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The Athenian Mercury:

/-\ Agy/si/riyj.f I/sm, or ir?'fA*r 2 h pof-
A JL [xre f|jf Leirnr,i fern t~ dihirree
th tKonb, tojirtd. the ex.iH AnniverjArj day of his hix-
truing
Arfiv. We fhall here, fo obviate another Qnt'lion
let b; the fame hand, confider tlie various Changes
tret the Year has undergone : Audfi- n we find that Ko*
began it in the Motuh of .'Aj < making only ten
Wuthstoche Year, which contain’d in all 304 clays-
1m reform'd this Cslen.Ur™ and made th? Year con-
nu months3  diys i bjtas fo-me believe, being a
Iittle Viper Ihtio.ts asro the found of Numbers,lie adde.l
ae arore, which mad? 3JJ. Bur this CjlenJ.ir fiifTcr'd
IK prederefib.s late, and was agiin alter'd >y Ju'.iuf
Mho lent for one Sif~cr.es the fam’d Alltotio-
iwot’ AlfxinJria, who fram\l a r.cw Calendar upon the
Sos motion, which fiaiOies its Circuit in 565 days,
iid fix hours, which we.cdivided into twelve unequal
Mtds, as at this day, and thele months, weie again
l[aWhvided into t'i/tr.1j, Kones and lIdts, Ib frequent*
Ir nude men ion ot in the dares of the Rowja Wi itings,
lliis isthat wliich is called the jfidi.in Acivunt.

Afer thisthe Couicil of N/Ve, upon lomc unhappy
Difpitcs ainongft tlie Piimirive Chiiffians about tlie
Qiiieivation of ChriljmAfy &c. legiilated ihe ac-
outo I ' Cajjr, which was about 11 mimiies
biger than the Solar Year, and above the Golden Nim-
K whafe full revolution bringing not the Mooniwek
lotht/iuepo/nf, difagrecs with the Clt/efjiiir. In Julius

time, the vernsl j¥.quincxe commenc'd %xd. of
Al'iiTch.  But J'opeGiejio.)™ (fiomwheoce comes the
ijfpriin Account) by his Bull publilhed is8i- or-
dijad, That in the following Ycar the fourth day of
WicT, ftioud be chang'd into the i*jh. which is the
sofoiofche difference betwixt our Accounts here in
and theirs beyond Sea, which is held 10 days

«biT ours by all Forreiga Catholicks ( nor the Greelis
R"ulqgeReformed Churclits) becaufe eftablilli'd by the

hut to prevent any more Quedions that may be
upon this Subj?ft, we Ihall IThow how ywr

Iwt niiderftuo) by every body) comes about 5 accord-
to the Nsho/ufjor and ~ulun Account, the Year
toafillingof 36~ days, fix hours and more, the odd fix
fiojrxveie never reckoned for 3 ycai's together, but
1*fourth Year only, becaiife 4 times 6 hours makes 14
noufs, or one iiatmal Day, which they all placed Fe-
at the lour years end, Febriuiry hdvi'ig but

* "eMheother 3years,that the ™ hours are nor reckon'd

th! fow for the predfe time oi our Saviours Ifiirh,
Irtre liave aifign’d the icih. of April, orheis i£ih of

the tjih.of April, yet w'c have reafonenough

x'ft it the i”tb.oi'l>eufnber,zht> perhaps knowing the

tine h not abfolutely necefliiy for oui happind's.

M ingii Mexindriniisrsi\onsp-omihelirfopfChrili u iheleaib
"IN exjMy 1o vdrs t month, and 13 duyt. Xivov-
i*'*” *2'p 0 Ku'ecN, &:c. i'rrow. lib. p. 147, accord-
yihijbonjjfor Account, which left ou: the ~odd

» ‘bt he Ezyptidns began their Account with the
cB" ofour March, accor-
Account,will b? feven hundred years hence

itojj t 9/ September, and 700 after that i: will be
' t.iehift of Afirtit again: So that we muft deduce

. " O(Uh aikl-iS days for thofe odd hours, and Ib

ffOcfT T" the five or fix and tw'entietli day
fan ' Jome other QuelHons lent by
tittle *jiich we have nor room for at this

2j1 i6g}.

Quell.;. IPiritdid Solomon near hy hit'not kjiawir.i
the trjjf cj i nun tvii) a M.n.i, Prov. 30. v.
vhen'iis certiinbe had a iboujand li'eves and Concubms,
And'trcis hard, Scc-

A.fv>. Perhaps he meant the ETefts of that unruly
Paflign were unaccountable, for Ib his evinc'd®
tho fo Wife a Man.

Qiicf}. 5. Prere tpas a poor Mtn a Carpenter, rrho in th
exerdftofkis Trade cut off two o‘ hs hiny"ers, carries them
in hi) otherhand to th l.ady for nrhom be pans thn at worl;,
robo afUxt the>fi to their proper places an bourgfier cutoff,
made fom* apilkathns, with vhich they were healed, and are
fnow %snlejulio HO>A) arycjhis UitipPersi Pray your reafons
rit

Anfip. There,Nir'c. Tis ab-lolutely impolTlble according to
Nariire, we know not but tl.e Lady of L«ti:/;o might
be tho Dodtrefs,' if fo, Erce I-liraculum.
ful 2 4. If'uetkeT borcirg at the Hame offftfus befn -
ul

Anfa. When tl,e Gommands of the Magifirare bitid
us not to anyprecife Former Mode of Worlhip asto
kneeling, fian.iing, f;rr. fiicirher good nor bad in them- .
lelves) lai[lidding the on.ifiioii of any Inch Modes, or
the addition efanv o'h?r, asijj the A% of Uniformity,
Cax.z. par.-—- tlut) it is Cuful bocauli? not enjoynd
by the Ail, but Xndcfii.itcly foibiddeny but where (as
is the pieieiit Cafe) the Mctgiflrate has diJj*enc’'d with
theie ivverer ()bligacjons, the Gale is quite alter'd, and
all indiffoi ent things are again reduc’d to tlieir H fi indifle-
rency, and thercibre wlioevcr looks upon bowing at
the Name of as abfolutely neceflary, is ignorant-
ly Sui>ejftitious, and comes under the Cenfure of the
ApofHe, v/”. Tdi.'l-reorfhip: Soon tlie otlier lLand lie is
equally guilty of SuperjUticri and li'iU-n-orjhip, tliac
looks upon the bowing at tlie Name of Jeliis as lin-
fu], fince it is no where forbidden, and /incc the Ex-
ternal Foimsof Worlhip are wholly left to the pm-
deoce of Pcrlbns, and Cufloms of places, which our
Saviour Inn,fdf comply’d with in ttie manner of eat-
ing the Pafieover, which in its firli Infliuition was ve-
ry different from his and the™ewr latter pi-a®ices: So*
tliat in Ihort this mull be the Tell of Supei ftition.------
/>'hatever ind.fferent thisy in Divine Horffnp is either O
mitielJ as cjf-TuiaH) v>:c{td in it flIf, or done as abjoliitsly
nc-cgjjary, \i: nichednefs and SuperdUiii'n. This is grant-
ed by all rlat diftiiiguilh betwixt Names and Things,
and whoever denies ir, arraigns aadceufu-e\the pradiice
<1 his cMu an.i all other Churche,s j for reariiug or
praying, vhilff fitting; hneciing, lying or Handing, in
a Surplice, Cojt,Cioak» or Doublet, are all juififiable
tibin tliC Liberty that God Almighty has left to his
Church, and froT> the Nature of indiCetent Adtions,
and the lame Argu.ncnt that is for or againft any of
'em, is equally concluding for or agair.fi'email.

Quefi. y. Hioethcr borxinz towards the Altar is rcicked-
nefs? and whence tame the Original of that praflice ?

Anfte. No, unlelj. he that bows thinks he fins if he
Ihou'd not bow, an.l even here iin is too hard a word,
and may be foftned into that of (fnorjBrff. 'fis necef-
lary when sve come into the Church that we worfitip
God, or why come, we there f And if we worfiilp, cis
neceflaryour Face finu'd be Lome way, and why not
towards the Eafi. We may bow', or not bow', ‘cis all
one to them that think it lo, but fo reverence God
w'ich our Bodies, fiuce he has redeem’'d them as well
as our Souls, is very reulonabic : No incelligenrperfon
bows towards the Altar, or Communion Table, out of
reverence to the Table, but bccav.fe the Eye meets fuch

avdaiow-



acknowledgments, which may be as properly paid there
whilft the thoughts are warm, as in the Seaty or any
ocher place. We mean ao more than this by bowing
towards the Altar j and if weak Confciences believe
othcrwife, they ought to inform themfelves better, be-
fore thsyare either Icandali*dy or we cenlurd ¢ fo that
to fbme it may be Sin, toothers not, the difference ari-
les fi om w'ant o fJudgment and Information.

To thefecond part of the Query, weanfwer, The
Original ofthis Cuftom we find in the early times of
the Primitive Church, in the days oi'*uflin A-
Uxandrimsy”~c. which they alfo mention as a Cuftom ve-
ry antiquatCj and practis’d amongft the Ancient Heathens.
Alexunirinui's words are thefe, Stronin.lib. 7. p. j2o0.
Lit praters he mide toveirds the Eefiy bccaufe the Enjt is the
reprefeniathn ef euri'pirituil Sativit), as fsm tberwe light
frji jrofelnining out <4 durl™nefr. So according to ihut ri-
fing ofthe Sun the day of true linoveledge aroje on tbofe who
lay buried in Ignonncey &c. the realoii of this, turning
towards the Eaft, we find to be from this that in the
Old Teftament, the Tide of Eaft is given to our Savi-
our, the word is HDX, which figniiies an arifirgy or
Sprouting out, in the Greel™ 'cis rendred cti/XTv™n, which
fignifies the fame, and this by a Metonymy is appro-
priated to the Eaft. -There are fes'cral other real'ons
which the Ancients give, but we ihall pals 'em over,
fincctjiisis thcgi'eatcft.

Qjeft* 6. A certu.n perfonbas murder'd anoiheTy d third
is tiifn up upon Suiphiony is try'd. and condemndy and now
lyes in Priinn in Ireland, and iho' hebat got a long Reprieve
yet ke it lively to jupfer: li'beiber the Murderef ought
TOgive himjej up to t'e Law, and free the Innocenty or to
conceal himjelf, and leave the Innocent it juffer wrongful-
Ily* or be repriev'd fv>a Veath by no lejs than a Mi-
racle ?

Anfw. 'Twill be a fecond Murder to let the Inno-
cent fuffer, and aggravated by this, That he > Innocent-y
tho we believe no Man is bound to deliver up himlelf
to the Law for any paft breach of it, but to avoid
liich a future .breach of it, he ought to do it, Since
Death is rather to be choftn than Sin, and no body can
doubt but that it is Sin to be guilty ofanothers death :
But after all, we believe it very poftlble to prevent
the Death of the Innocent, and ofthe Refuge Criminal
too, v/~ By giving timely Notice of it to the proper
Magiftrate of that place, with offers of true dilcovery
upon Condition of Pardon, or feme fuch like Me-
thod i but if after all no Conditions can be got, the
Innocents Life ought to be redeem’d with that ofthe
Criminals.

(~eft. f. Heat's the meaning of the little Circle which
we fK ticiur'd round the Heads of Saints and Martyrs ?

Anfw. We muft go to the Schoolmen for the Refo-
Rition of this Queftion, ftnee the Painters can hardly
Tell us «— 'ewas their Doflrine, that there are Degrees of
Glory in Heaven. The Elfential Glory which all good
men flial! have, they term Aurea5 the preeminence of
Glory, or fome addition to be made to it, they term
Aureola, or a Coronet to be added to the Crown ofGlo-
ry, which they aferibe to three forts of perfons, Do-
ilors or Prophets, Virgins and Martyrs: Now this
foIrfc/etrepreIentsthat Coronet, as tH» Rays the Crownii
elf.

Queft. g. Pray let me (ww in the next Mercury how cj-
ttn a man muSfendyou a ~ejiton before you'll anjwer it,
or whetheryou only anfwer A i~ ions ofyour own propounding,
as 'tis generally thought ?

Anfw. To the firft part of the Queftion --——- He
muft lend till we have room, or chink fit to anfwer,
and if he keeps coun'c, he may this way be I™*n refol-
~ 5 for the latter part,----—-- Whether we only anfwer
Cneftions of our own propoling, let the C~erift him-
ftIf now be theJudge: But to facisfie him we can fliow
him fome Reams already anfwer’'d, and a great many
more yet upon the File,where they are many of 'em ftill
like to hang, ifthe importunate Querifts won't follow
thofe Methods propos'd in the Pre&ce of our zd. Vo-
lume.

Queft.8. Toutell us Vol. i. Num. i6. N Thatjep-
tha did net reallyfacrifice his Daughter, but dedicate her

Servile ofGod, by ebliging her to perpetual Firgimij,
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and givefeveral (Tthirk) ur.ar.f-ntrahle ./Irgimms nig.
ptanations of that part cf the Sttifiure rhut trlutes tothisfiig
in maintenance efynitr Opinion : But \oL 5.

you fay and ufe jevcral Arguments to juppiri iha

That you cannot but believe Jeutha did aSuulty Sacrijict®
Daughter : This feents to me to comradiffi your

menton the matter, therefore 1 defne you 10 ruoacile tteki
accounts with each other ? n

Aafw. Mttt what 'tis to wrhe much; it bringslittlepeon’
as well as the great into contradiii'tions and Errors' w
we muft acknowledge this more ciwn feeins to be acol
tradidtion, ftnee'tis really o.ne, and chatirrecoocileab™
tho’ if the only fault or miftake in all our Meu.w
we are the happieft Writers that ever came in pnblict
fince the ceafing of In{piration. But we 11 not n
knowledge this ftip, but tell the Reader now it hapin’i
He knows there are feveral perfons of our Society™j"
tho' we gerieraily all review what is made publicjt thi
happen'd to be omitted when the 2d. Reji'/Hf/oB wij.
fcrced, tho' we muft after all conlels the Arowno*
brought therein from the UftofLr.;/;. has reducii”®
Judgment toa kindofan.("j«;7iWaw inthac Oyeftioo.

Queft. 9. mether the Late Impojhr Mr. Wickani, 1Ux
Morr is, did believe hefhou'd dyewhen be made fucht,,,,.
travagan: If'illy and receiv'd ihs Sacrament} or whethtr {j,i
Almighty did not in “~ujiice uf*e him away f$r jefiinT
Death, altbt Poverty or any other dejign might pmpbm
mb an unheard of Adventure ?

An'.ve, Twould be a bold Anfwer either to detenriif
the thoughts ofany perfons Hearts (which is only the R
rogstiveo} God Almiibiy,) or to o.ftei the reafous ofGod
Almighty’s Proceedings with his Creatures. ¢« All 'b-
we can fay is, that itis one of the ftrangeft Inftanctut

ever met with, if truth, tl.6 we hope there’s manya,
cumftances concealed from the World which mav mdi
alter the matter offadt. One fide is unheard, aiuicu:
Ipcak for himfelf till the pay of Judgment, and 'mo/d
bti*well ifevery one wou'd cither look at their ownfil-
ings, or let other perlonsralo.ne till tiren.
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Young Strcfents Library it now ixthePTffs, »»W
will beaaata it |Aiaulccipt Copy rtUiixg to the BibU, thathisia
the refxIt »f many year, Study, at at'oa New tllay upon all 1

I-rarnmg, Wmunby J/# Athenian Society; w--S ElFay
Urgeribanwas at firft dfiyn‘d, it wig inbame the ra«»/fVW

Beakteall fiuhwba do not iuhiczibe for it, butfvrfticb wbod)*
flail have » giv-ca In, togeiher with the M~Muferip CnyadMt
other tbtnts fromti*d in aw Profajals.-------- —- did defivt®
n* perfim whodid not SxbfirUie by the totb. of this fyfiat JO
nuary, fhokldhave bad any ~edviUiiage by aw hropo/alt - bxiadt
c»neliTC<nieli of feveral who have'notyet ejuite compleated trar
Setts, we have given tig tbe aotli. vf fthuitrynext for theeih

tng in Subfcripii»/t!,but aftertia: timeno perfaM.-K hatevermAw
feH any Benefitbytw Prapefals, n

cO* The Propofalsfor the Tcant;, Students Library, ire
to be had at cheRa-je«in the PouUrey.
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0~ A Puneral Sermon for the Reverend, Holy, and Ex*

rS . cellenc Divine Mr. Richard Baxter, who decti-
led Decem.Sih. 1691. with Ibrae account of his Lifer
By mUiam Bates, D.D. London IVmted for

Ayln”~ at the 3 Pidgeon: agaiijft the Royal Exebargt
Cornhiil. 1691.

. *** Mifcellanea Sacra ~ containing Scriptural Mcditi*
tiom, Divine Breathings, occalional Refledtions, andS*

cred Poems. LondonPrinted Tor ~obn Lawrence at
odngel in the Poulirej. 169Z,

in the Poaiitirey. 16yi>
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