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The Athenian Mercury:

CttCfOa”, January 12.

I T Hiveloneliv'd in an [uccefsful

‘ Amour. | haveenjoyd all the Favours that

X. a lovely young IVoman can bejiow. | am

1 MbUoftheSin I commit, asmU as the Injury | do
"Husband My CircumUances and Employment are[uch |
GMauit this Town or Land, nor rvou'd willingly epofe
WRfcam/on = | therefore give you the trouble oj this to

Advice what meafures | pall
HIENL N .(« Irsvp v remoter, who

'thtife-----Yours, . .
i,/».This beinga thing of more than ordinary mo-
mir as well in its ielf as from the Influence it may
hateupon others, we thought fit to prhit the Letter at
lirge, to let oiir Gallants lee, that there are y«
inrable Examples left, of penitence at kaltj if hot of

~btnfwe~rWe firft hope the Gentleman is in ear-
reft ad that he needs no more Arguments to convince
bimofthe ablolute r.tcejfny rhere is of his having this
lautUe Sin. He asks what meafures he Ihall take
bads rhofep«/cr/erd by Religion ?we reply, nore at all,
tarthetreaches theafe inall its CircumfiaBces, lince
itdireasnot only to Purity, but to Prudence and Gene-
r'h too, in things of this Nature, “ofeph when_tempt-
fdbyhisMifirels wou’d not ruine her Repuianon, by
riveahra it to his Mafier, tho’ this Generofity had al-
mdl coft him his Life j much lefs we tmnk ought any
todo fowho have either bin the foie Tempters, or at
Wi equally guilty. The fame Holy Books teach us
fndnee in the fame cafe, both in ~fophs Example,
ad in SontMn'si Precepts, one who had bin but too
well acquainted with things of that Nature. jo\epb
heakered not to his Miftrefs fo much as to be with
her, for he knew ’'twas dangerous venturing near io
fiir<kEs?my; And Solomon fays, Come not near the door
ther Houle, keep out of Eye-pot, and to be lure there
todancer. But this common Prudence may be branen d
iatoparticular ails, as the Temptations may piyls.
ym hes been already laid we think may be Iufiicient
“ general, in what manner to avoid her ; but wee 11
Sofwher, as we fuppofe the Quenft defires, and di-
teShimhbw xobreali of intirely. This wed advile
by nomeans to do peribnally. for tne Realons be-
faemention'd. bur by L?tw, in which if he plealehe
@*y euclofe this Paper, which perhaps may make the
~*Hicuj'caMe 5 and if it does, fo much the better,
forhee'l have the lelstrouble afterward. Prudence and
Nttrtfny will ftill diredt him what the Subjea of the
kttfr ought to be, and that’cis the 6/« and DarYVr to
their Souls, which is the real occafion of the Breach,
“fingthe fame arguments to convince her, and make her
‘ leai Contjert to Minue and Honour, which he found
betoie work’d o.i his own mind. But what ere ihe
p:er.ds, jee her no more, if polTible to be avoided; at
hill eoTjerft Mt with her," fior receive Letters from
™r, but to the F\Ve with 'em as foon asere you per-
®ive they are ber/, if you are fure of the Hand with-
autlofn-j*h asopening’em, or elfe youlenaanger the
Fkindling a work Flame in-your Breaft, than that
which you have lav’d 'em. As for your felf,

a care of Relipfes, more dangerous than the Dij-

- Remember you are now engag'd againft all your
atonce, the/fV/i, theF/c>, and the Vevil —
ftmggle haid, but there are more with you than

H™jt you. Read inthe Ingenious Bentivolio and lira-
1™ the Caiifii(SI between Niclepmactts and Orexts, with
other Sifters. Virtue, Religion and Honour engage
your fide, and Glory is your Reward —and as the
ivine Hfrfcer# fays, If renennefs have more, let Hea-

1691.

Qiieft. z. A Gentlewoman that has a Husband who ufei
her barbaroufly, nuh.es hergo in danger of her Life, and
heeps a IVhore, refufing to live with her, bur making her
worh for her Bread, having the ofer ofafmgU Gentiman
that will maintain her very well: iPhether it be any Sin to
accept of his kindnefs? .

Anjw. Here are feveral ambiguous words in ttu«
Queftion, which muft be explained before we can go
any further----- loferof afingleGentUmoAl L F®
maintain frer3 to L of his hindnefsJ If the words,
offering to maintain, fignifie k”~ing in the ufual
on't, as by the circumftances 'tis extreamly probable
they do; and if by the accepting hit Miitine/r,be meant being
hind to him agen, then the Cafe is clear 5 and why all
this fine clean Language to wrap up that broad word
WHORE, with which lhe Ib fairly brands one thaf is
kept by her Husband, when about to bring her felt in-
to the lame Circumftances: Is't any Cafe of Coji/tn>»ee
whether a Woman ought to turn Whore becaule her
Husband is a Wiioremafter ? Has he been never lo
brutilh and barbarous, tho' perhaps hee'd reprelent
her as ill might he fpeak for himfelf, is that any ex-
cufe to her to imitate him ? or will the be fo mad to
ftab herfelf, and infinitely worfe, becaufe her Husband
has put her in danger of her Life? But weel take the
Cafe at faireft------ Suppofe the Gentleman wou’'d only
generoully fupply her necellities and expiedl no criminal
returns for his kindnefs, if fucha thing bc/x~Wein.liich
an Age, or rather elfe let's fay, preiends to expecl none,
yet 'tisill rrujiing him, 'tis a dangerous Experiment,yiS
much more honourable and honeft to to get her Living
by painful Labour, nay almoft by begging it felf,fuppofing
he has ever made any pretences to her, or fhe has realbn*
to believe he intends any fuch thing.

Qiieft. ~.-Suppefe the erifi have a Daughter about
twenty years of Age, anda Brother about thefame Age, and
they happen to have lofincere and earneft a paffm for each
other, that its feard no reafon will prevail with 'em front
marrying; cr if prevented, in alf probability will occafion
thdr ruine in this IP'orld : Query, PPbetherupon this con-
Jideration may the Marriage be joiemniid with hope of Gods
Blefing, and the quiet enjoyment of their Liberties and
Ejiatts to themand theirpojter.\y, notwithftandinganyferu-
ples that may berais'd againft it f , 1

Anfw. If it be abfolurely unlawful and forbidden by
Gods Word, undoubtedly it ought by no means to be
conlented to; nay thofe concern’d can’t acquit“them-
fclves by being only pafiive in the cafe. That tis fo,
feemsthe politive Judgment of our Church and Nati-
on ; f~f we'find in the Table of Kindred and Affinity,

If. the Brothers Daughter among the prohibited
Degrees to the Man, and the third to the mman, her
f athers Brother being forbidden her, and this as its laid
there? Scripture and our Laws. Its true, heres 3
doubt, whether thofe words are taken together or afun-
der that is, Whether were intended thereby that all
theVe degrees were forbidden both by the Laws of God
and the Laws ofthe Land, or fomc by one and fdine
Kv the other, tho’ this is clear'd in the Canon it lelf,
which fays, * That none lhali marry within the Degrees
‘ prohibited by the Laws of God, and exprelTed in a
‘Table fee forth by Authorityi553*in the Reign
of Bleffed Qu. Eliiabetb) from which Table we have
taken the two former Prohibitions. Nay further,
‘That ail Marriages fo made and contrafted, ftiall be
‘ adjudged inceftuous and unlawful, and confequently
‘ Ihall be diffolv'd as void from the beginning, and the
‘ Parties fo marry’d fhall by courfe of Law' be fepa-
‘rated.” Here then is the venerable Judgment and
Authority of the beft regulated Church in theWorW,
that fuch a Marriage is ablolurely unlawful, and tpjo
fi.ldo void, and that in Conjunflion with the authority



bf the State which declares the fame. But fbppoTing
it inditterewtoh it felf, undoubtedly itccafes to be Ib
when Authority determines as.it does here, other-
wile it is no Authoritj. |1f we come to Scripnire, its
true its not there exprefly forbidden, tho' it feems to
be by parity of Realon j for in the IZth™ of Leviticus®
the jrhtrs Sijier ii\d Muthers Sijier ire ablolutely for-
bidden, and F.ttbers Brother is no farther otf than his
Sifler, tho' it muft be acknowledg'd theremay be fome
difference between the afcent and defcem, tho' not e-
noueh to make either lawful. The Summ is, that we
thiriK the Cientleman oblig'd in Confcience to hinder
this -“"efluous Marriage, whatever the Confequences
may be, and the Parties immediately concern'd to
break off this unlawful Amour, tho' with the hazard
of their Lives, for thofe prohibitions mention'd are cer-
tainly natural, and not ceremonial, as appears from
v.i4 .of thetorccited Chap. Defile rot your (elves in i«y
cf tixfe things, for in all thtjt the Hums m defiled, which
I csQout beforeyou.

Quefl. 4. A Toung Min ofa very amorous difpofition,
has hid the misfortune toyield to every attache of bis Pijfion,
and being firait charm'd with every new ObjeSf, hath pro-
mis'd two (everal Young Gentlewomen Marriage, and there-
by enjoy’d 'em both.  This heat of imprudent Love being over,
be is very jenfible of his Fault, and very ntelancholly uponit:
Ws Inclinations don't leaihimto have either oj'em, thbhe's
fully perfwaded of their Love and true AjfeSlion, and this
iverfion is the more becaufe he fees he cani have ore with-
out rendring the other difcontented and implauble, nor can
he fee anymeans to walie her or them a fatisfaSlory refiituti-
tion: [ therefore beg your beji Advice you can in this mat-
ter, it being ofConfequtnce, and this grief requiring a fpee-
dy remedy, &c.

Ar.fw. Firrt let him heartily beg pardon of God Al-
mighty, and continue the fame every day he lives.
Then, unlefs there be any private Reafon, or rather
neceflity, why he fhou’d marry one more than the o-
ther, (and theie can be but one, which he may eafily
Buel's) he ought, we think, to mzrry neither, unlefsone
Inou'd releafe him, or dye, in which cafe, notwith-
ftanding any pretendedor real Averflon, he muft mar-
ry her that’s left free: Ifthey both live, and lefufe to
releafe him, he muft remain all his Life Angle, fince
he cannot lawfully marry cither of them, or any O-
ther.

Queft. y. A Young man dieing in Love with a Toung
Gentlewoman, promis'd her Marriage without the Ifnowledge
of his own Parents, tho' her Parents did both {now and ap-
proveit', and it may beif he bad given notice of it to his Parents
they would have confented to it. It kippened the Toung man
being gone to Travel, found another oceafion of Marriage k

~wetl more pleafani to hisFzwcy, as advantageous to his For-
tune : Now the ~Mfiion is, (father witlsout wounding
bis Confcience, and with the conjent of his Parents for'the
other, he may leave the former and ta{ethe latter ?  This

belongs toa Cosmtrey where all promH'esofMar-
riage bting Clandeftine, are void without the confent of the
Parents onbothfiles ?

Anfw. Notwithftanding all this, the Prior Obligation
is ftill valid, unlefs he can get a releafe from the for-
mer, and tho’ he may be free in Fcro humano, yet we
think he is flill oblig’d in Fpro ConfcientiiX, tho’ he did
ill to promife without the Confent of his own Parents
as well as hers.

Queft. 6. Hloy Womren arefor the mofi partfonder and fal-
fer than men ?

Anfw. We fliall deny they are fo for the moftpart,
until the Querift has told all the Nofcs in the World.
For their Fondnefs, none e're went further in the Try-
al on'c that we e're read or heard of, than Spencers
Squire of Dames, and he made the Experiment, as we
remember, but on three hundred, but that's all a fpite-
ful roguifh Fable, invented on purpofe by the angry
Poet for the loft of his Miftreftj and wou’'d fame fair
Lady make the fame Tryal, undoubtedly (he'd find
fewer Denyals than he did, fuppoling the Story true.
Then for their being falfer too, the Objedlor unlucki-
ly deftroysone part of the Calumny by the otherj for
it fonder, how falfer? if taller, how fonder? Indeed
we men are generally the Painters, and order all things
how we pleale — we write the Hiftories of Women, and
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reprefent our felvet ard them -i« we think fit, tatO*,
feldom either write ours, or defend thirofelves: »
grant the obfervaiion tiuc in fome cafes, yet thepog,
Ladies are eafily excus'd : If they are fond, 'tis difinfe.
nious to blame 'em, and we feldom think 'em fo ti|
we are willing to leave 'em: If they arefalfe, 'tisirj

teach it 'em, and they are often driven into it eithcrou
of defpair or revenge.

Q7eft. 7. IVhetber after Promtfes made between twofa-
fons, they mayn't lawfully leave each other, and acceptorcm
others by mutual Confent ?

Anfw. We think there’s no doubt to be nmade bt
they may, the obligation being mutual, and juft as mud
on one fide as the other, fo that both giving up trer
part there’s no wrongdone------ Nay, we think "twoul
be very requifite they fhou’d do fo in fome cafe
where there’s no probability of living otherwife thw
poorly and miferably if they fhou'd come together: for
tho’ Love may make a-fhitc to keep 'em warn
Marriage, they won't find that alone will do it de*
wards.

Queft. 8. Whether Sappho or Mrs. Behn were the hm
Poetefs ?

Anfw. We muft beg the Perfon of Honours padn
who lent this Queftion, if we can't help telling apin-
fant pafTage before we anfwer it, 'tis met with Intre
Voyages of one Struts a Dutchman, about fome lojws
fince tranflated into Englijh',and ’tis this, p. 288. Intie
City of Aritbil in Perfia are a Corporation of Ifborts, ill
Pcetefl'es, whoje chief SubjeSt is the praife of the Evtm.
This unlucky Story was brought to mind by fomewoA

Loyal Plays, which for z Reigns together peflerd e
Theaters and Stationers, which is all we will fay of'@,
confidering whofisihey were, but come now to thea*
parifon: Sapphowrit too little, and Mrs. Behn tooredk,
for usto give 'em any juft or equalChara(fter,not bintbt
by thelittle, little we have we believe hjrch
ever were i Souls more alike than Mrs. Bebns ad km
Mrs. Bc/;», its true, has writ many things, and foreof
'em excellently well, inheyown/fl/i (irain, few com”
near her 5 particularly In her Lovers ff atch, whidi f
we miftakenot, we formerly mention'd. And trenter
yoyage to the lJlani of love, proves her a great proBaes.
both in the Theoryandprafiicalpm ofthat pafiion ; Butyet
one Fragment confifting but of a few Lines, whiii ve
have of Sappho's, carries fomething in it Ib W,
Infhious and charming even in the found of the reoris, tk
Catullus himfelf, who has endeavour'd fomewbit &
'em in Latin, comes infinitely fhort of 'em, and fo hi«
all the reft who have writ their own thoughc ontrx
Subjedfi -for which reafon we cou'dwifh Mis.Bflf*her

felf had tranflated 'em before fhe weivc to Eljjtt* «
meet her.

O Morrow being the i~th. Inftant, w*
be Publifhed a Book Entiruled EngUtlt
Mtferies, fet-forth in their true Light, karg
$ brief Hiftory of the manifold difficulties ths
Kingdom laboured under in the Reigns of Kirg
James the Firft and his Unfortunate Son, \lich
brought on our Civil Wars and the Death®
King Charles the Firft, and at laft cauled te
Abdication of King James the Second, with te
Declaration for Lawful Sports to beafed”
Sundays. By a Perfon of Qualijy. Sod"
Richard Baldwin near the Oxfords-"trO
\Varwick:"ane.

t Mile-end-Green, the Sign of the green Gun, b*
Aglng a fair large Houfe, having a Bowling-gjf?'
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table and Oue-houfes, Is to be Lett,inquire at Mr. Crijt

at the Kings Arms, next door to the Gun, andyon
know further.

JAUNtON at the Raven in the Pou/fre..
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