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The Athenian Mercury:

MatUtDat. Decemkr 26. 169!

Hether there's Jry fiicb thinz as the
imputed Ri*hteiuj-efs of C/3, by
W : which tee are jujiijted-, Jince the «"e-
tiAmfnd no mention thereofin the newTejiament P
An[a Ic's fbrwant oflooking tn the right placestheii,
or indeed one Wou'd think looking not at all, hnee ct, the
very chief defign, and whole Tenor of the Golpel, or
New Law of Telus, tliat we are fav d by liw Merits, and
for hisfiike, notour own, which we look on to be the
fare io other words with Chnrts imputed Ri**hteoulnefu
But fiace there are on both fides very dangerous £r-
rors on this point, the Papiils making their own works
or Meritsthe proper Cauie »i our Juftih(;jtion, and the
Auinomians denying any neceffity of Good Works, we
mail carefully proceed between both Extreanis to hnd
the Truth; which to do, we muft enquire whats the
nmeaning of being Juilined, and of Chrifts imputed
Rithteoulhefs, and then w'e fhall eafily reconcreal mi-,
ihifs abAuc either of 'em, and (how in what Senie they
aetobe pUt together. By God’s juftining a Sinner
then asthe great Dr. Barrow moft clearly exprcfies it,
ismeant, Hslcol™Ninx upon «x, tind treating us aa jujt andin-
QU p'rfonsy altht before tee ftood guilty ‘of hainovs SinSy
ttiH ibertuton liable to griev’Vis puni‘h'r.. Accordingly
wctay, as Gods Word has direile*: that wearem-
fiffiedor accepted with God :n leveial Serces, and by
feveralways — & a Means by Faith, or a true Belier or
wha;God reveals, and emfting in his Mercy'thro his
on, which is fo plain in the &ripture, that- there are
t'try where found places to prove it. To mitance in
»few, Row. 3. 30. God who juliijieth the Circumeijion by
Atitb,indtheuncircumcifton ihrh Faitbiand ch.3.v.io.£ tt>e
~eistftbe Law Jhallno Flejh btjufiifiedi—andtS.Aman
ijaSiRed by Faith witimtthe Deeds of the Law : What
Uw?cheL»*>0/wor”/, as the Apoftle tell* us the verfe
before, or Jewifli Law, wherein they fo much trulted,
wappears both from its being oppofod to the Daw of
fiit\f ortheGoipd, both here and all thr6 cheEpiftle
ioftnGiUiiaits, who were inclin'd to Judaifm, and by
this fiune Chap.lJ be the G d of tk ~ews only, is he
~aifooftht Gentiles? But this Law of Faith isopposd
b'th tothe ceremonial Law, which was thcreoy quite
aboiidi'd, and even to the rigid moral Law, afincmo-
bedicnce being accepted bv theGoff~l, whereas the le-
fisi Difpenjation requird that which was perfeH, or
Kool for its Tranfgrefllon ; for as the fame Apoftle, If
tiinhsj bin aLaw which cou'd have given Life, Righteoi™-
Phuld have bin by the Law ; the rigid Moral, not the
Miemonial, Dothis and live, as is further clear from his
itguing V. 13. ef the tbrenam’'d Chap. All have finned,
cone jhiTt of the Glory of Ged. And that 'tis by rhe
Uw of Faith, or by Faith as a means, that weareju-
ftirtaor aa-eptedwith God, not,by arigid obfervacion
t'fAItlve precepts oftlie Law, now impoffible for us w
he proves from the inftance ot Abraham in the
"NaChap. Abraham bdievd God, and that was conntedm-
~nnfor Righteoufneis y from which Text, unlelsweare
® ‘ftaken, may be inferr'd a clearer Definition of Faith
A1 ail the Thorny niceties of the Shoolmen ever yet
Koduced, namely, that 'tis a firm dependance on Gods
y™odnefs and Truth, that whatever he has promisd, he
~both able and willing to perlormt And this fence
thereof is confirm’d and explain’d quire thr6 the 4,1k chap.
N againji hope beliei'ed in hope— being not weali in Faith,
‘"N ryfiderd m o bis own Body being dead. Zc- He pgger’d
the prmife of God tbrb unbelief, hut was jirong in
I f k giving Gloryto God-, and being fully ptrfwadcd that
‘A bt had premis'd he was able aljo to perform —and tfiere-
K** Chaith™ wif iitipiiiedunto him for Righteoufnefs: Th6
1 Was not without Fault, ye™ God accepted this confi-
~ce ofhisin his promile, inftead of a pertedt Righte-
®uiiels or Obedience. Obferve what is lulded v. 13.and

Qal

14. that this was written not for his fake alone, for
his ffonour, bat tor our fakes alfo, for our Direftion
and Comfort, to whom it ftiall be imputed. Faith lox
righteoufnefs, as 'ewasto him, if we believe inhim that raifed
vp”efus jrom.the dead,asAbraham did in him that cou’d raife
up Jfaac aType of Chrift. From all this it appears that we
are,and how 'tis-thatwe are juftified by Faith, as1 means
ofour Reconciliation with God:— But then this very
Faithmuftbe juftify’d by works, as Abrahams

had been kvainfor himto have pretended he had be-
liev’dGods former promife *0 him,had he not in obedience
to his Command alfo offer'd uphi-s"Son Ifaac, So faith
the fame Apoftle in the iir™. to the Hebrews, By Faith
Abra}}:m when he wag tryd offtt'd up Jfaac ; M%Ince we
may fearn to reconcife him an . ~"ams, INKks
ofthe felf famethiog, owns that Abrahamv!as juitified
by Faith, or accoupted Righteous before God: Abrahan™
fays he, believ'd in God. He plainly fpeaks oftrue ~ith,
the Nature of which he ftiows, namely, chat Good
Works was ofthe Effence and Per/e™wn thereof; Faith
without worlds is dead — By worths is Faith made pejfeSf.
Abraham was jufiified by werl{s, that is, as juft after tisex-
plain'd, Faith wrought with bis wowY. Thus far we are
then Come, Faith jiiftifies as a Means or Inftrumenr,
Works juftifie that Faith. Then 3J/y,We are alfo lufh-
fiedby Bapeilm, asa Sign,, a Pledge, an earneft of our
acceptance with God. Its the Door of the Church,
(extraEcclefiamvon efi Salus,In an ordinary way) ~ Faith
is the Hand that opens and admitsus in. And this nw-
ny Learned men believe is Intended In that warning which
the Apoftle referrs to, i Cor. 6.11. And fuch were feme of
you, butyou are wafixd, butyou are fanSUJied, butyou are
juwliijied in the Name of cur Lnrd, and by

God j where is aclear allufion to, if not a diftmft menti-
on ofthe three adoraUe Perfons ofthe facred Trinity into
whofe Name we are baptiz’d, out Lord jefus, and the
H. Spirit of our C?0i; which perhaps relates to Father

and Son both, fince it proceeds from themboth. Inthe
fame fence is Ba{ﬁtifm calU'd by the fame Apoftle,
e Laver of Regeneration-, according”

our Church not only lawfolly but commendably u”
the word Regeneration for Baptifm, and in rlie um-
cesfor that Sacrament, moie than once motions the
childs beingRfientT<U"jwhichitexplains by its being gra t-
ed into the B~y of Chrifts Church, and fo admitted m-
to the Communion of Saints, as ah”~hole are calld who
are Members thereof, and appears fo to the World, tl a
they may be Hypocrites in their Hearts, and ixioxe God.
They have then a foederal Holinefs, as Children ofbe-
lieving Parents, and as the firft;born agiong the
were dedicate, devoted, or Holy in the Lord, and in tha
fenfethey are Holy, in that fence they are Regenerate,
as 'tis in the ocher Sacrament, and aseven ill menin a
fence eat and drink the Body and Bloodof the Lord ,
that is, Chrift and the Church liave done their parts, and
Holinefs, Juftification and Regeneiation are atiually
confenid by their Sacraments, if the perlons receiving
be not wanting to themfelves, for they work not ~
Charmes, but by a rational wav aswell as m a Spiritual
manner. And tho the Apoftle fays, Baptifm dm now
fave US, and a greater than he, our Saviour himlelt,
that be that believetb and is baptf~d, Jhall be favd j “ma-
king Salvation the effedi of ~ch, yetas our Saviour
words intimate, there |[muft be fomething N
tifm, namely, Faith, which asisprov’d, io¥\Wes
cnce:and the Apoftle adds, 'Tis notony

which mufi fave us, re)noving thefilth of thy Flel » |
ward ceremonial wajbing with -water, but tk ft\w J
good Confcience towards God, through the refurre to /
L. Tnusmuchofthe«/jfr«io« by

in the fenfe we have explain’d it, not only the Church of
England, but all the Primitive Ch. did uBamraoully~ft-



lieve. Fertile laft and chieffeufe in which wearcju*
fiifi'd, or accoLiiiced Righteous before God, the foie,
true, pio”r, meritorious Caulo thereofisthe Merits or
Righteoulheis of Chiiff, and we wonder how any can
deny this who have ever feen the Bible ; by which we
mean all his acfiive and paQive Obedience, tho' more e-
Ip-cially tI'c inediiuable Sacrihee of his moft precious
by which, aS the Apo.'He tells us, he became the
Aut>"or O™ Et"rnat Salvu/oi to thife that believe i Th6 his
vtr> Death was in aremejuftiii’djor acceptable with God
b the obedience and Holiiiefs of his Life, as well as the
dip,nity of iiis Pei Ib-.i tor had he not been the Lamb
0 Jus Death cou'd have been ofno value to atone
for the Sins of the World, all the World were loft in
-Alxmt tranfgreftlon. Now if this Righteoufnefs, or
Obedience, or Merits ofoiir Saviour, which we take to
ftgniiiethe fame thing, be not imputed to us, how com?
we to belav'd by it, or by him who is the fecoml A.Um ?
or is't onl/ his Example that faves us, as the Socinuns
very rationally dream ? We ftiou’d have perfeMy obey'd
Gods will, we coud not, we have all ftnndy and wwe
guilty of Death — Chrift did perform it, Chrift dy'd,
how come we not *to dye, if not by his Efcath ? how
was that acceptable as Man but by his- Obedience ? How
come we to elcafe but by his dying in our ftcad, as
well as finiftimg and fulfilling all Riehteoufneis before
he dy'd t and what’s all that to us, unlefs imputed to us,
* that is, tffcewnir) as if we had really done it, lince'twas
done by our Surety for us, tho’ this ftill we are to ob-
tain a lhare in by thole means before preferiw, vi™.
Faitii aud Obedience j yet ftill not for that Obedience,
for that Faith as a meritorious Caufe, only as an Inftru-
irent are we fav'd, juftifi'd, or accepted, or accounted
righteous before God. Wo¢c have advanc'd nothing, on
this Head but what we think we haveexprefs wairant
for in the very' words of Scripture Therefore hot to heap
up many, fiom the Old Teftament we /ball only pro-
duce one, Ifu Si. 11. My righteous S'ervant Jhull JultiJie
Ttixyy for he jhull k-xr their Iniquities. 1f he bears our
Iniquities, the punifliment o f’em, we by parity ofRea-
fon muft bear his Righteoufnefsy muft be juftined there-
by. In the New TelUinent we’ll only take our Argu-
ments out of one Chapter, tire jrft. ofthe Rom. where
V. y. 'tis faid, h"e areJustified by his Blood, there’s his paf-
ftve Obedience j v,iy. By the Obedience of oneJhall many
be made righteous — there’s both affive and paftlve, be-
caul'e oppos'd to Adanii Dilbbedience : But fhou'd it be
deny'd, the preceding veife we think will place it be-
yond doubt: As by the.ofence of one judgment came upon
all men to condemnation, even fo by the Righieoufnefsofone
thefreegift came uponall men untojuhfication of Ufe. Adams
Offence is imputed to us, or why do we dye, Chrifts
Righteoufnefs is imputed to us, or how do we live}
By whole Righteoulhels its plainly affirm’'d in the words
mention'd, all men have a Title to JulHfication of Life
or fnch a State offtvour and acceptance with God as*
if it ben'c their own faults, if they hearken to the* of-*
fers of peace and pardon, before the Day of Grace is
pafs'd, will certainly by Gods Mercy bring them to eter
nal Life.------ And thus we have endeavour'd to anlwer
this Gentlemans Qiieftion: for the other, concern-
ing tlw odd Inchnaiionskii an Acquaintance of hk whom
he takes to be a good Man, we think it more fit for a
private Letter than luch a publick Paper.

Queft. 1. Seeing 'tis undenyubly allowable by the Laws
of God for the Clergy to marry, how comes it to pafs that
their iTives and Children above ail others fhoud trtruemoli
« happy ? : r

_Anjw. As the Queftion is propofed, that their rela-
tions are generally and remarkably unhappy more than
ochers, we are certain 'tis not true, but believe it only
an old piece of Popifti Superftition, which they have
fubtilly Ipread, and prevail'd to make it pals like one
of their own Fraditions, tho’ 'tis indeed like them, no
better timn an old wives table, which to confute,
need fend the Qyenft no farther than to the Palfons
Sons tealt, where may by the very fence of feeine
be convincd of the contrary. This we fay aeainft
their ~ing generally unhappy, as if Heaven L u'd
haveplacdfome mark of dilpleafure upon them more
thanahers, butyet if they fhould lometimes,aay not fel-
dom proveteore unhappy than others, there might be an
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eiile lututilRcaron tft be affign'd foi't.-They u,je
genuousEdticatioii,they are left poor,theState cakesnocit
of as it does in other Nations j hence they aretf
pos’d to more Temptations than almoft any
for which realbn 'tis rather a wonder that more ot™’
take not ill Courfes, and an honour that fo many 0»%
come to geod, than at all ftrange if feme ofeai nm*
no better than they ftiou'd be. nn
*eft. 3. IVheiher there be any example ofan BExtemton
Prayer made before a public™ Congregation net weZ
for thepubluclilVorjhip ofGod inall the New Tejid™ntf
Anjw. The Querift knows as well, or better iina
we, tiiat there is no fuch thing, if we take Extempcn
praveis for the imipediate production of the PresSr
not the miraculous Gifts of Gods Holy Spirit whid
was then pour'd outon the Apoftles and other Ciui.
ftiaijs. They, its true, might, and we believe did pw
witljout premeditation, both word and matter beii
immediately infpired by God, which lure none m
the wildeft Enibuftaft will now pretendto; or ifthcr
do, we muft take the Liberty not to believe 'an
till we fee em work other Miracles. But here H
mult own, we think there is a Me'dium to be foud
bectteen all Form and all Extempore, namely preie-
ditated prayer, we_mean as to the things, not te
words} — * 1-which f*ms av Ikef4 as gllgwaﬂg Is
well as feaftble, as a Sermon thus utter'dj which war
of preaching, as the Querift knows, is the methodi
lome Great Men in the Church of England, and €&
the lame way of praying, as we thiftk moft grant, 5
allow d.bHore Sermon in their Pulpits, as the\i-
ter ofthe C A SE of Prayer o~ns, tho’ cautioully;
and we alio believe, that there are very few who hae
command of words enough to exprelis themfclves &

theK ou8ht on.fuch an occafion, and therefore a Fam
IS the late way.

05*All Gentlemen who expedf the benefit of ar
Propoials for the Students Library, artd®
lired tofend in their Money by the lo/iofla-
nuar™ next at furtheft (for upon their accouio
who live ata great diftance from London, wey

. that time for thefendii!!
in Subfcriptions) to ~ohn Dunton at thekawlia
the Foulireyj for we having already eot a firet
niimber of.SubfcriUrs, (hall foon have ?his votli.
the Prels, in which fuch gfeat care will be tes
both asto good paper, and as to the accuracy ditre
lianflations,~f. chat we doubt not but to givep-
neral fatisfaCtion to all-Subfcribers___ form
further information readthePreface to our Atb'sa.

which is now publiftit, and alfo the
to our Mercury Num. 5. V. vy, N

%* The Supplement to the Fourth rolume of %e Athia
Mercury, containing an account of the Dt/ign d
wW of the moft coafidcrable Books W

the Quality of the Authors, if known: with inpHf.

S ) ) and Perfornuia
TtH\e Suppltmms will be continued conftanrly by

Pir/onj, and comprehend a S,;//./w ofall
valuable * o ks pubhfht from time to time. Printd
for 70jBP««««at the Raven in the where are
@be had Che i3 zd. 3d. and 4™\ Volumes of the
man Mrc”y,ind the Suppkmemsto 'em : Andalfothe
Preface,f»dex and 12 Numbers alone, that complear tie
hilt 18 Numbers ofthe Volume, in which u
bns are anlwer d many ofthe Queftions lately lent s

aDberifemelrt*

fiot out by theway: Or a Perfff2-

X lion to a Friendly Corrcfpondencc

between the Coftformifis znd Non-cotifsrd[ti'

In a Funeral Difeourfe on Gen. 45. 24. CC
caftoned by the Dclire of Mr. udnthom

M. A. Sold by Jei'jn Dunton at the
In the PoHItrey. Price bound i s.
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