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The Athenlan Mercury:

Natutoa?,

| Hether Hobbs or Leftrange tijf better
' Chriliun? .
. Anfw. We might with juflice
ooueh get off from this Quellion, by reiediiug it a-
ooM rhofe unanfwerable ones which we have already
tdd the World we’ll have noticing to do with. But
tet we mayn't altogether feem to put a Height on two
khffr/onxo/”~a//iy, well fee if we can make any
ifiwofem. For Mr. HotK i» notorious to any who
lave butcaftan Eye on his Works, that he owns none
kt amurid GoiK that he holds an abfolute Fmul »e-
(fit; for the worft anions, that he denies Hell, orany
teire Punifhmenrs, that lie ieflens, if not quite delrroys
tee Miracles of our Saviour himfelf, as well as thole
rtcordfd inthe Old TelUmenc, that he perfedtly con-
fwndsEjwer and and makes nothing but
Gijifa, which can end in nothing but deftroying the
EteriulH/ferfMe of~ooi and fvi/, (as indeed any man
mul, who owns the \duL vecejfily) That agreeable to
k Notionof Fower, (~c. he teaches obedience,
without any reierVe fo much as of Gods Laiv, fromthe
Pade tothe King, (and according to the fame Princi-
pe} from Kins to People too, if they get uppennofl,
wdfincs fault in his Behemoth with the Author of the
for affirming, that wc ought not to
«kffif Prince when he exaSfs in} thing contrary tothe com-
mds of God. Laft of all, that we may effectually
what a chrifilan he was, his avow’d Principles,
il nothis pofitive Aflertions, plainly inferr the Alchoran
Authority with the H.BibU, nay 5«ffr/ow to it
«aderthen(r’;7%»Jom/nioMJ, for both he and his Dilci-
pksground their belie\ of our Bible only on the Autho-
tit] efthe State that enjoyns it j whence ’tis eafily in-
fttrd, that filou’d Authority enpyn the Alchoran, or
Ibwd any of 'em live under that Authority which did
oynic, they muft embrace it as the Gofpel, the Reli-
i'ie if the State ~ing to conclMde theirs, and all the
Mirtyrj a parcel of Fools, and worfe, as they’ll not
Hdkto call 'em. Then for the goodnefs ofhis Temper,
bis fraak Difpofitm and Humour, his Ingenuity and Cou-
H iM Qiiality,they were juft as remarkable as hisR«-
“»M,and were ofa piece with ic. However,this we canc
»-bwt(B/i//IR-edeny, that he was anunlverfal SchoUr,th”
tti'efswe aremiftaken,raorea”jr/»~?'iif, than a deep or
M Philofopker. And to this ill-natur’d If'it of his, which
¥ did not want, was added an excellent EngUjh Phi-
Siile, it being indeed his Mafter-piece, that
I*cou'd exprefs hard things in plain and eafie words,
*xrMs moft others affeft the'quite contrary”™ and this
btkafw Ib well, and was fo proud of, that he'd
"try angry foinetimes with things becauie expreis'd in
words as did not pleafe him, and worry one for
N lakeo’ tother, as we have formerly had occalion to
ooierve----- But we have been fo long bufie with Mr.
that Sir Rogers Chrilihniiy will have hardly any
However, we muft do him the Juftice to think
I* bes a little more on’e than the ocher, and that he
N atlead »s much Ckrijilanity as Tally and Seneca,
JHoiii he tranflated, both of which believ'd and defen-
"fone Truths which Mr. Hobbs did not > both talk
Well, and the Utter, if we may believe Caufin,
a hind of a chrijiian. Its true, there are fome Ar-
1 t'fsofMr.Hsti.f's Creed, which feem to be explain'd
the old Qbfervdiers, aseiakfpluke-Submifton and Pow-
8cc. But we have no proofchat he believ'd the o-
andthe-.efore Charity obliges us to hope the beft.
Hu is certain, whether or no he’s the better Chrijiian,
Ro<ris clearlv the better Gentleman, ( that’s fome-
and atlead as good, if not abetter Englijoman,
Je mean (for we wou'd i\ptbe miftaken ) writesJf«fr
JW than even himfelf, wliich we need go no
wither to prove than his Fables 5 ------ one of which,

jMuar-f i6.

i6g

that of theoW Lyon when his Teeth wereout, &c. make?
us fay left of him than we otherwife fiiou'd, tho’ he
muft not expeft fo fair Quarter from all the of the
Forrefiers, moft of whofe Fur he has formerly madefly a-
bout their Ears.

Qneft. a. fVhetber the Samaritan ChiraSler, or vulgar
Hebrew be the more ancient?

Anjw. We fiiall refolve this Queftion with feveral o-.
thers a-kin to it, in a difeourfe we intend in anfwer co
fome C”eftions relating to the VerHon of the LXX,which
we have already receiv'd.

Qiieft. 3. Milton <i»d Waller were notthebefi
Englijh Poets ? and which the better ofthe two ?

Anfw. We lhall anfwer this double.Queftion tog”"
then: They were both excellent in their kind, and ex-
ceeded each other, and all befides. Milton was the /a/-
ledund loji/efi, If'dller the neateji and moft eorreH Poet
Me ever had- But yet we think Milton wrote too little
in Verfe, and too much in'Prole, to carry the Name
of Bcji from all others; and .Mr. IValler, tho a full
and noble Writer, yet comes not up in oul- Judgments
to that, \\V—Mens divinior atque os— Magna Sonaturum, as
Horace callsit, which Milton has, and wherein we think
he was never equalled — —His Deftription of thePtfa-
damonium, his Battles of the Angels, his Creation of
the World, his Digreffion of Light, in his Paradice loft,
are all inimitable pieces, and even that antique Style
which he ufes, I'eems to become the Subjedf, like the
ftrange dreffes wherein we reprefent the old Heroes.
The Defeription of Samfon’s Death, the artificial and
delicate preparatioa of the Incidents and Narrations,
the turn of the whole, and more than all, the terrible
Satyr on fFbmn, in his Difeourfe with Dalilah, are un-
doubtedly ofa piece with his ocher Writings; and to
lay nothing of his Paradice regain’d, whereof he had
only finifii'd the moft barren part, in his Juvenile Po-
ems, thofe on Mirth and Melancholly, an Elegy on his
Friend that was drown’'d, and efpecially a Fragment
of the Paffion, are incomparable: However, we think
him not fo gener.il a Poet as Ibme we have formerly had,
and others Hill furviviug.

Queft. 4. I"hether the MannaofCiU bm be not the fame
in Nature without any fpccifick difference, with that which
Krael had in the miitrnefs ?

Arfw. Suppofing it were, the Miracle ceafes not, for
its falling in fuch a quantity, and at fuch times, had
ftill been miToadoua, as the .~ails alfo were, tho' a
natural Food. But its plain trom feveralas if
on purpofe given in the Text, that this was neither
Calabrian nor Arabian Manna, nor any Subftance that
to our knowledge has its like in Nature. There are
two forts o Manna mentioned in profane Hiftories 5 one
to which Galen and Diofeorides giv™ that Name, which
isno more than certain fragments oi'Franh.mevle, fit
indeed for Men to prefenc to God, but not forGoito
fend as Food for Men.Thetes another fort,that in theQue-
ftion,and which our Apothecaries fo commonly ufe,which
Is akind of a failing indeed from Heaven, but
in a natural way, yet fo much refembling the true Manna,
that thencethe Arabians, on whofe Mountains"tis found
in great plenty, gave ic that Name; for whence elfe
cou'd it have it, and what cou'd it fignifie, this meaning
on't beingonly a Portion in the Hebrew, becaufe diftri-
buted to the peoplf according to their wants : But
this the Ifraelites Manna cou'd not be, as is plain from
feveral different qualities to be found in either, they
difter'd in Co/o«r: The ifraelites Manna was white, the
Apothecaries yellowifti. In confiftence, the Ifraelites
was hard and Fryable, it might be ground in a Mill,
beaten in a Mortar, or baked in an Oven ; whereas
the other is rather glutinous or clammy, like other Ho-

ney. The other Manna the llraeliles very probably
mjgitt



might have feen befoie, Mofej at leaft, who had bin Ib
long conveiTaht in the Wilicrnefs \ but this neither he
nor any oi 'em knew, but gave it a new namt™ as is
uluai to tifings that are new. Natural Manna either
slways falls, or elle uncertainly j this tell not Always, yet
druinly as to its ftated time, all the week except the
Sibbuth. Then it fell but in certain places from Riphi-
dimto Gilgal, when they had need, and no longer, not
before their provifions they brought out of Egypt was
gone, nor after they had provifion in Canaan, and did
eat of the eld Corn of the Land. This cou’'d not be a
ufuil natural thing if fo, why might not Armies Hill
pits chote Wiidernefles with the lame provifton & nor
coud it be cafual, becaule it lafted for forty vyears,
and each perl'on found jui™ enough for his Family.
This putrifttd and tfunk if kept till morning, if that
thou'd do fo, the Apothecaries wou’d have but an ill
Trade on'r. Latlly, This was good, fubftantial, whol-
Ibme, nay pleafant and delicious Food 5 for whichrea-
fon its call'd the Food of Angels, agreeable no doubt
to iheTafte ofall who were ted by it------ Thathasa
faint Pbyftcd Tajie, or at ieaft a Phyftcal operation, be-
ing purgative as all know j and if they fhou'd all have
made but one meal oiVt, wou'd foon have made fuch
work among fix hundred thoufand men, that all the
whole Wildernefs wouM hardly have been room e-
nough for'em; And all thefe or moft of'emat lea/f,
are Ipectfich. diferences between ’em, if any thing can be
laid to be ib.

Quell, y. PPeether H. Grotius, Buchanan, w Barklay
.wert the better Latin Poets/ 1

Anfw. Tis a Maxim among the French, That ’tis ini-
poflible for a Dutchman to bea Wit ; nor aie they
much more favourable to wus InfulLaries, as they
are commonly pleas'd to call us. But as there is no-
thing more barbarous than fuch general Refledtions
on whole Nations, (cho' as we’'ve formerly faid, fome
are more inclin’d to fome fort of Vices chanothers:)
So there’s for the moft part nothing more falfe j ana
that of Juvenal Will ever hold 1 1 - Summos pofle ard~
WHIj, (3* magna exempla daturos ~Vervecum in pairia craf-
foque fuh are nafei 1, of which there needs no greater
proofthan Erafmus, and the famous Grotius for Holland,
and the other two Gentlemen nam’d in the Quellion
for Scotland, the chick Fogs of one Countrey, and cold
blafls of another not being able to nip thofe extraor-
dinry Wits, who in fpite of both grew fo juftly fa-
nious in the World. Its true, there are fome Coun-
tries, as well as fome Soyls, where one thing
feems notto grow fo kindly as in others. Thus in Poe-
try, loves a cold Countrey, nor thrives well in ity
nor for Example, did we ever yet hear of any fa-
mous Poet among the Laplanders-, nay, or fo much in
either of the Northern Kingdoms, except Saxo Gram-
maticus, who was au excellent Scholar, and ingenious
Perl'on. Nor can we think Holland is a much kinder
Soyl for this Arc than the Ifle of ferfey, of which Mr.
Cowley fo pleat'antly in his Mflcellanies, on occafion of
a Copy oifViUiam Pryris Veries lent him thence,

Well, fnce the Soil then does not nat'rally hear
Verle, who (a Devil) Jhould import it here f

And the fame or worfe its probable, he'd have faid
had he liv'd to lee his own Works tranliared into Dutch,
as 'tis faid they are. Fdr that great Man Grotius, he had
Learning enough of other forts to eftablilh his Reputa-
tion as long astime lalls, withoutthe gilding and Gar-
niture of Poetry, wherein however he was far from
contemptible. For Barclay, he has a gooti Fancy, and
flowing ftiie both iuVerfe and Prole, and indeed they
were_coo near a kin, but we think there are no Mira-
cles ineither. For Buchanan, noewithftanding his Sen-
timents of Monarchy differ from ours, or at leaff that
of our Kingdom from his, we think him both an ho-
neft Man, and an excellent Poet, far beyond either
of the other, his PCalrns having jaffly gain’”d him Re-
putation through all the World, though not fine e-
noughto pleale Contce aTaffe asour Cowleys, who lays
tartly of’em, that they come as far behind Davids as his
Cbuntrey does behind ~udea.

LONDON, Printed for

Quell. €. There is a Weed rtdnch grews merz Ctm
plentifully, call'd Cats-tail by the Coumrey-people, ofap lJj
blew colour, which comes up but once in three yevs L
when it comes, does muchinjury: Now if your Secitty c
rejolve us why it comes but once in threeyears, and whit ~
thod might be tahen to degjirtpy it, you'd do a great piece
vice to the Countrey, which is exireamly peHtr'd withit <~

To this wee'll add another that's fomewhat a-{in tot
then endeavour toanfwer’emboth; Hisat's the rufonihjiil
Eyes of Beans in the 1™id grow downwards foreyears Li
upwardsotber, as this ? . ,

Anfw. We reply to both, that it becomes the Grj-¢
ty of Philofohers firll to be fure ofmatter of FaH, and ¢
an”™ time enough too, to fearch'after the Reafon
thing. The Querifts mull therefore give usieave to

Ex|3criments three years about one, and 'till \eare i

fish'd about t'other,and then we’ll endeavour allb toiiw
them liitisfadlion.

We defign fpeedily to publifti thofe Propofjls
concerning the Natural and Artificial Rarities™i”,

land, which we proinifed in the Preface to ourlJi!
Volume.

* The Qucllions about the different length ofdafs
in the Sourhern pait of the World, the pedfc
time of our Saviours Nativity, the Altirs hmt
the Faff end of the Church, the bowing at tf*
Name of Jefus, the difference and Oiiginal oftie
. Accounts, (3c. will be fpeedily anfwerd

‘ We defire the Qiicrift that fent us an &

count about Come drops of blood, to inform ofia
Name and place of Abode.

/W ereceiv'd the<”~4 w Letter, andlhall rfren
our anfwer to it in the 12 Numbers chat compta
our sth. Volume.

»

An ADVERTISENENT to allthofe who fulferd
the late Cruelties of George Lord Jefferies.

tS” 'J'he thied Imfre/foH ofthe Book entitulcd. The A{» Uury

Dre@v 9." blood%/ . being quite fbldoffa ".la-
r .Wnol the kid Bonk U fpeedily deligQ'd. This is therdore w
I “*f.~I'hofe Countrey Gentlemen, and others who hed Frioii
thatlufer'din tlie Well of Enilynd, and elfewhere, under theQ>
eitys ot Lord to lend ro/.iha JSuatost attheJUat
INthe pDi“.hreji aD they have met with remarkable rcljtn«»i»
Tryals, Apprchchfions, Imprilboments, SufreringsandDeBb
ol Sir Fdmundburi Godfrey. . Earl oi'EJfex, tviUtimIA
Ruff' I, Coll. Sirf«ey, Alderman Curni(h, Mr. Cvliedge, the UttDde
ot Mimmouth, or his Expedition into the Welt, the E.
Coll. Rumbold, Mr. Dange,field, SirT-amss .yir>n(ir9Sit,C40(‘ft"
cot, Me. Roufr, Mr. Bettj.tmiK and Mr. mUi.m Hevling,
ham Jenkins, Mr. Satisamb, the Lady Lifie-, Mrs. Cauni,
tbvrp, Mr. Charles Spenh, Coll. Holmes, Mr. Hic\s, Mr.la™"
Madders, Cape. Kjd,vV>r. Temple, Mr. Ejitw, Cape. .Anneft>H
Capt. Mathews. This isalio to defire ‘cmto lend to theibienwii-
onedpiaceall tliatthcy have metwith remarkable,in refereDato*?
others not here recited who lufTcr'dinthe Well, ire. Irom the'le
1\78- to_4fiS9.or anything they have met with remarkablereM
Deatliot George Lord Jefferies, tliatlo this Booxar-
ruled, T/je Bloody..nffiges, may be now compleated in this M
F.dition,to whichwill he addidaa .."IpbabeticalTable, asallotheh
dtures ol the moll eminent Sufferers, fand the Elegies and
that were written upon them) il'lent to tiie in tliePnb”
by the tenth ol Fehru.try next.

aoberffement.

Ropofals for Printing c~Synodyconin Gallia RefernSi-
P Or, The Ads, Decilions, Decrees and Canons w
thole famous National Churches in France; Being >
moll faithfulandimpartial Hillory of the RtforiMtiM
in that Kingdom. A Work never before extant in ¥1
~nguage,now ready, to be Publiihed from leveral
Icripc Copies ofthe faid Councils. By a Judicious Diviut

Propofals are to be had of Mr. Timias Parhpurf®
the Bible and Tree Crowns at the low”r End of Coespjilii
andMr.'"0B4t.";aa Kobinfomt the GoldenLyoniaS..
Cburcb-Tard.

®UNtOJI at the Raven in the Poultrey.
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