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The Athenian Mercury:

Natur&at; Jasuarj>g. 164gi.

ijt l. Oo(ii™ over Sir William Temple’s Me-
L moirs™ | met with a Siory in it concern-
ing an old Parrot belonging to the late
Pince Maurice, thif. readily anfwer'd to feveral ~eSions
fiimilmully put to hinY® which you may mere particularly
ajuMpmielves o/, by referring to the aforefaid Boo{, Page
I mvery doubtful at tothe matter oiFuH-, tho'Sir
William fays ‘twas told him o5 a real Truth by the Prince
ainilj i but fuppajirtg it to be fs, I Jhould be glad to Fow
ijvhiimins ibis Creature attained to the nowledge ojdo-
iigmwhbifb to humane reafon jeems fo very improbable /&
Aol Scaliger tells us, that he faw a Crow in the
fiBb Kings Court that was taught to fly at Patridges
a anyother Fowl from the Faulconers fift. In Hift.
Mu.Ari.c.ll. p. 173. Cardinal yj/jnio had a Parrot
ttiu wes taught to repeat the jdpofiles Creed verbatim
ifluva, and in the Court of Spain™ tiiere was one
tbt coud ling the Gamut peri'edlly ; if at any time he
wsau hewou'd fay, Hova Buenr™ that is not weHj
butthenhe was right he wou'd lay, Bueno va™ now it
bx»tll, fobn hams iti lib. de Ejttivoeatione. In the time
( Warbetwixe Auguftus Cajar ~nd S£. Antoniusy there
‘ajipoor Man at Ro.w, who purpofing to provide
far niinelt againft all Events, had this Contrivance,
b* brtd up two Crows with his utmoft Diligence,
~ broughtit topafs that in their pratling Language,
twwoud falute Cafar™ and the other Antoninus: This
when Augulius return’d Conqueror met him up-
Mthe way wh his Crow upon his Fift, which ever
I'dinon came out with his Sakie Ciefar ViSior Imperator™
Hill GdT™ the Conqueror and Eraperour j Augufius
~Mhted herewith, purchafed the Bird of him-at the
pricect loooo Deniersof Rome. 'Twou’'d be too long
wrrertion the traftability of the Dragon Seneca fpeaks
Itinsr. p. Hilt. Man. Art. c. 1. p. 1"9. or
*hat ftrange things have been perform’d oy Emanuel
of his Elephant, the quicknefs of feme
N KRem;, and Conjiantinople. Our Thoughts upon
tewhole are thefe, that the Novelty of things makes em
liwderful, whenas there’s not theleaft reifonfor wonder,
jinecoiviider the Nature of Inch things. Wee’'ll grant
«foofLble for a Parrot to anfwer dHlinftly to fuch and
~Queftions j but this ai®ion needs no reafon to the
Portnance of it, fince it may be effedled without it,
~Nl-by an habituated Idea of things 3 not only Man,
inferiour Ranks of Animals receive their Idea's
? "-Swffx. Suppofe the Ear, for that comes neareft
inch and fuch Sounds oft repeated, and luch
luch Adlons immediately preceding or immediately
"sloning furh Sounds, muft necelTarily form a Complex
_~Q6th of the Sound and Adlion; So that when ei-
luch Aifiion or fuch Sound is repeated, an ldea of
n neceflirily attend it. Thus Dogs are
r carry, and thus Parrots talk when
ipeak more words than one together, as for In-
Pe-irPtUy thefe words being often repeated to-
It one of'em be mention'd and the other left,
muft necelTarily be an Idea of the other Sound,
ttnd habit chain 'em togetherj and if two
not three? and if three, why not many to-
needs but a little more diligence, care
., JPMftnent inftrueftion. Some wou’'d wonder to fee

X upon repetition of Complex laeas.
n of teaching an Elephant to dance hasbeen

They bring a Toung Elephant upon
underneath, and play upon the Munck

rjif- ~ “P Legs, and Ihifts his Feet about by
ke ® torture of the heat, this often practicd
Slons u Sound of Mnlic\: So that in

>wheo he dances after Mulick, ’lis not from any

principles of Reafon, but from the Concatenation of
the 1 Idea’s of Heat and Mufick, which Cuftoin has
habituated him to, and thusit is withCljgx, Birdst dan-
cing Hflr/ex, Parrots™ Magpies™ &C.

Neft. z. Our”urorSi (particularly at the
Old'baily) that try in Cafes of Life and Death, are ebl™N'ct
to be (orat leaft to tell the Court that they are) all of one
Mindy before they can givey or the Court receive their Ver-
diSf. And it being hut reafonable tofuppofe that it may ft
happerty that one or more of the twelve may dijfent from the
major party as being of a deeper'fudgmenty &c.w by build-
ing upon falfe Notionsy which jet he believesy and cannot be
ptrjwaied otherwije but that they are the Truthy &c. In
fbjTty well fupgpofe him to ad according to his Confcience,
whether oiherwife he be in theright or no, and thenery.
How mu;t fuch a Man aB, fosts to Feep a good Conjeience
towards God and Man™ fo as not to heguilty ofthe blood of
the Pr/joner, as well as of Perjury, if be bring himin guilty
and he is not, of Perjury if he brings him in not guilty ani
he be, or of ha-irding his own Life, and the lives of his
fellow furors, by being fhut up without Food, till one of
them dye, or elfe comply, tho' agoinji bis Confcience, that bo
and they may notundergo that hardjlip and danger g

Anfw. The Law fuppolcs not only good men but
men of Sence to be concern'd in VerdlHs 5 and if Ib,
Truth never clalhing with Truth, they muft all be of
one mind at the flrft, or elfe upon laying™ down their
Arguments the prejudices are foon remov'd, for truth
will take place of every unprejudic’d perlbn. Tho’ we
willingly grant, that it we take the World as it is, the
majority of Poles woii'i be an argument of Error: but the
care is infinitely alter'd, where perfons of Sence and
Judgment are concern'd. But fuppofe, as you lay,
that one amongft the reft, as in the cafe of Mr. Crone,
does wichftand all the reft, and cannot comply with-
out Perjury or Murder as he pretends. To which we
anfwer. If the molt reafonable Arguments cannot be
enough convincing, 'tis ten to one but'tis the prejudice of
Incereft, Paflion, GTc. and not Reafon that holds up the
lide,and then the Qu~eftion belongs not to fuch perfons,
for fuch asarc fo prejudic’'d in Cafes of Life and Death,
can eafliy away with Perjury or Murder :but to go yec
nearer, and fuppofe both fides honeftand Confeientious,
we anfwer then, honeft and ConfeientiousArguments will
foon decide the Controverlie, for 'tis abfolufely impoftible
that many Patrons #f Truth cannot explain it to the con-
vincing one or two : So that after all, we conclude
the Suppoilcion an ImpolTibiUcy, or elfe the Wifdom
ofour Judges, and the very eftential parts of our Laws
were wicked and uiirealbnable in enadling fuch Obli-
gations 3 but never cou'd the greateft Enemies of our
Laws, charge our Laws themfelves, as wicked and Er-
roneous, only the abufe and perverting o f’em, has and
may be in too many Cafes cenfurable.

Queft. 3. The Tuefday before Chrijlmas day | gave yote
an account of a Gentlewoman who hath mightily impoverijh-
ed Iter felf and Children by daily relieving the necefities of
her near Relations, the tendernefs of her Nature beingJuchytbat
jhe could not pojfibly forbear fuppljing their wantsywhiljijhehai
acompttencyytho Jhe thoughtjhe fhoulifuffer for it hereaftertin-
deed her ObjeSIs ofCharity were always very dejiitute ofany other
help, feeming to be thrown upen her A the immediate hand of
Providence, upon which Providence Jhe dependsfor a main-
tenance ofher own Children 3 but Jhe is very fearful fince
Jhe finds [b much di$culty in her declining condition, that
God Almighty who is the befi fudge will rather feeurge
herfor berfolly in doing non thanJoe was able, than re-
ward her good intentions in any degree: This Gentlewoman

is a Friend of mine, and it is a great ~ief to me tofee
her in fomuch Affiikion, andin fuch doubt of fwAj a pre-
jentand future punijhmentfor her good deeds i Pray Sirs your

T1.'0ughts and Advice upon the whalef
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Anftf. Every |Kifon ought to keep as near as they
can an exafl account of their Incomes, that they may
proportion their Expences to ‘em. If this Rule were
obferv'd, agieat deal of Debts and Cheats woudva-
nifli out of the Commonwealth, and we might alfo
have very good Rules and limits for our Acfult Chj-
tisHj, (our intentional ones are only known and re-
warded by God.) Having an Account, or very near
it of our Incomes, 'tis eafie by experience to find what
is abfolutely ncceffary for our felves. What is above
that we may give, but no more isany where expeded
from usj but if after all, fome well meaning and cha-
ritable perfons fton’'diaft iriiprudently, by making
coming Gu™muns and unfit pcrlonsthe Objefts oftheir
Charity i nay, it they flieu'dintrench upon tlieir own
abfolute Neceffities, they may yet be affur'd, provi-
ded they are not willfully wafteful, and do it not
with a defign to tempt by Providence, they ftiall be
certainly provided for*. There is not, that we know
of halffo many promifes made in the whole Sacred
Writ to any one thing as Charity, no doubt but b«-
caufe God very well knew the dilhuftfulnefs of our
Nature. Our Saviour was well acquainted with this
when he fpenc fo many words, contrary to his ufual
Cufiom upon other Subjects, in perlwading his Difciples
of a certainty of convenient Subfiftancc, Cotifider the
Ltllies ofthe Field, &c. It wou'd be too long for our
deficn to enumerate all the promife/made tothe Cha-
ritaole, of which the Proverbs are very full, we fhall
only take notice of Viviis Obfervation. | never hnevt
the Rightious forf.ilien, nor his Seed begging breid j Irom
which fome wou’d inferr, that to fee a poor Beggar is
always a certain Sign that he or his Parents were wic-
ked. This Verfe is truly explain'd ( tho’ not common-
ly taken notice of) by the preceding, The Righteous U
mercijut snd lendeth, & ¢ So that without any far fetch’t
Interpretations, the Merciful and Lenderis Davids Righ-
teous man here; and then the Sence is, 7 never knew the merci-
ful andLender j'or(3ken,n»r his Seedbegging theirBreii-, which
agrc-es very well with the reft of the promifes to the
Charitable. Our Advice is, that the Qierift take heed
of Melancholly, which may do her an In”ryj that fhe
compute her Eftate, that her Expences every way may
not exceed her Receipt™ and then let her be as chari-
table as her own Necefticies will let her, and wifti to do
more if (hewere able, and 'tis all that God and Nature
demand ofher.

C~neft. 4, Befides the many grofs Immoralities which have
tverj™ead a great part of the Nation 5 there is a certain In-
firmity, which hath (ei\ed almoft all the reft, which I call
the Prudentials; and inJbort, it is the Scorbute of the Soul.
It bath of late been bred more than ever before, fromthe Ex-
crements ofa late Plagiary, called Thomas Hobbes o fMalms-
bury, who ufedby Health to lick up the Spittle ofan Ancientin-
gtniousOraior call'd Carneades, and with that anithe[craps
which hefiole from the Troughs of Epicurus and oreor two of
bis Herd,, hefed a rotten and moji poyfonous Carkajs. Tet
being well skil'd in the Art of Dremng and Trimming, be
prtfented himjelfto the World or afound and firong Pbilojo-
phtr, and hoped to be ador'd by PojUrhy as the Author ofa
famous S'eSi: and he had the advantage ofa very degenerate
Age of people, who having little fence of the Finue and Man-

.hood of their Ancejiors, but defpifng that, becvmevery fequa-

fioHs to this tmpoflor. Some cfthem fo much admired him,
that they evenfed upon his Excrements: And thofe became
thereby ulmojl transform'd into Brutes and Devils. Others,
whofe Stomachs could not hear fo grofs food as that, having
beenbetier educatedfrom their ChUdhood, wereyet infeSlei, at
a difiance, with the Odorof them: and thi they retainindeed
the form of Men, and would be thought no mean Men in their
Counirey, yet are they in truth, God “bowj, a veryfickly
whak GemrjtioM} always complaining, ufually of 11 manage-
ment and the State of the Nat'ct, but with great Caution,
that nobo.'y hear them, b.it fuch as are as cautious as themfelves
that they lome inm d”~ger 1, or gravely cenfuring the Rajh-
nefs, or tenderlypiling the Indijcrethn offuch as will not be
govern'dto aSi by their Prudentials. Little Senfe they have
ofthe Powerseither oj Truth, or of a manifefi juS Caufe, or
tf the Divine Providence in protefUng and ajfifiing honefi.
Virtuous and Generous Undertakings. Tnegreat andlite Ex-
periments ofthe Admirable Providence of God in the Delive-
rance of theft Nations fhm the very brink of Ruine, hath

little Of no effect to animate them to any gentfous AHkn :An
as little hath the Noble Example of the Glorious Underti”
cfa moji Heroick Trince. No Senfe of.Religion, no Hormn
a Virtuovs Prince, no regard to the prefervatm ofaAt.,
ConjHtution, nofenfe’of Duty or necejjity can raifein tixfe Sw
butickSoulsany thing worthy of an EngUfh-man,much /fhi
a Chrifilan. Not only the thefear of a Great Man, but
of Reproach, and beinglaught at by a few empty di”olmt Ptc
ple.prefently excingnifheth all fenfe oj tbofe things in jutbaim
injehei with this Difeafe.  Wire there nothing worfe in itpva
Charity and Pity to thofe Perfons would move agood Nam u
think ojfomefit Remedyjorihtir Relieffiut there ismminr.
The perfons ii”eHed with this Difeafe have a very fpecious ipfur.
ance,and like fat rotten Sheepman hardly be known uniiithtfia™
pened : And if weJhould hive anyfiore of thisfori (as ljur »t
have too many) get into places, bowfick and weak tSmeiai
Management oj Affairs mufi it needsproduce ! 1hiSfQtreih
mtn,isthe Cafe, and my Qaeflion uponit is only ihk V)ii
Remedies are moft proper and fit to be 1lfed in this Git?
Anfw: We have heretofore engaged our Iclves toah
fidcr of Mr. Hobbs Principles, not but that there adc
veral Learned Pens have fufficiently expos'd ’'emaresdy,
and fhown that whatever he hasadvane’d, is eitherfilfc
or old difsoveries difguis'd and muffled up in newLa®
guage, which he pafs'd off for his own, knowing «!!
enough that noile and words take with moft palas
fboner than a genuine and diftindf Idea of things thov
ielves. All that we can offer in anfwer to theQuefi
on is this, that fince it istoo probable,but that M.
Writings hare fpread farther than their Anfwers, «
will undertake to prove this Aflertion againft al
Dilciples, which are numerous enough, That every @&
ticular period in all his Writings is either deftru™na
the Principles of Reafon,or elfethat he has borrowj'a
elfewherej if this upon Examination appears to betrail,
Mr. Hobbs's Followers may be aftiam'd of their Maifai
ifit be not, we delire his Followers to offer a few @
ticulars, naming the Book, Page, err. whereky w
chaige upon him may appear to be ill grounded W
promife the World to be very faithful in pttbliii;*
what any perfon fhall offer to us on this Subjed,
our Animadverfions upon ‘'em, which perhaps nay®

a little ferviceable to the Age where prejudices irest
already habituated.

The ladies ~efijons will be anfwer’d next Tttfix
J. F. ~70. 4.

6 *M1 Gentltmm vho txpeSf the benefit oftur Prififils
Young Students Library, are defired tofend in tbtk
With all Ppeed to John Dunton at the Raven in the Poaltrtrj f'
raehavtngalreadj got agreat numbert f Subfcrdiers, nntniittbf
land, but m Forreign jaris, fiall have this mrkmthtFrtf,*
a few Days, in whkb] fuch great care -mill be talen

goedftper, and asto the accuracy of the Tranflaiim”, hcc.'ior
doubt not but to give SatisfaHion to alt Subferibers.

An ADVERTISENENT to all thofe who Offer'duaii
the late Cruelties of George Lord Jefferies.

ffS* ‘phe third Imptejfion ofthe Book entitulcd. The Kew
Tolo”, Or Bloody */figeS) being quite fold off, a
prwion or the Kkid Book is Ipeedily delign'd.  This is inerfta*@
defirc all thole Countrey Gentlemen, and others who
that fuffer™d in the Welf of Sngland, and elfewdierc, uodertbeO
elty ot'George Lord fefferies, tolendro febn Dunton attbe*”
mthc PouUrey, all tliey have met with remarkable relaiingff®
Lives, Tryals, Apprehcnfions, Imprifoments, Sufferings ad
oi Sir Fdmundbury Godfrey, Arthur Ear) ot'Ejjix, F-
Rujfel, Coll. Sidney, Alderman Corttith, Mr. CoUedge, tliellieP*
0! Monmouth, or ¥1is Expedition into theWeif,
Coll. Rumbolds, Mr. Dangerftslds, SirThomos .ArmftroniiCift-""*"
cot, Mr. Roufe, Mr. Benjamin and Mr. mUiatn HewUng,
Ham fenkins, Mr. Satiscomb, the Lady L ip, Mrs. Caum, blub"
thorpyMr. Charles Speak, Coll Holmes, Mr. Hicks, Mr.Duk}*'
Madders, Capt. *, Dr. Temple, Mr. Parret, Capt. .A»strf*>"
Capt. Mathews. This isalio to defire ‘emto lendto thet'orci?
onedplacBall that they have metwith remarkable,in rcferen«n
others not here recited who luffer«din the Wef), &c. from tIK~
IN78. to Aédﬂ).or any thin”they have met with remerkable rig*
to theLilc and Deathof George Lord Jeffertes, that lo this BAk
ruled, The Bloody-4ffi\es, may be nowcompleated in this
Elition,t» which wilT be addedan .ytlphahetical Table, as afo
Ctures of the moft eminent Sufferers, fand the Elegies and
that were writtwi upon them) if knt to the Raven in the
fay the tenth o) February next.

LON DO N, Printed for lobH J&WNtOII at the Rtven in the Pculmj. i(Sy*"
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