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the Athenian Mercury:

Naturaat. jamary2. 1691,

Odi. 1.

[om; ot7ITT ere cottcerpti
jjr theirJhirex in a cemin Ejittre, where-
V.~ ofC :bi Son of li by confenr cf ell pinies
11 nftk--ceivercf rheRer.u, A being Mebsed ~0)i very
ujr.h vjlui cf hif M e, ofrs to ef:gn ever to.'mall

afjt;iel Lre TphWv isorjfmU be dut tofirvji: /> M
edrtwMbiih bis Sen might psy him, if he voitU give
Aac.uwnr to anjoKr for his jiure io the (did E}Ute,and
tit ror ivtrptks  when his debt and imerejt Wis paid, to
and prepares an Afftgnment, (uchas A thought

1t ertabU- to his oftr, with a Covenant on A ~ ff'
xhupiht dfbt and Imeren to B, if hts {hare Jkouli fall
treAlfignm'nt being (eahi and a Wisnefsthcreio, \
rr.ridt msn”ement of bis whole Jhireand inurelitothm
“livsjytirj'u~cther, tiitring which lims B dyes, andmahes
iht Imu.w. If*:n A tbought.the Ikk and tniereQ
rib'll; tucrpitd, hi dt/lres of C an account cf hit fhare, C.
f." 'ftffliajcccHHT, rehireinbe omits one conjiJerable branch
dfii hre, reiich nof f\nonn to all concerned to be fo, and
NtMnctbe ihniz,ht ignorant tljtrcof timfclf, having paid
ah. Xt/if miher fharer,wioo claimed cifHllly with k-and mult
bKhntUowtd 'himif be bad charged it on his Accounts,
r iiuxlei it. C jays he n>r his Fatloer aver received it,
teiftfeasio a-counr fur it, faying, the Covenant his Fa-
‘Ainniid oblige hm to account only for what they fty'Uli
"srrf rf A'j (bare ; and not for A'sjbare in rhe.£/f«e,
fUtiterbspr inliri~nefs of, ConfirufHon in Law may be true,
ktCerrb M e his right without remedy 5 andif (0, the
GHokis, ;/B and C k™w or believed A underftood the
itiini and meaning ofthe Covenant in tix latter feme,
Itdliu ibj belirved A thought they did fo too, (and that

M fn Leleft the whole mir.agemfrtt of his wholeJhar™
A i; xbich meins they bad it in their powerto defraud
Kmbtirown prop, fo that the-lefs they received for his
he tre more they received for their own: ) Whether the
Idi Btnj C are guilty of the Sin of deceiving, over-reach-
kpAiing iheir Brother ; andiffo, Ifhether God Al-
o0 mQQYdingto his Kevealed Will in the Scripture,
veracity and perjeSfisn of bis own Nature, pardon
A C ufan rhe> bare Jiepfilillice, without KejUtuti-

dat. If tlie Cafe b= fairly fhated» ‘tis a cunning
prtim-enrion and Cheat j and if fo, C muft make re-_
M '" if it be in his power, under the penalty ot
if Sacred Writ may determine the "Cafe,
~ owaniwer to another liidance ofthe i'ame Nature
. andrt-/.4. N. Thiswe
*7 fty upo,i a SnppoHtion of the Truth of the Cal'ej
‘'r'chif Dot fairly Hated, we defire C alfo to fend his
12¢'~ ofthe matter ot Faff: So that comparing 'em
we may be better enabled to give a
judgment, for to give our Opirtions ablblmely
~"ebefoie that, we cannot; knowing, thatjuHice
TS leaves one Ear open for the Accuied, and that
nut bean unjiiH judge who determines anything,
‘s« Jalfiy, one party unheard.
2. Was that Angd that appear'd to Balaam m rhe
Heaven, oran Angel fentonthatpurpofe
hrefjvirh a Flaming Sword ?
We don't well underfland the Sence of this Que-
A5 But we fuppote the Querifl may aim at lbme-
yjofthe common Doubt in relation to the Exigence
which Ibcne Hereticks have deny’d in*our
as well as thofe foregoing, attributing what
related o f’em either to Fantafms orApparitions,
jj*Querift here Teens to do, or elfe to meer men, or
P ps of God. However 'twas intended, we anfwer
thisand other fuch Inftances, that'twas areal
, pi which appear'd to Balaam, and that an Angel
jA~om Heaven, and that Angela leal immaterial Sulv
ina diftinft rank or order of Beings from that
That there are fuch Beings as rhefe, ther«

none can denv who really believe the Scripture, where-
in their Exigence is unanfwerably aflerted, well as
their agency, duty and operations often deferib’d : And
wc dare affirm, that they are mention’'d at leaft in zoo
places of the Bible, in fuch a manner, as diftinft im-
material Siiblianccs muft thereby be unavoidably inten-
ded. There were Angels which familiarly convers'd
with the Patriarchs, with Abraham, with lot, with Ha-
gar,vekh with Mofer, and many others: And as
plainly as any where in this Hiftory of Balaam, Num. z 2.
That hewas an Angel fhm Heaven, appears from v. zz.
where he’s palled, The Angel of the Lord. That twas
not a Providence, a Difpenfation, or we know not
what, asthe Qtiakers Dream, we may infallibly learn
from the HiHory. it lelf, if we indeed believe it: For
fuppofingthat Balaam cou'd fee, hear, and difeourfe with
a Prtrjider.ce, fure his Afs coii'd not do it, which'tis faid
faw him feveral times, and turned from him aslong as
fhe cou’d polVibly avoid him. For the Flaming Sword,
'twas undoubtedly as real as the Angel himfelf, and the
power of the Angel might as cahly extend to the fra-
ming a ficTY Meteor mto that form, as to condenfe a Body
of Air for hisown appearance, tho’ both hid from Ba-
laum, not by any jmall Cloud interpoling, which might
ealily have been done, but by a more compendious way,
objiruSling bis Eyefig h tfor when he didatlaH fee him,
'els faid the Lord opened his eyes. That this was'awz/
Ani”el and not an appearance or Fanrafm only, we may
leaVn by comparing the Hiftory with other places
wherein the Ex/j}e»ce is plainly aflerted. Thus
where thi Angels ue fiid to lodfi into the Churchi where
our Saviouris faid to be made &little lower thanthe As-
gels, where the Angels of little Children are laid always
ro behold the Face of their Failtcr which is in Heaven:
Should we take all this in their fence, either for

tafms or Pftrviicnces, what ridiculous aflertionsand Sup-
pofitions muft we charge on the infallible Spirit ofGod ?
and thereby come too near thofe who are guilty of
Blafphemy againft him : It fiirtlier appears from the
Scriptures aforemention’d, as well as many others, that
thele Angels were not Prepiew or menof God, asothers
have alferted— They are in HEaven as their place cfre-
fider.ee, they look, into flie Church as Strangers, they
are Minijl?rs mdted, hut mmjhing Spirits they appear
unAdijay”ar acpleafure; nay, as in the cafe of.Vaw6j<»,
afend to Heaven in aflame of Fire. Let then the Super-
ftitious Papifts on one lide, follow thetrack of the old
Hereticks, and worjhip thofe Angels whom they only-
ought to refpeift aridreverencej let others on the contra-
ry as much derogate from thofe Blefled Spirits, and
pretend they are either Apparitions, or Men, or as l'ome
of the Quakers have taught, Gods preferving, delivering
comforting Providences — Let 'em be as mad as they pleale
in embracing either o f thefe mad Opinions, yet all the
fober and religious part of manki®™ will ftill believe
Gods Word before either o f'em, which tells us in ex-
prefs terms, That they are all minifiring Spirits, fent forth

Queft. 3. Whitis the Reajon of the ScTdlkt on every Mules
backreprejenting aCruciRTcTI

Anfw. The Reafon outis, becaufe in Afs wzs hisFa-
__Ifit be ask'd why an Afs has fuch an one, the
Papifts will tell you, Its becaufe our Saviour rode upon
one, and therefore all the kind have been thus mark'd
ever fmeej but there's as much reafon that all Fig-
trees are curs'd becaufi? one was fo. Had they bin but
fo civil to have confin'd the Miracle to all tlie Strain
of chat very Afs, the ftory had then haddbrae Face with
it, and might have been as likely to be true, as that
of the famous Chielyen of CompofieUa jbutftncewe

find it in the whole' Ipecies, we muft either believe”
the Hu/>is generally more worn in' thofe places than'
othew



wherM or be fo in old as well asin young, ari-
I>s from the particular forimtion of the parts, and can
no more be accounted for than the fpots ofa Leopard,
Or thel'Mauiilul Strakes on the back, and all the round

at'the Body the Cleature call'daZebra, in fome parts
of the World.
Q. ef™ 4. li'ljat is the Caufe of the contirmrce of tiK Bo-

dies oj livirg Oestiires Without putrejd~ton™

Anjvp. As Salt preferves dead Bodies from putrefa-
ction, l'or which Rcafon the poorer fort of the Eppri-
iwmade ufe either of that, or fome cheap bituminous
SiiblUnce to Souje up all their Grent GnnlJfuhers,
which they'd ftillcall by the finer nameof Embalming,
that or any fiich “von% aftringem, as it were fealing up
the poreSy and hardning the Body to fuch a confiffency
as prevented Liquefediion; fo we thou'd think there
might be Ibmeching ofa Natural Saltin Living Bodies,
which might have fomething of the fiwe etfrdl, tho’
not exadUy in tlie lame manner, were it not for an ob-
vious Ob;e(Sion. How then lhou'd they putiifie af-
ter Death, when there’'s, for ojghc appears, as much
Salt in 'em as ever? For which reafon we muft find
fome other waytofolve itj accordingly muft enquire
what putrcfaftion is, and whence it proceeds. _And®
"tis only a LiquetadHon or alteration, and diiTolution of
the imaller parts of any Body, by a preternamral fer-
mentation or motion therein, svhich alfo owes its rife
to the want ofa due Circulation of the Blood, and jui-
ces of the Body in their proper natural dudts, which
dudlsj or fine pafTages being by fomedil'eafe or violence
either broken orftopt, or blended oneamong t'other,
their particular Juices muft neceflarily ftagnace where
they are, and bieing depriv'd of their natural motion,
acquire a non-natinal one, the fmaller parts endeavour-
ing to file off, and fiy away as faft as they can in
ftrong fulphureous fleams of an unpleafing and-fetid
favour. Toilluftratethis by a mean but natural com-
parifgp ; when the Sew’ers are kept clean, and the
Water has a free paflage thr6 them, they are fweet
enough, but if fome of thole pafifages are broken down
thro’ which it fliou'd flow, or if the channel otherwife
obftrudled that it has no paffage or vent, the water there
immediately tends to putrefadfion j which 'tis impoBI-
ble fliou'd s’re happen in fuch Cowwos Jbores, as we
corruptly call 'em, where the Tides come up, or there’s
free paflage for all thats thrown into’em. Thus the
Body of any Living Creature, while all thofe little
parts difeharge their peculiar offices, and there’s a free
Circulation, and a natural motion within, muft conci-
ftue inits natural ftate, but when thisceafes, foon pu-
tiifies much after the manner of aGangrene, which a-
lifes from rtie fame caule.

Queft. y. IVimher a Forreigrters Condition™ fuch | mein
is the French Inlubinms with us, who have Liberty to in-
habit or Trade in am part of England”™ the Metropolis it fetf
not exceptedy and are exffmpted from all DutiesjCuftomSyTax-
es *7t] Kates even to the poory and have theirpoor reliev'd bj
the Contributions of the charitable EngUjhy be not ratijer to
he chofen than that of a Free-born SubjeU ?

Anjw. We thinknot, if we take their Conditional!
togetner, thdinfome refpedfs its true they live more ea-
fie than we, for tho’ they have all thele priviledges,
they are ftill Exiles, and that whatever we flatter our
felvcs, from a much finer Coumrey than ours, and in-
deed one of thefineft in the World were it no: incum-
bred witha Tyrant on its Throne. And as they are
Exiles, they luve moft of 'em loft their All, many of
'em great and noble Eftates, iigjf left 'em behind, and
that for the fake of Religion, efcaping hither with no-
thing fav’d but that and their Lives5 and finding; by the
generous Charity of the Englijh to 'em, that they are
not that unhofpitable people to ftrangers, which fome
Apoftates of their own have repreliented 'em. Befides,
tho’ there may be more of 'em in fome places thano-
thers, yet their number is not very confiderable in re-
fpedb of all the people of England, where we want
hands, the numeroufnefs of Subjedls being the ftrength
ofa Kingdom, Then they are for the moft part Han-
dycraft Trades, fee up with little or nothing, live poor
and mean, at li*ch a rate as™an Enghjh man wou’d be very
unwilling tochange with 'em taking all together.

Queft.. Whether'twoud not be a great cafe tothe Na-

tion ifihgf wereNdturilix'dy and hmapm mpmtt;'.
to their Abilities in the charges of the War*

Anfw. If they were Naturaliz’d, they wou'd iaii
likelihoodtarry here forever, at leaft uolefs theylL
leave to depart 3 but if this is not done, when tHtti-
is ended, and beter times in their own Coumrey n
doubt isto be made but many o f'em wou'd be v»iL
to go home agen, efpecially thofe who had HISt
who may then hope to recover 'em, with all fuch*
depend on’em 5 which fljou'd it happen, woud e
the Clamor of many of our own Handycraft pam.
who now complain they take the meat out oftS
mouths, perhaps a true, tho’ asthings are, an mtnii-
able Complaint. Befides, its notorious, they are ne
of 'em poor, they live, and that’s all, having nofloii
to begin with but our Charity and their own Indrib
and but a little while yet for its Improvement '-Smi
pofing therefore that they were Naturalized,
fliou'd we get by'r, and how iiiconfiderable a ptd
our own Charity fliou'd we wring back agen fn«
thofe poor Cratures, and how iitrle a way wou'd it»
in the Charges of fuch a War ? were they oncefe
tied here? weé might iy Ui
more charge on our felves by endeavovring to and
It 3 for if Naturaliz’d, we muft then be bouud tort-
lleve their poor as well as our own, (indeedthan
wou'd then be fo) whereas what we noV do isifr
luntary, and no more but a “~ure Benevolence. Hw
ever, were they once fully fetekd among us (bs
tijey grow rich and wealthy, or but come™to liwc
the fame rate with our ordinary people, (whichaln
they are Gentlemen, ’'w'ou'd be much better thiag's
they did before in their Lives) it might then kejil
and convenient to oblige 'em to the fame rates lad
Charges with other Stibjefts; but it looks baothhe
good men, goodHofts, and good Chriftians to letea
alone for a little while to take breath and enjoy ter
felves in our 1"ingdom, after they have beenfo dxct
years harafs'd by the favage cruelty of their ova, re
membring that not long fince we wanted but little cfo®
ing our felves juftin the fame Condition.

Queft. 7. Jt is thought Mr. S-— is the Authr/Mii.i
lines in Num. i. Vol. y. that relate to the late Pillwii
Poem ?

Anfw. Not to refleft on that Ingenious Perfofl, «<
have no need of going out of our own/xri'ocfe”,whidi
confiftsof feveral M e rs read in all &iences, laze i
which have already appear’d publickly in thisife W /Sadit
from whom the World fhall loon have a further acont

'T. 'He FirRy Second 3. and i”b.ydumes ofthe

l an Mercury, ( refolving all the moft Ncerl
Curious Queftions propos’d by the Ingenious eft-
cher Sex ) and the Supplements to ’em 3 ( concaiw
Extrafts of the moft confiderable Boo™s newly Priak
in England, and in the Forreign Journals) Printed K
John Dunton at the Raven in the Boultrey. Where«
alfo GObe had the Preface, Index and 12 Numixrti\»-
that compleacthe firft 18 Numbers of thts"th.
which 12 Numbers are refolved'many of the/fii«
lately fent us) orfingleoiies to this time.

Diatriba de Signo Filii Hominis, & de fedH"
Meflia? adventu 3 ubi de modo ftuur*
verfmky nec non de fignis noviffimis Diei dp®
tur, Authoi e Crefeentio Macbero, V. D. M. god
ftonienfes in Nova AngliS. ~1d by
at the Raven in the Poultrey.

0~ "T~He Accounts that have been fent to tiscoB”
A ing Mr. De la Crofe, were undoubtedly

up by fome malicious hands, for upon Enqui

the” are but raiftakes and mifrepre entatlons

thought fir Ggive publick notice.

There is now in the Prefs, The Life of
relius AntoninuSyWfKten lg French by Monnfieur
dam Dacier, Engllfhed bwaPerfononuale PS
for Tho. Beimet, at the Half-moon in St. Pauls
yard.
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