cording to Obfervation had fuch and iuch influences,
theAttifl engrav'd his Talisman, or Figure in the Na-
tureof an Hicroglyphick, fignifying fuch or fuch Mi-
sery, Upon fome Mottal, precious Stones, Rings, or
Medddls, which they beUev'd wou'd receive and keep
die Critical Influences of their defign'd Al'pedls. Some
were towork Cures, fome to incite fuch and fuch paf-
forre to keep away rain, hail, venomous Bcafts j
jnfliort, all fort of Evils: and others were to procure
fuch and fuch good things, according to the'Nature of
we Afpea under which they were engrav'd. — But En-
pving wou'd be too long an A(£fio:i, and woii'd not
« firflit “fore its proper afpefi was over, and ano-
1 begun; therefore we are rather of the Opinion of
wofe Authors who inform us, that thff Mettal was
Mdymelted, and at the Critical Moment call into a
“oli where it receiv'd the Impreflion deiign'd by its
~thr>r, under its refpeftive Conftellation. It wou'd
« foolongto tell theWorld that many things have really
«eneffeited by, (or at leafl underthe ihesv o f) aTa-
Ipaaicai Vertue, amongfl the Egyptians, bslldes in O-
"otrHiftories there are many Inftances, Virgils's Bra-
jen Fly and Golden Horfeleech, with which he hin-
pd Flitsfrom eniringinto Naples, and kill'd all eh«
leleechesin a ditch. The Figure of a Stork placed
N MMoniiu at Coijiantmplc,io drive all the Storks out
" *patCounTey, asalio that of a Gnat, which cleard
1"Wie of thofe little troublefome' Infedfs : Thus
read that the people of Hampts in Arabia, and
of rr/ps/i in S)riir, preferv'’d themlelves from ve-
""Aus Beafts by the Tallisman of a Scorpion, placed
Pouone ot their Towers. Paraceljus mentions one a-
the Peliilence, Julius Kijtonm a Prato had one
againft the Gout, with innumerable more
i“biflancesj which not only (how that there has
fe&h ~ things as Talismans, but that really fuch ef-
a a? was fuppos'd, by vertue oftheir
We (ihall alio give the reafons why
j, "«nts believ'd fuch vercues irt 'em, vi”. becaufe
believ'd the Stars had fuch and fuch liifiueii-
Sminfu be communicated by Sympathy, asoar
crti I POWdmr, wound Halve, tyt, now, andac-
-t o the Obfervdtioiis farimeiily hadde upon tiie
tC  which havin§ Veins init like a Serpent, cures

of § Ser{»nt plication, the Squill

£yjY."(bich relemble a Head, cure the Headach,
Uaerni which it refembles, and in-
dole more fuch unaccountable things in Nature.
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Our Opinion is, that really fuch Cures and other Mira-
cles have been wrought, but 'twas only by the help of
the Devil, not of Talismans j and in this the Devil
imitates God, who was pleas’d to make ufe of a brazen
Serpe:;tto cure the ljralites. Thus a Ally Juglcr, Blow
here, prejio be gone, &c. which was only mock and pre-
tence, when Ibmething elfe was the caufe of Convey-
ance. Under cliis may be reckoned Charms forTooth-

ach. Agues, as alfo unlawful and wicked tryals a-
b Witches, and a hundred Obfervations, which
weak r:d ignorant people are auilev of. But to

prove ialiismans, Charms, (W to
and iliuiion, wc llrall offer,

. That evejy thing afts by itsfirft or fecond Qiialities,
or by its fubffaiice, whence proceed all properties and
Syujpdthies 5 not by their Qualities, as heat, cold,
haranefs, foftnels, &<:.. fince then it might do it in o-
cherlliapci: Not in their Subftance, tor feveral ibrts
of matter willlerve to makea Tallisman. To which we
might add,, chat’tis not the Figure neither, whichis
no more proper to receive the influences of fuch an af-
pe”, than the Skin of the Animal it lelf fluftM with
Itraw j thofe things which Cure by occult and unknown
qualities, do not do it by vertue of their Figure, but
by the property of their Subftance, which remainswhen
they are 'delpoil’d of their figure, and turn’'d into pow-
der. In fliort, The whole is a wicked, fuperflitious,
ridiculous Juggle, and the Devil has had too many fair
Opportunities offuch things for his Interefl.

Queft. 2. fVhat ff'ind in our Body is, whence it pro-
ceeds, and what are the true remedies for it

Anfw”™ The Moderns have experimentally explaki'd
the Notion of the Ancients, that all parts of our
~dies areperfpirable, and tha™ fleams are always reak-
ing inour Bodies, is demonffrable upon cutting up any
Animal 5 theie fteams are humidities rti.ifi’'d, and inof-
fciifively pervade all parts3 but it fleams are multi-
ply’d trom jiiignanc humidities beyond the natural de-
gree, aad Oiitendche parts beyond what is 'dual, then
'tis call'd that offcijlii e Wind which the Qiieftion lup-
lJofes. ~As this encreafe of Vapours is extraordinary,
Ib ought a tranlpiration to be to keep the Body in its
due State, to remedy which, Baths, Fomentations, and
WiWAti  Vehicles impregnate with Spirituous Liquors,
Cliflers, esTc. are extraordinary helps; but what agrees
moft with Nature, and is a very eafie Method to keep
the pores open, is a moderate warmth in food. Appa-
rel, Sleeping, «rc.

Queii. 3. IVhich is the beji Text extant of the Old Tefia-
ntent, the vulgar, Hebrew, or the Septuagint ?

Anjw. A full and fatisfaifory anfwef to this is to be
had in Dr. Lighijoot's and Bifliop Ujhers Works, which
make up part of our Toung StudentsLibrary, which will
fhortly be put* to the Preis.

Queft. 4. If'Deiher there be an) Specific®, cure for the bi-
ting of a Viper, orofa mad Dog, and what P

Anjw. A Specific®, is that which is determin’d to fome
one thing, and hath above it the Generic®, and below
it the Individual. We conceive that as there are dif-
dafes of all Fonus, Peftilential, venomous, fttc. So
there are Remedies coo, and Experience fliews that Re-
medies don't always depend upon firft ~alicies: Rhu-
barb purges, Mugwon isgood for the Mother, and Be-
'"ir IS a Cordiah But this comes hot from heat and
orynefs in fuch a degree, for then every thing that hath
the fame temparament lbou'd be likewife purgaciv#*
hyftcrical and Cordial, which is not true. There is
a certain Speciflek Remedy not mention'd in any ofour
Direftories, which upon feveral applications, to our
own knowledge, never yet 4uifsd; it may be prepar'd
for any perfon, if notice be given to our Booklellcr,™
which is our Anfwer,— — The common Method (and

which

all abufe, cheat



which is often elfcaual) Is apiece of-a mad Dogs i -

ver, and Ducking in the Sea. n
f. How tbe Blood circulatesin am y vshoje Uggt
are CM <jff? re

An\w." This Queftion about the Clrculatlon ot the
Blood isalready anfwer'd incur former Volumes.

Queft. 6. | fby no venomous Creaturevill live in Ireland,
Gwin(ey,andfemefmaller Jpnds ?

Anh. Bogs, which are many there, fend up wcnun-
ftuous Exhalations, as may in a great meafure aftett
the Air, and render it deftruaive to venomous Crea-
tures, butthat there are are fome few there, we are ex.
perimentally fure of.

Neft. 7. Whether there have been Satyrs, Centaurs, or
ether difceurBng Creatures produced between the race of Men
and Brutes, or thofe Stories fo frequent in Greek and Roman
miters, and in Records of feme Horthern Ki”gs, wholly
fabulous and impolfthle

Anfw. We believe there are a great many falfe things
impos'd upon the World, bur 'tis a weak Conclufion
to inferr from thence, that all muft be falfe that we
hear. Ifthe Authors of this Age ftiou d record the
late Calfwith its Top-knot, they woud uke it unkindly
(ifthey cou'd be fenftble ot it when dead) to have their
Relations calfd in Queftion halfa doien Aces hence,
efpecially if they fhou'd defceiid to Circumftances, as
to fay it was calv’d in fuch a place, carryd to the
Tower, and expos’d to many rhoulands for gain. We
believe there have beenCeiitauis, Satyrs, (p'c. we will
give you our reafbns, and leave year own Fairh at libwty.
We find that PUto in Convivio Sapitniium relates, That
a Shepherd preientedto Feriandert Foal born ota Mare,
that had the Neck, Head and Hand; of a Man,the reft like
a Horfe, yet the Voice ot a Child. Pw/ex affirmd it
ominous, and pref.'gd Divilioos, but Thales affirmd
‘ewas Natural, and laid Ho'lekeepers ought to be mar-
ried. Plutarch in Sylla'i L;te mentions a Satyr, witfi
the Circumftances oftaking it, and letting it go again,
too long to relate here. We read ot one that was
Ilhown in Alexandria, under the times of ConliamirK.
Paufanias makes mention of 'emm an Ifland where he
was driven by a Storm We coud tell you more
out of Pliny, it his Authority woud pafs, as well as
many other Authors, which our narrow limits wont

AMQiieft 8. mether ~atan hf  Ifland orno? andwbe-
thiibe Lands onthe South-fide of tbe MegaUan Streighis be

fo or no,and of what extent P ) 1 e j
Anfw. We (hall examine the beft Authorltles and

then return our anlwer. I, ]

Oueft 9 What is the fair interpretation ofthefecond and
Atl’\verfeofthe 6tb. Chapter ofGenefis, concerningtheSons
tfGod and the Vaughsrs of Men, and tbe Generaiipns from

Tht Sons of God were fuch as profefs'd thi
true Religion, and had dependance upon Fan,i-
r and the CUns ofit; the Sons o{ Men we take to
be the Otf-spring of wicked Cara, and Profeffois of
falfe Religion, who lectled m the Land ofNed.

Oueft lo. At what time the Creed commonly called the
'‘Apples Creed wasjirft compiled and publijhed, by whom, in
what blace and time ? "

Aniw. This will alfo be anf'werd m mc Tmng Stu-
ierri Library, where there will be a C~Uebtion often
Forms ot Creeds, which we find mentiond m the firft
? hundred years after our Saviour.

Oueft Il What is your Opinion concerning tbe motion
ofMEirth ‘orthe Sun: | deftre neither Reafons nor Amho-
Tiiies.oM upon the whole your ownOpinion upontbts matter?

Anfw. We difagree in our Opmions about it, the
Ptolomaick Syftcm is very falfe in fome things, and
the Cartejian is not demonftration, as all T>es Carte®
profelytes confefs themielvesi there are very plaufible
Arguments on bothfides, and plaufibUity is the utmolt

either party can pictend to.

Oueft. li. Whether the Athenian Mercury be written by
on”~n ifM whether ofany profeffm, and of what Age,
iibrmore, howmany, andofwhatprofejfions ?

Anfw There are feveral, but their Names, Ages,
Qiialities, are Anonimous, and defire to remaiQ

Jo .v DON, Printed for ioftn JEOWtOn at the

Queft. ij. Whether the Ancients
pafs ? and who firfi invented it ?

Anfw. Undoubtedly they did not know it asweco
now; that is, they had not the knowledge of the Mn.
net, and its admirable ufe and Virtues. There's fow
thing, ’cis true, quoted out of Plautus which loofaa
little pretty, but has nothing folid in't, and whicha
brought as a proof, that fome fuch thing was lthoua
to the Ancients —'Tis that paflage.of his. Cape nutxe.
foriam; but there are things enough in aShiptowhieb
the word Verforia may belotig, and yet theNcedleind
Compafsnot be intended. That they had not the uc
theretfftill two or three Centuries laft paft, we inaa
the Europeans', fince for the Chinejes 'tis at leaft v«f
probable, they had it long enough before us, as wiil
as Guns and Printing, feems certainly prov'd bv tli«
not daring to adventure fo much as out'of .fight i
Land, only coafting about from one fliore to another;
nay fo afraid were they then of long Voyages, tk
Laws were made onpurpofeto prohibit failing evenp.
on the Mediteraneari during Winter, pafliag the whab
breadth of which is no more to one of our
Weji IndiaVoyigis, than crofting the water-  Thisgrea:
Difeovery was referved for after Ages, as weOif
thofe to be made thereby, and which in all prebabilify
wou'd never h.ave been found without it, namely At
rica, and the remote pare of the World. And itsrt-
markable, that as an ltalian firft dilcover'd that aw
World, Columbus, thfi FUrentine, fo another/;j/wn,F/ri
of Amalphi, had fome time before found out theVf
to get thither by the Invention of the Magnet, add*
life thereof, which he difeover’d Ar.no Domn. 1461. i
'twas the beft part of an hundred years after hifeti

'twas known, or at leaft made ufe of here infn
land.

the MarjatrsCow

N '"TH e FirSi, Second 3'd and ~h. Veht-nes ofthe Ai®
A an Mercury, ( rdblving all ti:e moft Niceud
Curious -Queftions propos’'d by the Ingenious of
ther Sex ) and the Supplenuntt to V;n 5 ( cominiag
Extradh of the moft confderable Bi0‘s newly Rintd
in England, and in the Forreign Jou r.ils ) Printed w
John Ditnton at tlie Raven in the Pc' 'trey. V/hereat
alfo to be had rlie Prepce, Index and 12 Mumbenf/,
firft 18 Humbers of the 41/;. Polm(iB
which 12 Numbers are refolved many of the.~«”
lately fent us) orfingleones to this time.

@ “ The Propofals for the Tcung Students Library, ae
to be had at the Raven in the Poutlrey.

Jatfenath

There is newly publifiied a Trestift
entituled, Fall not out by tbe -way; O*
Pcrfwallon to a Friendly Correfponde!®
between the Confofmijis and Non-confcatrtP'
In a Funeral Difeourfe on Gen. 45. ZC
cafioned by the Defire of Mr. jruhony
well, in his laft Will. By Timothy
M. A. Sold by John Damon at the
in the Foultrey, Price bound i s.

0N In flnv-yard, the third Door in Crayi-Innamt, ~
Dr. Thomts Kjrleut, a Collegiate Phyllcian, ad
fician in Ordinary to King Charles the Second, until
who with a Drink and Pill (hindrin™ no Bulineli)
to Cure any Ulcers, Sores, Swellings inthe Nole p«’ N
parts : Scabs, Itch, Scurfs, Lcprofies arEeWm Dilcate. jj«
nothlng until the Cure be finiflied; Ot lalt he hath enrw _
hundreds in this City, many of themalter Hiixing, whidi on™ »
evil from the Lower Parts to the Head, and lo "teftroys
Brink is 3r. the Quart, thePill 1 t. a Box,
ter Purser than which was never given, for they
all Impurities, wliich are the caules ol Dropfies,
Stone or Gravel Parmsinthe Head,
Drink at | 1. aQuart, Hecuresall 2««« “N*2
without Bleedlng, except mfew Bodies. He gives tvs
all that writes or comes for notUng.

in the Poultry;. ««9"





